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The Brethren Isolated and Unknown to Bach Other. ~

Tue Fdinburgh Church dated its existence from the month
of March 1853. Next to the Dundee Church, which had
‘been fort formed a short tin time prev 1ously, it was prob'xb]y the
first in this countr‘y' to be formully organised upon the
basis of a belief in the things concerning the Kingdom of
God and the name of Jesus Christ, and baptlsm subse-
quent to that belief. Shortly after the formation of the
Edinburgh Church, the fact became known that there
existed here and there throughout the country small com-
panies of believers, as well as isolated individuals, who
cherished tbeAsarﬁe faith and hope. At that period, there
existed no means of putting these small associations of
believers in communication with each other, and in some
instances it was quite surprising how brethren in different
parts of the kingdom became aware of each other’s exist-
ence. Through communications that appeared in-the .
Herald of the Kingdom, and through previous acquaint-
unceship in other religious associations, it was known that
there were a few in Glasgow, Dundee, snd Fifeshire who
had accepted ‘the gospel according to Dr Thomas;’ but

beyond this little was at first known,
No, 1 1
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.

Making Personal Acquaintance,

The first personal visit we had from *stranger brethren,’
as they were somewhat paradoxically termed,- was on
Sunday, October 16, 1855—little more than six months
after the formation of the meeting—when Allan Fordyce
and James Archibald from Glasgow, John Duncan from
Dundee, and David Lawson from Newburgh, met with
us. These four brethren, having learned that a meeting
had recently been formed in the Scottish Metropolis, of
persons who were all Baptised Believers of the Gospel of
the Kingdom of God, were naturally desirous of making
the acquamta,nce-of their hitherto unknown brethren.
They accordingly arranged among themselves to pay us a
visit, making us aware beforehand of their intention to
do so.

We were of course delighted to know this, and made

“arrangements to give them a cordial welcome. This meet-
ing—which was practically arranged by the brethren in

Glasgow—may be said to have been the first of those
annual general meetings which afterwards became an

. established institution among the brotherhood, and were

usually held in Edinburgh.

- A tea ineeting was held in the afternoon, at which the
visitors gave an account of the state of the churches in
their respective localities. The report from Glasgow,
which was the most interesting, stated that there had
recently been a division in the church there, in consequence
of a disagreement on the question of the present possession
of the Ho'y Spirit. At that time, it was the custom of

ithe Edinburgh Church, prevlous to oﬂerlnn' up prayer, to

give an opportunity for making suggestions as to any
.s.pecml petition that should be presented, so that all
might agree to it; aud before separating, at the request
of the Glasgow. visitors, special united prayer was made
that tho eause of disunion among them might soon cease
to exist, '
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1854.

A Desirs for Extended Acquaintanceship.

The meeting with these four brethren from distant
places was of an exceedingly pleasant and profitable char-
acter, and it greatly stimulated a desire that had previously
cxisted, to search out and put the bretbren into com-
munieation with congregations of believers and solitary
brethren who might be located in different parts of the
country, for their mutual benefit. The subject was men-
tioned at the first anniversary meeting of the Edinburgh
Church, held on the afternoon of Sunday, March 26th,
1854 ; and after being talked about, it was resolved that

a correspundence should be opened with other .churches
in different parts of the country.

AGGREGA’I‘E MEETING

As a result of the steps that were thus taken towards
cultivating the acquaintance of distant brethren, it was

- arranged to have an aggregate meeting of as wany brethren

from other quarters as could attend, on the last Sunday
of 1854, being the last day of the year. Invitations were
issued to ull the brethren so far as known; and these
were responded to by the presence of eleven from Glas-
gow, three from Fife, three from Aberdeen, one from
J)undee one from Greenock, and one from Moffat. The
proceedings at this assembly were made to assume both a
business and a festive character, and an attempt was mado

at something like a formal organisation of the brethren
thus scattered throuvhout the country.

The Visitors,

In addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting
the following were present from other places :—

Anenpeex~Alexander, Mrs, and Miss
Black,

Dunore—Jolin Dunean.

Grasuow—~Janis Archibald, Allan For- |
dyce, James Fraser, Donald Mackay, | Morrar—James Henderson,
Miss Marshali, Efizabeth, Sarab, Helen, | Nxwovrou—Devid Lawson,

. E

and John M‘Taggart, Mrs Nalumith,

and James I1, Stoddart,
Gouaocx—Jamcs Lamb.
Krxcarvy—Robert Boyd.
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SATURDAY.

The Yolnger Brethren Demonstrate,

In the early summer of this year, the younger brethren
of the Edinburgh Church had established what was known
as * the Saturday NJoht Meeéting,’ which was intended for
. mutual improvement and to prowote social intercourse

among the members. A similar meeting had also been:

commenced in connection with the Glasgow. Church, and

there had been some pleasant intercourse between the two.

- The members of the Edinburgh Saturday Night Meeting

~ had arranged for a grand reception and entertainment to

A their visitors from the West ; but, unfortunately, the train

P by which they travelled was severa.] hours late, and all the
: kindly planned arrangements were completely upset.

.  SUNDAY.

FTORENOON,

Devotional Exercises.

* The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the
i Tailors’ Hall, Potter Row—the usual meeting-place of
E {he ] Edmburvh brethren. . Francis Renwick was npp(unted
to preside ; and he commenced the pmceedmfrs by giving
! out the 148th I’salm, second version, which was sung
' heartily, to the tune of Benedicite, with the Doxology at
the end. He then offered up fervent prayer and thanks- .. ¢
giving on behalf of the assembly, after which Brother
John Forman read the 46th Psalm. The President next
gave oub the first four verses of the 72nd Psalm, which
were sung to the tune of St Stephens. James Cameron
then read the 26th chapter of Isaiah.

Reports Respecting the Churches,

Jouy Forman, by request, made a statement respecting
the origin and the history, thus far, of the Idinburgh
. Chureh, with some remarks as to its present positiou.
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AvrLay Fonover gave a sketch of the meeting in Glasgow
previous to their separation from Thomas Young and his
partly ou the question of the present possession of the Holy
Spirit.  He also gave a brief account of their present
condition, which he described as being one of great care-
lessness and callousness. .

Javes Fraser supplemented the remarks of Brother
Fordyce with one or two particulars he had omitted.

Joux Duncax reported progress respecting Dundee. He
said they had recently been considering the subject of the
Holy Spirit, and with special reference to a suggestion
which hud been made, that God would perhaps give them
this as a mark by which to distinguish them as His well-
beloved children. They could not, however, find sufficient
warrant in Scripture for such an expectui:iqn.' ~One reason

why they thought they did not. possess the Holy Spirit at
the present time was because they were not in a state to
receive it ; for they were so selfish, that if they were now
endowed with it, they would be inclined to use it for
‘personal purposes. '

Avrexavper Brack spoke on ~behalf of the church in
E B Aberdeen, and mentioned that it consisted of 26 persons
' ' —17 males and 9 females. '

Davip Lawson gave an account of the prospects of the

: truth in different parts of Fifeshire. He said that at

Cupar they had a great obstacle to people coming to their

Sunday evening lectures in the winter time from the want :

of a light at the entrance to their meeting-place, which = *
was a.rather awkward one. People were consequently '
deterred from coming. '

Axprew Tarr then rose to make what was intended to
(! be a few concluding remarks. He expressed it as his
i - obinion that the meeting would have been more profitable
if it had been occupied with devotional exercises and the
-reading of the Scriptures; and he proposed to read a
chapter.

The Crairuan, however, interrupted him to say that

this was a mistake, and he pointed out that, in the specinl’
(0
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circurnstances, the meeting had been conducted to the best
advantage as it was, ‘
A. Tarr then read the 5th chapter of the Epistie to the
Iiphesians, on which he made a few remarks.
The last four verses of the 43d Psalm were then sung
to the tune of Invocation, followed by prayer, after which
the meeting adjourned at half-past one o'clock.

AFTERNOON.

The meeting was resumed at three o'clock ; and after
thanksgiving had been oftered by John Forman, tea was
served. o

e Evangelistic Work. .
~ The first subject considered was the best means of mak-
ing known the things of the Kingdoin and the namne
of Jesus Christ. A good deak of discussion took place on
this question, and several suggestions made applicable to
the varying circumstances of different localities.

The Breaking of Bread.

The propriety of observing the Lord’s Supper on any
other day than Sunday, and at another time than in the
evening, was then brought up. On this latter point some
of the Tdinburgh brethren had from the first entertained
strong convictions, contending that, as it was in the
evening when our Lord instituted it, and that it was
called a * supper,” which was an evening imeal, it should not
be partaken of in the early part of the day. The general
conviction, however, seemed to be that, as there was no
specinl direction for the breaking of bread being observed
on a particular day or ut a particular hour, the brethren
were at liberty to study their own convenience in the
matter; bLut, as the first disciples were in the habit of
olserving it on the Wirst Day of the week, it was con-
stdered seenily that we should do so likewise. .

Jefore this meeting separated, the breaking of bread
was introduced, in aceordance with the Idinburgh custom
which then prevailed of having it in the evening.

" :
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EVENING.

After an interval of twenty-five minutes, the conference
was resumed at a quarter to seven o’clock.

The Best Mode of Conducting the Meetings.

The principal topic that engaged attention at the even-
ing sederunt was the best manner in which the church
meetings should be conducted, and particularly how those
who were usually silent might be induced to take part in
the proceedings. In the discussion that took place upon
this subject, all the brethren present were in turn asked
to speuk their mind; and, as regarded the Fdinburgh
meeting, a general feeling was expressed that a number
of those who usually maintained sileoce should be invited
and encouraged to contribute to the general edification. -

Christian Fellowship,

This subject had also been set down for consideration ;
but as the hour was rather late before it was reached, and
a nunber of the brethren and sisters had by this time left,
it was treated very brietly, only a few generalities being
indulged in by one or two speakers. :

The meeting was closed by the company singing the
last four verses of the second paraphrase, to the tune of
St David’s, followed by prayer and thanksgiving, presented

by John Forman.
| MONDAY.

On Monday morning (New Year’s Day, 1855), several
of the Glasgow visitors returned home by an early train.
According to an arrangement made on the previous day,
those who remained, along with a number of the Edinburgh
brethren and sisters, met in the forenoon at the Duke of
Wellington’s statue, Princes Street, and had a walk round
the Queen’s Drive. Assembling in the Tailors’ Hall at
two o'clock, refreshments were served, after which the
visitors were accompanied to the railway station on their
return home.

TRERRR R,
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1855,

The success which attended the aggregate meeting in
1854 was such as to call for its repetition at the close of
the year 1855 ; und with a view to turning it to the
greatest advantage, and obtaining as much information as
possible respecting the position of the truth throughout
Britain, manuscript. circulars “announcing the intended
meeting were forwarded to all the various churches in both
Scotland and England. Information was also requested
respeeting the state of the varivus meetings, the manner:
; in which they were conducted, and several other points of -

interest. , o .
: A Difficulty with the Glasgow Meet_ings.'

In sending out these- invitations, some difficulty was
experienced from the fuct that there were two meetings in
Glasgow, mutually opposed to each other. When it was
A suggested that an invitation should be addressed to Thomas
Young, on behalf of the brethren then meeting at 50U
Irederick Street, William Naismith strongly opposed the
‘proposal, and said that if Mr Young came, ke would not
attend. Against this it was contended that the united
brotherhood should not recoguise personal differences, but
send lnvitations to all who were known to be of like faith.
A good deal of unpleasant discussion took place on this
point, but ultimately it was agreed that the brethren
mecting in Frederick Street should be invited, along with . . _
the others, to take part in the couvccation, by letter or
deputy. . This was done, and in reply they wrote stating
that they would send two brethren on condition that the
discission of the following questions should be the prin-
cipal business of the meeting :—

I Is the Npirit of Ued promised to und possessed by all the sons of God?

- l;itl Jesus exist, before taking upon him flesh, in the image and glory
R T N )

3. Was the death of Jesus in order to satisfaction of divine justice, ov
was iomerely as an example, de, 7

1. Are wo ab liberty to udmit into our fellowship those who lwld the
"negudive of the nbove propositions ?




-

AT e

ANNUAL ACGREGATE MEETINGS—1855

They added that, as a mneeting, they could not hold fellow-
ship with those who denied the truths referred to. The
response to this letter stated that, as the contemplated
uiecting was for the comparison of congregational experi-
ences, the Tidinburgh brethren could not take upon them-
selves to yield to their conditions, and asked them to
reconsider. This elicited another letter, containing replies
to some of the nine points mentioned in the circular, and
an intimation of their intention to send obe or two
deputies to the meeting, but with this reservation, that
they did not recognise our position as Scriptural. As it
was concluded they could not associute with the assembled
brethren in the acts of divine worship, the secretary
(George Dowie) wrote : ‘
In coming to the meeting, we apprise you that you cannot keep your-
solves from the association of those who are foreign to you, both as
vespects faith and position. Unless there is, therefore, an entire change
in tho conditions on which you can associate with us, we are constrained

to conclude that our invitation is by you rendered nugatory, and that no
fellowship can result. :

In consequence of this letter, no representative of the
Frederick Street meeting was at the convocation. '

The Visitors.

In addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting,

~the following were present from other places :—

AseanperN-—~James Robertson, | Duxvre~—John Duncan.
Curar-—~Archibald Dowie, Kiixearvy—Robert Boyd,
Grascow—Allan Fordyce and Donald | Lavarx—Janmces Murray.

Mackay. . ! Newsvren—David Lawson.

The actual number of deputies present was thus much
smaller than had been expected. Oune cause of this was
the misunderstanding with the Glasgow brethren. When
it became known there that Thoumas Young had been
invited, and was coming, a lurge number of the members
of the other meeting, who had intended to be present,
changed their minds; and ere they learned that, after all,
Mr Young was not coming, they had made other arrange-

meuts which kept thew from leaving home.
- 9




‘to the chair. After the exchange of salutations and

received from twelve different churches with which .there
- had been correspondence respecting the meeting.

portion of the second, was occupied with their perusal,

- detailed statement respecting the various churches had
been obtained, a digest of the matter coutained in the
Jetters is intevesting, as showing the state of the brother-

R Dt
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SUNDAY.

The meeting on'this occasion was remarkable for the
great length to which it extended. There was, in fact,
only one meeting all day, which extended from eleven
o'clock in the forenoon until eight in the evening, with the
exception of an interval of half an hour, from one to half-
past one, to allow preparations being made for tea, and
another half hour’s iuterval, from half-past six to seven,
previous to the breaking of bread. .

FORENOQON.

The ~ brethren assembled at eleven o'clock 1n the
Tailors’ Hall, Potter Row, David Lawson being called

engaging .in devotional exercises, the deliberations were
commenced with the reading of the letters which had been

Letters from the Churches.

These letters were quite voluminous, and some of them
were so_lengthy, especially those-from the churches in
Iingland, that all the timme of the first meeting, and &

with passing explanations or inquiries, and oral information
on the matters mentioned. The meeting in Halifax sent
& most elaborate letter~—so long, indecd, that a portion of -
it was not read—and also a bundle of tracts. In addition ‘
to the letters to the various churches, communications e
were also read from several isolated - persons in various '
quarters, which were very interesting,

Btatistics,
As this was the first occasion on which anything like a

hood in Brﬁbzzin at that time,
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'The number of disciples represented by deputy or letter
was 205, as follows :—Aberdeen 27, Arbroath 2, Dundee
10, Bdinburgh 42, Fifeshire 9, Glasgow 23, Grecnock 5,
Halifax 8, Lavark 6, Nottingham 32, Airdrie 7, Derby 4,
Birmingham 18, and Devonport 17.  This did not include
the PPaisley meeting, from which no direct cornmunication
hind been received. The letters and communications also
aflorded information regarding the existence of individuals
not connected with any of the churches, hearers of ‘their
teaching, readers of their books, and lookers on their
deings, concerning whom hopes were entertained that they
would become obedient to the faith., '

The Mode of Conducting the Meetings, !

~ In response to inquiry in the circular convening the
mecting, the letters gave iuformation respecting the
manner in which the various meetings on the First Day
of the week were conducted, of which the following is ¢
summary —

AnreoeeN.—Two presiding brethren. Song, prayer,
breaking of bread in the afternoon, exhortations, collection.

Monthly meeting on a week night for consideration of
Bible subjects. :

Biunarax.—At the time of writing, were in a disor-

ganised state, but intended to resume at Christmas.
Curar.—No president. Song, prayer, reading and con-

versing on Seriptures, breaking bread. Being far scat-

tered, have no week meeting. '

Deusy.—Thaoks and prayer, reading the Word, edifying
in all holy things, the Lord's Supper.

Devonrort.—No president (apparently).—Song, prayer,
reading the Scriptures, address. Breaking bread in the

evening. .
Duxpee.—No president, Song, prayer, reading, and

generally conversational remarks on what is read, the
Lord’s Supper.

_ Eosuran.—No president, except at- extra meetings.

Song (psalms, anthems, and chanting).  Prayer, which is

deliberate in its subject, and for this purpose the brethren
1t
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~suggest matter of thankfulness or objects of need. Read-

ing the Secriptures consecutively, mutuul examipation of

pre-arranged subjects. ~ Break bread (unleavened bread

and unfermented wine) in the evening. A meeting
- through the week for the practice of music, the arts of
1 reading and composition and the acquirement of other
knowledge.

- Guasgow.—No president., Song, prayer, and thanks-
' giving. Reading of the Scriptures, address for edification,
PR _ , the breaking of bread, Scripture lesson, on which the
T ' brethren speak in rotation. Meeting through the week,
‘ for the practice of music, &e.

S e Hauras.—Two elders (president and secretary alter-
nately), and two deacons. Song (singing of hymns and
chanting of psalms) ; prayer for certain definite things (the
Lord’s Prayer some part of the day) ; reading the Word ;
; breaking the bread of commemoration (unleavened bread
i and unfermented wine); exhortation, counsels, &c. The
cvening meeting occupied ‘with preaching the truth in
serial discourses and disputing with the hearers. Meeting
through the week for investigation  of Scripture subjects
on- which. there is indecision. :

Lavark.—No president. Song, prayer, reading and
consideration of the Scriptures, breaking the loaf.

Norriveuam.—QOne  president. ° Song (Reformation
hymns in use), prayer, reading the Scriptures, and mutual
consideration of questions upon them, breaking bread.
Memibers far apart, therefore only one meeting.

e m—

7

L s et

“Some of the churches did not send the infermation
asked on this point, but it was presmined that their style
of eeting was somewhat similar to those recorded above.”
Iudeed, it was remarked that there was a general uniform-
ity in the character, though not always in the details, of
the First Day meetings. Whether this similarity had
its origin in tradition or from éxamination of the Scriptures,
cantiot be saig. -
- Subjects COonsidered.

The subjects which had been under the consideration of
the Lrethren, the results of this: consideration, and the

difliculties yet unsolved, were thus stated :
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ApenbeeN.—Punctuality in attendance at meetings:
nature of addresses, also the value of a conversational style
in the meeting occasionally ; the eldership ; the fellowship;
the restoration of the Jews to their own lund (this i
consequence of the dogmatic denial by a brother who has
since left their assembly) ; the Holy Spirit (yet a difficulty).

Devonvorr.—* The subjects have been the Gospel, the
future Kingdom, and Baptism. The result has been that
several who profess to believe in the speedy advent of the
('hrist have turned a deaf ear to the Gospel of the King
dom 5 while, on the other hand, two or three have gladly
received it and yielded obedience thereto, and there seeins
to be o spirit of Inquiry in the minds of others” A prac-
tieal difficulty was thus stated :—* Most of us are what is
termed tectotallers, and among us there are two who object
to the partaking of aleoholic wine, preferring to partake
of a decoction of raisins, thus causing two cups to be used,
whiclt appears to some of us to be saying, “Ours is the
Lord’s cup, and consequently the other is the reverse.”’

Duxpee—The brethren have specially. examined the |

pretensions of certain parties, commonly called Irvingites,
to those gifts which Christ bestowed upon his ehurch when
he ascended up on high, and have not seen cause to recog-
nise their pretensions. At the same time, they see and
fecl the necessity existing in the body of Christ for those
sifts and for that Comforter, the Holy Ghost, which he
premised to his disciples. They had also been considering
the propriety of sending part of the bread and wine used
for a remembrance of the Lord, to brethren who might

happen to be absent ; but had not quite decided about this.

Epixpuren,—The subjects most recently under review
lind been the quotation of the Psalms by the New Testa-
ment writers, the quotation of the Prophets by the same

- persons, and the Gift of the Holy Spirit, with special

reference to its present possession—this latter subject
being still under examination. There had also been con-
sidered, the Seventy Weeks of Daniel, the Gog of the
Land of Magog, und Worship to Christ in the Present
Age. At several of the evening meetings, attention had
been given to an exact application of the Christian luws
to common life, from: which examinations the most satis-
factory conclusions had resulted. The only practical diffi-
culty then pending was  whether a president would not be
au advantage to the investigation meeting.’
13




e g - b e e

e e e i i, it mmr e

ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1855

coming.”  They had also discussed concerning inherent
knowledge of right and wrong, natural theology, &c., the
majority concluding that man has no inherent intuitive
knowledge of God from nature, that in his flesh dwells no
good thing.  *There 1s a difficulty regarding baptistm—
whether a person previously immersed should be re-im-
mersed on coming to a more perfect knowledge of the
Kingdom." Prophecy had been examined, but not quite
satisfuctorily, owing to the imperfection of historical and
weographical knowledge.

