“My husband got mugged”

"My husband was mugged at 5 in the morning when he was arriving home. He
went out to do a favor for a neighbor just as he arrived and was mugged by two
people with a gun and a motorcycle. He didn't have any money because what
money are we carrying now? And one of the guys said: 'Since he doesn't have
any money Kkill him, shoot him, kill him!" He said: 'Well, this is what | have.” We
didn't have anything, so they took his wallet, his bag, the cellphones, they
even took mine as well. And they went away. Not only he was robbed, they
mugged four more people in that moment."

Caracas can be a dangerous place, as Zoraida confirms in her story. Her
husband was mugged and he "salio barato" [came out cheap], as he wasn't
harmed during the heist. It's also not a big deal for her to narrate, just the
same old story for many of the city's inhabitants. Everyone has at least one
story about robbery in this place; but being from a barrio you may have more
than a few, and it may seem that there's nothing they can do about it. Ask for
the criminal gang to defend you or tell the police, as if they're gonna do
something.

“Robaron a mi esposo a las 5 de la mafiana cuando venia llegando a la casa.
Salié a hacerle un favor a un vecino cuando estaba llegando y lo robaron dos
chamos con un arma y una moto. Entonces él no cargaba efectivo porque,
¢,que efectivo vamos a carga ahorita?, y el otro le decia: “jYa que no tiene rial
matalo, dale un tiro, matalo, matalo!” El optd por: "‘bueno vale, esto es lo que
tengo’. No tenia nada, entonces se llevaron su cartera, le quitaron el bolso,
los teléfonos, hasta el teléfono mio se lo llevaron. Y se fueron. Y aparte de
que lo robaron a él, en ese mismo momento robaron a cuatro mas.”

Caracas puede ser un lugar peligroso, como Zoraida confirma en su historia.
Su esposo fue asaltado y “salié barato”, puesto que no fue herido en el acto.
Para ella, no es la gran cosa, sino la misma historia de muchos habitantes de
la ciudad. Todos tienen, por lo menos, una historia sobre un robo en este
lugar; pero siendo del barrio puede que tengas mas de unas pocas, Yy
pareciera que nada puede hacerse al respecto. Pedir la ayuda de las
pandillas criminales para que defiendan el barrio o llamar a la policia, si es
que hacen algo.



