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Ponderings From The Pastor
INVESTING IN GOD’S FUTURE: CLOTHED WITH HOPE
NEXT MONTH, at our June congregational meeting (6/24/18) the members of St. Paul UCC
are going to be asked to spend some money. We’ll be talking about “endowments” and
“investments.” So before we get to the specifics of what you will be asked to consider, let look
at these two words, their origins, and what they really mean.
These are the several definitions of the word “investment:” a) an allocation of money (or
sometimes another resource, such as time) in the expectation of some benefit in the future;
b) devote one's time, effort, or energy to a particular undertaking with the expectation of a
worthwhile result; c) buy (something) whose usefulness will repay the cost; d) provide or
endow someone or something with a particular quality or attribute (and you’ll see, for what St.
Paul needs to do, all these definitions apply!).
Interestingly, the word investment comes from old Latin, specifically from vestis (clothing), and
vestire (to clothe); by the mid-16th century, to invest meant to clothe something or someone.
Religious and clergy attire, such as albs, cassocks, surplices (the white “half-robes” our youth
acolytes wear) and stoles (like I sometimes wear on Sundays with my preaching robe) are still
known today as vestments.
I suppose an English professor or linguistics expert could explain how a word meaning “to
clothe” or “dress up” changed over the centuries to mean allocating money for a future profit,
but my feeble brain can’t quite make the connection! But, it does bring to mind how the New
Testament speaks, in several places, about “clothing ourselves” in Christ. For example,
Romans 13.14 says “ Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think
about how to gratify the desires of the flesh” And, Galatians 3:27-28 says “As many of you as
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus.”
The Romans verse is about overcoming selfishness and living a
Spirit-led existence; and Galatians implies that our baptism is an “investing” in Christ which
makes us all equal—and united—with equal access to God’s grace and promises in Christ.
Then there is Colossians 3:9-10: “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old
self with its practices and have put on (clothed with) the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge in the image of its Creator.” And the resurrected Jesus himself, speaking to the
disciples just before his ascension (Luke 24.49) uses this very same language and imagery: “I
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.” Wow...and here’s where it gets even more interesting...
Recall that the New Testament was written in Greek—well before being translated into Latin.
The same Greek root word, translated “put on” or “clothe,” enduo, is used in all these verses
mentioned above—and 28 times total in the New Testament. About this pre-Latin word enduo,
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance says: “From en and duno (in the sense of sinking into a
garment); to invest with clothing (literally or figuratively) - array, clothe (with), endue,
have (put) on.” Hmm...to endue. The first definition/synonym of this word is endow. And
when you look up endue’s roots, it goes back to the Latin induere, which means—you guessed
it!!—“put on clothes.”