Business of Meetings.

In addition to the congregational usages already men-
tioned, under the heading, ¢ Business of Meetil]g§,’ there
was some interesting information, of which the following
15 & summary i— '

EpinsuraH.—The practice of introducing conversation
on proximate subjects during the festival of the Lord’s
Supper, which conversation is usually carried on mto the
cvening. There had been frequent communication by
letter with churches and remote  individuals, either for
sympathy, for counsel, or appeal to duty: this practice
has been very much appreciated. A manuscript magazine
has likewise been started among the brethren, and is
intended to be a vehicle of deliberate thought and per-
manent lessons on important subjects. -

Grasaow.-—The practice of baptism was spoken of s
‘dovoid of all clerical forms and invocations.” The neo-
shyte, having in an intelligent manner confessed his faith,
15 led to the water, and with his own lips ealling upon the
name of the Lord, is forthwith immersed for the name
of the Lord Jesus,

Havrpax,—* In our reviews, we always aim at unanimity.
Differences of views, by submission to Bible teaching, have
resulted in “ one heart and one mind.” That the apostolic
junctions to unison can be practically carried out, we
know from our own experience.’ ‘

Practical Buggestions,

Practical suggestions having been invited, the following

were submitted ;—
15
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ABerpEEN.—‘ The most practical exhibition of Christi-
anity which the congregations scattered over the country
can give will be best consulted by forming themselves into
one body, for the following ends :—

1. The sffording of aid to congregations that may stand in need of it.

2. In the event of funds existing over this demand, to employ to that
extent a brother to go out to the highways and bye-ways, and invite men
to come in, that the Lord’s house may be full,

3. To aid the congregations in the acquisition of knowledge by letters
or tracts (not necessatily printed ones) explanatory of any doctrine or
practice which may from time agitate any of the congregations.’

" Dunpee.—The brethren here submitted whether it would
not be an- improvement to compose, introduce, and use
from time to time songs, hymns, and studied prayers. It
was also submitted that it would be suitable for the

‘various tneetings to obtain maps of Biblical lands for illus-

trations of Biblical objects, and particularly plans, models,
and sketchies of the Tabernacle and Temple spoken of in
Scripture, with their various vessels, sacerdotal robes, and
appurtenances. These were considered almost indispens-
able to the right understanding of the Bible.

Havirax.—The practice of the chant was recommended
as the most natural and Scriptural mode of praise. The
brethren feared that there was in all the churches too
great encouragement of a prominence of intellectuality, to
the exclusion of affection and heart ; and recommended the
imitation of the primitive Christians in frequent meetings,
cordial greetings, and social amenities; the increase of
fervency and frequency in private and commnunal prayer
and praise ; also a diligent attention to the punctual and
regular attendance at the meetings by ull the brethren ;
the exercise of hospitality to one another; a regularly
organised system of epistolary eorrespondence ; and last,
the avoidance of any distinguishing sectarian name.

Novringaasm.—* In all matters of doctrine, we must
uppeal to the Scriptures exclusively.’ ' ’

Evangelistic Work,

Respecting the means to be used for attack upon those
who opposed or were indifferent to the truth, the following
were subinitted (— '

AnerbeeN.—As already stated, the brethren lierc sug-
gosted the employwent of an evangelist or public preacher.
16
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Derny.— The means we use against our opponents 1 -
to spenk the word in love, with all gentleness and’ meek-
ness, contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to
the saints, . . . We find it vain to attempt to reason with
the world without Bible in hand, for we must speak

| i according to the law and the testimony.’

W
1
i
(
3
'

: Cvran.—The brethren have * tried to gain the ear of the
| public by delivering addresses to them in a public hall.’

: i Devoxeour.— By conversation and the loan of the
4 works of Dr J. Thomas.’

limysuraua.—No particular means for this end were in
nse except private comiunication, reading, reasoning, and
nn open meeting for the exhibition of the fashions of
('hristinn worship and the process of Christian instruction.

i ~' Hanvax.—* Use press, post, pen, and tongue well. . .

' l.et us by all means have a number of readable: tracts
issued. . .. Lend books; but upon the great points of
our faith, it would be needful to print ourselves. . .

Added to tracts, there ought to be a cheap and good
magazine, devoted to expounding prophecy, the way of
sulvation, the gospel, &c., in original articles contributed
by the brethren, or selections from similar pericdicals ;
with condensed chronicle of events having relation to the
signs of the times, reports of progress of churches, &c.,
not forgetting Scriptural scieuce or the great social ques-
tions of the day. Such a serial would be hailed with
- delight.  We think it mnight be done without loss by each
& church guaranteeing to take 12, 20, 50, or 100 according
to numbers and monetary ability. . . . But above ull
other means, do not neglect oral proclamation of the truths
we advocate, As our course of night subjects has been
productive of so much good, we heartily recommend all
. - the charches to devote a portion of the Lord’s Day to
: the preaching of the truth in open assembly, Open-air
' preaching ought to be practised by every church in town
nnud village, . . . Never omit visiting and conversing

! wilh acquaintances, and never avoid, but rather promote,
‘ debate with a worthy opponent.’
NorrixgHam,—* Our means of attack upon the opponents

of the truth are various. If they are infidels, we try to

. show them the difference between Secripture and theology,

! nature aud revelation, &c. With theologinns, we question

their authority to do and say such and such things, bring
No, 2 7
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~woman who bad encountered much opposition from her

had died lately, and that ¢ the last words of our dear sister
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them to the Secriptures, and ask their definition of the
gospel : or we define it for them, which, if they love trutl,
leads them to inquire more fully into the Seriptures. 1ut
with all parties we think it desirable to ascertain first il
they love truth.’ -
. A.PTERNOQN.

Repor-ts Respecting the Churches.

Among the letters, were some particulars respecting the

the letter from Devonport, in addition to ths addresses,
oceupations, and former religious associations of the mem-
bers, gave also their ages, from which it appeared that, of
the 17 persons composing that meeting, the greater num-
ber had attained the mature age of 50, and the youngest
was 27. It was also remarkable that, of this middle-aged
compauy, no fewer than 12 had not f)reviously been mem-
bers of any religious community.

In the letter from Derby, mention was made of three
very interesting cases; one especially—that of a young

parents, who were Roman Catholics, and even beseeched .
her upon their knees not to go to a place where the things
of the Kingdom were taught. The letter stated that she

were joy and peace to the troubled ones who were left to.
feel her loss.’ -
The One Point of Agreement,

The letters disclosed the fact that all the brethren so
represented were not of one mind on every point, and that . .
the several congregations had not the same tint of thought,
Ou oune set of things, however, there was perfect unau-
imity—namely, a recognition of the things concerning the
Ningdom of God and thé name of Jesus Christ, and
baplism subsequent fo such recognition, as the first article
al faith, and the basis of all Christian character; to e
received inte good and honest hearts, and carefully nur-
tured by apostelic usage and teaching to the development o
of true Godly life.  This gratilying fact was duly noted. .

B - :
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The Proposed Formal Union of the Churches.

All the letters having been read, the conference pro-
ceed to deal with the various suggestions contained in
thems. The proposals from Aberdeen being deemed of the
greatest importance, were first taken up. They recom-
inended that, for the accomplishiment of certain purposes,
there should be something like a formal union among the
various meetings; but, after consideration, the general
opinton was, that there was no need for such a thing—
that we were already united in our faith and hope, and any
other union was unnecessary. It was urged by the oppon-
ents of the proposal, that any attempt to organise
formal union of the brotherhood would be a purely human
device, and as such was bound to be a failure. It was
therefore all but unanimously agreed not to adopt this
proposal. The objects suggested by the Aberdeen brethren
as desired to be attained by a formal union were deemed
worthy of consideration, however, and were consequently
taken up seriatim.

Pecuniary Aid to Congregations.

On the suggestion as to affording. pecuniary aid to poor
congregations, it seemed plain that it was preferable to
dispense with parochial aid to brethren in need, but that
beyond the aid which each congregation could afford to its
own metnbers so situated, all the organisation for co-oper-
ation then obtainable was to appoint the Edinburgh
Church as a committes to consider and report upon the

“subject, and that, meanwhile, George Dowie might be

corresponded with regarding any case requiring immediate

attention. :
. The Evangelist Question.

The proposal for the employment of an evangelist or
preacher brought out a number of suggestions, none of
which seemed very feasible under existing circumstances.
While, on the one hand, it was generally supposed that a
suitable person so employed might do much good, yet, as

there seemed no such person at hand, it was deemed pre-
© 18 ’
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]

that, where practicable, the example of the Hahfa\
brethren should be followed; and that ull the brethren
should, in their several spheres, contend earnestly for the
faith.

ferable to use the means at the dispusal of each meeting ;

Proposed Revisit of Df Thomas.

In the course of the discussion on the proposal to
employ an evangelist, it was stated that Dr Thomas had
expressed his willingness to revisit. this country, provided
lis expenses were guaranteed, It was propo:,ed by one of -
the Edinburgh brethren that such an invitation should be
sent to him to come and lecture through the country, and
that a special fund should be raised for the purpose. A
few brethren were favourable to the proposal, but it was
opposed by the delegates from Dundee and Glasgow, us
well as by several of the Edmburrrh brethren, and it was
finally withdrawn. However, the matter was remitted to
the brethren in Aberdeen, that, if strongly convinced of
the propriety of the measure, they should not keep silence

~on it, but send the result of their deliberations to Edin-

burgh for distribution through the country.

Fraternal Correspondence between Ohurches.

The third suggestmn ‘from Aberdeem—-re]atum to the
writing of letters or manuscrlpt tracts—elicited a strong
:ucommendatlon from all, that the brethren thus ]mpplly
made acquainted with each other should unnu.dlauely and
frequently correspond by letter, not merely in the inter-
-change of compliments, but for  informution regarding
practice and experience ; also that the various subjects
mentioned in the letters should be written upon at length,
that the truth might be elicited as far as pr;asublc Fore-
most of thoso sulgects, from its coming up in alinost all
the ehurehes, was, ¢ The IToly Spirit—Is it now received ?

il How are its Powors manifested 2’ To carry out this,

# anuscript awagazine was proposed, to circulatle among
the churches.  The (Glasgow brethren present coineided
will the Tlalifax suggestion, that it should be printed.

- . 2
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Literature of the One Faith.

Tn considering the best means by which a knowledge of
the truth might be disseminated, it was generally conceded
that literature should be largely employed. Among the
suggestions with this view was a reprint of the su:cond part
of Ilyis Lsrael, and also of a little American work entitled
The Contrast between Protestantism and the Gospel, which
had been strongly recommended by Dr Thomas in the
1erald of the Kingdom The following topics for tracts
were suggested in the letters and by the voices of the
deputies :— :

The Kingdowm of Ged. Re ntance.

1'he Gospel of the Kingdom, The Way of Salvatxon
The Resurrection from the Dead. The Death of Christ.
Life and Immortality. Immersion—its Essentinlity, Neces- -
The Kingdom of Israel, Pust and . sity, and Meaning,

Future, * Examine Yourselves, whether you
The Destiny of Nations. be in the Faith.” .
The Goodness of God. * | “Love not the World’ (addressed
Fuith. _ to the Brethren).

The tracts were recommended to be plain, pithy, and A
earnest.’

It was matter. for regret on all hands that there was not
time to enter fully into the questions on which information
had been furnished by the letters, and that the subject of
tracts und publications had received so little attention, for
the same reason. On this matter, however, it was suy-
gested that further correspondence would be necessary, and
that it would be prudent to have the materials coIIected
before commencing to print.

The (lasgow Dificenlty,

The correspondence which had passed between the
Edinbul'gh meeting and the one in Glasgow was read ; and
after this had been done, James Cameron asked, for the
sutisfaction of the Edinburgh- brethren, who had been
acting for the various meetings represeunted, if the dele-
gates from these meetings approved of the course which
had been followed ; and they all expressed satisfaction thh

the way the correspondence had been conducted.
21
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EVENING,

In accordance with the practice “of the Edinburgh
Chureh, the evening sitting was devoted to

The Breaking of Bread

and the special exercises which usually accompany the
observance of that institution.

An Agreeably Digappointed Deputy. L

" The meeting was an exceedingly pleasant and profitable
one to all concerned. So much was this the case, that,
before the fraternal company separated, the brother from
Aberdeen felt constrained to stand to his feet to testify
the great pleasure he had experienced in it. " He had been
led, Le said, through Thomnas Young, of Glasgow, to
believe that it would be a.dry, uninteresting, and contro-
versial meeting ; but he was glad to say he had been most
agreeably disappointed.
Lo T 22
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« tai

18566.

I do not appear to have preserved the report of the
aggregate meeting in 1856, and so can only give a brief
report, taken from my journal. The meeting was held on
Sunday, December 28th, and there were only three persons
from a distance present—namely, David Lawson, from
Newburgh; James Beveridge, Springfield ; and Mrs
: Shiels, Harelaw. This meeting, as the former ones had
been, was held in the Tailors’ Hall, Potter Row, and a
number of letters from various churches were read at the
forenoon meeting ; after which there was an interval of
half an hour, from 1.45 to 2.15. Tea was then served, aund
consideration of the letters followed. The breaking of
bread was observed before the two brethren from Fife took
their departure, which they did shortly after four o’clock,
and the proceedings lasted till about eight.

Hits
3

. . ’ Proposed July Meeting.

At this meeting it was represented that the time of the
year was not favourable for brethren travelling from a
distance ; and it was therefore agreed that in future the
snnual aggregate meeting of the brotherhood should be
held in the month of July, and on the Sunday that would
be most convenient for the’brethren coming from Glasgow
\ and the West.

POPEENN

- Reminiscences of the July Meeting,

I may here introduce some interesting retrospective
remarks respecting the July Meeting, made by Grierson
G. Mitchell many years after they had been established,

In those days, we assiduously cultivated the friendship
und fellowship of brethren whom we either knew or had
|- . tried to discover at a distance. The lecturing tours of Dr
P : Thomas no doubt indicated where these might be found ;
. and our secretary (George Dowie) gradually built up quite
l a lurge correspondence, and at socia%s and the July Meet-
1 o , z
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ings, letters read from scattered brethren and small
churches formed quite a large and expected feature. In
fact, so much did this grow, that some began to complain
of the time being so much occupied with * foreign affairs’
and matters affeeting affiliation and organisation. I believe
myself that at one time we devoted too much atteution
to matters of this sort and the general economy of the
body. This in time declived, however, until a meore
healthy feeling succeeded, which regarded ourselves as
every way better engaged in practically minding our own
business. e ' »

- The July Meeting was always the great event of the’
year ; and how “strongly impressed we all were with the
vast importance and impressive character of the occasion !
A kind of millennial tone almost pervaded all our proceed-
ings, and a kind of ideal suvour of sanctity enveloped the

- gecasion, turninf our more prominent visitors especially
1

into something different from ordinary men.: That was in
our youthful days, and I any recalling some of our youthful

feelings.*

* ‘Some Reminiscences of the Early Days of the Edinburgh Church,’ by G. G,
Mitchell, in %70, January 1899. :
24
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1857.

THE FIRST JULY MEETING.

In accordance with the resolution come to at the
agoregate meeting in 1856, that meeting was ‘ adjourned’
until Sunday, July 19th, 1857—this consequently being
the first of the annual gatherings since known as the July
Meetings, I find that I have not preserved a copy of ‘the
detailed report of this meeting, and consequently have

- to fall back upon my journal for the outline that follows.

-~

The Visitors. i
There were 23 brethren and sisters present from a dis-

tance, but I can only give the names of the following :(—

Avrzpesx—Brother Barker and Robert | KirkcArby—Robert Boyd.:
Roberts. . Lavark—Jamea Murray.
Curar—Archibald Dowie,

NewnurGn—~David Lawson.
Duypee—John Duncan and George | Norringuax--1. Owen & Mrs l’hclpx

Schleselman, PAlsnr——Adum Cormcl and Witliam
Grascow—Allan Fordyce nnd James Wilson,
Fraser.

Wlsruw—.l ames M‘Kmluy.

All the visitors \vho arrived on: Saturday were com-
fortably lodged and hospitably entertained ‘in'the houses .
of the Edmburgh bretbren. Among these visitors, it will
be noticed, was Robert Roberts, from Aberdeen, who was
then quite a:youth, and who now wade his first personal
acquaintance with brethren outs;de his native city.

SAT UBDAY

A preliminary meeting was_held in the Tailor’s Hall on
Saturday night, at which most of the visitors were pre-
sent, and there were mutual introductions on both sides.
Arrangements were made as to the order of the proceed-
ings on the following duy, and it was agreed that Allan
Fordyce should preside at the afternoon mesting.

In consequence of the large number of brethren and
sisters expected from a distance, an extra room, at 102
South Bridge, wus engaged for the gathering on Sunday,
in addition to the Edmburgh brethrens usaal meeting-

place in the Potter Row,
25
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SUNDAY.

FORENOON.

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the
hall on the South Bridge. The meeting was commenced
by the singing of the 100th Psalm, followed by prayer.

The Breaking of Bread.

v -

On this occasion, the Edinburgh Church having discon-
tinued their former practice of baving the breaking of
bread in the evening, it was now given the first place in

the day’s proceedings. It was followed by one or two
short exhortations. ' : - :

Letters from the Churches.

Next came the reading of the letters from the various
churches, which was accomplished in time to permit of the
meeting being adjourned at one o'clock.

AFTERNOON.

The company re-assembled at two o'clock in the Tailors’
Hall, where tea and sandwiches were served. I have it
recorded in my journal, that, while this refreshment was
being partaken of, Brother Roberts Jost his cap from its
fulling over a back window-—gaid window looking into a
slum region which. no one had ever been known to pene-
trate. A few anthems were sung in the Tailors’ Hall
‘before the company returned to the room in the South
Bridge, where the business of the conference was resumed.

EVENING.

Proposed Printed Magazine.

The greater portion of the time during the latter part
of the sitting was occupied in considering a proposal to
commence a printed magazine for the brotherhood. There
were many conflicting ideas upon this subject, causing
several motions to be proposed, and at times there was a

goud deal of econfusion, from the difliculty of understanding
26
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the exact nature of the various proposals, Ultimately it
was agreed that such a magunzine should be started, under
the management of Jobn Duncan, of Dondee—-the name
given to it being the Gospel Witness.

This day’é convocation was the most protracted of all
the annual aggregate meetings, not being brought to a

close until about nine o’clock, although a good many were
compelled to leave before that.

: An Explanation.

. In the annual church reporf of the Edinburgh Church
1 - for the year 1857-8, the following reference is ‘made to
T this first July Meeting —

. The 19th of July 1857 witnessed a great concourse of
. brethren from various parts—Aberdeen, Dundee, Cupar,
| Glasgow, Lanark, even Nottingham, &c.~~who assembled -
in solemn conclave under the auspices of the Edinburgh
Church. The particulars of that meeting being stated at
length in a report drawn up and sent to all the churches,
it Is unneceessary to dwell upon them, further than to
explain that it was found impossible, from various reasons,
for the brethren then appointed to draw out a tract, to
complete their task within the two months allotted, and
consequently its publication, for the consideration of the
brethren, has been comimitted at a later date to the editors
of the Gospel Witness (a Dundee publication with which
all the brethren are familiar), where it may be found in
various forms—principally, however, at great length in a
series of papers on ‘The Great Salvation,” from the pen
of Brother James Cameron

27
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| -  1858.

R i

The meeting this year was again held in the Tailors’ .
Hall, Edinburgh, on Sunday, the 18th of July. ‘

| SATURDAY.
SRR B A preliminary meeting was held in the Tailors' Hall on
EI ~ Saturday night, at which most of the visitors were pre-
L, . sent, and there were mutual introductions on both sides.
. Arrangements were made as to the order of the proceed-
“ings on the following day, and it was agreed that James
Cameron should preside at the afternoon mesting. :

. : . The Visitors.
B There were 16 brethren and sisters present from a dis- :
#4 - tance, but I can only give the names of the following :(— i
i el T B Avxtox—John Yule. Grascow—Allan Fordyccandother three, i
I o T CrossaaTEs—John Muir. ’ Kirrcarpy—Robert Boyd. . X
; Curar—Archibald Dowie. Laxarxk—James Murray. ‘o
~ TUNFERMLINE—Robert Tennant, Newnuren—David Lawson.

Durnpre—John Duncan, Pararer—T. Stewart and Jas. Taylor.

| L . The total number of brethren and sisters who gathered
| together was 58, and the numbet of believers represented | ;E-"
in the letters sent was 264, which included those in Glas- }
I : $ ~ gow who met separately, und three isolated individuals in '
I 1 the morth -of Scotland.

. | SUNDAY.
LT | FORENOGON.

The brethren i assembled at eleven o'clock in the
forenoon, the proceedings being opened with praise, prayer,
und the reading of the Secriptures.

& - : The Breaking of Bread,

The Lord’s Supper was then’ observed, after which brief
- exhortations by Archibald Dowie of Cupar, Janes Taylor

of Paisley, and James Cameron of Edinburgh, were given.
o 28
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Reports Respecting the Churches.

