Issues concerning Ghanaian women mostly depends on one huge factor, that is their location. Rural and Urban women have very different issues. Some of these issues are however common to both. Some of these issues I know are also common in the USA.

Also, cultural beliefs, values, practices, all have contributed to the prevalence of these issues in Ghana.

· FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION: Specifically in the Northern region of Ghana. Though the practice has been abolished by law, it is being secretly done in certain villages. In the past, it was believed that girls should have the skin of their clitoris cut off as a way to avoid pre-marital sex and to prevent them from "enjoying" sex. Girls were forced, and in some cases, just convinced that it was the right thing to do. The sad part is that, it is women that carry out these scary "operations". These women use the same razors for every girl in the village spreading numerous diseases and infections. Some girls bleed to death.

· ABUSE OF ALL FORMS: Most women in Ghana, both urban and rural are faced with all forms of abuse (mentally, physically and emotionally). The culture has over the years defined to girls that their ideal value is to get to puberty and if humble to men, will be married and have babies. With this in mind as girls grow, make them "adore" men and believe they are owned by their husbands as soon as they are given up for marriage by parents. These men have taken advantage of the situation over the years and treated women likes "properties" and abused them constantly. There are provisions made legally for women in such situations, but due to factors such as fear of wrath of community, accessibility to the institutions, lack of information, etc., women are not taking advantage of the provisions made available.

· REPRODUCTIVE HEALTHCARE: There is a high rate of maternal mortality in Ghana, especially in the rural areas. In shaping a person's knowledge and perception on health and illness, cultural beliefs, values and practices play a huge role. For this reason, traditional healers are patronized in the rural areas. The information/advices being given to pregnant women is sometimes very alarming. For instance, the pregnant women are advised to avoid high protein meals in order to keep the baby small for easier delivery. This obviously impacts the woman's nutritional status causing anemia. The previous government with the help of the British government started a free maternal care all over the country. This saw the mortality rate fall for almost 6years, this initiative seems to be facing some challenges currently.

· EDUCATION: Access to information is the key to freedom to girls in Ghana. Most of the negative information being fed to girls continues to dwell in their minds, and that matters to their life because there is no contrary message being told to them. However, the problem remains that the schools are made available (though not in the best conditions in the rural areas) but girls are not sent to school. Parents would rather let the girl child assist in the farms, and stay home and cook for their male siblings when they return from school. Parents do this mainly because of once again, what society has thought: that a girl should be married off, and then your son-in-law will take care of your family as well. However, if by re-educating parents, they are made to understand that the girl should be in school and she can still marry, have children, work, and bring even more than what their husbands alone would have provided, parents would reposition their minds.

· SEXUAL HARASSMENT: For instance, Women, after being encouraged to be educated, find jobs and are being harassed in the offices. This brings a lot of frustration to women, especially those who strive from the rural villages to be an example for other girls. It is very recent that we are hearing of female CEOs and Company Presidents in Ghana. This leaves women who are being harassed to report incidents to men with almost the same values [as society] most of the time. Some legal groups have come together to address such issues, but little is being done about it.

