Richard Alan Stokes
guides us through perils
and pitfalls in the quest
for the real home theatre
experience.

s with any household project, buying

and setting up your own home theatre

can be a road fraught with daunting
pit stops or memorable moments.

With buying options that range from the
home theatre experience packaged in a
single box from your local retailer, to multiple
boxes delivered by a custom home theatre
integration company, it's important to decide
on a budget prior to going shopping.

No, it's not all about the equipment, but

a large part of a quality movie experience

is about using quality equipment. A good
guideline is to split the budget 50-50 between
picture and sound, and allow a little extra for
the humble, but very important, simplified
remote control system; a must-have if “F" is
for fun and not frustration, when operating
your new system.

Here are some answers to frequently asked
questions.
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NORTH VANCOUVER
Opening Friday

September 14
10am-6pm

1396 Marine Drive
604.980.8288

S. SURREY/
ELGIN CORNERS
32nd Ave at 140th
604.535.6554

@0 ® WHAT SIZE SCREEN SHOULD | BUY?

Bigger is not always better for general
viewing, such as movie and television
programming, because today's television
programming will contain both high definition
and non-high definition pictures.

If the screen you select is too big, based on
your proposed screen-to-seating distance,
then some of the pictures will look out of
focus to you. This is especially true if you
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are watching a fast action sequence, as in
some sports programming or high-speed car
chases.

It is a good idea to measure your existing
seating distance before you go into the

store and if possible, view the various sizes
available from that distance while in the
store. Keep in mind though that most stores
will be displaying high definition pictures

on their TVs, so you may want to select a TV
size lower than the optimum for your seating
distance to get a more pleasing viewing result
from non-high definition pictures.

@00 SHOULD | BUY LCD OR PLASMA?

Many non-high definition pictures will be
disappointing to view on either TV option,
depending on the quality of the picture
processing technology within the TV.

LCD is the only way to go if you would like to
run either a computer or gaming console as
well as watch movies and TV programming.
Static images left on plasma displays for a
long period will burn into the display.

Plasma has the upper hand on uniform
picture quality from all seating positions.
This means that there is no detectable
difference in quality between viewing the
picture from front-on and from the side. The
more off-centre you sit from an LCD TV, the
greater the picture colour and brightness is
compromised.

The picture quality of both technologies is
adversely affected by room lighting. —

WALNUT

GROVE

13-8948 202nd St.
604.455.0605

TSAWWASSEN
Tsawwassen Town Centre
1315 56th St.
604.943.2257
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Custom window coverings

that fit your style and budget!

@00 SHOULD I INSTALL A SURROUND
SOUND SYSTEM?

Some say the soundtrack of a movie is 90
per cent of the experience. Just try switching
off the sound during the movie to realize the
truth of this statement. A poorly engineered
surround sound system will not convey the
intended emotion and in some cases will
completely destroy it. Whenever possible
audition your surround sound equipment
options in an environment that is similar to
your home environment.
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Know when to involve a professional.
None of the audio video equipment

used in a home theatre comes from the
factory set up precisely for your personal
space. Experienced setup with precision
instrumentation can go a long way to
maximizing your home theatre investment
and enjoyment.

O

Richard Alan Stokes runs Finely Tuned,
a North Shore-based home theatre setup
business.

Contact him at finelytuned@telus.net

or at 604-619-3323.

LCDs

SONY KDL40XBR4

NATIVE RESOLUTION : 1080P

CONTRAST RATIO : 2200:1
(ON-SCREEN],18000:1 [DYNAMIC])

DISPLAY RESOLUTION : 1920 X 1080P
(NATIVEJTUNER : ATSC, CLEAR QAM6

VIDEO PROCESSING : YES (BRAVIA ENGINE™
PRO) MOTIONFLOW™ 120HZ

10-BIT DISPLAY PANEL

PRICE $2,999.99

SONY KDL40S3000

CONTRAST RATIO : 1600:1

DISPLAY RESOLUTION : 1366 X 768

NATIVE RESOLUTION : 720P

VIDEO PROCESSING : YES (BRAVIA ENGINE™
SYSTEM)

PRICE $1,799.99

PLASMAs

PANASONIC TH-42 PZ700

1080P HIGH-DEFINITION PANEL
1080P DIGITAL PROCESSING
DIGITAL RE-MASTERING

C3 IMAGE ENHANCED

HDMI WITH EZSYNC™ (2 INPUTS)
PC INPUT (15-PIN D-SUB)
PHOTO VIEWER (SDHC)

SMART SOUND SPEAKER SYSTEM
ENERGY STAR® QUALIFIED
PRICE $2,699.99

PANASONIC TH-42PX75

720P HIGH-DEFINITION PANEL
1080P DIGITAL PROCESSING
DIGITAL RE-MASTERING

C3 IMAGE ENHANCED

HDMI WITH EZSYNC™ (2 INPUTS)
PHOTO VIEWER (SDHC])
SIMULATED SURROUND SOUND
ENERGY STAR® QUALIFIED
PRICE $1,799.99

THANKS TO FUTURE SHOP

Shore’s

Bliitds

a style for every point of view®
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Budget Blinds®
is the right fit
for you.

* Personal Style Consultants
* Thousands of samples
from the best brands
* “Expert Fit” measuring
& installation

FREE In-Home
Consultation & Estimate

7~

30% OFF

Select Signature Series™
Window Treatments”

Call today for details!
Budget Blinds
of North and West Vancouver

or visit us online at www.budgetblinds.com
 Butger * Offer not valid with any other offers.
Bllllds Offer good at time of initial estimate only. |
\“"”"" erevponelver Offer valid to November 30th, 2007.

~
\

©2006 Budget Blinds, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

We have the styles you love.
Shutters ¢ Draperies
Wood Blinds * Honeycomb Shades
Roller Shades * Vertical Blinds
Silhouette® * Woven Woods
Motorization * and more!

Vew Arrivals

Largest Landscape Supply Store

. pavers ® Retaining Weyre , » .
Chl A wﬂ ”‘ Patio Slabs o,
» . 3 . 10gstone « lon Blodks*

Trib ecca starting at

also available as Loveseat, Chair,
Sectional and Sofabed $1178
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starting at
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Sienna

also available as Loveseat and Chair

Delivery Available

|
Bricks ’n’ Blocks
8 1371 McKeen Ave, North Vancouver

(at the foot of Pemberton Avenue) 604.984.3008
Mon to Fri 7:30am - 4:00pm ¢ Sat 8:30am - 4:30pm e Closed Sundays

NORTH VANCOUVER

1405 Pemberton Avenue

604.988.8271

LANGLEY ¢ COQUITLAM ¢ NANAIMO
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