‘The various letters wlhich had been received from the

cliurches were then read, and the following is a summary
of their several experiences during the preceding year :—

A BERDEEN.— During the past year, a brother and a sister
had been added to the church, and a brother had removed
to Edinburgh, which made their number 28. For three
years, the subject of the eldership had at various times
occupied their- attention, with a view to having men
appointed to office such as obtained in the apostolic
churches.  They had not- yet, however, attained this
congregational order, which, they were convinced; was
intended to continue after the gifts' of the Spirit had
passed away.. They believed that there should be bishops,
elders, and- deacons in-every congregation where properly
qualified men could be found ; and this subject was sug-
gested for ‘the consideration of the brethren generally.
They also proposed again that an evangelist should be
appointed to go through the towns and villages preaching

- the gospel, the ‘expense to be defrayed by the several

churches.

Berwick-on-Tweep.—There were, strictly speaking, no
brethren resident in this town { but in its neighbourhood,
and -widely separated from each other, were five persons
who had become obedient to the truth. Three of these
were baptised on the 23d of May previous ; and, since that
period, a meeting had been held in Berwick on the First
Day of the week ‘for worship, breaking of bread, and
Seripture study. Brief as bad been their existence as a
church, they had not been without their share of annoy-
ancehand petty persecution from those who love not the
truth, - ' o

Derpy.—The brethren here were 13 in number, only 9
of whom hud been baptised. At the time the report was
received, three were waiting to be immersed in a bath
which one of the brethren was putting up in his own
premises for the purpose. The brethren In this place
recommended that a short report of the annual meeting
should be [printed and] published, together with anything
that would be interesting to the brethren, and that a copy
of this report should be forwarded to every member of the

various churches,
29

3
:
3
}
\
\
1
34

e iy,

st s S

kgt

= o

i

T




ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETING3—1858

Devonport.—There were 9 brethren and sisters in this
place, who met once a fortnight in the house of one of the
brethren, for praise, prayer, and edification. As none .of
the brethren were capable of giving un address, they read

from the Herald, published by John Thomas of America.

Duxpee.—At last anvual report, their number was 10.
Since then, the brother who had adopted Irvingite views
had left the wmeceting and joined himself to that body ;
while two had been added from Arbreath and one from
Edinburgh—making the. number 12. Of the brethren
formerly reported as bélonging to Arbroath, one still
resided there, another was temporarily living at Dunkeld,
and a third had been overcome by the drinking usages of
this country. The church in Dundee now enjoyed peace,
and harmoniously strove to build up each other in the
most holy faith, waiting for the coming of the Lord.

Evinsuran.--The number of brethren here was 48.
During the past year there had been 7 additions; 4 of
these had been innmersed into the nume .of the Lord, and
being young persons, it was hoped they would profit inuch
in having the start so early. One sister had left for Glas-
gow, and another for Duudee; two other sisters resigned
their places to join thuse who formerly left ; and two—a
highly-esteemed and much-loved brother (John Forman)

- and sister (Mrs William ‘Wilson, jun.)—had died in the
good hope of life in the resurrection .of the just. Among
subjects which had been studied at the Sunday-afternoon
méetings had been prophecies relating to ancient nations—
Moab, Tyre, and Egypt, the latter being still under con-
sideration. In addition to the stated meetings on Sunday
aud on Thursday evenings, they were in the habit of
holding some four or five soclal tea.meetings in the course
of the year, with occasional excursions into the country,
which were generally well attended and intensely relished.

" Indecd, it was an easy matter to improvise such meetings
at any time—the socidl feeling was so strong, the family
idea so complete.  Visits were frequently paid by differeut
imembers to various ‘places, and an iutercourse was kept up
with several congregations of disciples ; but all experience
still tended to enhance the relish they had for their own
lome, aud the happiness of their most highly-prized funily
circle,  Other features of their existence and social action
hael been stated ot some length in papers which had
appeared iu the manuseript Messeuger of the Clpehes.,
30
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They had not for a long tite made any public effort to
set forth their faith. But what had not been spoken on

the house-tops had been whispered in the ears of un -

interested few, and the additions recorded were taken as
first-fruits of a good vintage. -

Fire.—The brethren located in different parts of Fife
were 10 in number. The ouly regular meeting held was
in the town of Cupar, but arrangements were in progress
for the formation of another at Crossgates. During the
previous twelvemonth they had enjoyed much peace und
happiness, and humbly believed that they had not ceased
to grow increasingly in the grace of God and in the know-
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Guascow.—The number of brethren and sisters. in con-
nection with the church here was 33. There had been
several additions since last report; 2 had removed to a
distance ; and 4 had left the meeting. Three of the latter
now ruet by themselves. The brethren meeting in Allan’s
Hall, 28 Frederick Street, had lately sent a circular to all
the churches in Scotland, stating thivgs which must have
Scen believed, previous to baptism, by all who desired
fellowship with them, whether permanently or for a day
only. - B -

- Haurpax.—The progress during the past year had been
slight. There had been only one addition. Two had
been married and removed, but were still reckoned us
amongst them ; and they now numbered 20 mewmbers.
The late commercial erisis had told unfavourably upon
them, in causing a deficiency of the sinews of war. Their
morning meetings had had an average attendance of only
8, owing to the sickness and infirmity of several, and from
others residing at a distance. = During the past year, they

had had, on the Sunday evenings, » series of discourses -

delivered on ‘The Things Belonging to the Name and
Mission of Jesus the Christ,” and on the lessuns from the
lives of Adawm, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David. These
lectures were advertised by printed placards, and discussion
was invited after each discourse. Their evening meeting
was then taken up in the investigation of the prophecies
of [saiah. They had lately commenced a church library,
to consist chiefly of critical -and exegitical works in theo-
logical science.

Lanarx.—During the past year, one brother had emi-
31 :
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grated to America, and one had been added to them, so
that their number was the same as at last report—namely,
4. They did not expect fo do much”good, as they met in
a retired place, where few had an opportunity of hearing ;
but they would gladly hail the services and contribute to
the support of an eflicient labourer who would herald forth
the glad tidings to the perighing ; and their prayer was,
that the Lord might send forth such, so that His word
might run, and have free course, and be glorified.

Norrinorar.—There were 30 brethren and sisters who
asserubled in this town ; 9 of these had not been immersed

- ‘having a knowledge of the Kingdom’s Gospel, and advice

(=] .
was requested how to deal with such. Since last year,

one young maun, from the Campbellites, had been added ta
the congregation. - They had printed circulars announcing

. a meeting on Thursday unights, when the Gospel of the

Kingdom would be proclaimed. It was considered that

- the best means for carrying on the great work before them

would be to have a common fund in each church, which
should be amply sufficient to maintain the poor and pro-
pagate the truth. They still thought that tracts were
eminently useful for disseminating the gospel, and recomn-

‘mended the republication, in the form of a pamphlet, of a

series of articles upon ¢ The Mystery of the Covenant of
the Holy Land,” which appeared in Dr Thomas’s Herald
(September 1855 to January 1856). - :

Paister.—During the past year, 6 had been added to
the church in -this place, makitig the number 33. Their
meeting ‘was described as being very peaceful and agree-
uble. . They were of opinion that the Apocalypse would
not have its fulfilment until the time styled * the day of the
Lord, * the day of Christ,” &c., and they would be very
glad if any of the brethren could throw further light on

D

the subject.

Wiseaw, AirDriE, &c.—There were 7 brethren in
Wishaw or its vieinity, and 5 at Chapelhall, Airdrie, and

~in that quarter, There was no meeting at any of these

places; but it was expected that two would scon be com-
menced—one in Wishaw and another in Airdrie or

~ Chapelhall.

- When all tho lotters had been read, it being now near

Wwo o'clock, the teeting was adjourned for an Lour
: o m :
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AFTERNOON,

The company re-assembled at three o’clock, James
Cameron presiding ; and after tea had been served, the
following subjects were cousidered :—

Means of Edification in Small Churches.

This subject was suggested by the statement in the
Devonport letter, that, none of the brethren being capable
of giving an address at their meetings on Sunday, they
read from the Herald of Dr Thomas. All the brethren,
while admlttmg the propriety of reading from the works
of all authors in private, agreed in deprecating the use of
any other book than the Bible as a.class-book at the
meetmgs on the First Day of the week. The churches
in Lanark and in Cupar were smaller than that at Devon-
port, und they had vever used any other book than the
Bible for. instruction in their church asseinbly. The
Edinburgh Church—tbe largest in the connection—had
experienced great advantage from Acon‘versqtion on the
Scriptures ; ‘and it was thought that the Devonport

“brethren were just in circumstances. to profit from a
stiilar mode of procedure. George Dowie was instructed

to communicats a recommendation to this eﬁ'ect to the
church in Devonport.

‘Unba.ytised Brethxen.

This subject had reference to the fact that, in the Derby”
and Nottingham Churches, there were persons who had
not been immersed since believing the Gospel of the
Kingdom ; and the Nottinghaw Church desired the advice
of the brethren in the circumstances. The brethren
generally recommended that the baptised brethren in these
two meetings should be advised to deal firmly, but gently
and affectionately, with the unbaptised friends, urging
them to be baptised into the name of the Lord ; and that,
if they still remained disobedient, separation must ensue.
It was also suggested that a bpeclal communication should

be sent to these twyg churches, in which the experience of
No. § . 33
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other churches in this respect should be cited, as it might
be useful to t,hem in their circuinstances.

The Best Mearnis of Présenrlng the Purity of the Faith. .

This question arose out of the request in the Glasgow
- circular, to consider ‘the necessity of all the churches
acting in harmiony to maintain the purity and simplicity
of the apostolic teaching concerning the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ.” Most of the brethren expressed themselves
unfavourable to the adoption of any form of confession of
o faith, to be taken as a creed ; some deprecated in very
strong terms the introduction of a written statement of
- " things believed ; while others spoke approvinrrly of an
o mzpressed statement of faith, if given entirely in Scmptuml
lanfruage '
. e Oorrespondence mth Ohurches in America.
, (:eorge Dowie was instructed to send a copy of the
. o ;'-zeport of thls year’s conference, and also of that of the
: rrff‘:"prekus year, to the church in New York, together with
‘" an abstract of each, for insertion in the Herald

. " trhe Gospel Wxtness

g J ohn Duncan, of Dundee, stated in regard to the G’ospel
- Watness, that he intended to continue it to the end of the
- current year, but that he would not be able to conduct it
- -longer than that period. The claims of this periodical
“ upon the brethren, as a means of promoting the truth,
were universally acknowledged, and a strong desire was
expressed for its continuance. It was stated that the -
number. of subseribers was 300, and thus did not prove
renunerative,. It was not expected that any difficulty
~would be e\perienced in making up the expense connected
with the carrying on of this maguzine ; but considerable ’

N, - v e st e

earearsihe S R

difliculty was found in getting a person to undertake its
, litecrary management. John Duncan finally agreed to
; continue 1t during the following year, if one or two others
; were appointed to co-operate with him; and it was
arranged  that James Taylor, in Paisley, and William

9
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Norrie, in Edinburgh, should act as assistants in procuring

o
matter from the brethren in their respective localities, and
in preparing it for the Wainess.

Tracts.

Sowne conversation took place respecting the question of
printing of tracts, raised by the proposal from Nottingham
to reprint, in the form of a pamphlet, a series of articles
from Dr Thomas’s Herald. After due consideration,

however, it was not considered expedient to adopt the
suggestion at that time.

Elders, Dea.coﬁs, &e. ‘. _ )

The meeting was engaged for some time in considering
the recommendation from the Aberdeen Church respecting
the appointment of office-bearers of the apostolic stamp ;

but all who spoke expressed dissent from the conviction of
the Aberdeen meeting ou the sub_]ect

Other subjects still remained on the prbgr.amme for

consideration ; but owing to the lateness of the hour (it

being now nearly half-past eight o'clock), their considera-
tion was deferred uutil another time,

“After praise, and returning thanks for favours received,

and asking the divine blessing upon the pmceedmgs of
the day, the brethren separated.

35
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;0\
)‘Wﬁ 1859.

The eetmrr thls year was again held in Edinburgh, the
“hall of the Phrenologma] Museum, 1 Surgeon Square,

“being engaged for the occasion, in addition to the ordinary
©_inceting-place of the Edinburgh brethren. The meecting

was held on Sunday, 17th July.
SATURDAY.

" A preliminary meeting was held in the Tailors’ Hall on
Sntur(lay night, at which most of the vxSItors were pre-
sent, and therc were mutual introductions on both sides.
Arrangements were made as to the order of the procecd-
ings on the following day, and it was ugreed that James

~ Cameron should presxde at the afternoon meeting

The Visitors

Tn addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting,
the following were présent from other places :—

i - Donald Mackay, Mrs Mackay, Wm.
Cansratns—JIames Doig. Naismith, and Willinm Wilson.
CROG5GATRE—John Mulr Hireraw--Mrs Shicls,
Curag—Archibald Dowie. Kirxcarvy—~Robert Boyd.
Dunrerurine~—Robert Tennant, T,A¥ARK—James Murtay.
Dunves—Jolin Duncan, Geaham Booth, [ Newnuren—IDavid Lawson,

and David Watyon, Pawrrer—John B. Newlands,
Grascow—Alan Fordyce, Jas. Praser, { Trawksr-—Muargaret Hastie,

The total number of brethren and sisters who gathered
to«ret,hem—dbout 80.

PR
SUNDAY

PORENOON.

The Dbrethren asserabled at cleven o’clock in the
forenoon, in the hall of the Phrenoclogical Musewm, the

proceedings beiug opened with praise, prayer, and the
reading of the Seriptures, several brethren taking part in

these excrcises. !
' ) 36
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The Breaking of Bread.

The l.ord’s Supper was then observed, after which
William Laing gave a very practical and edifying address
upon *doing all things that Christ might be magnified.’

Correspondence with Churches in America,

(zeorge Dowie, as instructed at the previous annual
meeting, had sent a letter to the church at New York,
along with copies of the reports of the last two conferences
which Dad been held. In acknowledgment, he had
received a private and unofficial letter from Brother James
Forman, of New York (cousin of our deceased brother,
Jolm Forman). This letter, which was rather lengthy,
gave an interesting account of the state of the brotherhood
on the other side of the Atlantic. The following is a
summary of its contents :— ‘

The writer sent his sympathy and congratulations to
the brethren of like precious faith assembled at the annual
ageregate meeting in Edinburgh. The church in New
York was a very mixed owe, as regarded nationalities.
Small as it was, there were English, Scotch, Irish, Ger-
mauns, and Americans in it. But though all were united
on the one faith, and valiant in contending for it, they did
not spontaneounsly exhibit any enthusiasin in church duties,
Leing too much absorbed with business. There were &
good many churches in different parts of the United
States—one in Newark (New Jersey) numbered 40 mem-
bers; a small one in Elizabeth Town (New Jersey); a
meeting of 12 in Detroit (Michigan); one in Geneva
(Hlinois), in a very healthy condition ; one in Milwaukee
(Wisconsin) ; also in Baltimore (Maryland), Washington
(D." Columbia), Richmond (Virgina), King William
County (Virginia), besides several in Canada. In the
month of June, the New York brethren had the pleasure
of immersing a mwan who had come 2000 miles (from
Louisiana) for the purpose. There were a good many
isolated parties where there were no organised meetings ;
mwany had oceasion to move to the country in search of
work, or to commence farming. The New York meetings
on the First Day of the week were—forencon, when Dr

- Thomas preached ; afternoon, the church met for breaking

37
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bread and exhortation. The first meetiog was always well
attended ; but the effect produced on the hearts of the
hearers was very slight, as many had attended for years—
acquiescing in what was taught, but admitting no entrance
of the truth to produce obedience. This was uot the
chareh letter in reply to one sent from Edinburgh 1o the
month of January previously, which was in preparation.

The Ohurch at Devonport,

A long letter from Brother J. W. Moore, Devonport,
was next read. | :

It contained some account of the experiences of the
brethren in that quarter, and expressions of regret that
they were so far out of the reach of visits of brethren from
other parts.  Reference was made to a visit of Brother
Shapter, from Toronte, Canada West, whicli had proved
very refreshing to them in their solitary position. It
would appear further, that the immoral conduct of some
who had, in their earliest days, been instrumental in
awzkening attention to Bible truth, had been productive

of much evil to the cause. This had particular reference .

to Messrs Dealtrie, Bougess, und Micklewood, known in
many parts of England as leaders in what used to DLe
designated ¢ Millerism.” The immoral conduct of the first
two, and the hypocrisy of the third, bad scattered the
company to the winds; but the truth which had taken
root in a few hearts led them to seek one to another. By
this time, they had a visit from Dr Thomas, who cleared
away much of the mist, and established many on a better
footing.  Subsequently this church had been harassed
wnl disgraced by the immoralities of « Mr Williams, who
caiie among them and assumed much importance. The
saume person was now in Toronto, and had there also done

some evil. It was hoped, however, that he now repented

of the former works, and retrieved his evil deeds by dili-
gent unitation of the pure and holy. The church at
Devouport met once a fortnight, and continued to read
Dr Thomas's Herald at their mestings.

" Letters from the Churches.

h X
lixtracts of letters were also read from the churches at

Aberdeen, Crossgates, Cumnock, Dundee, Dunkeld, Glas-
38
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" gow, Halifax, Leeds, Nottingham, Wishaw, &e; but there
was little information in any of them beyond what had

previously been given in the manuscript Messenger of the
Charches.

AnerpeeN.—Reference was again made in the letter
from this place to the unhappy circumstance of one or
mmore of their number having gone back from the faith,
and left the church in consequence. It was mentioned that
“the first number of a manuscrlpt magazine had just been
issued.

Norringaas.—The letter f'rom thts place referred morz
particalarly to sotne features of difference between the
Luglish and Secottish character in the matter of church
fellowship aud bold independence of action, necessary to
thorough and complete following -of the will of the Lord.

After the singing of a hymn, the forenoon sederunt was
closed about two Oclock

AFTERNOON.

A Bepast with One Complaint about It.

The brethren reassembled at three o’clock in the Tailors’
Hall, Potter Row, to partake of a simple but sufficient
repast which had been provided for themi. The utmost
friendliness and congeniality were manifested by all.  With
a single exception, every one appeared highly pleased with
what had been.prepared. That solitary exception was our
dear sister Susan Mark, beloved of the whole brotherhood.
Susan had aiways been the chief caterer and prmclpal
winistering spirit on these festive ocecasions, and gave time
and labour ungradgingly to contribute to the comtort aud
gratification of our esteemed guests. For some time
previously she had been in & very poor state of bealth, and
ler mortal career was now nearing its close, she being at
this time in a state of great phystcal weakness and deblht)
It was the last time she was able to be present at such a
gathering ; and by one who used to enjoy it so much,
there was something quite pathetic in her pxteous com-
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BUSINESS MEETING.

The meeting was resumed at four o’clock in the Phre-
vologicul Hall, James Cameron in the chair.

Reports Respecting the Ohurches,

Verbal reports were given from Berwick, Crossgates,
Cupar, Dundee, Glasgow, Lanark, and Paisley by tho
brethren belonging to these pluces respectively. The only
watters particularly requiring notice were these :

- Brawick-on-Tween.—The brethren here were nuch:
distiessed at the anticipated removal of Brother Thowmas
Jackson from their midst to the United States. They
had been so much beholden to hitm for much of their

" instruction, and for the very spirited example he had set

them, ‘that they feared evil consequences from the depri-

vation of his company.

Grasgow.—There were present five brethren and a sister
from this place. A twelvemonth ago, or more, there had
been some disagreeable differences, which had ultimated

_iu the separation of a few from the original congregation,

who, before they could come together again, had been
joined by more, and thus formed a small society with the
same radical faith, but  with a slight difference in the
administration of affairs relating thereto.

Pasuey.~—During the past year, there had been some
unpleasunt matters which had caused estrangetnont with a
few, but things were all to rights again, and the church
was going on harmoniously. ‘

The Birmingham Meeting.

George Dowie and John Dunecan, of Dundee, both of .

whom had recently visited Birmingham, gave statements
of the result of their visits. It appeated that there were
four persons then ready to be immersed, and steps were
being taken to get u church organised there. It was
reccommended that a regular correspondence should be
kept up between the brethren in Scotland and those of
fike precious faith in Birmingham. In addition to the
Falinburgh correspondent, David Lawson was named, and
he agrecd to write to them oecasionally. .
10 -
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The London Mesting.

John Dunecan stated thet he had met with a number of
brethren in London when there a fortnight previously

There were eight altogether who held by the faith. But
Yondon he considered a most uncongenial soil for the

orowth of faith, hope, or charity,' and thought the people

of God should as speedily us possible ‘ come out of her

Sta.tistics of the Ohm'ches

The letters showed that the membershlp of the various
churches was as follows :—Aberdeen, 26; Berwick, 9;
Cumuock, 3; Cupar, 6; Devonport, 7; Dundee, 22; Dun-
keld, 12; Edinburgh, 65; Glasgow (first meeting), 33;

(secoud meet.mo-) 5; Halifax, 24 Leeds, 8; London, 8:
and Newark 16.

Tho G!asgow D;ﬂ‘ erances.

