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Authorship
• Linguist 

 

• Educated 
non-
linguist 
 

• Amateur

• Indigenous 
 

• Local non-
indigenous 
 
 

• Visitor 
 

• Wiki



Languages: Tok Pisin +
• English  

• German 

• French 

• Indonesian 

• Local language  

• Bislama, Pijin 
Torres Strait Creole 

• Chinese? 

• Monolingual 



Orthography

• English-based

• Independent (German)

• Independent (English)

• Hale / Mihalic (1955+)



Format
• Foreign language -> Tok Pisin  

 

• Tok Pisin -> foreign language  
 

• Bi / trilingual with finderlist 
 

• Bi / tridirectional 
 

• Monolingual 
(tpi.wiktionary.org)



Purpose
• General • Specialised



Audience
• Foreigners 
• Papua New Guineans  
• Specific group



Medium
• Manuscript / typescript 

• Locally reproduced 

• Printed — entire book 

• Printed — article or 
appendix 

• Online 

• App



Level of analysis
• Wordlist 

• Phrasebook 

• Pronunciation 

• Grammatical information  

• Derived forms 

• Etymologies 

• Scientific terminology 

• Examples



Accuracy
• Obsolete vocabulary 
• Regionalisms

• Slang 
• Neologisms

• PNG English



Accuracy  
(http://mihalicdictionary.anu.edu/index.htm)



Elements of Tok Pisin dictionaries 
• Authorship 
• Language(s) 
• Orthography 
• Format 
• Purpose 
• Audience 
• Medium 
• Level of analysis 
• Accuracy