1

THE EPISTLE

May 2018

Ponderings From The Pastor (continued)
So what does all this mean? Well, we see that invest(ment) and endow(ment) have the same origins and
meanings...and, that when we speak of investing in an endowment, there are clear theological and Biblical
overtones! Overtones of trusting God, of being united in spirit and purpose (and grace), of transformed lives
and living out of our True (“new”) selves and not our False (“old”) selves; most important of all we see God
investing us (clothing us) with holy power and hope! Think “Pentecost.” Who knew??!!
With all this in mind, I want to introduce to you NEW BEGINNINGS. THIS is what you are going to be asked
to INVEST in; and to ENDOW your Church with a Spirit-led, God-centered, motivating, thriving FUTURE.
You are going to be asked to CLOTHE YOURSELVES and St. Paul’s future with HOPE!
Specifically, NEW BEGINNINGS is an assessment and
coaching process to lead the church to a BOLD NEW
VISION...to help the congregation as a whole make a
bold and definitive decision about the church’s future
direction(s). It is a very structured, tried, and tested
process for vision discernment.
New Beginnings originated a few years back in the Disciples of Christ (the UCC’s closest partner
denomination), and was quickly “adopted” into UCC church vitality ministries on the national and conference
levels. Now, a few years later, SIX different denominations and over a thousand churches have undertaken
the New Beginnings process, with some very powerful results. Several churches in our own
“neighborhood” (Mt. Healthy Christian Church—host church of the Mt. Healthy Alliance Food Pantry—and
Carthage Christian Church) have used or are currently engaged in New Beginnings.
MUCH MORE information will be forthcoming to you over the next
two months, in every way we can share it...so watch the weekly
bulletins, our St. Paul website and Facebook page, AND your mail
(you’ll be getting a letter about New Beginnings in the not too
distant future, including information about the costs involved). For
now, I ask you for just two things: Pondering and Praying. Ponder
what it might look like for St. Paul to be building many new,
meaningful “bridges” into the community around us...growing in
strength, in spirit, and even in numbers! Ponder what it would feel
like to hear people talking about “that church by the high school that
is so cool, and so active, and so helpful!” And...PRAY...daily...for
God to help us get this process approved and launched, for a
surging of the Spirit among and through us, and a powerful new
sense of moving forward. Pray for God’s graces to be powerfully evident among us in this time. Pray
consistently that St. Paul can and will find a new beginning...and PUT ON (invest) the garment of HOPE!
Happy (Still) Easter!

Pastor Barry

PS—If you have web access and want more information NOW, check out New Beginnings at Hope
Partnership for Missional Transformation (the Disciples of Christ host ministry) at their site:
www.hopepmt.org/transform/new-beginnings/
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GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

IN HONOR OF Larkin & Mason Floyd
Tracie & Bobby Mason

IN MEMORY OF Helen A. Mason
Pam Sierra

IN MEMORY OF Evelyn Osterbrock
Maris & Paul Fread

Judy Hanlon

Carolyn Kemper

Tim & Daniel Osterbrock
Collins, Heeb Accountants

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
March 19, 2018
Present:

Jan Apro, Rev. Barry Bordenkircher, Margaret Maybury, Linda Woods, Anne Zimmer, Marge
Fassnacht, Vicky Ritz, Nancy Klusmeier, Joan Allen