A. Forpyce, on behalf of the church meeting in Allan’s
Hall, 64 Howard Street, Glasgow, occupied a counsiderable
time in stating various reasons why several had left the
church and were now meeting separately.

© 'W. Nasuirs, as one of those who had left, said that the

other meeting was simply & matter of expediency : they
did not differ on matters of faith, but on private grounds,

There appeared great reluctance on the part of the
assembly to hear or entertain the questions of dispute, and
all were pleased to learn that these were simply matters
of expediency in the meantime, The pravailinv feeling
seemed to be that the brethren did wrong in formmtr
themselves into a separate meeting when they were zw‘reed
upon the foundation of the fuith. The hope was expressed
that those brethren—({three of each compuny being pre-
sent)—would at home do what they could to bring about
a good understanding and perfect unity among t.hemselves ;
and that if they could not expediently meet in one place

they would still cultivate a good understanding and ready
sympathy with one another.

.4
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The Unity of the Body of Christ.

J. Duncax then gave an ‘appropriate address on ‘ The
Unity of the Body of Christ, suggested by various
remarks which had fallen from the previous speakers. He
inculcated the duty of being subject to the Lord, since we
have become united to him by immersion into his name.
When united to the Christ, we cannot be dissevered from
him at vur own caprice, but are pledged to abide in the
onerous relation of children of God and heirs with Christ
Jesus. The importance of our personal conformity to the
will of God remained, whether others did well or ill. Paul
knew of brethren who defrauded one another, and he
commanded that. they should be borne with, and not that
vengeance should be required. We lay our account with
bearing much evil and injustice from those without—why
not from our own brethren ?—(1 Cor. vi. 7, 8). And as
noue of us are worthy of the company of the Lord Jesus
—who calls us “ brethren ’ and honours us with his society

.~how much more ought we to forbear with one another,
-and seek to esteem one another worthy of all respect,

being ready to prefer one another in honour!

- The remarks_of Brother Duncan led to a conversation
on the subject, in which several of the brethren took part.
The inculeation of brotherly and mutual forbearance was
strong. and pointed ; and after some talk, it was unani-
mously agreed that each brother individually should act
upon a suggestion of Brother Laing's, to the effect that
nothing short of a denial of the truth was a sufficient
reason for withdrawing from the fellowship of the church.

The Ohurch Roll.

It was intimated that, at a fraternal gathering of the
Lnglish brethren, held at Nottingham two months_pre-
viously, it had been agreed that .a printed list of the
nwmnes, addresses, and occupations of all the brethren and
sisters in the United Kingdom, so far as kuown, should be

“printed, and that the Edinburgh Church had bLeen asked

to do this, and print 500 copics. This was agreed to.
‘2 By . .-
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The Case of Thomas Jackson.

J. Nessir asked the assistance of the brethren in the
case of Thomas Jackson, who, being unable to earn a
livelthood in this country, had determined to emigrate-—a
proceeding which, Brother Nesbit felt assured, would be
the death of the infant church at Berwick.

J. Duxcax said he did not approve of our interfering

D
with Brother Jackson, who, he thought, should be left to
his own decision in the matter,

A brief conversation ensued,

after lwhich the subject
was allowed to drop.* : -

More Fraternal Gatherings Becommended.

Some consideration was given to the propriety of having
occasional meetings such as the present, for the comparison
" of congregationul experieuces and gathering of information
regarding the brethren. As the church in Edinburgh had
hitherto found a benefit from such meetings (whxch had
hitherto been held there), it was presumed that the distri-
bution of that benefit would be attended with' the like
advantages in other places. Dundee, Glasgow and Paisley
were spoken of.
A. Forbyce announced that the church in Glasgow had
a quarterly reunion of the brethren in the West of Scot-
land, and that at the next one (first Sunday in October)
this feature was proposed to be introduced. Hitherto they
had been in the habit of devoting the time to the dis-
cussion of set subjects of doctrine. The brethren at large
recoived a hearty invitation to be present ou that occasion.

Tracta.

Some conversation took place respecting the question of
the writing and issue of tracts. The impression of the
English brethren bad been that, were there means at
command to print them, the matter was ready for many

* Brother Jackson died shorily after this meeting, and before he could carry out
his intention to emigrate.
13
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means would easily be found were there good and pointed

~ tracts ready to be printed. The difficulties in the produc-

tion of a good tract had been tested, and it was found that
it was no easy matter to write what would say the right
thing well and no more. The suggestions given by James
Cameron, 1n his paper in the manuscript Messenger of the
Churches, No. 11, regarding *Gospel Preaching,’ * were
considered particularly applicable to the case in hand.
There did not appear to have been any violent unprovoked
denunciations against the defaulters in Israel, even by the
Lord Jesus ; and the apostles were in the habit of reason-
ing out of the Scriptures.” The same calm style was.
recommended for tracts. The danger of producing a faulty

“thing led to the idea that the best tracts were the lives

of the brethren and their pure speech ; but it was shown
that tracts had a service in addition to the living voice,
speaking to a stranger in the absence of the disciple in
whose conversation he had been interested. Maby of the
brethren were in the habit of using them in this way, and -
were sensible of the importance of their matter being pure
and select. -Reference was made to a series of two-page
tracts which the friends and brethren in Birminsgham had
reprinted, the matter and style of one or two of which,

“even although true, were reckoned too offensive to the

prejudices of the people to be of any good. It was also
suggested that too much should not Le attempted at ocne
time ; one topic, and that not too extensive, being suffi-
cient for/one tract, The writing of the required tracts—
(for it was generally admitted there were very few of the
right sort available)—was reckoned a good and beneficial
exercise for the brethren, as the concentration of thought
and review of faith requisite would prove good discipline
to any one who would thus engage himself. It was agreed
that the tracts so written should be sent round in the
Messenger, and, if approved of, printed, the expense being
paid out of ‘a fund for that purpose.

* See vol. i,, pp. 277-87.
4
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Drawing Out Latent Ta_lent.

J.” Duncax made a few remarks on the importance of
arranging means and appliances in all the churches for
drawing out latent talent. He had found in his own expe-
rience of Edinburgh, that when necessity impelled, there
were guite a number of the brethren who could and would
take part in the service of the church, wbo, through
modest deference to others better qualified, were in the
habit of keeping their abilities in abeyance. The import-

. ance of this matter was admitted by all, and recommended
to the attention of the church in general.

n;qming up bj t;he Chairman,

The éﬁ:&ﬁmﬁn, in summing up the proceedings of th
day, referred to the favourable appearance presented by the
“churches in general, and the increased interest exhibited in
the present meeting, there being a larger number from a
distance than on any former occasion (19). Four new
congregations had been reported—namely, Cumnock,
Dunkeld, Leeds, and Newark ; while three were in embryo

. in Birmingham, London, and Lincoln.

'I'Se Sefvice of Bong.

The discussion” of the foregoing topics was relieved and
diversified by songs of strength and words of praise occa-
sionally introduced, and the meeting was brought to a
close about eight o’clock. After prayer, the last songs

sang were the themes of the Nottingham brethren,
embodying the faith and hope of all present:

The Lord shall inherit Judah, His portion in the Holy Land ;
Anq shall choose Jerusalem agein,
Bing and rejoice, O danghter of Zion ;
For lo! I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thes, saith the Lord.

Thou wilt perform the truth to Jaceb, and the mercy to Abraham ;

‘Which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his vefuge ;
‘Whose hope is in the Lord his God.

45
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186 0.

The gathering this year again took place at Edinburgh
on Sunday, July 15th, in the Phrenological Hall, Surgeon

Square
The Programme.

In the preliminary announcement made respecting it in
the Messenger, all the churches in Britain were Tequested
to forward to the Secretary mformntlon on the fu]loumw
points —

1. The numbers of brethren a.nd sisters respectively meet-
ing with them, the number of their meetings, their internal
healthy condition, and the extra efforts ‘which have been
made during the past year for the pubhcntlon of the truth.

2. Any quebtlons on which they are not at one amongst
themselves, or think others differ from them ; or which
they would like to be brought before the brethren when
assembled, or upon which they would wish to learn the
opinion of the brethren generally.

3. Any readily practicable -suggestions that can be
made for a wider dissemination, “of the knowledoe and
obedience of the truth in Christ.

In response to this invitation for questions suitable for
consideration, the fo]lo“ ing had been received :—

At the quarter]y meeting of ther West of Scotland
churches, held in Allan’s. Hall 64 Howard Street, Glas-
gow, on Sunday 1st April, 1860, the following resolution
was adupted :—* This meeting recommends to the. annual
meeting, to be held at Edi é>;aurgh in July next, to con-
sider, above all other subj ects, the necessity of a full
declaration of out pnm-xpies, in order to a thorough
co- operatmn of the various churches in the United
Kingdom.

T ho Nottmtrham meetmg, in view of the fu ! that, at
the L[)pl‘ud.c]lllig census, ‘religious profession” would lmwa
to be stated, suggested ¢ Our Religious Designation’ for
consideration,

The Neceossity and Method of Organwln«r our Literary
Resources

i
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A Disqnieting Prospect.

An unusual and perplexing interest attached prospect-
ively to the July Meeting this year, in consequence of a
combination of events having a disturbing tendency, and
which threatened mischief. In the first place, the Glasgow
brethren had determined to press ‘ The Oreed Question,” as
it was termed, upon the cousideration of the conference,
and insist upou something like u formal confession of faith
being adopted as the basis upon which there should be
union among the various churches. On this question very
strong and very contflicting ideas were held, and. how these
were to be reconciled without a disruption, no one conld
foresee. There was also u good deal of apprehension as
to what might transpire at the meeting-; as the differences
between the Glasgow brethren—instead of having been
smoothed over, as had been hoped at the previous July
Meeting—had become accentuated, the two parties being
now more hostile than ever; and it was understood that
representatives from both meetings were to be present at
the aggregate meeting, and it was feared that there might
be trouble with them. There wus also the division whih
had just taken place in the Nottingham meeting to be
considered ; so that, altogether, the aggregate aunnual
meoting of 1860 had been looked forward to with a good
deal of anxious foreboding,

) Thq Viditors.

In addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting,
the following were present from other places :—

Aperpepx—\William Gill, Graseow (first congregation)—Allan
Berwick~Phillis Nesbit, Fordyce, and William Pearson,
Carsrairs~William Seott. {Second congregation}—John Camp-
CrosseaTEs—John Muir, bell, EHza A, Hare, and Mrs Naismitl.
Cupar-—-Archibald Dowie, Elizabet: | Hameraw—Mrs Shicls. _

Mill, and James White, sen. Kirgcarpr—John Forbes,
Dunvre—Jobn Duncan. LaNarg—~James Murray.
Duxksep—James Milne and Duncan | Newnuken—David Lawson,

Stewart, Parster—Adam Connell, Mrs Comric,

Mrs Maitland, and Wi, Wilson.

The total number of brethren and sisters who gﬁthered
together was about 80.
47
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lu][uwmdj day. This meeting lasted till eleven o'clock.

ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1860

SATURDAY.

BVBNING

The Edmburgh Church had, on]y s ek or two pre-, A

viously left their original mesting-pluce in the Tailors’
Hall, Potter Row, and removed to a more -convenient
room, the Phrenological Hall, 1 Surgeop ‘Squdre, at the
foot of Infirmary Street. For the convenience of the
visitors, this hall was open from sm o clock on the Snturday

OVQI]]DO’

Prehmlnary Arrangements Sl

A ple]nmnury tmeeting was held at (,wht 0 clock to
mdke arrangements as to the order ‘of:the pmceec!mtrs nn

the fo]luwmtr day. These arrano'ements prowded that the

ordinary ﬂ)renoon meeting, for W ors}up and edlﬁca{mn,
should be little altered, and that the remainder of, the day
should be devoted to the discussion of the topics suvgested
At the same time, it was determined that the authority of .

such assemblies was bounded very much by the dlSpOSlthI).

of the parties thus assembled, or there represented ; and

as most brethren appeared on their.own {ndividual respon-

sibilities, no more could be ifsisted upon for their decisions
than that they were the judgments and recommendations
of wise and God-fearing men—quahﬁed and intensified - by
the aggregation of multlphed experience. It was agreed

that John Duncan should preside at the meetmg in the

nftemoon.
The Glasgow Dm‘erenceh

The mention of the Glasgow differences led to a pro~
tracted conversation. Allan Fordyce and Wm. Pearson

(of the first congregation) said they had not come to Edin-

lurgh to break bread, as they expected that several from
the second congregation would be present ; and this Jknow-
ledge had kept eight or nine from coming. Ultimately,

‘however, on the understanding that arbiters would be

appointed to judge between the two churches, in order to
re-unite them, all parties agreed to break bread on the

48

Py

33 Rt £ A 2 107

PSR,

TR AT




ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEBTINGS—1860

SUNDAY.

The ‘weather on Sunday was very close and sultrym—
oppressively so, in fuct ;.but a very heavy shower of rain
shortly ufter noon ugreeably cooled und cleared the air.

FORENOON,

The brethren assembled at eleven o'clock in the
forenoon, in the hall of the Phrenclogical Museum, the
proceedings being opened with praise, prayer, and the
reading of the Scriptures, several brethren taking part in
‘thess exercises. N

The Breaking of Bread.

The Lord’s Supper was then observed, after which
words of exhortation and encouragement were spoken Ly
James Cameron, Andrew Tait, and David Lawson.

Letters from the Churches.

The letters which had been received from the.various
churches were then read. The following is a summary of
the contents of these letters :— '

ABerpEEN.—The number of the church was 35 In
reference to the Gtlasgow question, they had sent a declar-
ation of principles to the annual meeting two years ago,
to which they still adhered, although no use had been
wade of that declaration as a test.

Berwick-on-Tweep.—One brother had died during the
year, and another had joined their meeting frowm Cupar
The meetings were now held in the house of Brother
Nesbit. A few thoughtful inquirers after the ancient
faith were reported in some places near the Border,

CrossaaTes.—Oun the previous Sunday, one brother and
two sisters had been immersed. By this accession, and
that of another brother from Edinburgh, now resident i
Dunfermline, they would be able to hold meetings ever
First Day of the week at Crossgates—which they had not
been able to do for a long time.

Hartvax.—The brethren here had been distressed with
u prevalence of ill health and the death of four of their

number ; yet, as far as they had been able, they had oceu-
No. 4 49
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AGGREGATE MEETINGS~—1860

pied themselves, as was their wont, in setting forth the
trath—Heckmondwike, Holmfirth, Huddersfield, and
Dewsbury having been centres of action. They expressed
repugnance to the ‘ full declaration of our principles’ pro-
posed; if that meant the muking of a creed or test of
union ; recommending rather an abstract of the things
confessed by each church (without individual erotchets or

idiosyncracies) as a ready basis of friendly correspoudence
one with another.

Lavark.—During the past year, there had been two
additions, but two had left for other parts.”

Lonxpon.—The meeting of brethren liere was of very '

short continuance, and now was rendered nupracticable

through the removal of one to Edinburgh and one to

Glasgow, and the falling away of other two from the faith.
Paister.—During the past year, there had been 10

additions to the Church Roll, with two removals and one -

death to subtract. The brethren were new going on
peacefully and harmoniously, after times of various and
often unpleasant experience. ' o ‘

Puymourn.—The brethren here met together as usual,
and.endeavoured to help each other on in the way which

Jeadeth to life eternal. Oune sister had died during the

year. S . o
Reports 3espeetmg the Churches.

In addition to the foregoing, notice was taken of the
progress of the truth in outlying fields, including Belfast,

Douglas (Lanarkshire), Kelso, and Motherwell.

Statistics of the Churches.

The appearance of the foregoing reports, it was stated,
was more Ineagre than ustal, in consequence of so many
of the doings of the several churches having been already
reported in the intelligence department of the Messenger.
The review was, on the whole, satisfuctory ; but, from the
imperfectness of the returns, no estimate of increase could
be formed. '

The forenoon meeting was closed at 1.45 r.av., when

there was an interval of three quarters of an hour.
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1860

AFTERNOON,

The meeting was resumed at 2.30 o’clock, John Duncan
presiding.  The brethren first partook of a repast, after
which there was an interval of about twenty minutes for
fraternal intercourse. ’

BUSINESS MEETING.

In drawing up the programme for the business part of
the day’s proceedings, it had been arranged that matters
having reference to ‘the state of the churches’ should
have priority of consideration. The first -matter taken up,
therefore, was ' : o :

The Glasgow Differences. '

These, unfortunately, were of long stinding, and conse"
quently, extremely difficult to deal with. Repeated efforts
had already been made by the Glasgow brethren then:-
selves to restore a proper understanding, but all these
attempts had failed. It therefore appeared necessary that
the aid of other brethren should be called in to the settling
of thesc differences. Without at all entering upon the
merits of the questions at issue between them, the cou-
ference strongly deprecated the éxistence of a division iu
the church in Glasgow, and were unauimous in recorn-
mending to both parties to refer their disputes to the
arbitration of men of wisdom selected from other churches,

A. Forpyce, on behalf of the church meeting in Howard
Street, took it upon himself to say that they would be
willing to settle their differences by umpires, and abide by
their decision.’ ,

J. Cameprrr said he had no doubt that the Stockwell
Street meeting would be equally disposed to such a
measure, though he was not authorised to say so.

Several other brethren spoke in favour of this plan, and

the following resolution was unanimously agreed to :—
‘That this meeting recommend the brethren of both

churches in Glasgow to appoint umpires to arbitrate

between them. In order to assist their choice, thirteen
: 51
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1880

brethren from various churches were named from among
whom the selection could be made. The Secretary was
instructed to communicats the resolution of the meeting
to the churches in Glasgow.

EVENING.

The Division In Nottingham

The next matter taken up was the state of the church -
at Nottingham.. The meeting there had orlgmated with’
the Second Advent movement, and had a Second Advent .
basis; and it was stated that all the members held it
necessary to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, the:King ;.
of the Jews, though a nummber of them did not: beheve thts ¥
.‘xt_ihe ttw>§ their immersion. A dxvnswn had: ]atel}
taken place on this and other points, and theré Wweré*now™
two separate meetings in Nottingham, and a_few who il_d
nc»t Gt take part wit with either. (George Dowie mentloned ‘that
he had received Jetters from each of the three. partles and -
as time could not be spared to read them all, oniy an ;|
extraet was read from the one by William Norrie, set.tmg
forth the grounds of difference.
made as to what should be done in the circumstances. -

D. Lawson recommended that they should write “and

congratulate those brethren who had come out and made -

a stand for the truth,

A. Tarr, in opposing this, said they ought rather to

rebuke them for not leaving before they were forced to it.

A few others spoke, and among other suggestions, it was

proposed that George Dowie should send some brotherly
counsel to the ¢ unbaptlsed party.

G. Dowie said that was the work of an apostle, and he
niust deeline to. undertake it.

It was ultimately agreed that John Duncan should write

a letter to each of the partles, us f'ar as possible suited to

cach particular ease.

Several proposals were ,_j:_' )
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The Creed Question.

The next matter for consideration was that suggested
by the Howard Street meeting in Glasgow, and for which
urgency was claimed—nanely, ¢ the necessity of a declara-
tion of our principles, in order to a thorough co-operation
of the churches” On the snggestion of Allan Fordyce,
the proposition was amended, so as to read, ‘our first
principles.’

‘A. Forpyee, in introduecing the matter, pleaded for the
adoption of a declaration of first principles to prevent all
misunderstandings that otherwise might arise. He cited
the fact that it had benefitted the church in Glasgow, and
contended that advantage would be derived by all from its
more general adoption. It was urged further that, although
not used and not needed in apostolic times, it was needful
now, when so diverse ideas on the same subject were
entertained by different persons. The evils which had
resulted from the adoption of creeds by the sects were
attributable, he contended, to their negative character, and
from being too expository on other than first principles.
A quiet understanding and oral expression might often be

sufficient ; but in all cases of foreign fellowship the fivst
principles must be written. '

- W. Erus, speaking in support of the proposal, referred
to the re-immersion of William and Jane Norrie (Mrs
Robert Roberts), and contended that if such a declaration
had been in existence at the time of their first immersion,
n second would not have been necessary.

Others who spoke in support of the proposal argued

‘that it was better to have oue authoritative utterance than
many different opinions; and that its existence might

sometimes have saved the unpleasaut presence and neces-

sary withdrawal of some parties.

On the other hand, it was urged that there had not
been sufficient proof of the failure of the former method ;
that is, having a clear understanding of first principles,
without any authoritative docament of human compilation ;

.that the apostles never sanctioned any such thing by

practice or by anticipation ; that the adoption of it, in one
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1860

case at least in’ Scotland, had already done mischief, and
that this church in question was glad to get rid of it ; and
Fhat our position, although satisfactory, might not be
ultitzate, and that the entbodiment of our principles in
a written form might put a stop to further development
of truth—as it had done in other cases.

The discussion, which occupied nearly two hours and a
half, was very keen and interesting, aud the good feeling
and forbearance of the brethren on such a knotty and con-
tested point were very gratifying. Nearly every brother
present spoke, and the reasons given both for and against
were many and weighty, though those for the negative
side appeared to be most numerous and powerful.  Awmong
these who spoke in favour of the proposal \\erc—AHan
Fordyce, John -Campbell, Wiliam Ellis, Robert Norrie,

Andrew Tait, and James Lawrie ; against—George Dovwie,

- James Cumeron, Archibald Dowie, Dd\'ld Lawson, Duncan

Stewart, William Wilson, William Gill, and William Laing.
The Cramrmax said he could go either way. If they
got a right creed—almost an impossibility—he " would
subscribe it ; but he did not believe they could get one.
W. Laine suggested that, while there might not be a
necessity for a written ‘declaration’ of first priunciples, it
was very desirable that there should be a proper ‘under-
standing ’ as to the faith held by the various churches.

