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Cemeteries in a Chang’ing’ American Society

By ANDREW PALM

The first cemeteries in America consisted of
church or commumity cemeteries, patterned after
the cemeteries our early European settlers were
familiar with. Row after row of simple markers
described ]3y one writer as “unattractive necessities
... OVErgrown with weeds.” In urban settings these
cemeteries were many tunes filled, abandoned and
built over.

In Europe, cemetery space was usually recycled,
with the deceased occupying a burial space for a
number of decades p an(lP then that same space was
re-used for another burial. But in America with its
vast umused land, we clevelopecl a new tradition of
giving each deceased a permanent burial space of

eir own.

The growing affluence in America in the 1800’s,
combined with a new romantic view of nature and
other societal changes, created an environment in
which a new physical layout of cemeteries would
be developed. It was called the Rural Cemetery
Movement, and the first cemetery to be designed
in this new landscape architecture style was Mount
Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, Massachusetts in
1831. The Rural Cemetery style sprea(l rapicUy
tllrough America and was at}.opted ¥ many
communities in Cortland County, includin
Cortlan(}., Homer, McGraw, Marathon an
Truxton. These Rural Cemeteries were characterized
by larger family-owned lots, roads that wound
t rough the cemetery, large shade trees, and
Walleways that allowed each - amily access to their
own lotin a parlz-lilze setting, Tombstones became
artistic endeavors and cemeteries became a place
for a peaceful stroll as well as a place of mourning.

By the time of the development of the Cortland
Rural Cemetery in 1853, the Rural Cemetery
movement was pealzin .

g :
The latter half of the 19th century saw the
clevelopment and widespreaci adopti(on of the Lawn
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Rural Cemetery style Ianc]scape architecture.

Cemetery lanc].scape architecture style. The Lawn
Cemetery is characterized by block-like sections,
straight roads and a lack of wallzways that was
intentional. With the &evelopment and
maintenance of grass ]awns, it was expecte(]. that
you would simpfy cross the lawn to get to your
{:ami’y lot. Cortland Rural Cemetery aclopte the
Lawn Cemetery 1anclscape architectural style in
most of the sections laid out after the original core
land acquisition and design.

 The thixd major cllang’e in cemetery layout in
America was the introduction of the Memorial Park.
Characterized ]3y markers that were only installed
flush with the groun& and with no monuments
above g’roun(l, this early 20th century style was
Wiclely a,(].optecl for new cemetery (iesign. We have
a few areas which utilized this style in Cortland
Rural, including our two Veterans’ sections as well
as parts of three other sections which were limit_e(l
to ]ﬁusl'x markers only starting in the late 1950's.
In many upstate cities, whole new cemeteries were

built using this style.
(continued on page 2)
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Cemeteries in a Cl’xang’ing’ American SOCiety (continuedfrom front)

Lawn Cemetery siyie Ianc].s‘cape arcln'tecture.

Land was JEorrnerly often sold in larg'er lots
designed for an extended family, a process that
has now primarily shifted to smaller lots of one,
two or three graves for just a limited family.

But greater utilization of space ocours when
you ]Juili taller above-ground mausoleums, which
typically are six crypts hig}l and can be built in
multiple floor layou’cs. Popularize(]. first in larger
American cities where space was at a premium,
they extended to medinm size cities like Syracuse,
Binghamton and Rochester in the 1960’s and "70's.
Public Mausoleums have become widely accepted
particularly in those areas with immigrant
populations who have a tradition of aljove—grouncl
mausoleum interment, like the relatively recent
ltalian immigrants to America. Considerably less
expensive than private mausoleums and often
featuring indoor settings which can be comfortably
visited year-round, tlley also appeal to the large

ercentage of the American population who still

ave a {iar of underg’roung lfllt‘ial ~— surveys
reporting that up to 80% of the American pul)f;c
has that fear.

Cortland Rural Cemetery has the only puHiC
mausoleum in Cortland County, and it was
constructed inside our cl‘nape] just a Couple years
ago.

But the l)igger C}lang’e has been in the rise of
cremation. Crematories have been in existence since
the late 1800's in Aumerica, but cremation was not
a common practice until the 1980s. Religious

practices have cllangecl, the Catholic Church
accepting cremation in 1963 for éxample. In
addition, the mol)ility of retirees has made
cremation's practical aspect of separating the time
of death from the time of interment a sig’nificant
factor in deaths occurring in areas with large retiree
populations such as Florida, Arxizona and Hawaii.
Finally, economic pressures have become a Iarger
and larger factor in malzing’ funeral arrangements,
and the choice of cremation can have a significant
impact on the cost of funeral and cemetery services.

All of this has led to a rapidly growing
acceptance of cremation as a practice with the
confirmed 2003 national cremation rate exceeding
2.8%. Roughly 45 percent of deaths in America are
expected to result in cremation l)y 2025, not that
far awa now, and the rate seems to he growing
faster than previousiy expectecl. In those retiree-
heavy states of Fioricka, Arizona and Hawaii, the
rates for 2025 are projected to exceed 65%.

