TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER

Old Cedar HUUL School House, Selkerk, New York 12158
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Summer 2009
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members and Friends:

The 2009 annual meeting of the Town of Bethlehem Historical Association was held on May 14, 2009. Election of officers and
Trustees resulted in the following slate: President, Valerie Thompson; Vice President, George Lenhardt; Recording Secretary, Cartie-
Lynn VanApeldoorn; Corresponding Secretary, Susan Leath; Treasurer, Wendy Brandow. New Trustees are Lois Dillon and Susan
Haswell to serve until 2010. Susan Haswell, outgoing President, was honored for her service to the Bethlehem Historical Association.
Town Historian, Susan Leath, gave a presentation on Samuel Champlain and Henry Hudson. A group of 28 members attended and
patticipated in a birthday cake celebration of the 150th birthday of the school house.

For the first time, members of the association marched in the Bethlehem Memorial Day Parade and we hope this will be an annual
event.

Our summer exhibit opening, “Bethlehem’s Hudson River Heritage’, was held on Sunday, June 14, 2009 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00

p-m. Part of the day’s celebration was a display and sale by members of the Bethlehem Art Association. An ice-cream social at 1:00 p.m.
courtesy of Stewart’s Shops provided a welcome treat on a rare day of sunshine in an otherwise rainy season. The exhibit features a large
area relating to the importance of steamships, both commercial and recreational. A series of photographs from our collection, donated
years ago by steamship buff and former member, Bill Tinney, portrayed some of the important steamships of that era.
Emerson Martin, Jr. had on display his extensive collection of Indian artifacts reflecting the history of the Native Americans who hunted
and fished in our area. Emerson was available to provide additonal information to visitors. Other parts of the exhibit included dispiays
on ice-fishing and bee keeping - important industries in the early life of our community. Many thanks to Ann VanDervort and Marian
Davis who spent hours of time arranging the exhibit and to all those, far too numerous to mention specifically, who contributed in ways
both large and small to produce and manage this outstanding visual display of our Bethlehem history. The exhibit remains open at the
Cedar Hill Schoolhouse Museum, 1003 River Road in Selkirk on Sunday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. until October 24, 2009. This
is a must—see presentation of which we can be justly proud. Over 117 visitors signed our register on the opening day and since then until
August 1st the museum has had 80 visitors.

After many years of dedication to the Bethlehem Historical Association, as president, trustee and most recently chair of the Building
and Grounds Committee, Peter McGinty, has decided to take a well-earned rest from his active participation. Thank you Peter for so much
you have given us through the years. Our new vice president, George Lenhardt, has graciously agreed to take on the added responsibility
as chair of the Buildings and Grounds Committee. George welcomes any volunteers to assist him in this important function.

I'd like to call attention to the new post office box for our association. The address is P.O. Box 263, Selkirk, NY 12158. Mail sent to
our old address is re-routed and then forwarded to the box which results in a delay of mail reception. Thanks!

Due to the extension of the Bethlehem Hudson River Heritage Exhibit until October 25,2009, the annual card party held at the end
of October will be moved to a spring date yet to be determined.

Looking ahead, the Bethlehem Historical Association is committed to a presence at the Bethlehem Voyage 400: A festival
commemorating Henry Hudson's Journey in 1609. This celebration will take place on August 16, 2009 from noon to 6 .m. at the Henry
Hudson Park. BHA will have a booth with relevant historical displays and membership information.

Plans are currently underway for a bus trip on Saturday, October 17, 2009 to the Metropolitan Museum of Art to view the opening
of the New American Wing. Colonial and early nineteenth century period rooms have been installed and are being interpreted — One of
these exhibits included the Winne Room from the Town of Bethlehem. Thanks to Susan Haswell for organizing this trip and details with
respect to costs, etc. will be forthcoming shortly.

At the June 14th social, Ron Selkirk presented the BHA with a detailed written history of his ancestor, James Selkirk (1756-1820).
On Sunday, July 25th a New York State Historical marker was unveiled honoring his great-great-great grandfather James, a Revolutionary
War patriot, who founded the hamlet of Selkirk. Susan Haswell former BHA President, and Town Historian, Susan Leath, artended the
event.

A thank you is in order to Ann VanDervort for her care of our flower beds and to Jack Cunningham, Supervisor, and Gregg
Sagendorph, Highway Superintendent and his crew for their continued support and excellent maintenance of the museum grounds.

Valerie J. Thompson