This suogestxon was generally approved of by all the
brethren.

The CuairMAN, in summing up the whole discussion,
gave it as the mind of the majority of the meeting, that
in the meantime it was not needful to the co-operation
of the various churches in the Unbited ngdom that a
written declaration of first principles should be adopted,
but that it was necessary to have a clear and complete
understanding between all the churches; and that this
should be at once established.

A Yorpyce said he did not object to the change of the
ward “declaration’ into ¢ understanding.’ .Tlmt was all

that was wanted or meant in the overture.
54
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS~1860

Our Religions Desighation.

The Cuarman, referring to the suggestion made by the
Nottingham Dbrethren, said that, as the Goverment had
withdrawn the freligious profession’ clause from the
Census Bill, there seemed no necessity now to entertain
the question of ‘ Our Religious Designation.” He found,
however, that the brethren scemed already to have, almost
simultaneously, and without consultation with each other
—(us in the Church Roll, the Messenger, &e.)—adopted
a designation which was perhaps the most expressive they
could have in the meantime, and which might serve their
ordinary purposes till necessity demanded z ' change—
nawmely, ¢ Baptised Believers of the G()S{Wg.
dom of God.’ L —

This was unanimously assented to, and no more was said
upon the subject.

Literature of the One Faith,

The last subject considered was the necessity and method
of organising our literary resources ; but as there was now
no time for the review and consideration of so important
« matter, nothing was done except the hedring of-George
Dowie’s suggestion for the selection of a literary council,
who might work together, not only in the production of
tracts or ephemeral writings, but for the compilation and
composition of books: one such was proposed on ‘The
Messiahship ;' and when the combination of the powers
of the brethren had produced this, other subjects might
be found awaiting them, -

At the conclusion, thanks were offered to God for the
very agreeable and harmonious meetings of the day, after
something different had been feared. The high praises
of God were sung then, and at intervals throughout, in
anthems and sacred song,
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGY—1861

1861,

For the first titue, the annual avgregate ‘meeting of the
Baptised Believers of the Gospel of the ngdom of God

was held at Glasgow on Sunday, July 7th, in A]lan s Hall,
64 Howard Street.

The Vmitoxs.

The change of the place of meetmg, from the East to
the West, had a considerable effect upon the number of
visitors, there beirg no fewer than 46, in addition to the
members of the Glasgow. meeting. I can.only give the

names of the following, however being those who had
come the longest distaneceés :—. .-

LixcotN—-Edward Tumey: 50
Marcazstra—John Paterson, R
No‘rrmczum—J olm Turney

Cupar— Archibald Dowie.
Duwvee—John Duncan.

AverveEer—James Mowat. L l
Lewes— William Norrie,

Besides these, there were 4 from Alrdrxe and 1ts newh-

" bourheod, 1 from Beith, 10 from Edisburgh and its- nelgh~

bourhood, 12 from Lanark and the a.dgommo dlsbmct 10
from Pazsley, aud 2 from Wishaw. v, i
The total number of brethren and sistérs who gathered
together was 110, which was so much in excess of anything
<prekusly e‘(wgced as’ to” cause Allan Fordyce to
remark that it was the largest assembly of Baptxsed
Believers of the Gospel of the ngdom of God since the‘

Day of Pentecost!

Literature of the One Fafth. ' T

A new and mherestmo feature was mtroduced mto thls
year’s gatbermg-—namely, by exhibiting a number of
waps, diagrams, charts, and chrouological tables, &e., illus-
trative of Scripture subjects; as well as various descrip-
tions of placards which had been issued by churches in
different places in making known the gospel—which were
displayed around the walls of the mesting-place. There
were also arranged on a series of tables, for convenient

refercuce, and for the inspection of the brethren, a Lu'gc
54
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~

collection of books in various departments of Biblical
literature, pamphlets, tracts, &e.:; besides a number of
portraits of deceased brethren and sisters, together with

a series of stereoscopic views of Secripture scenes—

which were contributed by different brethren, and formed
suggestive and profitable subjects of examination, and
comment at intervals during the day.

SATURDAY.

EVENING.

A preliminary meeting was held at eight o'clock, to
make arrangements as to the order of the proceedings on

the following day. These darrangements provided that the
proceedings should commence at ten o’clock—an bour

earlier than usnal—and that John Dunean should preside
at the business part of the conference.

SUNDAY.

FORENOON.

Davotional Exercises,

The first part ofthe proceedings of the day consisted in
worship, reading of the Seriptures, exhortation, and the

observance of the Lord’s Supper, which having been duly
attended to, Brother Duncan took the chair,

BUSINESS MEETING.

————
-

" Btatistics of the Churches.

The Secretary (George Dowie) read the following
numerical statement of the condition of the churches, from
the statements which had been forwarded to him :—The
church at Aberdeen numbered 35, 3 having been added by
Immersion during the year;. this was exclusive of the
meeting at Insch, about 30 miles distant, which had sprung
out. of the Aberdeen brotherhood. Airdrie, 9. Belfust, 7.

Berwick, 5. Birmingham, 15; 3 having been immersed
67 :
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1861

during the year, and 1 separated because of non-attend-
ance. Crossgates, along with the 2 brethren at Xirkealdy,
8: 1 addition during the year. Cumnock, 7, being an
increase of 2. Cupar, 7. Douglas, 4. Dundee, 30;

had been received during the year, and 3 had left. Edm—
burgh, 76; 19 had been received during the year

removed, 1 died, 'and 1 fallen away from the fa:th, in’

. addition to these 76, there were two congregations in con-

nection with the Edinburgh Cburch——namdy, at Hadding-
ton, numbering 3, and at Tranent, numbering 6. G]asgow

68, bemﬂr an increase of 16 from different sources. Halifax, e

12; a ]ate arrangement had been made, by which a church
hd been formed at Huddersfield, consisting of .6 members.

Hamilton, 8 ; arrangements bad been made for the. meet- ‘i

mgs ta.kmg place, during the summer, chiefly at Mother-
well Insch, 5. Lanark 14, 3 of whom were immersed
the night previous at Glasgow. N_o_tt_lr_lgm,_l&._ . Paisley
—in George Street, 26 ; in Oak Shaw Street, 11. Wishaw,

7. ¥rom the other churches not mentxoned no returnsvg;.-;i.-

had been received.

Letters from the Chutckes,

The letters which had been received ‘from the various-- -

churches contained other pieces of information relating to’
them ; but as the substance of it had been given in" the:
Messenger, it was not repeated in the conference report.”

Letters of Recommendation.

It had been suggested by the church at Halifax, and
concurred in by the brethren at Birmingham, that, in the
event of a brother going to a distant place, and - there.
being no other meaus of identification, he should be pro-
vided with a letter of introduction from the bfethren
whom he had left to those to whom he was going. It was
stated that, in consequence of the absence of such a means
ol identification, the brethren in America had been imposed
upon. The proposal was agreed to without any conversa-

tion taking place upon it.
58
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AFTERNOON.

There was here an interval for refreshment, during

which the brethren had an opportunity of examining the
books, maps, &c., already referred to.

The British Brotherhood.

Amongst the charts suspended upon the wall was a
*Map of the British Brotherhood,” on which was indicated
the Jocation of the various churches and isolated brethren
throughout Great Britain—a red cross indicating where a
church existed, and a red dot where an isolated brother
resided. George Dowie explained the object of the map,
which was to show at a glance the geographical relations
of the various churches, and furnish hints as to how the
several districts described on the map might be efficiently -
worked for the dissemination of the truth. Various sug-
. gestions to this effect were thrown out by the brethren.
Brother Dowie then gave a detailed and lucid explanation
of the other diagrams and charts that hung around the

walls, which was-listened to with great attentxon by the
assembled brethren and sisters.

The Eva.ngellst Queation.

This subject had been recommended for conmderatlon
by the churches in Aberdeen and Nottingham, and the
proposal was supported by speeches from the brethren who
represented these two churches. The arguments used
wers much the same as had been adduced on former
occasions when the subject had been under consideration ;
and they simply resolved themselves into this, that, even
supposing it were desirable that an evangelist should be

nppomted no brother was known to be avallable for the
office,

Proposed Revisit of Dr Thomas,

After several brethren had spoken both for and against
the expediency of having an evangelist, and to meet the
objection that no brother in this country was available for

69
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W. Pearson, Glasgow, formally moved, ¢ That this con-
ference earnestly requests all the meetings of the brother-
hood to unite in inviting Dr John Thomas, of New York,
to come over and take a Iecturiug tour through Great
Britain.’ -

J. Mowar, Aberdeen, seconded.

J. Caxerox moved an amendment to the effect that ¢ the
subject of the appointment of an evangelist be referred
to the various churches for conmderatlon, and that they
should report to the Secretary upon it at a futare time,’

This amendment having been seconded, a good deal of
discussion followed. As there seemed great difference of

opinion as to which recommendatlon should be adopted

by the conference, the Chairman put the matter to vote,
when the amendment was carried. There was a laudable
hesitation on the part of the brethren to voting ; but as
there seemed no other way of settling the matter. without
a very protracted dlscussmn upon it, thls was resorted to
as inevitable. .

General Edncation,

It was stated that there was a strong desire on the part
of many meinbers of the various churches, that they
should become better acquainted with the Scriptures and
their true meaning ; and in order to do this, and that they
might be able to correct a bad rendering of the Scriptures
when it was presented, and be the better satisfied with the
pure Word, it was recommended that the brethren gene-
rally, and particularly the younger ones, should give their
attention to the study of the- languages in which the
Scriptures were originally written. Various suggestions
for carrying out this recommendation were -offered by the
brethren, -
Literature of the One Faith.

This subject was confined chiefly to a view of the tracts
aud books which lay upon the tables; and it was recom-
mended that the tracts already in existence—not only the
brethren’s, but the issues of otlier paltles——slmuld be put

mto circulation among bho brethren in a systematxc man-
: 60
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ner ; and it was further suggested that they should be
stitched together, and interleaved with blank pages, in

order to permit of remarks being made as to their merits
or demerits.

Preaching on Gla.sgow Green.

There was bere another interval for refreshments; and
a number of the brethren accompanied Allan Fordyce to
Glasgow Green, where, according to previous announce-

ment, he made a proclamation of the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God.

EVENING.

el

In the meantime, the brethren and sisters had again

assembled in Allan’s Hall, and the business of the confer-
ence was resumed.

Proposed New Church Roll

It had been proposed by several churches that there
should be a re-issue of the Church Roll, to indicate the
additions, changes of residence, and other alterations that
had taken place since the publication of the formet one.

It was found, however, that there were difficulties in the
way of uccomplishing this, There was a division in the
church at Paisley, and some misunderstanding as to the
position of the meeting at Newark in relation to that at

Nottingham ; so that it was agreed this matter should
stand over -for the present. '

Divisions in Churches.

TSR

A Ve )

This was & matter of lengthened and attentive consider-
ation by the brethren. It was proposed that it should be
remitted to a number of brethren in different towns to
consider what causes are sufficient to warrant a withdrawal
from fellowship, and how matters of discipline should be
conducted ; also how, when differences arise in churches,

they should be removed. This proposal, after a protracted
' discussion, was adopted.
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‘The Messenger of the Churches.’ . /, " S

J. Cameron stated that, when the the Messenger of t,hc, '{'/\: -99
Churches was first, commenced to be printed, eighteen

.-

v

S cg {/r/'d[:’}

months prevmusly, it had a mrcu]atmn w}nch enubled it
the present yea.r there wus 3 Fdllmd oﬁ' 1n the circulation
whlchmd a deficiency of f‘rom 7s. to 10s. per month
in the income.

It was mentioned that the church in Dundee had agreed
to make a collection in aid of the funds required to carry
it on, and a similar course was recommended to the other
chulches. Various alterations in its character, size, price,
and mode of publication were suggested ; but it was agreed
to continue the present arrangements until the end of the
year, after which several changes of the kind mentioned
would probably take place. . _ '

The Church at Piltdown.

W. Norrig, who had for the last ten months been
residing at Lewes, about nine miles from Piltdown, in
Sussex, gave some, interesting information respecting the
church at that place, which he had been enabled to obtam
from repeated visits to them. The circumstances under
which this congregation were-brought under the notice of
the brethren were detailed in the number of the Messenger
tor March 1860—the one thing lacking in their faith being &<
a belief in the future restoratlou and exaltation of Israel
.:ccnrdmg to the promises of God. Brother Norrie stated
that, in the course of the visits which he paid to their
mceting, he had entered very fully into this matter, in
private conversation with some of them, and he was pleased
to find that there was, on the part of a few, an inclination
to inquire into the subject. He spoke in high terms of
the kindness and hospitality which had invariably been
shown to him on the occasion of his visits, and commended
them for the brotherly feeling by which they seemed to be
nctuated, and for the zeal and earnestness with which they
endeavoured to propagate the truth so far as they them- -
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MERTINGS—1861

selves knew it. Brother Norrie also mentioned that,
having informed their pastor, Henry Farley, of his inten-
tion to be present at the annual gathering that day, he had
been requested by him to offer his congratulations to the
brethren, and to express to them his wishes for their peace
and prosperity. ‘

In acknowledgment of this kind message, Brother
Norrie was instructed to convey to the church at Piltdown
an assurance that the Baptised Believers of the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God, in conference assembled, regarded
the church at Piltdown with feelings of the deepest solici-
tude and the greatest affection, and that they earnestly
desired that they might come to know the way of the
Lord more perfectly.

This terminated the business of the conference, which
was not concluded until ten o’clock—having thus lasted
‘twelve hours altogether,

MONDAY.

A number of the visitors, includipg those from England,
remained over the greater part of Monday in. Glasgow
In the forenoon, John and Edward Turpey and Andrew
and Mrs Tait, waited upo upon n Mr J. W. Jackson, the phreno-
logist, who gave phrenological delineations of J ohn Turney
and the two Taits, which were taken down by William.
Norrie, They afterwards had a walk in the West End
Park ; and at the quay on the sonth side of the Broomie-
law, went on board the Scotie, then the largest vessel
afloat except the Great Eastern ; and afterwwards witnessed
a Jaunch on the Clyde and a fire in Jamaica Street. They
were also shown over the confectionery manufactory. of
Messrs Wotherspoon, through the interest of Brother
Douglas ; and returned to Edinburgh in the evening. At
Portobello there was a fraternal gathering in the house of
Aundrew Tait, to whom Edward Turney explained the

disrupted state of the meeting in Nottingham.
6 :
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The brethren in Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Lanark,
and Newburgh who had been appointed * to consider what ;
causes are sufficient to warrant a withdrawal from fellow- Gl
ship, and how matters of discipline should be conducted : s
also how, when differences irise in churches, they should
1 be removed,’ submitted the following document, which was
appended to the conference report, as given in the Mes- i

Divisions in Ohurches, ' . 51‘ S
!
|

THI} PREVENTION AHD OURI-} OF SUKISM.

[In pursuance of a suggestion made at the conference, the followmﬂ' '
paper has been prepared and submitted to some brethren ia scveral |
churches. Their enderscment of the same is to be’ understood by tho ' l
signatures hercto affixed, e R R A,

) “The Lrethren, at the meeting in qneshon, were. remmded tha.t a case of
division was referred to the annual meeting of 1860, and that that meeting
unanimously recommended the selection of néutral brethren as arbitrators ; ;
which suggestion, -afterwards adopted, resulted in the establishment of
peace and 1 umty But as it is not desirable to have such a case and such
a rccommendation year by year, i is contemplated rather to attempt, as . :
far as the human instrument of divinely instructed men can work toward [,
it, to put an end to such splitting and separation, by.exposing and analys— 3
ing the sources of such evils and their divine remedy.—This is the meaning
of tho following document. There may be many things: which it would,
have been well to embrace in such a document, which are, overlooked or
omitted here ; but this is submitted to the dlscemmcnb ‘of mteilwent wen,
in the hope "that they will thereby tnderstand- the sentxmenc which is
catertained regarding all such evil doings.] : W e e -
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The Body of Christ is one, yet hath many members
Tho whole of those members are subservient to the behests
of the head, even Christ himself. -But among them is that
sympathy which is necessary to the perfect co-working of
members of diverse capacity and varied purpose. . The
works of God display many instances in which unity of
nction is secured by the harmony of different. yet con-
gruous parts. The solar system, the balance of the whole
animal and vegetable world, the human body. This last is
most appropriate to the nature of the union and sympathy
of the Church ; therefore the divine wisdom has selected
it as its most expressive symbol. The apostolic teaching
on this point is familiar to all.  (See 1 Cor. xii’; Eph. 1v.
11-15, &e) _
The Fanuly of God is one. The purpose of God is to
: guther in one not only those who are on earth, but thoso

64 : -
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who are also in heaven with them—(Eph. i. 10). The
head of this family is God Himself; while the eldest
member of the great brotherhood—most honourable of all
in earth or heaven—is Jesus of Nazareth, the Lord’s
Messiah, who, in order to the suffering of death, was once
made low indeed ; but for his obedience unto death, is now
set in the highest seat of honour at God’s right hand, far
above all principalities and powers in heavenly places.
We; then, through the favour of God—frail and mortal
though we be, are honoured with a place in this body of
Christ—a seat in this family of God. Do we sufficiently
realise this? Such high calling demands a noble demean-
our ; a demeanour, however, which we are not left to guess
at, for the whole of the way we have to walk has been
trodden by the great sons of the divine family, whose
footsteps we can mark—especially and most visibly the
steps of the Son of God (1 Pet. i1, 21-25). And what is
deficient in example is supplied in precept ; for the teach-
ing of the Lord and his apostles is most explicit on the
duties of this mutual life, its relations, and responsibilities.
Pervading all is this cousideration, that God himself has
sct us an example which affects all cases, and gives a divec-
tion to every purpose. And His favour is guaranteed on
condition of obedience to His will Thus: *Forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against
us;’ ‘ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God ;' “Be followers of God, as dear children ; and walk
in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given him-
scif for us’~~are samples of the Bible precepts. '
With such noble family connection, so elevated a virtue,
and such inspiring hopes as we can cotnmand, what is
before us but the perfection of God? Are we not called
by the grace of God to glory and virtue? and shall we
hold in little esteemn those means with which divine wisdom
has furnished us? His divine power hath given us all
things that pertain unto life and godliness. And among
these, the most noteworthy are those motives and prin-
ciples by which conformity to the will of God and the

_pattern of divine character is secured. There is the same

most absolute necessity for maintaining the perfect sym-
metry and entireness of the body of Christ, as there is of
the human body, which, if we dismember and subdivide,
not only becomes incompetent for its ordinary functions,
but must die. Alas! that we should da anything to

At S Lttt e e e s p e e s mmsm e = e o
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eudanger the vitality of the body of Christ!
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It is hardly necessary to remind the brethren of the
reat and influential motives with which the oracles of . . i
God abound ; but it is perbaps proper to say, that even Tl
in those cases where there is offence and trespass, the _ 1llitt]
whole provision for the treatment of such offence is ~~ - "
eminently characterised by that large benevolence which .° . !
God our Father has shown in the gift of His Son, and | -~ 1|

[
!

which that Son has exhibited in his willing submission,” = ..
even unto death. e counsel all the brotherhood to = - "
ponder well this trutMwthat in all eases where discipling -~ -
4 (as it is conveniently termed) is to be exercised, there are
P | always such arrangements as shall, as far as possible,
- secure the reformation of the offender; or where such.
. clemency is unavsiling, we can see the spirit of severe.
. i legislation tempered by sympathy and condolence for the:
- unfortunate and mistakeu person. Let these passages be:
read carefully in their connection, that the theory and:
" practice of treatment of offences may be familiar toall
b Matt. xviii. 15-35; 1 Cor. v. 1-5; 2 Thes. iii, 616
: Titus iii. 10, 11. It will be seen in all’cases how merciful’
. is the intention and how humanpe the treatment.” Nay
those other severe sentences which are recorded in Heb
vi. 4-8 ; x. 26-31, are not devoid of the same spirit, as:
upparent in the context, where the outer edges of tha
judgment are hung round with tender inducements a
affectionate warnings. S
How is it, then, that we oft times are guilty not only-
of ndiscretion and folly-—erring becausa of the dominance .
of sin in our mortal flesh—but in our treatment of those = -
who so cffend being headstrong and unfeeling, instead of =~
“gentle and forbearing, as the Liord and his apostles have
8o well exemplified ? Verily there is a great fault here:
and who shall say he is not, nor ever has been to blame,
for such a case? : o .
What is to be ‘done, then? We seriously advise the -.°
brethren to lay it down as an. inviolable maxim, that
nothing shall warrant a separation from those who are in
Christ. It is only when those who have once confessed
the Christ, but now deny him, and belie the faith, that we
nre at liberty to break off fellowship with them. Shall
wo boast of our adherence to the Lord Jesus, and in the
iext instant in our hearts turn away from, and by our own -
lips speak against, those who arve his—separating those
hioly bonds by which the whole body is attached limb t
66 ,,
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limb, and all to the Head ? Shame on us to quarrel with
one another ! Certainly, whatever reasous there may ever
be for our separation from, there are many more for our
adherence to those who call upon the name of the Lord,
both theirs and ours. v