And unfortunately, there is our dilemma. For
many older cemeteries, and that includes virtually
all of those in New York, thereisa growing cost of
maintenance for those older sections sold years ago
for little money in toclay's dollars. While the g’oal
{or cemeteries is a trusted permanent maintenance
or perpetua]. care fund that will generate enougll
revene to maintain the full cemetery in perpetuity,
the reality is most cemeteries today need a larg'e
portion ol‘y their maintenance expenses to he covered
][;y current nperational revenue,

Coupled with that is the lack of established




tradition of burial or inurnment of cremations, as
many cremated remains end up on the mantle,
shel , OY WOrse, the closet or attic. For instance,
the use of cremation means that survivors can end
up l)urying’ the remains in backyard g’arclens or
scattering them in places where t{ley end up with
no access in the future as properties are sold or
developed for other uses. The cemetery has
traditionally solved this problem b l:»eing' neutral
ground that anyone can visit when t ey want, night
times excepte of course, without the need for the
permission or forbearance of anyone else. The act
of scattering also means you have limited your use
of memorialization. The cemetery can stilf,])e used
for a monument or marker if the person's remains
aren’t placed there. To better fill that gay between
the number of cremations performe(f and the
number actually put to final rest, and to provic}.e
the traditional value of a neutral, universal and
ermanent place for cremated remains, cemeteries
Eave clevelope(]. choices called niches. In walls in
mauso]eums, in stand-alone outside structures, in
garden walls and benches, cemeteries now offer
affordable, permanent places of rest and
memorialization for cremations in small cubicles.
Accompanying this has been the (ievelopment of a
wide range of urns, including very elaborate ones,
to hold the remains and the evelopment of glass-
fronted niches to he able to view those urns.

But Chang‘ing’ clemog‘ra.pllics in upstate New
York also means fewer people and fewer burials.
So even though cemeteries offer new choices in
products and services, they simply have fewer
available customers than in years past. As a result,
cemeteries have become increasing’ly clepenclent on
donations and ‘Eunclraising activities, as well as
marlzeting‘ themselves in new ways to generate
friends and eventual customers. Some of these can
be quite beneficial to the community, for instance
White Haven Memorial Park near Rochester was
the first cemetery in the country to become an
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary.

The modern cemetery is re;ﬁy for the living, a
legacy of the Rural Cemetery Movement. It's a
place you go with your memories, a green place to
experience some quiet, a piace to contemplate the
significance of our past and appreciate today. 1
love to visit cemeteries and do just those things,
and I hope I've given you a better appreciation of
the chal enges 0% maintaining both tEe traditions
and the hysical structure of our cemeteries in
today's C]fanging world, &

__Excerptecl ﬁom a talk to tlze_uCortland Rotary
Cheb, June 2007 -

Shrub Maintenance

While the Cemetery has tra(litic;nally pmnecl
shrul)bery on individual lots in the Cemetery, this
is actually the responsi]:)ility of the lot owners.
S.llruiy]aery is considered a living memorial, similar
to monuments and marleers, and is not part of
Perpetual Care or Permanent Maintenance. The
Cemetery's obligation is to mow the lawns to the
extent money is available to do it. Due to rising
costs of laloor, fuel and equipment and the demands
of a long'er mowing season, the Cemetery is no
longer in a position to offer shrub pruning as a
free service.

The Trustees of the Cemetery are in the process
of developing a new policy on Shrubbery
Maintenance that will require some (leg’ree of
annual sl'lrubbery maintenance l)y owners of lots
with shrul)]oery on them. In order not to be a
practical burden on lot owners who can't do the
work themselves, the pruning of shrul)l)ery and
the removal of shrul)l)ery will be offered as paid
services provicled l)y the Cemetery to lot owners.

New plantings of shrubbery need to he approved
by the Superintendent for location so they don’t
overgrow the lots or markers of neig’hl)oring lots.

i you have overgrown shrubs you'd like
removed, or if your shrubbery needs pruning and
you’d like the Cemetery to do it for you, please
contact them (lirectly at 607-756-6022 for a quote
on the cost. B

Tree Pia,nting’

The Cemetery Foundation continues to offer
the al)ility to make a donation of $250 or $300
and have a tree p]anted in memory of a loved one.
A $250 donation will allow for a smaller tree such
as a Pear or Cral)apple, while the $300 donation
enables the planting’ ol a ]arger tree such as Maple
or Oak. The trees are plan'ted in locations which
fit the general plan of the Cemetery but we can
try to make those near to your family lot so you
more easily find and appreciate them.

Trees are maintained by the Cemetery and using
mostly “free” labor, the Cemetery Superintendent
and staff have been diligently working at pruning
existing trees to enhance their appearance an
health while ma]::ing them easier to mow under

an(l arouncl . @




New Glass Front Cremation

The Cemetery has installed two units of g’lass-
fronted niches to hold cremation urns. Each unit
has 16 single niches for one urn and 10 double
niches designed to hold two wens. These glass—
fronted niches are desig’ned to view the more
elaborate cremation urns now available from
funeral directors and other sources. Each niche will
have a plaque on it with the name of the deceased
with birth and death dates along‘ with room for a
small framed photo of your loved one.

Beautifuny crafted of bronze , stainless steel and
glass, these niches are indoors and naturally
illuminated l)y the ac].jacent west-facing’ stained
g’lass window.

These glass-fronted niches join the existing
OHering's ofTudor stylecl wood cremation niches of
oak along with crypts faced with Italian marble
clesig'ned to hold casketed remains, all within the
Historic Chapel l)uildin_ .

Priced from $1,000 for singles and $2,500 to
$3,000 for doubles, these niCEes are affordable,
attractive and convenient. For more information
or to make an appointment to view them, please

call the Cemetery at 607-756-6022.

Niches

; Cortland Rural Cemetery Foundation
¥ Post Office Box 288
Cor‘l:lancl, New York 13045-0288