Council Vice President, Jan Apro, called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. Pastor Barry offered an opening
prayer. Nancy Klusmeier asked Council to review the minutes of the February 19, 2018, Council Meeting. A
MOTION was made (Ritz/Fassnacht) to approve the February Council minutes. MOTION PASSED and the
minutes were approved as printed.
Sr. Minister’s Report (Rev. Barry Bordenkircher)
 Pastor Barry reported that he didn’t have a lot of mileage this past month. He had the flu and it took up a
couple weeks so he didn’t want to visit people in person.
 Evelyn’s service went really well. We’ve been getting a lot of memorials.
 We have a baptism scheduled for April 8th. It is family from the Nursery School named Floyd. He’s
hoping they come to church.
 We will have a new member Sunday soon – May or June.
 Cluster II Pulpit Exchange is April 22nd and he will go to Truth & Destiny UCC on North Bend. That
afternoon at 3 P.M. is Choir Fest. Trish Richards will lead it.
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
March 19, 2018
Council Minutes Continued
Sr. Minister’s Report (Rev. Barry Bordenkircher) (continued)
 On April 29th, we will have an all generation (Evelyn style) event – Cinco de Mayo lunch.
 Pentecost – May 20th – Communion.
 Pastor Barry reviewed with Council some handouts on “New Beginnings”. This is a Vision Discernment
that he thinks we might use. It is a process that helps churches answer one question: “What is God
calling our congregation to do and be in this time and this place?” Cost will be about $3,500. This will
probably be presented at the June Congregational Meeting so the congregation understands what is
going on and votes on it.
Care Team (Marge Fassnacht)
 She is still working on getting her budget together. Dealing with less money. She will bring to the
congregation for approval at the June meeting.
 The Alliance is still hanging on. They thought they found someone to lead it but they didn’t pass the
background check. Big issue is that it’s part-time. Margaret suggested checking with Universities to see if
any students would be interested.
Facilities Team (Anne Zimmer for Rick Davis)
 The company for the roof has agreed to do part of the job for the price agreed to with insurance company.
Does not include everything. Rick is going to get another company to see if they are willing.
 The elevator inspection failed because the emergency light and alarm doesn’t work. Rick is looking into
whether it is because of the battery which we could fix.
 Mike fixed the office door.
 Rick is still having a lot of issues with his knee.
 Mark Heitman replaced a ballast on lights and fixed plug by Joan’s office.
 Jan Apro reported that he contacted the insurance company’s Risk Management Program to find out what
they want us to do regarding security matters.
Finance Team (Margaret Maybury)
 Margaret reported that she met with Anne to go over what we can do to reduce expenses.
Treasurer’s Report (Anne Zimmer)
 Anne reviewed with Council the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual and the Balance Sheet. She had added a
few things. She’s learning a lot about the new computer program.
 Roof repair insurance money went into the Good Samaritan Fund but we can’t use it. She just put it there
until the roof is repaired.
 As always, copies of financial reports are available in the office for anyone who wishes to see them.
Endowment Report (Jan Apro)
 In February, we lost $6,846 on both funds. The market is like a rollercoaster. Hope things will stabilize in
the next few months.
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
March 19, 2018
Council Minutes Continued
Nurture Team (Linda Woods)
 Karen had shared at their meeting that enrollment for Nursery School is coming along slowly. She is
going to advertise more.
 Nursery School will have a budget proposed in May.
 The water fountain is fixed. Karen said thank you.
 Nursery School’s annual carnival in March made $1,430 (for Elaine Payne Scholarship Fund).
 The next Nursery School/Church Summit Meeting will be April 23rd at 6:30 P.M.
 Discussion about a visit from a local church youth group regarding LOGOS Program for youth. Pastor
Barry said we may possibly have an informal gathering of millennial’s from our church (sons and
daughters of members) led by himself.
 June 10th is Teacher/Graduates/Music Program Recognition “Celebration Sunday”.
 Mothers’ Day – Flowers, etc.
Worship Team (Vicky Ritz)
 Palms are in the refrigerator for Palm Sunday.
 Pastor Barry said there will be a Sunrise Service outside in the courtyard or in the Chapel depending on
the weather.
 Maundy Thursday (combining Good Friday) service will be in the chapel.
Vice President’s Report (Jan Apro)
 Zwoster Scholarship – The Committee already approved Chelsey Davis because she is ready to start a
summer session. A MOTION was made (Klusmeier/Woods) to approve scholarship money ($500 + $500,
total $1,000) for Chelsey. MOTION PASSED.
Lay Minister’s Report (Joan Allen)
 She attended the Nurture Meeting, attends Community Dinners when she can, staff meeting, prepared
sermon for 2/25, prepared class lessons, attended Cluster II on 3/15, working on cleaning out nursery
room and old SS classroom downstairs with Vickie Bryant and Kim Ferry, working on cleaning out the
Sunday school to be SPY and SS office, working on Evelyn’s office (slow process).
 Right now she is preparing for Lock-in this weekend (23rd-24th) and making candy for the sale on Sunday.
 She is working with Vickie Bryant and Kim Ferry on Sunrise Service Breakfast.
 She started collecting water for the parade.
 Mileage: Visited Evelyn (Tim) – 6 miles; Cluster – 14 miles; SPY meeting 5.6 miles.
 SPY will plant flowers at the lock in, by the parking lot wall.
 Kids took dirt and ashes from Ash Wednesday and will plant a magnolia tree in memory of Evelyn in the
courtyard. They will work on this at the lock-in. They will put a plaque or stone there when they plant.
 Discussion regarding SPY building a float for Memorial Day. Joan asked Anne for scouts’ help.
OLD BUSINESS
 Pastor Barry distributed to Council Tenebrae Readings for Maundy Thursday and asked if anyone would
volunteer to read to e-mail him or let him know. He would like to use the candelabra that we use for
weddings at the service.
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
March 19, 2018
Council Minutes Continued
OLD BUSINESS (Continued)



Pastor Barry asked how to order a brick for the Walk of Faith. Someone had asked about a brick for
Evelyn. They are ordered in blocks of 25 for a cost of $35 each.