But, to our discredit, there have been divisions, and
there are aliepations. How can a divided Church be the
one body of Christ? Impossible. How shall we restore
that umty and entireness? What is to be done now?
Agree again, by all means. Of course, this is an easy
matter to speak about, though difficult to do, And why
difficult #  Is it because the Lord has neglected to provide
for such a case ! Does not our perpetuation of a separated
state contemnn him, especially after we know that he
desired and prayed for unity among those that are his ?—
(John xvii. 20, 21). We submit, that the rules for the
treatment of offences are few and simple, but effective.
They have been quoted above, and 1t will be found, we feel
assured, that either the evil is of a private personal nature,
which should be treated as directed in Matt. xviil, or a
flagrant public offence, such as is set forth in the terrors
of 1 Cor. v. and Heb. x.; or a case like 2 Thes. 1. or
Titus iii—all of which are distinctly provided for, and
there can be no others. This last case, indeed (Titus iii.)
is one which at once divides off the dividers, bringing swift
judgments on those who are heretics (that is, schismatics
or sect makers). Go to! go to! be friends. There is
enough of wisdom in these precious oracles to guide us all,

But the case most usual is not the want of rule nor tho
distraint of intelligence ; it is the want of disposition.
How can two walk together if they be not agreed? How
can two walk togsther if there is no love? If such love
as (God’'s—such bepevolence and sacrifics as the Lord
Jesus Christ’'s—be in us, it becomes an casy matter to
adjust all differences; and we shall not go groping for
rules and directions ; for we shall find the law 1n our own
hearts, speaking and prompting spontanevusly. 1If it be
that the matter has hardened into a grave offence, and the
breach got confirmed into a wide chasm, it may be—and
indeed often is—better that it be referred to the arbitra-
tion of another one or two brethren—men of sense and
probity—whose judgment is unbiassed and whose motive

“is pure. And there are many such ready to sacrifice their

own convenience for the glory of God and the good of
67
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His people. Qall for them ; they will come to help you.
And bow yourselves down beneath the iajesty of the
heavens whom you have despised and offended, and come ‘
down from the height of your pride to sit in the dust with {
confusion of face, But awake to righteousness and sin {:
i not. DBehold, Tue Jupae is at the door—the Liord is at q: B
hand. Be zealous and repent, else He will come quickly, !} i 1
and remove your candlestick out of its place. - ”'I :{ P
‘ - g 1 .
Generally approved, and most earnestly pressed on the 1} ’{ f -
attention of the brethren by I 1
; . i é
James Mowar, Aberdeen. it | I
. . ' Argx. D. Braok, v 1 ik i
. ’ ' Winiay Giir, @« ‘ ;[|'lf o
- o Joun Courar, Dundee. : - ‘“, _ f
Granay BoorH, » , *ii‘;»‘ g
" ALexanpErR SwiTH,n . ' CF ’ i
Joux Duncay,  u ' i1 ;
Davip Lixpsay, : il
. Davip Warson, o - I
"Davip Lawson, Newburgh. \ -
Jas. Caxerow, Edinburgh. ' o
Axprew Tarr, " | i
. Wiuniay Laivag, « (it i
Grorge Dowik, i f ¢
Jaues Murray, Lanark. 4]
68 : ‘
il
ke

L R e ey




. e o ) s, : I
¥ eSS T

’)\- v F, a
P IR

=

TSI

Ve —

ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEBETINGS~—1862 ’

il o 186 2. -

i —

1 i : Disgensions in the Churches.
It is a melancholy and humiliating fact, that the mani-
festo for ‘the prevention and cure of schisw,’ with which
L ¢ the conference of 1861 wound up its labours, and which
1l ~ was intended ¢ to put an end to such splitting and separa-
tion,” should have entirely failed in this laudable purpose.
Before the time for holding another July Meeting came
I : round, there were serious schisms in several of the churches.
: Trouble had again broken out in the Glasgow meeting, as
well as in Leeds and Pétisl_gx, where the brethren, small
' o ’ in number though they were, felt constrained to have two
| meetings, each more or less antagonistic to the other ;
i while in Edinburgh, a serious division had just been com-
menced, one of the separatists being also a signatory of
the manifesto which declared that ‘nothing shall warrant
| a separation from those who are in Christ.” Such was the
; melancholy state of matters when arrangements had to
ii ' be made for the approaching aggregate weeting of the
L brethren: from all parts; and this naturally had to be
5 taken into account in selecting the subjects for the con-
sideration of the brethren on that occasion. This is seen
from the notice intimating the meeting, which was inserted
| in the Messenger for July 1862, and which was as follows :
% The July Meeting,
Lo ' We have not 'as yet said much about the aggregate :
‘ , meeting, because the suggestions for it are not so varied ik
b as on former occasions, It seems to be desired, however,
A | that it should have a character this year different from the

S former years. We would sum up the suggestions regard-
R ing it thus: '

o~
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1. More time should be employed in prayer and praise, in feaching and ’ F
! cxhortation, than what has been at our former meetings. This would tend i
| to unite us more closely to each other as children of God, and lead to i}
1 more real fruitfulness in the future history of the churches. i
1o 2. Those attending are expected to meet as brethren concerned about ii
3 o \}:'eighty matters, and not to fritter away time in mere pleasurc for the :
i ! our, d
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3. Surely the brothren will see the nocessity of giving attention to the
question of church unity, and that in such & way as to indicate whether
they consider it in accordance with apostolic example or teaching to make
division & mers matter of expediency, and the unity of the body to depend
upon personal likings or dislikings. ~ Let the brethren be well prepared on
this topic. ,

To urge these duties upon us, we are reminded that our
strength is in the Lord ; and baving His Word dwelling
in us richly, we shall be ready for every good work, We
also believe that the Judge standeth at the door: why,
then, should we grudge one against anather? May the
Lord be with us, and guide us all to act so that He may
be glorified by us in all things. o

As before announced, the meetings will take place in the

Hall of the Phrenclogical Museum, 1 Surgeon’s Square, -

Fdinburgh ; which will be open from four o’clock on the

. afternoon of Saturday, 19th July. It has been suggested

to have meetings even sooner than this, provided there be
brethren forward. That evening, at eight o'clock, the
programme of the morrow will be.determined ; and the
brethren present can say whether any meetings should be

held on Monday. Such is desirable, if fo“‘_‘d???‘_’,ﬁ??’ble-

The Visitors. . IR
There were 19 brethren from a distance present, in

addition to the members of the Edinbﬁrgh meeting—as-

follows :— o - ,
Aprrpees—William Philip. Grascow—David Christie, Allan For-
" Crosseares—Johin Muir and James - dyce, Jessie Fonlyee, James Napicr,
Wilsun, - Mrs Naismith, William Smith, William

Cunwock—Joln Paterson. ] Thomson. and Andrew Wright.
Iunvee-~Johu Duncan and Henry | Laxarx—James Murray.

Mackintosh. PasLey—James Huunter,
DunrrrxLixe—Robert Tennant.

The Secessionists in Edinburgh.

As has already been stated, s number of the members .

of the Edinburgh Church had, only a few weeks previously,
separated themselves and formed another meeting, because
of a difference on a matter of church order; and some
curiosity existed as to how they would act in the altered
circuimstances. None of them appeared at the forenoon
weeting ; but in the afternoon, a little sensation was caused
by the entrance of the following seceders :—Andrew Tait,

William Elis, Walter Oliver, Mrs Oliver, Robert Meek,
70 _ ,
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Willlam Pearson, of Glasgow, who had met with the
seceders 1n the forencon, accompanied them. With one
exception, they did not take any part in the proceedings,
whilst listening attentively to all that was sald,

SATURDAY.

|

!

|

% e John Shedden, David Swanson, and Alexander Swanson.
; N

=R

i . : Preliminary Arrangements.

WL 2. P, 3 R WG R At o e st

: A preliminary meeting was beld at eight o'clock, to
make arrangements as to the order of the proceedings on
7 the following day. These arrangements provided that
, ! there should be no chairman on this occasion. There
seemed to be one absorbing topic in the minds of all those
P - assembled—the unity of the brotherhood. It was there-
fore determined that it should have a pre-eminent place in
the deliberations and deliverances of the brethren ; reserv-
ing only the third of the three sederunts for the comparison
of notes on prophetic readings and studies. As it turned
out, however, even that short time could not be spared
for so interesting a matter. '

SUNDAY.

[EEMNS

LR

FORENOON,

A N A A g b0 P i e S b
.

The brethren sssembled at eleven o'clock in “the
forenoon, The first meeting was ocenpied in the congenial
5 exercises of praising:our Father in heaven, by song and
Lo thanksgiving and commemorative breaking of bread, in
i

prayer for wisdom and blessing, and in the consideration
1 of His revealed will in the Scriptures, The duties of self-
examination and mutual care were urged upon the hearts bl
of all in terms of most acceptable address; and attention ]

was drawn to our hope in the coming of the Lord as the ]
great point of interest and centre of motive to unity and
P diligence. This meeting was brought to a close shortly

Lo after one o'clock.
| : 71
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) AFTERNOON.
’% The afternoon sederunt was opened at half-past two by
;‘ an appropriate psalm, after which the company sat down

to & simple but sufficient repast.

THE UNITY OF THE BROTHERHOOD,
An Exhortation to Unity.

§ Brother Witriay Prmurrie, of Aberdeen, then gave a .
' short address, in which he dwelt upon the desirability of .
. maintaining the unity of the brotherhood, - and” called - -
f attention to Scripture exhortations to that effect. =% =% -
‘_ . . Letters from the Gﬁurcﬁés. o A s
{ ' The Secretary (George Dowie) read the following

letters bearing upon the subject Qilich had been received -

from the churches in Aberdeen and Halifax — '

Aberdeen, 17th July 1862.

DEear Brerarex,—We rezlly do hope and pray that something may be
done to promote the cause of unity among the churches. We look upon

. these divisions as & very serious matter—a matter that demanda the serious
& attention of the whole brotherhood. ' S

They evidently indicate a Jack of that due appreciation of the mutual
obligations that the truth lays us under to one another as brethren in
Christ, as members of the adopted family of God, and as aspirants to glory -
in the Kingdom of God. These obligations will not conform with rival
churches in one city, separated because they cannot live in unity. Can
such two churches both be in the body of Christ—both holding the unity
H of the Spirit in the bond of peace—when they cannot come together into
i one place to break the bread that represents the one body? Brethren are
exborted to be ¢ knit together in love’ ¢ to stand fast in one spirit, with
one mind striving fogether for the faith of the gospel’ Do these and
similar passages harmonise with brethren in a state of separation ? :

We would urge on those churches so situated, to consider well whether
they can receive the blessing of God while in such a state ; whether they
lave exercised that love and forbearance which the Word of God enjoins
us to exercise one to another. Judging from the published documents
and correspondence of the Edinburgly division, there is no fundamental
principle in dispute, but a question of church order, which has now been
Lid aside. Why then rewain separate ? :

We think our Lord defines the position of all such in Mat. xviii. 15-30.
On the question of oflences, those who neglect to hear the church are to
b accounted ax hieathen wen and publicans.  On such questions thero is
no nppeal—the decision of the church is binding in heaven and on cacth.
It becomes, thercfore, a scrious mutter Loth for those who give and for
72
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those who receive such a decision. Cuan it Le, brethren, that those who
caunot sit togetlier in unity at the Lord's table now, can * eat and drink al
“his table in the Kingdom of God 1’

We would urge the consideration of these statements upon the brethren.
Are they Seriptural? If so, let brethren act in accordance therewith.
And may all of us strive to attain to our true position as the Church of
God. *To be perfect, to be of one mind, to live in peace ; and the God
of love and peace shall be with us.’ These are the conditions of present
blessing laid down for us. Let us fulfil them, brethren, and we shall
receive the blessing.

‘We are yours in “the fellowship of the gospel, on behalf of the church in
Aberdeen,

"W, G
The Church in Halifuz to the Drethren assembled in Edinburgh.

BrLoveED BrRETHREN,—In presenting our annual report, we cannot but
regret that we have not more vital results to chronicle, seeing the Lord is
50 near.

The steady proclamation of the gospel (during the winter, chiefly by
Brother Shuttleworth) has resulted in the addition of three sisters, as you
will_have Lnown per Messenger. This, with the residence of Bzouhel
at our fe]lowslnp when pmctlcable, consniutes our only ~Elxnzfel'al dxﬁerence
since last report. To this we may add the change of our meeting-room
to » more central and convenient place—Grove Street.

‘We are glad to say that we have peace among ourselves. We deem it
onr highesl: privilege to belong to. the lousehold of God, so that our
associative opportunities are highly prized. We cinnot be too closely
knit together ; and the sister church of Huddersfield scems rather to be
of ourselves than another—so "often are our communications. -Long may
it be ere we arc humbled to understand what division may mean, either n
our own community or amongst others*

You wish an expression of our mind upon the unity of the clhurches,
This matter has been frequently before us. We can only say, that we
know no reason for two congregations in any ‘town, except where it is
impossible to get one place to accommodate the whola, And even in this
improbable contingency, the brotherhood in that place should form but one
church. Divisions on account of individuals, likings und dislikings, church
government, opmlonanve teachings, &,c., are to be most severely repre-
hended, because they, in every case, arise from the anti-divine and anti-
christian spivit which -has no forbearance—(Eph. iv. 30 to v. 2). Only
when men are worshipped above truths, or human expositions exalted
above the exact sayings of God, will Christ's Jaw of love be broken.

We therefore most urgently press the necessity of strict observance of
Clrist’s edict—(Matt. xviii. 15-17)—and also the appointment of arbi-
trators (or rather the plan for their being used), in the contingency of the
law being transgressed.

Wmhmu you the presence and guidance of Holy Spirit in your deliber-
ations, T remain, on behalf of the church,

) Jd. Wirsox.

* [Uuhappily, it was not eo very long before this humiliation was experienced in the
complete disruption of the Halifax Church from that in Huddersfield. Sce vol. ii. ,
pp. 195-201.] -
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Comments upon the Letters.

T i it

These letters afforded a basis for remark by the brethren
assembled ; and it was worthy of notice, that all who at
first spoke, not only heartily endorsed the sentiment of
these letters—the one from Aberdeen particularly—but
unequivocally expressed themnselves that there could be
no difference sufficiently great to cause those to separate
who yet acknowledged each other as brethren. It was
urged that we should not only be one in heart, but that A
there was an absolute necessity for being one in appearance, .~ - il
which was to be accomplished by the old apostolic practice - - | f;‘
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of meeting ‘in one place;’ that we cannot afford to , :
separate, because we need tlie diversities of one another ~  ~ JWilE{Ig: 18 -
for help and strength; that there could be no division 4l :
without evil speaking and back-biting, which are to be

reprobated ; that the only precept or example ‘of separa-

tion in apostolic times concerned those who ‘ went out-
from us, because they were not of us:’ that we should
act as in the presence of the Lord ; that the bond of peace

o should keep or bind the unity, and therefore it is wrong

/ to break the-unity in crder to secure the peace—(Eph. iv.

b 3); that there were differences in faith at the root of some

of the divisions at present existent—for example, the

intrusion of long periods as necessarily intervening in the

: present wpoch, did not assort with the teaching of the

; Lord as to the Kingdom of God being ¢ at hand,” and the

consequent call to ‘ watch and pray. :

Exception was taken to this statement, on the ground
that this difference had not been avowedly connected with
auy division among brethren, and also because there was
a period necessarily implied as intervening, during which
there should be a falling away, and that man- of sin, the
son of perdition, should be revealed—(2 Thes, ii. 3, 4).
Still, it was urged that differences ‘marred the unity of
the faith)
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1862
A Plea for Separatists, ‘

W. Erus, one of the Edinburgh brethren who had
seceded, felt constrained to rise and speak. He contended
that the step they had taken was justifiable on the ground
that the apostle Paul had counselled the marking and
avoiding of those who caused ‘divisions and offences con-
trary to the doctrine we have learned,” and still not to

treat such as enemies, but brethren in error—(Rom. xvi.
17 ; 2 Thes. iii. 14, 15).

These apologies were not favourably received by the
assembled brethren; the former passage being held to
treat of false teachers, who had sought to turn away the

disciples from the faith ; and the latter not to schismatics
at all,

EVENING,

‘The free expression of the brethren on the important
subject of the unity of the brotherhood, with its collateral
topics, was continued with unabated vigour in a third
sederunt, until the shades of evening, settling down upon
the company, gave warning to close. '

Although there had been no chairman during any part
of the day, all the deliberations were conducted in a good
spirit, and with as much point as was to be expected in
the discussion of so comprehensive and absorbing a subject.

'.l‘he Results of the Conference.

The Messenger concluded its report of the proceedings
with the following reflections upon them :—

The results of such a conference we cannot pretend to
calculate ; but our earnest wish is that they may be most
salutary, When it is remembered that the expression of
sentiment then given was one in which there was a very
general agreement ; and when it is taken into account that
there are several congregations where there is need for its
practical application, the importance of the whole matter
must appear evident to all. The brethren in Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Paisley, and Leeds are all less or more in need

7
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of correction on this pbint,

The “present is a time of

tation among the churches; we have no desire but that
ts legitimate issues—remov~

to the structure and stability of the

f holy materials ; that the things which cannot be

i
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186 8.

The Divislons in the Chnrches.

The passing of another year did not witness any
improvement in the condition of the British brotherhood.
On the contrary, matters were folly worse than they had
been when the brethren met in solemnn conference and
serlously exhorted each other as to the duty and necessity
of preservmtlr the uuity of the fraternity. So far as the
division in Edinburgh was concerned, it may be said to
have become more pronounced than ever. The number
of the separatzsts had been largely increased ; and now,
msteamsxgmnfr dxsdgreemeub on a matter of church
order as the cause of their leaving, it was endeavoured to
be shown that there was a material difference respecting
first principles which warranted separation. Meunwhile,

also, Dr Thomas had visited HEdinburgh, had identified
himself with the seceders, and e).pressed approval of the
‘course théy had adopted. A

I Glasgow;also, former disagreements ha.d been revived
and aggravated, points of fdlth on which all did not see
eye to eye being distorted and magnified to such an extent
as to necessitate the maintenance of two meetings, if only
for the sake of peace and harmony. Some of the Gi.wrow
brethren—and notably Allan KFordyce—had strong couvic-
tions as to the necessity of having something hke a creed ;
and, as we have seen, he endeavoured, at the amzual
acrcrrega.te eeting in 1860, to get the brethren to assent

to u full declaration of their first principles, but got ouly

sanctxon_fg_i_' an ‘understanding’ instead, with whlch he

expressed himself as being satisfied. The * understanding’
arrangement, however, did not work so well as had been
expected. This was seen only a month afterwards when
the Church Roll of what purported to be the Baptised
Believers of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God appeared

with some prefatory notes, among which was the followmw
paragraph —
K
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With a very few exceptions, obtzumnrr only in two p].lces
—and those exceptions, we behwe becommrr still wmiore

~rare day by duy—the whole are persons who have been

immersed into the name of the Lord, subsequent to their
belief of the things concerning the Kmo om of God and
the name of Jesus Christ.

Allan was quite indignant at this mixing up of baptised
and unbaptised persons, ‘because, as he  bluntly com--
plained, ¢ we cannot tell who are our brethren and who are

not.” There was cousequently- a renewal of the demaind

for a * declaration,” or ¢ confession of faith,’ to which all the
brethren must assent; and the meeting in Glasgow with
which Brother Fordyce was connected led the way in this
direction by drawing up and adopting a confessnon uF
faith’ for their own use. ‘ =

It had been settled that the July Meeting' should ﬂl]b
year be again held in Glasgow ; and this gave the brethren
in that city, as having to make the necessary ar rangements, .
the opportunity of pressing their views and wxshes nore -
urgently upon the brotherhood. How -they did this will
be seen from the notice intimating the meeting, which was
inserted in the Messenger for July 1863, and whlch was as

follows :—° T
The J’uly Mooting.

The July Meeting, as before announced, will be held -
on Sunday, 12th July, in the brethren’s meetlng-p]ace
Mechanics' Institution, 38 Bath Street, Glasgow.

The hall will be open on the Saturd.n.y evening previous,
from 6 to 10, as a place of rendezvous for brethren from
a distance, and for the usual preliminary ineeting to
arrange the programme of the morrow. It is desirable
that ar many as possible would make a point to be present
at said mecting, to advise how we may turn to best
account the timo at our disposnl next day.

‘ The ‘brethren in Glasgow particularly desire that
arethren coming from a distance be made aware that they
‘ntend qubmlttmw to the preliminary meeting the proposi-
tion that, previous to worship or the br en]\md‘ ol bread on

Suuday wo eudeavour to ascertain how far tlww assenmbled -
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are agreed as to first principles—particularly as to the posi-
tion they are prepared to take up in regard to those who
corrupt the fellowship by acknowledging, as Lelonging to
the body, those who are unbaptised. The reasons for
urging this course will be given at the proper time and
place.’

