HOF 2010 Inductees: Zack Papachristos 

     A Castro Valley resident since 1962, Zack Papachristos coached wrestling at Canyon High School for four years, leading the Cougars to a North Coast Section championship and a Northern California title. His teams were 64-8 in dual meets and twice won the Hayward Area Athletic League championship. Zack also coached tennis at Canyon, his teams going 51-1 in dual meets and winning the NCS championship in 1968.
     Papachristos took over the Chabot College wrestling program from Bob Thomsen in 1969. In his 14 years as wrestling coach, the Gladiators won five state championships, 12 Northern California titles and 12 Golden Gate Conference titles. He coached 18 individual state champions and 52 All-Americans. His dual meet record was 156-6-2 and his teams lost only one conference dual meet in 14 years.
     Papachristos was Golden Gate Conference Coach of the Year five times and was named Coach of the Decade for the 1970s. He was inducted into the California Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2002.
     An avid golfer, Zack agreed to take over as golf coach at Chabot in 1992 when the school faced the prospect of possibly dropping the sport if it couldn’t find a coach. In his 18 seasons since then, the Gladiators’ golf team has won 13 conference titles and six Northern California championships. 
     Zack was born in Greece, but moved to Salt Lake City when he was 11. He and his wife, Patricia, have been married for 43 years and have lived in Castro Valley the entire time. 
