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Suez canal blockage: concerns over impact on building materials 
 

The canal route that connects the Mediterranean to the Red Sea handles more than 

10 per cent of global maritime trade. There is concern that some building materials 
could become harder to obtain as global trade is hit by the fallout of the container 
ship blocking the Suez canal. The large vessel, operated by Taiwanese shipping 
firm Evergreen, had been blocking the Egyptian trade route that connects the 
Mediterranean to the Red Sea. The canal is one of the world’s busiest shipping 
routes and handles more than 10 per cent of global maritime trade. 
 
Initial attempts to remove the ship, which became wedged amid high winds and a 

dust storm on Tuesday morning (23 March), were unsuccessful. News agency Reuters quoted one of the firms 
involved in the operation as saying their work to free the stranded vessel could take “weeks”. On Monday (29 
March), the ship was partially refloated but, as of 9am (UK time), had not yet been moved. John Newcomb, CEO 
of the Builders Merchants Federation and co-chair of Construction Leadership Council’s product availability 
working group said on Friday (26 March): “Container imports have been a major issue for some time but over the 
last couple of weeks we have seen a slight easing of lead times. Unfortunately, this is likely to change again if the 
Suez canal is blocked for any length of time and we are monitoring the situation closely.    Taken from https://
www.constructionnews.co.uk 
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CDB CONSULTING ENGINEERS LTD  

Institute of Domestic Heating &  Environmental Engineers 

P O Box 329,  

Southampton, SO40 0BT, U.K. 

 

 Tel: +44 [0] 23 80 66 89 00      

 Fax: +44 [0] 23 80 66 08 88     

 

Email: admin@idhee.org.uk  

 

CDB CONSULTING ENGINEERS ACT AS EXPERT WITNESS for  

The Domestic Installations    Registered by  The IDHEE as  

Expert Witness—Office of Fair Trading 

 

 

 

 

We carry out full pre-purchase Technical Due Diligence/ Condition Survey Reports. 

The Technical Reports cover all Electrical/HVAC/Plumbing installed within the property and they  are NDT (non 
destructive testing/inspecting) to visual/visible and accessible locations and carried out under Covid safety 
conditions. 

Reporting on all existing, visible and accessible equipment details - incoming mains services, sizes, Water, Gas -
Electrical requirements, including all necessary comments to existing services and add full recommendations. 

Our fee includes all necessary travelling time, the taking of all photographs to include within the report as 
considered necessary and making comments on same together with your review/approval of report and 
thereafter to issue the final Report 

£455.00 exclusive of V.A.T. for residential properties  (within a radius of 50  miles of Manchester, and within 
a radius of 50 miles of Carlisle  out with these areas and for commercial properties please contact us for a 
quotation) 

 

Stamp duty holiday extended to end of June 

The stamp duty holiday on house purchases has been extended for a 

further three months, Chancellor Rishi Sunak announced in his Budget. 

The property purchase tax has been suspended on the first £500,000 of all 

sales in England and Northern Ireland since July. 

The tax break for will now continue until the end of June. 

After that the nil rate band will be set at £250,000 - double its standard level - 
until the end of September.  

Rishi Sunak told MPs the extra move was "to smooth the transition back to normal - and we will only return to the 
usual level of £125,000 from October 1".  

The stamp duty holiday was introduced to help buyers who might have taken a financial hit because of Covid. It was 

also intended to boost a property market hit by lockdown.  

During the stamp duty holiday there has also been some relief from the equivalent taxes for property buyers in Scotland 
and Wales - which is set to end on 31 March.  

The extension of the stamp duty holiday will provide relief for people buying and selling homes, according to property 

group Knight Frank.  

"The extension is fair because completion dates for buyers and sellers have been jeopardised through no fault of their 
own," said Tom Bill, head of UK residential research at Knight Frank.  
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Let us help you - with new idea's / new designs /new innovations in M&E engineering  -Proposed New 
Build & developments. 
 
We help Architects, developers, main contractors, with the M&E designs. We cooperate with you to get 
the M&E designs completed on  time and within budget.  
 
If you need a 15 minute brainstorming /development of idea's,. build your M&E Strategy please call to 
arrange that meeting. 
 
NO PITCHING for your business NO Offers  - Just 100% Value Engineering. 
 
Please call 0845 074 0763 and/or email your layouts & details to cad.drawings@cdbconsulting.co.uk 
and we will contact you.  

Outrage at decision to axe Green Homes Grant with four days’ 
notice 
Shock as six-month old policy is scrapped without warning - and 
£1.2bn short of launch promise 
 
The decision of the government to axe the Green Homes Grant has 
been greeted with shock and outrage by the sectors tasked with 
delivering the troubled energy efficiency scheme. 
 
The fact that the decision to close the Grant to new applications on 
31 March was announced on Saturday, along with a promise to 
'boost' energy efficiency funding for poorer households by £300m 
has been seen as an attempt to 'bury bad news. There had been 
fears that the government wouldn't rollover the full £1.5bn it promised at the scheme's launch, but the fact that it is 
not extending the application period and only expects now to grant £300m of vouchers - a shortfall of over £1 
billion - is seen as a major climbdown. 
 
Construction industry groups have expressed their frustration and shock at the decision to close the scheme to 
new applications with only four day's notice. 
 