An Important Conference,

It will thus be seen that the annual meeting of 1863
was calculated to excite unusual interest among the
bratherhood, from the declared intention of the Glasgow
brethren; and the event proved that it was the most
important of these fraternal gatherings that had as yet

taken place. This must be my excuse for giving the very
_detailed report of it which follows.

The Companf.

It was probably the acknowledged great importance of
the meeting, and the dread of what might happen at it
that caused some of the regular attenders at the annual
meeting to be absent on this occasion. At any rate, be
that as it may, there was not such a numerous attendance
as on some former occasions. Those present, so far as I

could gatber from inquiries made at the time, were as
follows

Graseow (Bath Street)—Mrs Bright, | Airprig--Thomas and Mrs Forsyth.
Juhm Campbell, Robert Carruthers, | Breear—Gavin Cree.
sen., Mrs Carrathers, Rt, Carruthers, | Boouseaasu—Maria Henry.
jun., Ferpus Camcron, David Christie, | Coarnrinee—Matthew Paterson.
James Docg, James Douglas, Allan | Donpvre—llerry Mackintosh.
F¥ordyce, Jessic Fordyce, James Fraser, | Epinsurcu (Surgeon Square)—George
Mrs Fruser, David Forbes. Robert Dowie, John 1. Norrie, and Isabella
Furbies, Nathaniel Haddow, Mrs Keltie, Peurson,
Mary Lawrie, Colin Macdougal. Wm, (Calton Convening Rooms}—William
Napier, James Nepier, }}'un., Mrs Jas. Ellis.
Napier, Catherine apier, Jessie
Rossell, William Smith, Mrs Smith,
Henry  Sinclnir, Mrs Sinclair, Mrs
Stevenson, Andrew Wrighe, sen., und
Andrew Wright, jun.

HasicroN—James M<Xinlay.
Lewse—William Norrie.
MoTusrwrns—~Juohn Kay.
Parssiy—Adam Conncll, Juhn B. New-

Innds, Kennedy Picken, Janes Steven-
Govas—William Pearson, Wm, Clark,

son, Mra Stevensaon, and Thos. Stewart.

und Mrs Clark.

A deputation waited upon the brethren meeting in

Stockwell Street, Glasgow, and invited them to attend,
but none of them were present,
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SATURDAY.
EVENING.

The preliminary meeting was held at eight o'clock, to

make arrangements as to the order of the proceedings on
the following day.

The Confession of Faith of the Aberdesn Church.

The proceedings were commenced by the rea‘ding of the
following letter which had been reqeived from the church

in Aberdeen :(—
Aberdeen, 8th July 1863.

Dear BroTHER CHRISTIE—We see, by the Messenger, that the annual
meeting of brethren is to be held in Glasgow this year, and that all inti-
mations and suggestions concerning it are to be made to you. There are
none of us here who can find time and convenience to be present at the
meeting. We have no suggestions to make regarding the meeting, bat
as yon have intimated that the subject of first prineiples is to be brought
up, I have been desired to write, stating our views thereon ; and, in doing
so, we sball merely repeat what we sent to the annuazl meeting of July
1858, : .

The great foundation upon which Jesus of Nazareth said he would build
his church is, ‘That he is the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ This

grand truth, theo, must be believed and confessed by every one before he

or she can be baptised into the name of the Lord. . Therefore only such
baptised believers are regarded by us as Christians. We believe that the
Scripture definition of the. term ¢Christ,’ or ¢ Messiah,” embraces him as
the seed of Abrabhaw, ‘in whom all nations shsll be blessed, and who,
with Abraham, is to receive the land of Canaan for an everlasting pos-
session. It also eabraces the seed of . David, who is to sit for ever.on the
throne, and in the presence of David—(2 Sam. vii.; Is. ix. 6, 7, &e.)—

and who is to reign over the restored tribes. of Israel, as set forth by the’

prophets, and announced by the angel GQabriel to Mary—(Luke i. 33) ; and
also that his ‘dominion ’ shall extend over the whole eatrth, as set forth in
the book of Daniel—(chbaps. ii, viL}; and we belicve that God the
Father has made Jesus of Narareth both Lord and thus Clhrist—(Acts ii
36); and that the resurrected believers are the saints who are to be
associated with him in the administration of the affairs of the world to
come—(Dan, viL ; 2 Tim. ii. 12).

We understand Jesus of Nazareth to be ths Son of the living God—
First, by Leing the Son of God and Mary by conception and birth, s
reorded—(Lake i, 35)—and as such proclaimed by o voice from -licaven
nt his baptism, whon the Father gave him 1lis spirit without measure—
(Matt, 15 16, 17 ; John iii. 34)—and who wax thus ¢ Qod manifested in
the flesh’—(1 Tim. iii. 16)-—¢Emanue), *God with us’ Sccond, as tho
the Son of God, with poier according to the spirit of holiness by the
resnrrection from the dead—(Rom. i 4; Aects viii. 33), That iy to say,
God the Futher raised him from the dend by His spirit, and set him on

) 80
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Lo . His own right band, and gave him His own name, which is above every
S : name, that at the nawmo of Jesus every kneo shonld Low, of things in

J heaven, in earth, and under the eartly, to tho glory of God the Father; so

! that lie who honoureth and worshippeth the Son honourcth and wor-

! .

% !

shippeth the Father, inasmuoch as thc. Father's name is in the Sou; *for)

said he, * I und my Father are one.’

: We understand by the plrase, ‘living God,’ that everliving and
! uncreated Being whe is the origin of all things, the one Gad and Father
i of all—(Eph. iv. 6 ; 1 Cor. viii. 6)—and who is ‘the God and Father of
S R our Lord Jesus Chuist’—(Epl. 1. 3)-—and ealso he of whom Christians are

, heirs ; 28.in Rom. viil. 17: * We are beirs of God, and joint heirs with
o Christ.

R This, thep, is what we consider essential to be known, understood, and
I : . Lelieved by every one before the immersion of such a one can be valid for

the remission of sins through his name, and the heirship connected
| therewith.

Yours in the above faith and hope,

o W. Gun
An Explanation, :

D. Curistiz, after readmo this letter, explmned that the
reason why the brethren in Glasgow had caused a notico
i -} to be inserted in last month's ]l/Iesscngc-r, desiring that, as
! a preliminary step, it should be ascertained how far the
. _ brethren assembled at the aggregate meeting were agreed
§ upon first principles, was the divided state of some of the
P churches. In consequence of these divisions, it was im-
SR possible that, at such a meeting, all those present counld
5 unite together in Christian fellowship unless there was first

some re-assertion of first principles, and a mutual under-
standing come to respecting them.

This was what it was
1 proposed should be done previous to the breakmor of bread
b : on the following day.

Preliminary Arrangements.

o The brethren then entered into a consideration of the
P order in which the various points of the subject should be
taken up; and after a lengthy conversation it was finally
arranged that a declaration of faith should first be given
by all those present; next, that an understanding should
be come to respecting the course to Dbe pursued in
maint:xinino' the faith in its integrity, and whc&her it was

i
o I things might a.lso be beheved of such a character as to
S 4 T No. s 81 R
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nullify it.  Did time permit it was also agreed that some
attention should be gﬁven to the causes of dmsmn among

divisions existed. It was arrdnged that James Mackinlay,
of Hamilton, should preside during the time that these
matters were under consideration ; and, under the circum-

stances, it was not deemed expedient that the meeting

should be opened by united prayer ; but it was recom-
mended that every one should pray heartily, before coming
to the meeting, that the brethren might be guided by
divine wisdom in their deliberations:

-SUNDAY.

FORENOON, .

The brethren assembled at eleven o’clock in the
forenoon, Brother Jumes Mackinlay presiding.

BUSINESS MEETING.

This was essentially a business meeting; and for the
first (and only) time in the anunals of the annual aggregate
gathering, and in accordance with the resolution come to
on the previous evemng, devotional exercises were dis-
pensed with at its opening, T '

The CHAIRMAX commenced the proceedmgs by reading
the announcement respecting the meeting that had been
given in the Messenger, and also the letter from the church
in Aberdeen. N
TEE GLASGOW COREED.

The CuairMan next read the decluration of first prin-
ciples which had been adopted by the Glasgow Church,
expressing a hope that there would be no discussion upon
it.. This document, which had been printed, consisted of
four pages; but only the first three paragraphs in it,
which constituted the *confession’ proper, ‘were read at
present, the rest of the document being explanatory and

demonstrative.
82
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G. Dowir sald, that these two papers, cither separately

ar together, expressed what he coneeived to be the one
faith.  They expressed what was Iis own faith at the time

of his immersion, and what was still the faith he held.

D Cumisrie also expressed his coucurrence in the state-
ments contained i the two documents.

G. Dowig remarked that those then assembled had
hitherto been in the habit of weeting together as brethren
holding the one faith. Xvents, however, had occurred
which had caused suspicion to be engendered respecting
some because of their belief on certain 1mportant inatters,
and hence had arisen the necessity for pursuing the course
which it was now proposed to follow. ‘Whatever doubt
might exist on those matters on which it might be deemed
necessary that all should be agreed, he .thought every one
then present should set out with the determination that
his or her single purpose should be to endeavour to recog-
uise the truth of God, as taught by His prophets, by Hxs
Son from the heavens, and by His apostles, especially so
far as this truth concerned man, in bringing him good
news of salvation, by which he might rise above the diffi-
culties and the evils of the present life, and become an heir
of the immortal nature. Whatever differences might be.
found to exist in the course of the inquiry upon which
they were about to enter, he presumed that every one was
determined to serve God with his whole heart and miud,

aceording to the directions given in His Word. He
therefore strongly urged upon all—upon both those who
spuke and those who refrained from speaking—that this
should be a guiding principle with them—* By what T say
ot do, or by what I refrain from saying or doing, I must
seek to gain the glory of God and the good of those who
serve Him, and must be careful that I do not cause
unnecessary pain or strife amongst my brethren.” If this
consideration was borne in mind by every one, it would aid
materially in causing a satisfactory result to be attained.

J. Fraser suggested that the whole of the Glasgow

document should be read, and did so himself, as follows :—
83
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Confession of the Faith of the Brethren meeting in ﬂfcclmmcv fll.sfll"{!(ma
— =38 Bath St e('t, {ilesgoer, -

Tvery one who is admitfed to our f'ellowship must have
been baptised after having eonfessed his faith in the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God as preached by Jesus and his
apostles ; ]mvmrr also confessed Jesus of Nazareth to be
the Son of the living God.

Every one muast agree to maintain the faith of the
Gospel of the Kingdom of God, and the things concerning
the name of Jesus, as the oxvy fuith revea]ed for salmtwu
in this present age.

Tovery one must agree to.maintain that all lordship in
heaven and ou eurth beltmrrs to Jesus ; that he is the only
Mediator between God. zmd man—the great High Priest
whe, by his acceptable offering in the heavenly tdbcx nacle,
hath pmcuzu([ that salvation wh:ch sinners receive through
his name ; that baptism is the appuinted eans whereby
SINCYS 1'e<,uvc Lix name, in order to the remission of sius,
and the receiving of the gift of the Holy Spirit.

We are convinced that, in order to perfect unity among the professed
followers of the Lowd Jesus, there must be, in the first placc, a humble
submission to the will of the Lord, which will lead us all to be subject one
to another—(1 Pet. v.); aud, when we thus submit ourselves one to
another in the fear of Christ—(Eph. v.)—instead of division, we would be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. To
this end, we should all Iearn to speak the same thing—(1 Co. 1) Not only
should we speak the same thing, but the words which we speak shonld be
God’s words ; and not only should there be a restoration of the pure words
of God amongst His people, but.thore should also be a restoration of the
very ideas which Hiy words contained, in order to a perfect upuniinity.
The things contained in the foregoing decluration of fivst principles, are
words tanght by the apostles of the Lord Jesus. Still, it is possible that
they may e ased and perverted by giving them a meaniug different from

" that which wus nuderstood at the time they were spoken. For this reason

we think it peedful to give the sense in which we use the \sords in the
foregoing Confession of our Faith.

To benrm with the word ¢ Kingdom,' by which, according to Bible usage,
we nuderstand a reign ; and, by the wor ds, Kingdom of God,” wo under-
stand that reign or government which God is to esbabhsh on t!ns earth, as
witnessed by “the ptoplzets

The Lovd shall reign in Monat Zion, aud in Jernwlem, and before 1Hy ancients
sloviongdy. ~(Isatal xxiv, 253 And in the days of these kings shall the God of lieaven
ol up a kinglom, whick slall never be destroyed —(Dan. ii.) The Tonl God will
v righieonaness atul praise Lo spring forth helore all the nations—(Isaial Isi)

We use the word ¢ Messial,' or ¢ Christ,” ay did the Neribes, when they
nuswered Tlerod’s question about, where the Christ should be born.  They
sidd

© b Bethlehem of Jude : for thes it iv written by the prophet, And thow, Bethlehem,
tn the bind of duda, erd aot the least mnong the prinees of Juda: for oul ol thee shall

Ccome a Governor, that shall rule wey poople Ve el = (Mald. i)
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The Messinls or Christ is here xpoken of as Govornor of Israel ; und this
agrocs with the words of the wise men when they asked :
Where is ho that is born King ol the Jews -~(Malt. ii.)

1t also agrees with the confession of Nathaniel :
Ralibi, thou arl ihe Son of God 5 thou art the King of Israel—(Jobay 1.)

In confessing Jesus to be the Son of God, we use the word * Son’ in
its highest sense, and uccord to Jesus the dignity of being equal with
God—(Phil. L) In this title may be found a fulfilment of that part of the
promise to David where God says of David’s Son :

1 will establish his kingdow ; Ire shall Imild me a house for my nawme, and I will

cstallish the throne of his kingdom for ever; I will be his Father, and he shal! he my
Son. :

The words, ‘Son of the living God,’ when properly understood, may
lead us to contemplate Jesus as our Life Giver:

As the living Father hath sent wme, and ns I live by the Father, so he that eateth
me shall live by me—(Joliz vi.) For as the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He

given to the Son to have life in himself—(John v.) I am the resurrection and the life
~—{John xi.} As Thon hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal

life to as many as Thou hast given him—(John xvii.)

That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, is not a confession
of human invention, Jesus testificd to Peter when he made it, and added :

Upen this rock will I build my chureh—(Matt. xvi,);
and, therefore, every one added to the church should muke the same
ackuowled"ment

We use the word ¢ baptism * here as a burial in water :

And they both went down inte the water, both Philip and the cunuch; .md he
baptised him—{Acts viii.} Can any man forbid water, that theso should not be
baptised 7-—(Acts x.) Christ also loved the eburch, and gave himaself for it; that he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word—(Eph. v. )

To every one who believes the things here stated, we solicit your
fellowship. If you love the Lord Jesus Christ, you should cultivate that
love to his people which he hath commanded ; for he saith :

A new commandment I give unto you, that ye lovs vne .umthc; ax 1 have lovel you
—{Jalm xv.)

And this commandment have wo from him :
That e whu lovotht God, love his brother alsu—(1 Joln iv.)

Do not forget that the Lord’s prayer was for those who should bchua-
in hiwx through the word of the apostles: -

That they all may be one ; as Thou, Father, art in e, and [ in Thee; th.tt thc)
all 1ay e one in us ; that tho world mey believe that ‘Thou hast sent me—(John xvii.)

Let his prayer be our prayer, and let us endeavour to maintain the unity
of the spirit in the bond of peace:

Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in onu body
~(Col, iii.) For we, being many, are one body in Christ ; and every one members, vue

of another.

Brethren, do not neglect the new cowmandment, or excuse yourself,
ulleging that we are unworthv of your affection. You have been as
unworthy of God’s love as we can be of yours:

Grudge not one against auocther, brethren, lest ye be condemned : Lehold, the Judye
standeth at the door—(Jaes v.)

Blessed are those servants whom the Lord, at his cowing, shall find
watching for and serving him—({Matt. xxiv.) The night is far spent, tho
day is ut band : let us vherefore cast off the works of dnrkuess, and put on
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1863

the armour of light—(Rem. xiii.) Wherefove, brethren, be diligent, that
ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, nud blameless ; abiding in
Clirist, that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not Le
shamed away from him at his coming. ’

Odticism of the Glasgow Confession of Faith.

H. Mackintosu said he thought the third clause should
read, ‘ Kvery one must agree to maintain that Christ died
for our sins according to the Seriptures, that he was
buried, and rose again” With that alteration, he was
quite willing to tuke the Glasgow document as a complete
suminary of his faith. As it at present stood, it merely
stated that Christ had procured salvation, but did not
express that this was obtained by his death.

W. Euus said he had felt considerably disappointed at
the intimation which. had been made by the Chairman at
the opening of the meeting, that there was to be no
discussion. Not that he desired discussion; but he had
understood that, on the previous evening, it had been
arranged that they should meet to discuss, in the first
place—not what was the individual faith of those present
—but what was the faith revealed in the Seriptuves;
iustead of which, it now appeared that it had been decided
to begin at the other end. If he were asked whether he
agreed to the statement drawn out by the Glasgow
brethren, he should say that he did not, as he considered

it was entirely imperfect. It lacked the very element that

had caused the gospel to be announced. It was the iutro-
duction of sin and death into the world that had caused
every promise and arrangement of Gud to be made, and
the document in question ignored this. The Aberdeen
docuruent implied this, but the Glasgow one did not. The
Glasgow paper said, ‘ The words, *“ Son of the living God,”
when properly understood, may lead us to contemplate
Josus as our life-giver ;” but, on the other hand, they
might not lead to such a contemplation. He looked upon
this as a radical point. For his own part, "-.whcn he
was baptised, he believed that he was a ortal being, w

descendant of Adam, and inheriting death from hiw, 1l
‘ : s6
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believed in the announcements of the prophets, and of
Jesus himself, that ho was the life-giver. Jesus came for
that purpose, aud the life that he brought to light was to
be obtained through believing that he was the Messiah,
the anointed Son of God. He believed these things, and
in consequence had been immersed into the name of Jesus
Christ, that he might attain to that life at the resurrec-
tion, when the Lord should return. He did not see this,
or anything like this, stated in the Glasgow document.
He merely mentioned this as one obJectlon to be found
with the confession.

It having been suggested that he should state all the
objections he had to the document, '

W. Eruss said that he had not had sufficient time to
examine carefully all the statements in the document, but
from the examination he had given it, he was perfectly
satisfied that it was defective on a most important point.
He would not recognise as a brother, any one who did not
know that he was a mortdl bemcr and acknowledged the
Scmpture to that effect—that he obt,amed life only throuOh
Jesus Cl Christ, God’s appointed medium.

G. Dowis said he had already spoken for himself; but
as some hesitated, and would not speak, he might say that
the amendments to, or rather the developments of, the
statemments contained in the two documents, he did not
deem contradictory. Further, that he had been cognisant
of the baptism of William Norrie, his brother John, sisters
Isabella Pearson and Maria Henry, upon a substantially
similar confession to that eontained in the two documents.

George Dowie's Belief Oalled in Question,

W. Erus said he had been given to understand that
George Dowie, a_few years prcnous]y, in Nottingham, had

disussed with Robert Roberts on quite the opposite side

of thetife question from that he had just been advocating.

Whilst Robert Roberts argued that man was n.xtum]ly
mmortal being, Geor«re Dowie had contended that he was

not.‘_
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G. Dowie explained that this must be a mistake. It

was true that, when in. Nottingham, be had aH'IEﬁ'gthy.

conversation with some of the brethren there, and parti-
cularly with Robert Roberts, upon the subject of eternal
life ; but he certainly had not advocated_the doctrine of
natural immortality, or even expressed any doubt upon the
subject ; because, ever since the year 1852, there had been
no doubt in his mind about the matter. This was what

he had told Robert Roberts at the time he first heard of '

this, a few weeks previously : and it must have been owing
to some hallucination, or some unaccountable misunder-
standing, that such a statement had come to be made and
circulated.

W. Ervis said he would like to have more evidence in
support of George Dowie's explanation.

A. Forprce suggested that perhaps it might be difficult
to produce evidence just at that moment.

W. Erus said he did not expect to get such evidence
at that meeting ; but the circumstance he had mentioned,
taken along with other things, had produced an impression
upon his mind which was not erased. As another objec-
tion, he mentioned the fact that, some time previously,
George Dowie had written an article upon ‘ The Phreno-
logical Bearings of the Christian Faith,” in which he
wound up with the expression,

Thig doine of thought, this palace of the soul.

- He would allow George Dowie to put his own construction

upon this expression, but he would ask what the soul was
if the head were its palace? -

A. Forvyce—I doubt you Edinburgh folk are far too
learned for us here—(laughter).

. Dowie explained that the words in question were &
quotation from an English poet. He confessed that he
sometimes made quotations from poets without distinetly
kiowing what they meant.

W. Euis—What do you mean by it?

G. Dowie—Is it neccessary that I should explain?

D. Cunsrie—1 think not.
93
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ANNUAL AGURECGATE MERTINUS—1863

Misunderstandings and Explanations.

