Fdkestone and Hythe Birds
Tetrad Guide: TR13 B
(Donkey Streetand Lower Wal)
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Part of the famous Romney Marsh, the tetr:
TR13 B consists of flat land primarily used
arable farming and sheegrazing,
interspersed  with dykes and large
waterways known locally as sewers.

The arable fields usually hold a winteril
flock of Mute Svans and have attractel
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Whooper Swan (November 2016).

The arable fields are also sometimes used
Greylag, Canada and Brent Geese and I
also hosted a number of scarcer species s
as Tundra Bean (winter 2001/02), Wh
fronted (a flock of 180 in December 201
and Barnacle (December 2010).

The fields also regularly attract Lapwings &
Golden Plovers, though the latter have be
scarcer in recent years.

Looking east from Donkey Street, with The Little Pacéhe left towardsNickolls Quarry and thelythe Redoubt



On occasions when the fields become flooded then Redshank, Snipe and Jack Snipe may be seen and scarcer vis
have included three Cranes (in January 2003), Ruff (in March 2003 and March 2e@85h@nk (in May 2018) and
Little Ringed Plover (in June/July 2@i&1 April 2019

Raptors including Marsh and Hen Harrier, Merlin and Peregrine have been seen hunting over the area as has B
Owl on occasion, whilst a Whitailed Eagle flew over ondf' February 2012 as did an Osprey on th& R&y 2018.

WhooperSwanat Donkey Street . S¢ A O] atdowerdialyRoad
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Breeding species include Sky Lark afeflow Wagtail, whilst Corn Buntings were once regular but have declined
considerably. Both species of partridge have also been seen in the fields.

Cranes by the Lower Wall Road Ruff at Donkey Street

The fields can also attract Fieldfares and Redwings, whilst when left as stubble may attract good numbers of Tr
Sparrows, Yellowhammers, Reed Buntings and other species, even a Lapland Bunting in November 2017. The he
and ditches hold breeding S §,86edge and Reed Warblers, Linnet, Bullfinch, Yellowharanmd#Reed Buting.

A section of the canal cutting runs through the nedhst of the tetrad and this is lined withhragmites which has
attracted Bearded Tit on at least occasion (in Novembe33)19The cutting remains largely ideee during cold
weather and can hold a good concentration of wildfowl and other species, as demonstrated by this photograp
taken during a cold spell in February 20The western bank of the cutting has also been usetently as a
Cormorant roost.

Goosandeand others at the Canal Cultting




Regular species include Gadwall and Teal, with Wigeon, PqdBatdeneyeand Goosander during cold weather.
Little Grebes are frequently seen and Kingfishrees breed Waderscould include Redshank or Common and Green
Sandpiper in seasoitheNight Heron that wintered in the area in 2008/2009 was also seen along this stretch of the
cutting.

The cutting and ditches are a handy feeding area
Grey Herons which nest nearby ignipne Park Wooc
and Little and Great WhiteEgrets have beerseen
regularly in recent years

The Willop Sewer regularly holds Teal and has attras
Garganey once (in April 199thilst up to two Water
Pipits have wintered in recent yeaids.2 2 NJ/ S Q &

the south of the tetrad, sometimes also has go
numbers of ducks, particularly Wigeon in cold weath
Few passerine migrants have been noted but these F
includedRedstartWhinchat and Wheatear.

Great White Egret with Grey Herons at Selby Sewer

Access and Parking

Parking is possible with care ariouspoints along Donkey Street and Lower Wall Road though pleasmteful

not to obstruct any gates. Several footpaths cross the southern half of the area and, though not marked on the maj
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It is also possible from the footpath that runs south along the Willop Sewer to continue past the sewage works o
towards the Willop Basit KSNBX I NBE y2 FFOAtAGASAE Ay GKS GSGNIR 0«
petrol station at Palmarsh.

The Willop Sewer behind The Little Piece