Julie Hirigoyen, chief executive at the UK Green Building Council, typified the mood from the built environment 
sector. She said: “Slashing more than £1bn in funding for energy efficiency is an absolute travesty, for households 
wanting to take action and for businesses trying to plan ahead, and has created yet another roadblock for 
decarbonising the country’s 29 million homes. We have been left speechless by this news, which comes just days 
after the Environmental Audit Committee sent a clear message to government that if we are to meet our legally 
binding target to be net zero carbon by 2050, urgent action is needed to improve energy efficiency of homes this 
decade.” 
 
The Green Homes Grant, which offered vouchers to pay for energy efficiency upgrades in insulation, low-carbon 
heating and heating controls, has been beset by long delays in approving applications from homeowners and, 
catastrophically in some cases, by delays in paying contractors for work completed. The scheme reached the level 
of national scandal when it was reported that some smaller installation firms had had to declare bankruptcy in 
response to the payment delays, while others had to lay off staff after scaling up to meet the predicted demand for 
the scheme. 
 
The Federation of Master Builders, whose members were actively involved in installations, joined the chorus of 
outrage. 
 
Taken from H & V News https://www.hvnplus.co.uk/news/outrage-at-decision-to axe-green-homes-grant-with-four-
days-notice-29-03-2021/ 
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COVID-19: Outdoor get-togethers and sport resume in England - but PM 
warns 'we must be cautious' 
 
The prime minister urges people to stick to the rules amid the threat of 
coronavirus variants and rising  
cases in Europe. 
People are now allowed to meet in groups of up to six or as two households and 
outdoor team sports are reopening in a major easing of England's lockdown 
restrictions. 
As the "stay at home" order ended at midnight, Boris Johnson stressed that "we 
must remain cautious", saying cases were rising across Europe and new variants were threatening the COVID-
19 vaccine rollout. 
From 29

th
 March 2021 in England: 

• Groups of up to six people - or two households - can socialise in parks and gardens 
• Football and cricket pitches, tennis and basketball courts, outdoor swimming pools can reopen 

• Golf courses and sailing clubs can reopen 
 

 
 Meanwhile  in Scotland 
 
Stay Local rule to apply from 2 April. 
 
The First Minister has set out a timetable for the re-opening of 
parts of society over the next two months. 
Stay at Home regulations will be lifted on 2 April and replaced 
with guidance to Stay Local, with more services including 
hairdressers, garden centres and non-essential click and collect 
services able to open from 5 April. 
More college students will also return to on-campus learning 
and outdoor contact sports will resume for 12-17 year olds on 5 

April if progress on vaccination and suppression of Coronavirus (COVID-19) continues. The Scottish Government 
then hopes to lift all restrictions on journeys in mainland Scotland on 26 April. Discussions will be held with island 
communities already in lower levels on the possibility of having a faster return to more socialising and hospitality 
with restrictions on mainland travel to protect against importation of the virus. 
Vaccination of all nine JCVI priority groups – more than half of the population, accounting for 99% of COVID-
related fatalities – is expected to be completed by mid-April, supplies allowing. The dates outlined are enabled by 
strong new evidence that suggests vaccines reduce the chances of transmitting the virus as well as reducing 
serious illness and death, even after a first dose. 
Further expected easing on 26 April : 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                         
                                                                                            
Membership number  CHAS-237711 

https://news.sky.com/topic/covid-19-8518


 

PLEASE CALL US TODAY, for free  impartial 
advice  

4th Floor 

59 Piccadilly 

MANCHESTER 

M1 2AQ     Tel: 0161 871 7403 

 

Phone  0845 074 0763 

             0161 871 7403 

             01228 586 441 

 

Fax:     0845  074  0764 

 

E-mail:  info@cdbconsulting.co.uk 

CDB Consulting Engineers celebrate being in business now for over 10 years 
moving from strength to strength, with a team of engineers, the main 
parties who have been working within the building services industry each for 
over 30 years.  
 
We all have a wide ranging experience across all types of  building design 
which includes offices, retail, residential, schools, hospitals and all types of 
industrial buildings 
 
We are working hard towards being in close partnership with our  clients, 
design and contract team, offering advice from conceptual consultation 
through to full system design to ensure high-performance. 
 
Having a wide experience, our personal and professional approach we offer 
to assist Architects, Developers, Main-Contractors, Local Council’s and 
Health Authorities etc. 
 
CDB Consulting will deliver a complete range of mechanical electrical & 
public health services from industrial engineering  to HVAC, hot  and cold 
water services, Steam and High temperature engineering, network 
distribution, power and lighting control.  
 
Other services include fire protection, security systems,   voice and data 
communications technologies, as well as consultations and services that 
focuses on energy efficiency.  
 
CDB Consultants aim to provide optimal solutions that meet the 
requirements of the building and the client, recognizing the importance of 
energy efficiency and cost management 
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We help  Solicitors and Barristers as we are your technical eyes on site.  
 
 
We survey your dispute, take photographs, make comment against these 
photo's and include all these comments along with our technical 
information and advice in a part 35 Expert Report.   
 
 
Should you wish to arrange a 15 minute chat, develop advice or arrange 

for a quotation for a  visit throughout the North of  the UK please do not 

hesitate to call 0845 074 0763 or email us at info@cdbconsulting.co.uk 

OUR  
Organization 

WE’RE ON THE WEB   
 

WWW.cdbconsulting.co.uk 

ALSO at :- THE ANNEX,  

DESIGN OFFICE 

LOOPHILL FARM 

CANONBIE   

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY  

DG14 0XW    Tel: 01228 586 441 

Please feel free to visit our website where more information is 
available  
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