“People coming together to be The Church,

v I‘ty Lu_th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu r.ch Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost August 22, 2021
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Service of Holy Communion
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)

OFFERING FOURTH SUNDAY: Barnyard Boxes for ELCA Good Gifts
The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the plate at the entrance of the
church. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our
ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a
regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our
special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering
buckets.



Sunday, August 22, 2021

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his
blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s
confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before
the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter
and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we
might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

C Amen.

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

(8:30am: kneel/sit) Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Reconciling God,

C we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in
thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
Amen.

P Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through +F Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Your sins are
forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Stand
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2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.

Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and
preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

GREETING
P

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
C Amen.



Sit

A A reading from Joshua.

FIRST READING Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is

the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering
Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads,
the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua
said to all the people, 1*“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and
serve the Lord. ®*Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
®Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other
gods; Y"for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out
of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the
way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; *3and the Lord drove out
before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve
the Lord, for he is our God.”

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 34:15-22
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous. (Ps. 34:15)

5The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,
and God’s ears are open to their cry.
®The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.
Y"The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them
and delivers them from all their troubles.
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
and saves those whose spirits are crushed.
¥Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the Lord delivers them from every one.
2God will keep safe all their bones;
not one of them shall be broken.
ZLEvil will bring death to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
220 Lord, you redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.
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A A reading from Ephesians.

SECOND READING Ephesians 6:10-20
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on
Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth,
righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit.

9Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. *Put on the whole armor of God, so that
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 2For our struggle is not against enemies
of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. *Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done
everything, to stand firm. “Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put
on the breastplate of righteousness. *As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready
to proclaim the gospel of peace. *With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will
be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Y Take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

BPray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. °Pray also for me, so that when | speak, a
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 2*for which
I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it boldly, as I must speak.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
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P The Holy Gospel according to John the 6™ chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 6:51-58
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh
and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd
this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living,
gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?”

[Jesus said,] %“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. >"Just as
the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because
of me. %8This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate,
and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” **He said these things while he
was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept
it?” 81But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this
offend you? %2Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? ®3It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that | have spoken to you
are spirit and life. %“But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the
first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. ®And he
said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the
Father.”

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. ¢’So
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” ®®Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. ®We have come to believe and know that
you are the Holy One of God.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

SERMON
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior all the day long:
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

A

C
A
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A

C

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel
of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-
giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you
have provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give
guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis,
disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and
feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are
persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life
such as a new job, new school, or new community (especially). Sustain enduring
friendships and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you
thanks for the saints who have gone before us (especially). Renew our confidence in your
promise of resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
the way to everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell;
with every breath.

C We praise you, O God.

P Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the
wilderness; out of exile; into the future.

C We bless you, O God.

P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who

suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
C We thank you, O God.
P

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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P Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.

C Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.)
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us. let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, hallowed be your name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
thy will be done, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; Give us today our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who as we forgive those who sin
trespass against us; against us.
and lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial
but deliver us from evil. and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the For the kingdom, the power, and
power, and the glory, the glory are yours,
forever and ever. Amen now and forever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

13



Sit

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS

Gluten-free communion bread and grape juice are available upon request. Simply tell the usher
as communion is distributed.

Please do not consume the elements until instructed to do so after the elements have been
distributed to the entire congregation.
Those receiving communion may remove their masks.

P The body of Christ, given for you.

C All those receiving communion may remove their masks and are invited to consume the
bread.

P The blood of Christ, shed for you.

C All those receiving communion are invited to consume the wine or grape juice.

BLESSING ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION
Parents or family members may choose to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of children
or individuals in their family group that do not receive communion.

P The Lord bless you and keep you as beloved children of God. + Jesus loves you.

C Amen.

Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As
you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own
life. In your name we pray.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P Almighty God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ for the world.
C Thanks be to God.
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SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Suzanne Sponsler

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn Vice-President: Joe Painter
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Parish Secretary: Meighan Roe Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Johncie Langston, Norma Ludlow, Brad Otterbein, Gene Stockford-Shively,
and Tom Walworth.

SERVING TODAY:
8:30 AM 11:00 AM
Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein Assisting Minister: Phyllis Klingler
Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively, Keith Ushers: Chris McNamara, Jay Sponsler
Otterbein

BOTH SERVICES
Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively
Offering Counters: Tom Walworth, Phyllis Klingler

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Warren and Robin Bartels to 1
educators and students.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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