NEW BUSINESS
 Pastor Barry asked Nancy if a tablet or device with a keypad would help her with taking minutes. If so, he
might be able to get his hands on one. She said she has a tablet but that she likes the flexibility of hand
writing them.
 Anne reported that voting for the Primary special election on May 8 will be at St. Paul and also on
November 6.
 SONKA Spring Gathering is April 28 in Kettering if anyone would like to go.
A MOTION was made (Maybury/Ritz) to adjourn. MOTION PASSED and the meeting adjourned at 8:29 P.M.
with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
The next Council meeting is Monday,
June 18, 2018 7:00 PM.

Nancy Klusmeier
Council Secretary

PLEASE HELP US with
LIGHTS AND DOORS

JUNE EPISTLE
DEADLINE

On several occurrences lately, we have found an
outside door unlocked. Please be sure to check
doors before you leave, especially if you are the last
one out.
Please do your diligence to make sure that
the lights are off in the building when you
leave.

The Epistle deadline for the June edition is
Wednesday, May 23rd, 2018. Please submit the
information either by email to Anne or drop it in
the Epistle box in the main office. There is also a
folder in the blue mailbox
outside
the office.

Thank you

FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Paul-United-Church-of-Christ-NCH/451020504934791.
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CALLING ALL GRADUATES

CELEBRATION SUNDAY

We are looking for those who are graduating this year.
If you have someone graduating, please make sure to
tell the office. We want to recognize them at our
Celebration Sunday on Sunday, June 10th during
worship.
Please call the office with their name, where they
graduated from, are they continuing their education,
etc.

On Sunday, June 10th, during worship, we
will be recognizing our Sunday School
teachers, our graduates, and all of our
musicians. Please be sure to join us as we
celebrate all the wonderful things and the
many talents of our teachers, graduates,
and musicians.
Thanks,
The Nurture Team

Looking forward to hearing from you!
Thanks,
The Nurture Team
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What is SPY up to??

A lot will be going on the next couple of months for the SPY, so
mark your calendar, HERE WE GO!
Our next lock in will be May the 11th and 12th. This is a wild and
work lock in. Friday night after dinner, we will be cleaning in the
sanctuary and then it is game on. The SPY’s have been told to bring their favorite game and we will
be having a game night. Saturday morning we will be working in the front of the church with clean
up and planting flowers. With weather permitting, we will be planting Evelyn's Memorial Tree. We will
have a dedication for the tree at a later date.

On May the 13th, we will be assisting with the Mother’s Day Flowers.

On May 26th, we will be walking in the NCH Parade.
We are hoping that you would consider joining us, by
riding along or walking with us. We will be meeting up
Rose’s at 10 am and the parade begins at 11 am.

at

The SPY will be doing a Rock-a-thon on June 10th with all the monies going
to cancer research. So, please consider giving when asked by a SPY to
sponsor us.

Special Note: If you would like to help with the purchase of flowers for the
court yard , please see Pastor Joan or Kim Ferry, on any Sunday or
contact Vicki Bryant.
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Good Friday Fish Fry, Roller Skating and
Easter Sunday Egg Hunt
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SOMETHING NEW COMING TO ST. PAUL
There is a new kind of prayer coming to St. Paul this summer. In the months of June,
July and August, we will be hosting a “drive through” prayer, for our neighbors and
members in need, in our parking lot.
How will this work, you ask? From 9-11 am, we will set
up stations in our top lot and invite anyone, neighbor
or member, drivers or walkers, to come into the
parking lot and receive a prayer. We know that people
drive by our beautiful church everyday and wonder if
God can hear them. We will give them a chance to
know that “God is listening” and so are we.
If you would like to help, we would love your help. There will be
lots of things for you to help with setting up, praying, guiding and
closing down. Let us reach out to all God’s children and open
our doors and parking lot to all of our brothers and sisters in
Christ. For more information see Pastor Barry or Pastor Joan.

