“People coming together to be The Church,

v Ity LU'th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu rCh Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org
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Service of the Word
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)



Sunday, October 30, 2022

INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace,
that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom
given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship
and mission.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond
our days.

C Amen.

P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.

Silence for reflection and self-examination. (kneel/stand)

God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us.

We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice,

love kindness, and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

O T

P Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #645 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
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Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868



GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
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And also with you

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit
A A reading from Jeremiah
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to
live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and
not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. *2It will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though | was their hushand, says the LORD. **But this is the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3*No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.



A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 46
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)

1God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
®The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up-on the earth;
®behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
“The LoRD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



A A reading from Romans

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders.
No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into
a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a
gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

¥Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. ?°For “no
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the
law and the prophets, #’the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction, Zsince all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; ?*they are
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2whom God
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; 2%it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies
the one who has faith in Jesus.

2'Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by
the law.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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P The Holy Gospel according to John the 8" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the
truth that sets people free from sin.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; *2and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” **They answered him,
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

%Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
%The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever.
%30 if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ
Sit

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #517 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
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APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

A

C

C

God our fortress, we pray for the church. Write your law of love on the hearts of your
people, that we remain steadfast in our witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God our liberator, we pray for your earth. Bring new life to overused land and
contaminated rivers. Reform and reorient our relationship with the environment, that we
faithfully care for all of your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God, our refuge and strength, we pray for the nations. Where they are in an uproar, bring
wise leadership and comfort for those in distress. Make wars to cease and peace to enter
every land. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God, our very present help in trouble, we pray for those in need. Show mercy to refugees
and all fleeing from danger. Shelter any without homes. Calm all who are facing illness,
surgery, or a new diagnosis (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our redeemer, we pray for our congregation. Bless all who are preparing for baptism
or affirmation of baptism. Open their hearts to your Holy Spirit, teach them your word,
and give them courage to proclaim their faith. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

God our stronghold, we give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith, especially
Martin Luther and all reformers. Renew and reform us as we strive to continue in your
word. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through

Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

Sit

OFFERING Fifth Sunday: ELCA World Hunger

Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #184 Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER
A Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ,
who sets a table for all..
C Amen.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

P Let us pray.
Holy God, Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your Word
in the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call. For
speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.

C We thank you, O God.

P Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your righteousness,
healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted. For giving us this Word, we worship you,
O God.

C We worship you, O God.

P By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the body of

Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. For sustaining
us with your Word, we praise you, O God.
C We praise you, O God.

P Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and forever.
C Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING

P The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.

C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #729 The Church of Christ, in Every Age
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace with Christ beside you.
C Thanks be to God
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SERVING AT TRINITY

Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Secretary: Sandra Dufur
Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Joe Painter, Gene Stockford-Shively, and
Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Lay Minister: Patti Weber
Assisting Minister: Terry Vear
Ushers: Chris McNamara and Sandra Dufur
Coffee Hour: Vicki Skiver Next Week: Gene Stockford-Shively

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Jeanne Holliday

Offering Counters: Amy Otterbein and Robin Bartels
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Phyllis Klinger in honor of Myra’s
birthday.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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