“People coming together to be The Church,

v I.ty Lu_th e ra n not just attend one.”

Chu r.ch Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive
church, welcoming all who seek God.

69 Griswold Street - Hillsdale, Michigan
517-437-2647 - tichillsdale.org

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 12, 2021

Service of Holy Communion
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship



Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship
and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we
welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry
among us. Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith
through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving
relationships, to ALL people.

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity
Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the
global community.

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the
forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution.
Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward
with their families to receive a blessing.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever
required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This
is in accordance with Lutheran teaching:
Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the
Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established
and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice
was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to
need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy
Communion...pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a
variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly
celebration of the sacrament.
Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The
members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than
occasional part of their lives.
(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35)

OFFERING SECOND SUNDAY:: Barnyard Boxes for ELCA Good Gifts
The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the plate at the entrance of the
church. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our
ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a
regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our
special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering
buckets.



Sunday, September 12, 2021

INTRODUCTION

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we hear
Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’
invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with
Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words.
But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we
are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

P
C

P

C

P

In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(8:30am: kneel/sit) Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P
C

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Stand
GATHERING HYMN ELW#834v.1& 3 Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824—1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from
the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



Sit

A A reading from Isaiah

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s

reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like
Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.

“The Lord GoD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
8 gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
"The Lord GobD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced,;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and I know that | shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%t is the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 116:1-9
I will walk in the presence of the LORD. (Ps. 116:9)

!l love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
“Then | called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”
®Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
5The LoRrD watches over the innocent;
I was brought low, and God saved me.
"Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt well with you.
8For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
oI will walk in the presence of the LORD
in the land of the living.

A A reading from James

SECOND READING James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and
about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it
are to reflect our faith.

!Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. “Or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided
by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 3So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great exploits.



How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! ®And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. "For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. *°From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 1!Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish water? 2Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

A Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 8" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the
narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus
will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship
and the cross.

2Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 22And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” ’He asked them, “But who do you say that I
am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” *°And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.

$1Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. *He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 3*But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

%He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. *For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
3"Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? *Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON



Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

A

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and word.
Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is experienced and
shared. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to lands
devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters (recent destructive
events may be named here). Restore forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who are
in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the complex needs of others.
Provide care and compassion as they face trauma themselves. Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.



A

C

Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the oppressed.
Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go unheard and inspire
us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that in our
prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep our
disagreements civil and increase our joy in working together. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C

Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give you
thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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GREATnTHANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
the way to everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms
to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.)
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us. let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, hallowed be your name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
thy will be done, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; Give us today our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who as we forgive those who sin
trespass against us; against us.
and lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial
but deliver us from evil. and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the For the kingdom, the power, and
power, and the glory, the glory are yours,
forever and ever. Amen now and forever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Sit

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS

Gluten-free communion bread and grape juice are available upon request. Simply tell the usher
as communion is distributed.

Please do not consume the elements until instructed to do so after the elements have been
distributed to the entire congregation.
Those receiving communion may remove their masks.

P The body of Christ, given for you.

C All those receiving communion may remove their masks and are invited to consume the
bread.

P The blood of Christ, shed for you.

C All those receiving communion are invited to consume the wine or grape juice.

BLESSING ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION
Parents or family members may choose to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of children
or individuals in their family group that do not receive communion.

P The Lord bless you and keep you as beloved children of God. + Jesus loves you.

C Amen.

Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of
your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as
bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
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BLESSING

P The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P The God of all grace +F bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

ELW#733v.1&3

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960

Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SERVING AT TRINITY
Ministers: Every member of the congregation Council President: Suzanne Sponsler

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn Vice-President: Joe Painter
Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas Treasurer: Chris McNamara
Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara Secretary: Sandra Dufur

Council Members: Johncie Langston, Norma Ludlow, Brad Otterbein, Gene Stockford-Shively,
and Tom Walworth.

SERVING TODAY:
8:30 AM 11:00 AM
Assisting Minister: Patti Weber Assisting Minister: Chris McNamara

Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively, Sue Risk Ushers: Suzanne Sponsler, Jay Sponsler

BOTH SERVICES
Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively
Offering Counters: Norma Ludlow & Patti Weber

FLOWERS — The flowers on the altar today are given to the Glory of God by Suzanne Sponsler

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission
under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net.
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