MT. HEALTHY
PANTRY NEEDS
Deoderant, Bar Soap
Tooth Paste, Shampoo
Toilet Paper, Tooth Brushes
Canned Fruit, Cereal
You can bring items to the main office and we will be
sure to get it delivered.
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SCOUTING NEWS
The Cubbies will be wrapping up this current school year
program. They are finishing up final requirements for their
rank levels.
The Troop is working on their pre-requisites for their merit badges that they will be taking during summer
camp this year.
The Crew’s trip is getting closer and closer. They have made camp site reservations, finalizing trip details
and now working on menus and food plans for the week. They are super excited about all the Science stuff
they will be doing during their trip.

This was our 46th school year for St. Paul Nursery School.
Where does the time go? Even this year flew by. It seems like it
was just September and now the children are moving on.
St. Paul Nursery School has grown over these 46 years. When
the Nursery School first started, it was upstairs in two small
classrooms, where the chapel and meeting rooms are now. Now
we are downstairs with four classrooms, five teachers, and a
teacher assistant.
Mrs. Susan Ehrhardt has just completed her 31st year here at St.
Paul preschool. As I mentioned in the Epistle a few month ago,
she is an author of a book called “A to Z Ready for K: A Complete
Preschool Curriculum” It’s now ready for purchase from Red Leaf
or Amazon. We are so proud of her and so happy she is
continuing to teach at St. Paul. We appreciate all her hard work
and dedication to the preschool.
We have another Dine and Donate at The Italianette Pizza on Wednesday, May 9th (all day) Dine or Carry
Out. Please show them the flyer above.
Now for some Thank You’s:
 Thank you St. Paul congregation for letting us teach in this beautiful facility.
 Thank you Lynn Kluesener and Roxanne Reed for all their help and support.
 Thank you Jim Maybury for all the little things you do for us.
Registration is still open, if you know any one who is looking for a
preschool.
May God Bless you and have a wonderful summer. See you in the fall.
Karen Rieman
and Staff
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5/1 Bob Dickman
5/2 Stephen Sharpshair
5/3 Betty Klug
Ethan Overholts
5/5 Pam Leist
5/6 Linda Stegman
5/7 Megan Reed
Anne-Marie Timme
5/8 Alice Graber
Romone Johnson

6/1 Chris Hoeweler
Misti Cornish
6/6 Mark Heitman
6/11 Sarah Jester Way
6/12 Bradford Bryant
6/13 Cheryl DuPriest

5/8
5/11
5/13
5/17
5/18
5/19
5/21
5/22

6/17
6/18
6/20
6/21
6/22

May 2018

Lawrence Schnee
Steven Johnson
Allyson Jensen
Ryan King
Barbara Cooper
Linda Woods
Madyson King
Alexis Mittler
Brandon Smith
Howard Heineke

5/23

Robert Gorsler
Lucille Walters
Elijah Kelsey
Katherine Zapf
Herman Stahmer
Jordyn King

6/26
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5/27
5/28
5/29
5/31

6/27
6/30

Mike Cornish
Tyler Mittler
Tom Bryant
Scott Gorsler
Ellie Reed
Robin Keller
Judith McIlhaney

Jan Apro
Shianna Johnson
Roger Kolde
William Lowes
Jesica Overholts
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Please Continue to Remember in Prayer:
Nan Grow
Our servicemen and women
Peggy Adams
Payson Davis
Chad Willcocks
Melody Hoff
Katie Morgan
Kathy Aker
Ginny DuPriest
Debbie DuPriest
Will Maier
David Smith
Erma Amrein
Mike Mathauer
John Allen
Jack Frost
Karon Jackson
Randy Schwartz
Gay Steinhauer
Mike Cornish
Norma Carrier
Alice Graber

