Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Minutes
February 15, 2023
ZOOM Meeting
1. Call to Order: The Meeting was called to order at 7:03pm, Members in attendance included Ron Wikholm, Phil Gaudreau, Bernie Gillis, Chris Frey, Tess Lundgren, Eric Thomas, and Watershed Coordinator Pat Young

2. Administration 
a. Minutes: Motion by Phil G. and seconded by Bernie G. to approve 12-21-22 minutes as presented. Unanimous with Tess L. and Chris F. abstaining.
b. Budget, Expenses and Contributions: Pat Y. reviewed that a request was made for consideration of a 10% increase in contributions for the 2023-2024 budget year and that invoices for 2022-2023 are in the process of going out. 
c. Update on Review of Long-Term Vision Plan-Draft: Pat Y. noted that she is about half-way through the edits to the plan as discussed at the last meeting.
3. Partner updates 

a. Hebron: Chris F. noted that the Environmental Review Team (ERT) report for the Air Line Trail was almost completed along with the Master Plan.  He mentioned that they have ERT reports for the Hibberd and Bernstein parcels and if anyone is interested, he can check with Brian O’Connell to see if they are available to send.  The town has not heard yet about the O’Connor parcel they submitted for an Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition (OSWA) grant. Eric T. noted that the applications are being reviewed internally and application comments and scores should be in shortly for final review.
b. Columbia: Ron W. reported that a Friends of Mono Pond State Park group has been formed and they are looking forward to working with the state personnel to get some projects accomplished. The parcel with Mint Brook (part of the Salmon River Watershed) will be a focus. They will be looking at potential access from Hebron. He noted that the group looking at trail access and connections had met with Kim Bradley, the new State Trails and Greenway Coordinator, about ideas and options.  
c. DEEP: Eric T. reported that as noted earlier in the meeting, the state is in the process of reviewing OSWA grant applications.  There were two submitted in the Salmon River Watershed, one in Hebron and one in East Haddam.  He also noted that there was a Riparian Buffer Bill that had been raised, with support from the League of Conservation Voters. He also reviewed an inquiry that DEEP had received on a property for sale in Marlborough that has both the Blackledge River and Lyman Brook frontage. The issue was related to the scope of the conservation easements placed on the property.  He communicated with Peter Hughes and Pat Y. for more information.   
d. East Haddam: Bernie G. informed the Board that the East Haddam OSWA grant application is for a large parcel that abuts the East Haddam Middle School and will connect to other conserved land. There was further discussion on various funding amounts available.
e. Haddam: Phil G. updated the Board about the Friends of Conte efforts and an effort referred to as the Connecticut River Watershed Partnership to establish a federal source of non-regulatory stream of funds.
f. Lebanon: Tess L. noted there wasn’t anything to report regarding the small portion of Lebanon in the watershed.
4. SRWP project/activity update
a. Monitoring Projects: Pat Y. updated board on water monitoring projects.  She will reach out to board members and volunteers when she needs assistance.
b. Outreach & Ed

i. Past Events: There were none to report.
ii. Upcoming Events:
1. Hebron Maple Fest: Pat Y. noted that she will likely share a booth with Hebron Conservation Commission for Sat March 18 attendance. She can’t commit to two days so sharing a booth is preferred. Since there will be other volunteers there, she likely does not need further support. 
2. Machimoodus Spring Fling: This event is Sunday 3/19 from 12-3pm and she is looking for volunteers. Bernie G. and Tess L. offered to assist. 
c. Other Projects

i. Open Space Mapping/Grants: Already discussed.
ii. Watershed Tour Dates and Places: Mid-watershed: Pat Y. asked about doing two more driving tours and having the last one on the water at the cove.  Saturdays are likely best for board members in the spring.  Possibly a late afternoon as daylight allows.
5. Other Business: None
6. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:21pm
2023 Meeting Dates (third Wednesday of the month)

April 19, 2023
June 21, 2023



August 16, 2023

October 18, 2023


December 20, 2023
