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Appendix A:  Wordlists of Raja Ampat languages 

 

 

 

A.1. Introduction 

 

The wordlists below were collected by me during fieldwork in the RA archipelago. The list of lexical items is the extended (133-item) 

version of the 100-item Swadesh-list, as it appears in van der Leeden (1983). Van der Leeden extended the 100-word Swadesh list with 

additional lexical items from the SIL Irian Jaya wordlist. Details regarding the collection of each list are presented in Appendix B. 

 

The lists differ in the way they have been transcribed. Phonological descriptions exist for the Salawati and Misool dialects of Ma_ya (van 

der Leeden 1983, 1993), and for Matbat (segmentals: Appendix B; word prosody: Chapter V). The lists for those languages have been 

transcribed phonologically. For the other languages, the transcription is phonetic. That is, the recorded speech segments reflect what I 

heard rather than an interpretation of the word in terms of the phonemes of the language. Likewise, when recorded, stress marks indicate 

perceived prominence rather than stress in a phonological sense. 

 

If they are inflected, verbs are recorded in the 3rd person plural, with the subject-marking prefix, if any, separated from the stem by a 

hyphen. 

 

Nouns referring to inalienable body parts take inflection for possessor. In the wordlists they are transcribed in the 3rd person singular, 

which does not involve overt segmental morphological encoding (the 3rd sg. form of the possessive affix is a zero-morpheme in RA 

languages). In Salawati and Misool Ma_ya, nouns that carry a High or a Rise lose these tonemes when they are inflected for possessor in 

the 3rd person singular. For example, third person singular forms /_na(o)/ ‘his/her belly’ and /_ara(o)/ ‘his/her tongue’ correspond to first 

person singular forms /_na12k/ ‘my belly’ and /_ara3k/ ‘my tongue’, respectively. 
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