Mike Cornish
Norma Carrier
Alice Graber
Makayla Borg
Doug Mossman
Don Beresford
Margie Harman
Tony Mancini
Vicki Celenza
Helen Mason
Richard Wittaker
Max Kramer
Tom Kondo
Stephanie Collins
Nancy Klusmeier
AJ Voskuhl
Jessica Obert
Paul LaMott
Gay D. Smith
Tyler Hardin
Rick Manifold

Rev. Virginia Duffy
Ruth Meissner
Kluesener Niece
Barbara Williamson
Skip Zimmer
Melissa Holmes
Mike Chalfin
Elaine Sloan
Del Collins
Steve Rogers
Barbara Koutroubas
Nancy Lanza
Rodney Webb, Sr.
Steve Barrett
Bob Berkley
Bonnie Rogers
Rebecca Horning

Please keep the office informed on the status of those you have placed on the prayer list.

Please Continue to Remember in Prayer our HomeBound:
Geraldine Cooper
Marian Faller
Albert Mueller
Dot Sunnenberg
Sharon Wagner

Bob Dickman
Mary Lou Heiden
Jean Schmadel
Anne Timme
Lucille Walters

If you would like to add
someone to the prayer
list, please call the office.
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Gladys Elsasser
Charlotte McCauley
Joyce Seesing
Dolores Ungerbuehler

May 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

FH = Fellowship Hall
NS = Nursery School

6
Communion

7

TUESDAY
1

2

THURSDAY
3

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

11
SPY Lock In

12

Disciple Study
Group 7 pm

8
Election Day

New Member
Meeting After
Worship

13
Happy
Mothers Day

WEDNESDAY

9
Pastoral
Relations Mtg
6:30 pm

10
Disciple Study
Group 7 pm

6:30 pm - 10
am

NS Pre-K 7 pm
Graduation FH

14
15
16
NS 3’s Concert NS - No School
Sanctuary 7
pm

17
Staff Mtg 8 am
Rummage Sale
Set Up 1 pm

18
19
NS - No School
Rummage Sale
Rummage Sale 10 am - 3pm
Set Up

Disciple Study
Group 7 pm
NS 4’s Concert
Sanctuary 7 pm
20
Pentecost
Sunday
Communion
New Member
Sunday

21
Nurture Mtg
5:30 pm

22

23
Epistle Articles
Due

24

30

31

Disciple Study
Group 7 pm

25

26
NCH Parade
11 am

Council Mtg
7 pm

Pack Com Mtg
6 pm
27

28

29

Memorial Day

Disciple Study
Group 7 pm

OFFICE
CLOSED
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Standing Dates:
Mondays:
Crafty Critters - 10 AM
Scouts:6:30 - 9:00 PM
Tuesday:
Community Dinner
5:00 PM weekly
Fridays/Saturdays:
AA Meeting 8 PM
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St. Paul United Church of Christ
6997 Hamilton Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45231

THE EPISTLE
OF ST. PAUL
Church Staff:
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher, Sr. Minister
Joan Allen, Lay Minister
Rick Tallarigo, Organist/Interim Music
Director
Anne Zimmer, Office Administrator
Jim Maybury, Sexton
Anne Zimmer, Treasurer

St. Paul United Church of Christ
6997 Hamilton Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45231
Phone: (513) 931-2205
Fax: (513) 931-2206
Website: www.stpaulnch.com
Email: office@stpaulnch.com
Office Hours 9:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. Monday - Wednesday
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Thursday - Friday

Nursery School Staff: Karen A. Rieman, Director
Susan Ehrhardt, Amy Miller, Angela Oaks, and Morgan Peters

Parish Nurses: Vicki Celenza, R.N.,
Coordinator
Roxanne Reed, R.N.

