“People coming together to be The Church,

v Ity LU'th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu rCh Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.
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517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Second Sunday of Easter April 16, 2023

Service of Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship and in a
variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we welcome you; if you
are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry among us. Our order of worship is
printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith through
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving relationships, to ALL
people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity Lutheran
Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the global community.

NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn more about
worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a break, a nursery is
located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either stairway. During worship, the
nursery is self-service.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is
open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the forms of bread and
wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. Children who have not yet received
first communion instruction are welcome to come forward with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever required to
participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This is in accordance
with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the Church
needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established and its mission as
the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice was reaffirmed in 1989 by
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to need “consistent pastoral
encouragement and instruction relating to Holy Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his
promise, and our deep need.” For a variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places
moved away from the weekly celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than occasional
part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)



Sunday, April 16, 2023

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even
amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word
and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two
readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early
Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in
baptism.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
C Amen.
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported

as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is
washed away, and in them we are born anew.

P Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that
wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new
creation.

C Woash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to
your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

P Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring
refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace.
We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.

C Amen.
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GREETING
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit
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A A reading from Acts

FIRST READING Acts2:14a. 22-32
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the
gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God'’s
plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11,
to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

4apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], ?“You that are
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds
of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—
Zthis man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you
crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. #But God raised him up, having freed
him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. ?For David says
concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
Ztherefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.
2'For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
2“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. *!Foreseeing
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
%2This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 16
In your presence there is fullness of joy. (Ps 16:11)

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
41 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
°0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, | have a rich inheritance.
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
81 have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
®My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
©For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
11y ou will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.



A A reading from 1 Peter

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3-9
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of
their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through
Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, *who are being
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
®In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, ’so that the
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, °for you are receiving the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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P The Holy Gospel according to John the 20" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL John 20:19-31
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift
of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from
the Lord.

®When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. #Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 2?When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2°If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. »So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in
his side, I will not believe.”

2 week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” ®Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.”

%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 3'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

p Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Sit

SERMON

10



Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #390 The Risen Christ
” } } J J J
i I I I - I - — | |
@D—H—X—g  — | s i— e -
1 The ris - en Christ, who walks on wound-ed feet
2 The ris - en Christ, who stands with wound-ed side,
3 The ris - en Christ, who breaks with wound-ed hand
4 May we, Christ’s bod - y, walk and serve and stand
0y
A . . I ! > I I !
:@D—H ! ! ! | ud = |
: 4 P s
from gar - den tomb through dark-ened cit - y street,
breathes out his Spir - it on them to a - bide
the bread for those who fail to un - der - stand,
with those op - pressed in this and ev Ty land,
0 4
b JT— . P !
G 1
J 1 1 1 ' 1
un - locks the door of grief, de - spair, and fear,
whose faith still wa - vers, who dare not be - lieve;
re - veals him - self, de - spite their lin - g'ring tears,
till all are  blessed and can a  bless - ing be,
0 4
¥ . I ! -
(EEESSESETEE S S SEe
J . 1 ' G ? O
and speaks a word of peace to all who  hear.
new grace, new strength, new pur - pose they re - ceive.
en - flames their hearts, then quick -ly dis - ap - pears.
re - stored in Christ to true hu - man - 1 - ty.

11



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM / PROFESSION OF FAITH

A I present Cinda Nieswender who desires to make public affirmation of her baptism.

P Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for our sister whom you have made your own by water and
the Word in baptism. You have called her to yourself, enlightened her with the gifts of
your Spirit, and nourished her in the community of faith. Uphold your servant in the gifts
and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.

C Amen.

The assembly stands and joins in the responses.

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Response: | renounce them.

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: | renounce them.

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: | renounce them.

P Do you believe in God the Father?

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

O T
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the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Response: | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

Pastor addresses the assembly.

P People of God, do you promise to support this sister and pray for her in her life in Christ?
C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new
birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in_Cinda the gift of your
Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now
and forever.
C Amen.
WELCOME HYMN ELW #172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

A

C

God of rebirth, the good news of your resurrection brings refreshment to a weary world.
Following the women at the tomb, empower us to boldly share your radical love through
our words and our work. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As you breathed your Spirit into the disciples, breathe your spirit of healing upon all
creation. Nourish the earth with sufficient rains. Strengthen us to counter the effects of
pollution and destruction. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You prepared the disciples for their ministry by calming their fears and granting them
your peace. Equip our communities’ leaders (especially). Give them a spirit of peace and
hearts that burn for justice, that their leadership reflects your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You come among us in unexpected ways. Send us to those who hide in fear or question
your love. Be a healing presence for any isolated by addiction, incarceration, mental
illness, chronic pain, sickness, or grief (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As you met the disciples on the road to Emmaus, show us your presence along our
journeys. Bless our doubts and questions. Provide trusting and safe relationships for all
ages, to nurture our connection to you and one another. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

Resurrecting God, you bring us to new life every day. Thank you for blessing us with
companions on our faith journey, especially those who now rest in your love (especially).
Strengthen us with the eternal peace of your promises. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you,
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

P
C

And also with you.

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to
others by waves or other hand signs

Sit

OFFERING Third Sunday: Marifiki Children’s Fund
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries.
Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift
to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special
project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets.
The plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time

OFFERING HYMN ELW #186 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord.

C Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

T OOV (OO

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;

who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all,

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them
to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to
each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say "Amen."

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the
communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you the cup
the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. Simply tell the pastor at the
time of communion. If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the assisting minister when it is
your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute.

SILENT MEDITATION
While others are receiving commmunion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music.

Stand

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this
meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love
and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

.C Amen
BLESSING
P The God of all, who raised =+ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy
Spirit to live in the new creation.
C Amen.
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
4 For you, O res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith is done, in
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gra - cious words draw near, O Christ, who spoke as
fol - low where you trod; but in your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - ncath the wa - fter
realms of clear er light may we be - hold you
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none e’er spoke: “My peace be with you here.”
we Te - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - necath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

SERVING AT TRINITY

Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Terry Vear

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Vice-President: Patti Weber
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Property Chair: Gene Stockford-Shively Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Martin Morrison, Joe Painter, Sue Risk,
Sue Sponsler, and Patti Weber

SERVING TODAY:
Supply Pastor: Rev. Martha Reid
Assisting Minister: Terry Vear
Ushers: Diane Draper and Jay Sponsler
Coffee Hour: Sue Risk ~ Next Week Terry Vear

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Altar Guild: Amy Otterbein

Offering Counters: Amy Otterbein and Phyllis Klingler
Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given by Norma Ludlow in celebration of her
birthday. The flowers by the Baptismal Font are from TLC to welcome Cinda to our church
family.

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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