W. Pranson—I think this explanation would come pro-
petly in the latter part of the day. So far as I understand
the arrangements made last night, I think the Chairman
is labouring under a mistake in our manner of proceeding
this day. 1t appeared to me that 1t was decided we should
first ascertain whether we are all of the one faith, and
immediately after that we should consider what those
things *are which nullify the faith. According to the
explanations of the Chairman, however, that particular
portion of our business comes after the breaking of bread.
If this is to be the case, it is of no use for many of us
Leing here, for we cannot decide as to the fellowship of
some until after this question has been disposed of.  With
‘Brother Ellis, I have to say that this confession of faith
(the Glasgow document) is more imperfect than any that
has as yet, so far as I am aware, emanated from believers
in the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. It is more
indefinite than any I have as yet seen; and consequently,
were I asked if I was willing to break bread upon this, I
~ would emphatically say, ‘ No !’ for' I should wish to know
better what is meant by certain phrases which it contains.
There are condensations in it which I must have detailed
before I can say ‘ Ay’ to them. For instance, we are told
that we must be_lieve ‘the things concerning the name of
Jesus as the only faith revealed for salvation.” Tt seems
rational to me, after the reading of the Bible, to inquire,
‘ Salvation fror what?—and to what? Salvation !—why
do we need salvation, pray ? What is upon us that we
wish lifted from us? and what are we saved to?’ That
from which we are to be saved is never mooted in this
confession. Jesus Christ is said to be the only Mediator
between God and man,.and a mediator implies that there
has been a disagreement between the parties; but I find
no allusion to this in the confession. The document says,
‘The words, “Sou of the living God,” when properly
understood, may lead us to contemplate Jesus as our life-
giver, Here is a quotation from Scripture, but this is no
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proof to me that those from whom this confession has
emanated believe that Jesus is the life-giver in the Bible
sense. 1 have seen the necessity, when people quote
Scripture, of demanding an explanation of what they
mean. It is a well known fact, that the causes which
have produced this confession of faith from the meeting
assembling in this place are not to be found in the use of
the water in baptism, but in the effects of the use of it. .
The nature of baptism never has been the subject of dis-
pute with us. This confession does not explain what the
brethren meeting here mean by baptism.  An explanation
has Leen given, but T will get all Glasgow to admit
the same thing by quoting Scripture without giving an
expression of opinion upon it. All the parties acknow-
ledging this confession demand immersion in water, but
they deny that it has the effect of bringing us into con-
nection with the name of Jesus, which I do. This is one
reason why I say it is a very imperfect confession of faith
with regard to baptism. Many other objections could be
urged against it ; and although it should be found to be
all right, there is still the other matter to be considered—
even if the one faith is held by an individual, may he not
believe other things which go to nullify it? When that
question comes up, I will be able to prove that many who
could make a far better confession than what we have
liere, hold things that nullify every confession that could
be made.

J. CaneneLy, as a member of the Buth Street meeting,
said he was not aware that a confession of faith was to be
produced tbat day, for subscription by thuse assembled.
He did not know whether it was intended merely for the
strangers or for every one. If the latter, he felt quite in
a dilemma, and did not know what he could say about it,
as there were certain things in it with which he did not
ngree.  The document purported to be the counfession of
the faith of the brethren meeting in the Mechanies’ Tnsti-
tution, Glasgow, but that must surely be n mistake, for he

was a member of that meeting, and had not previously
S0
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS--1863

hoard anything about the confession in question. At a
former period of their history, a stmilar document had

boen produced, but he understood that it had been burnt, ‘
and that it was never to be brought up again. He had

many objections to make against the present document,

but it would be better not to state them then.

- A. F¥orpyce explained that Brother Campbell had been

unwell for some time, and was not at the meeting when it

vas decided to adopt a confession of faith.

W. Narier said he believed all that was contained in
the document, and a great deal more; but as he had
objections to breaking bread with those assembled, and at
the same time did not wish to give uny annoyance, he

would content himself with withdrawing, without assign-

ing his reasons for so doing. He had ou former occastons

sald that there was no opportunity for growing in kuow-
ledge in that meeting. '

Assents to the Confession of Faith.

A. Foroyce then stated his faith at the time of his
immersion ; and having expressed his willingness to
answer any questions that might be put to him, several
were proposed by William Pearsoun, to all of which he
gave answers. '

W. Prarson urged, as an objection, that Allan Fordyce,
at the time of his immersion, believed that he was pos-
sessed of inherent immortality,

A. Forpyce—I can only answer Brother Pearson in the
language T used to the Campbellites—namely, that at the
time of my hmmersion I believed I no more had naturally
immortality than a dog or a cat has. -

‘The whole of the assembled company theu, in succession,
gave a statement of their faith, and it was found that they
were unanimous in adopting the aforesaid documents, with
such explanations and amplifications as had been given, as
expressive of their faith, and as a right basis for fellow-
ship. Some reservation, however, was expressed by a few

ag to the act of fellowship, till the standing of all was
)]
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1863

tested, in relation to holding views whicli might nullify

that faith : and also till it wus satisfactorily shown there

were no other disqualifying circumstances in any case.
The meeting then adjourned for a short interval

;’

1.

|
i
M
il

AFTERNOON.

On re-assembling, the company partook of a repast,
after which the conference was resumed.

The Edinburgh Differences.

W. Erus then rose and said—I presume it is well
known to all here, that I, along with several other
brethren and sisters in Edinburgh, left the fellowship of
the meeting we formerly recognised as holding the faith in
Edinburgh, and that we assigned certain reasons, some of
which were given in brief, for so doing, but did not deem
1t necessary at that time to specify all the reasons for our
leaving ; and a great deal of advantage has been taken
of this fact. We did not deem it necessary to specify the
whole of our reasons to those to whom the published
letters were written, as these reasons had repeatedly been
brought before the meeting, and had frequently been
discussed there. In consequence, however, of a positive
demand made by those meeting in Surgeon Square, a . .
letter was written by the brethren then meeting in Union
Street, and now meeting in the Calton Convening Rooms,
specifying certain things, and stating certain objections,
because of which we could not hold fellowship with them
as a meeting. In the letter that had previously been .
received from the meeting in Surgeon Square, the reasons
were demanded, and here they are (Letter No. 7) :— We
had special reference to the literal mode of interpreting
the prophetic Seriptures, taught by Brethren Dowie and
Laing '—others T might mention, but these are the prin-
cipal—‘and exemplified in their teachings from 1 Thess.

v. 1, Rev. xi, 3 and context, Rev. xvii. and xviii, &e’
1 Thess. v. 1 says: ‘But of the times and the sensons,

- brethren, ye havo no need that I write unto you.” An
: 92
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exposition of this by Willimin Laing was to the eftect thut
there are no times and seasons, aud therefore there was
no use in Paul writing about them. That wus tho
meaning Paul intended to convey to the Thessalonians.

G. DowmwAs Willlam Laing is not here, perhaps you
will confine yonrself to the other person.

W. BEivLis—It does not matter though Willium Lmnc Is
absent ; if there is'any one in the whole brotherhood who
holds these sentiments, my remarks apply to him as well
as to Willian Laing.

G. Dowiz—Dees Wiiliam Ellis ask us if we endorse
these sentiments of William Laing, then ? For my part,
I distinetly repudiate the statement. I assert that there
are_times and seasons.

W. Erus—I mention this passage because we had
special addresses upon it, and it is to the special under-
standing of it that I allude. Rev. xi. 8: I will give
pewer unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a
thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in
sackcloth.” George Dowie intimated in his exposition,
that these were two human men. The next passage is
the 17th and 18th chapters of Revelations. Tn these two
chapters, the apostacy is symbolised by a city called
Babylon the Great. These brethren teach that the vil-
lage of Hillah, somewhere near the Euphrates, shall yet
merit the title; or, in other words, that Babylon 1s yet
to be built upon the banks of the Euphrates—is yet to

become a mother of harlots, yet to slay the apostles;and -

yet to fulfill all that is written in these two chapters
concerning it ; whereas the angel of the Lord taught John
that the city was then reigning over the kings of the
earth—in John’s days. Another reason is, the whole

~ teaching of these brethren concerning the manifestation

of the man of sin of 2 Thess. ii. They hold this to be a
human man who has yet to appear upon the earth. If I
in any way misrepresent, I shall be corrected. I think all
the Scriptures used by these brethren for the purpose of

defending this exposition—that he is yet to be manifested
93
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three and a half years in the land of Palestine, in which
Le is to build the Temple, to establish the daily sacrifice,
to set up the worship of the true God, and therefore to
become the one who shall merit the title of Antichrist
itself, as it is implied in this passage—are wrested out of
the meaning intended by the Spirit of God. This was
in existence last year, is still in existence, and other things
have been added since. Last year, at the annual meeting
held in Edinburgh, it was stated by some who were pre-
sent—I think by John Duncan of Dundee, and David
Lawson of Newburgh, and I am not sure whether by
Allan Fordyce or not—that, in order to believe the Gospel
of the Kingdom, it must be believed that the Kingdom .
of Heaven was at hand 1800 years ago. I mean to say
that auy man or woman who holds that the kingdom was
at hand then, in the sense proclaimed by the prophets—
as an after-resurrection manifestation—subverts the pur-

pose of God. It never was intended to be at hand at

that time in the sense explained by these brethren, for
God’s works were known, and that from the beginning ;
aud all that He intended to do has been done. The resur-
rection did not then take place, and the kingdom could
not be established until this was effected, and this one fact
shows positively that it was not at hand. Another proof
is that the Gentiles were not brought in, which must be
effected before the kingdom in its glorious manifestation
could be at hand. Therefore I maintain that any one
who maintains that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand,
as expounded by these brethren, is a subverter of the
trath. The man who has learned the ‘at hand’ element
in the gospel since he was immersed—George Dowie is
one, I do not know of any others—has apostatised from
what he was immersed into, and cousequently believes
another  gospel from what he believed then. Georgs
Dowie has circulated that, and lectured upon it, and 1
think his views are in accordance with those propagated
by Allan Fordyee in the Afessenger. 1 thercfore say that
I cannot hold fellowship with any brother, or any churceh,

e
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which lolds these notions.  There is also stated in the
confession of to-day, what is very ambiguous to me—
namely, that persons who believe and are baptised receive
the Holy Spirit.  This, of course, is for those who believe
it to explain: I do not know that any one now reccives
the Holy Spirit in the sense in which the Scriptures state
it.

A. Fororce—Is that an objection ?

W. Ervuis—It is not an objection to the same extent as
.the others T have stated, which I hold as standing
~ objections,

A. Forprce—Before going any further, I would ask
Williaww Ellis what was the gospel that Jesus and his
apostles preached ; for he, along with us, subscribed to the
statement that every one must Le baptised, * after having
confessed his faith in the Gospel of the Kingdom of God,
as preached by Jesus and his apostles.” The preaching of
Jesus and his apostles is to be found, I presume, in the

writings of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—do you
believe that 2’

W. Erris—I do.

- A. Forpvce—I want a clear understanding that this
teaching was concerning the Kingdom of God; and if this
is admitted, and if it was preached as being at hand, I
want to know from William Ellis what was the thing
predicated concerning the Kingdom of God. .
W. Erus—T agree with the statement in this coufession
(alluding to the Glasgow document), which is a statement
of what every one who comes here must believe. I pre-
sume that every one who made this confession did it intel-
ligibly, because a counfession of faith in an unintelligible
sentence is no faith. Those who believed Jesus were those
who understood ; and the same is to Le saild of those who
believed the apostles. The matter that was presented to
them was, ‘ The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,’ or near.
What I understand by this is, that throughout the pro-
phets, God bad invariably shown that the resurrection

must necessarily come before the kingdom. If Jesus
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Christ preached that the kingdom was at hand, he did not
mean his disciples to understand that it was to come before
the resurrection, and consequently 1t would not be at hand
in that sense. He preached that the kingdom was at
hand in the sense of developing heirs, and be gave them
a sample, on a small scale, of what his kingdom should
be, His disciples fell iuto the mistake that his kingdom
would immediately appear; and, to correct this mistake,
Jesus told them that the Son of man should go into a far
country, to receive the kingdom, and to return. The
kingdom was present in the manifestation of the power of
God ; and this same power, which is the inheritance of
the saints, will become theirs when they inherit the
kingdom. ’

A. Forpyce—What, then, is to be understood by the
words, ‘This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached
in all nations for a witness, and then shall the end come ?’
Do you still hold that the Kingdom of God at hand, as
preached by Jesus and the apostles, was the power of God,
mwanifested in the working of miracles? And is that
power of God the Gospel of the Kingdom, which was
afterward to be preached in all nations for a witness ?

W. Erus—I think so. Jesus and his apostles were
witnesses, and they preached this to the world, as Paul
testifies, so that their sound had gone into all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world. They preached
for a witness, and another witness has not appeared since
that end came.

A. Forpvce—Then you absolutely deny that the king-
dom was preached as at hand ? i

W. Erus—In its present power and manifestation, I
absolately deny that it was so preached.

G. Dowig—Williuin Ellis has said that Brethren Dowic
and Laing have exemplified the *literal mode of interpret-
ing the prophetic Scriptures, by certain teuclhings from
1 Thes. v. 1: * But of the times and seasons, brethren, yo
have no noed that T write unto you.”' Aund it is sflirmad

that \Vi)li‘am Laing, in his public teaching in Edinburgl,
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said thero were no times and seasons. I must have been
absent from the meeting on the day on which this was
spoken. I was present one day, however, when he spoke
on this passage, and he read another verse, which afforded
an explanation of it : * But of the times and the seasons,
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you, for
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night” I think that was the
substance of what he said, so far as I heard that day. But
I am not hear to answer for what William Laing teaches,
as if it affected our fellowship to-day. I think either
William Ellis must have quite misunderstood him, or else
he refers to an utterance upon a day when I was not
present.®* I have no objection to answer for what I have
spoken myself, either to hold by it or to set it .aside. It
has been urged that, in the church in Edinburgh, I taught
that the two witnesses spoken of in Rev. xi. are two
‘human men,’ as they have been called, which is perhaps
a solecism ; but that they are two men called ‘prophets’
1s what I have always believed, and will continue to
believe, until I receive some distinet intimation, more than
I have at present, that they are to be understood in a
different way. I hold—and seven years ago taught in the
church—that the two witnesses spoken of in Rev. x1, are
two prophets, because they are so called—(ver. 10)—and
the term ¢ prophet,’ so far as I am aware, is always applied
to men or persons. 1 do not remember having used any

* Anxious for correctness in all things, we have applied to Wrother Laing, who
furnishes the followiug nota :—* The purport of my remarks on I Thess, v. 1, 2, was to
the effect, that in ver. 2 Paul gives thé reason why he had no meuvd to write to these
disciples regarding * the times and seasons.” That the reason he assigns is not that
he hiad alveady fully instructed them in regard to *‘the times and the secsons,” but
that they knew *° perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.”
That knowledge, on their part, rendered it unnecessary for him to write to them abont
‘“the times and the seasons ;” but the knowledge he refers to relates not to * the
times and seasons,” but to ‘' THE DAY oF TH¥K LonD,” that it ““so cometh as a thief in
the night.” That knowledge would naturally keep them constantly on the watch, so
that, while the day of the Lord would come as a thief in the night, it would *' not
overtake them " nnawares, but find them, like fnithfnl servants waiting for their Lond.
Seeing they ¢ knew perfectly tlat the day of the Lord so cowmeth,” and would, there-
fore, be constantly waiting its approach, ke had no need to write to them about ** times
and seasons,” Those who wish to know my Delief fully, regarding the proper position
of the church in regard to the Lord's appearing, will find it recorded in the tract,
““The Return of the Lord Jesus and the Hope of the Early Church,” or Gospel Wilucss,
pp. 17682 —~WiLL1AM LAING.~~Foot-nole in * The Messenger ' Regort of July decting,
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEBTINGS~—1863

phrase expressive of their human (in contrast to divine)
character ; but I may_have done_so, and may even have
gone a little further and suggested who these men might
be ; but as this has not been referred to, I will not allude
toit. What William Ellis hes asserted respecting what I
have said in the church in Edinburgh is quite correct, but
I cannot see that it subverts the faith. Again, I think it
must be my. teaching respecting Babylon that he refers
to, for I do not remember William Laing speaking about
it. Here is what I wrote about it in the April number
of the Messenger last year, in a short article entitled * A
Contribution to the Geography of the Apocalypse :’ —
Basyrow, or BasyLon TE GrEar. (Chaps. xiv. 8 ; xvi.
19; xvii.; xviit.)—In the days of the vision of John,
Babylon was a city of such importance that it harboured
great numbers of Jews, and was the seat of a Christian
Church—(1 Pet. v. 13). Between four and five centuries
afterwards, we learn that from the Jews there .proceeded

the most voluminous of all their immense rabbinical books,
the Babylonian Talmud. This was promulgated a.p. 500.

Since those days Babylon has had a varying fortune, like

mest Hastern cities ; it has suffered a wasting away, but
now seems to be experiencing a revival. Amid the ruins
of the ancient walls and fortresses of the Babylon of old,

is the town or village -of Hillah, which in 1833 had a

population of about 12,0007 having nearly doubled its
numbers in the grevious twenty years. This growth in
such a place, and without any appreciable commerce to
stimulate it, is wonderful. Is it not significant also? We
have no history of a downfall of Babylon since the days
of John ; should we not look for it to attain such pros-
perity as to warrant the designation * Great,’ before the
days of its terrible doom? Once, indeed, it bore that
title; so that the apocalyptic designation is not new-——
(Dan. iv. 30).

Let it not be supposed that this is a mere gratuiteus
speculation.  Reference to the olden prophets makes it
apparent that Babylon is both to have an existence and a
great downfall at the time of the restoration and exaltation
of Israel. Tts existence is apparent from such passages
as Mieah iv. 10; Is. xiv. 1-4; Jer. L 4. The paralellism
between Jeremial'’s and Johw's prophecies is so complete
08
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that there is no avoiding the conclusion that they both
refer to the same time and same events. Read together
and compare Jer. 1, Ii., and Rev. xvii. and xviii.

This I wrote deliberately, and I thought over the subject
years before it was written. It will be observed that, iu
what is here written, I have gone upon this principle—a
principle upon which I am strongly inelined to act to the
end of my days—that, in order to understand the Scrip-
tures, the only proper clue we can have to the correct
comprehension of what is spoken, is to have a clear
understanding of the subject of which it is spoken. The
subject in the passage I have referred to, I take to be
Babylon, because it is so called ; and whatever difficulty
we may have in understanding it in that way, a greater
difficulty appears to e to be caused by losing hold of the
name. It is to Dr Thomas I am indebted for this prin-
ciple, which has been a kind of guiding star to me in the
reading of the Scriptures. ‘ When,” said he to me, ‘you
read in the Scriptures concerning Zion, and Jerusalem,
and Israel, you must understand Zion, and Jerusalem, and
Israel to be meant, and refer to these places or people,
and not speculate upon them as referring to anything else.’
I apply the same principle to the Apocalypse that I apply
to Isaiah ;: and when I read about Babylon, I understand
that it is Babylon that is meant. I am not aware that,
in my public teaching in the church, I have said that
Hillah shall yet merit the title of Babylon, and T do not
say so in what I have written here, for Hillah is Hillah,
and Babylon is Babylon, As to the teaching concerning
the Man of Sin, I never spoke of that in the Edinburgh
Church so that it does not concern me. A

A. Fororce—Respecting what William Illis has laid
to my charge, I bave not changed since my baptism,
and :

W. Eius—1 did not say that you bad.

A. Forpyce—I am - just going to plead guilty to the
charge you have brought against me, and I feel it a

privilege to do so. I will just remind the brethren lere,
99 :
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ANNUAL AGEGREGATE MEETINGS~1863

that, before I came from Dundee to Glasgow, I seat them
a copy of a pamphlet I~ had written, entitled Elements of
the Prophetic Word, by a Working Man. That work was
in the hands of most of the brethren in Giasgow, and also
of most of those in Edinburgh at the same time. I
received from the whole of the brethren in Glasgow their
congratulations upon that pamphlet, in which the King-

dom of Heaven is set forth as strongly as in anything I
have since written. : T

Peraonal Objections.

W. Eirs (addressing George Dowie)—I accept your
explanation as an honest one, but in my estimation it
quite unfits you for my fellowship. I have wo faith in
any one who holds the literal system of interpretation, of
which George Dowie has just given a specimen.

A. Forpyce—You have no faith in him as an expositor
—is that what you mean?

W. Eruis—1I have no faith in his brotherhood. I have
been satisfied about it long ago, and it is now patent to all
who are here,

The Cuairman—Are we to understand that William
Ellis cannot hold fellowship with any who hold these
views ? ‘

W. Erris—Certainly. -

The Cuarman—As the time agreed upon for consider-
ation of this subject is nearly expired, if any one has any-
thing else to bring before this meeting which will disqualify
any one for fellowship, let him do so at once.

W. Erus—What I have already mentioned are only
specimens of the system of interpretation to which I
object. Here is another. George Dowie holds—(he will
correct me if T am wrong)—that the whole of the Book
of Revelation has to be fulfilled after the day of the

Lovd’s appearing, and that the seven churches have had
no existence yet. Is that a fact?

G.- Dowir—No.

W. Erus—Woell, I have heard this advanced by some

who hold theingselves to be brethren.
100
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A Question of Time,

W. Norrie—Will William Ellis tell us when he first
came to consider the figurative interpretation of prophecy
an essential condition to fellowship? The literal system
of interpretation, charged against George Dowie, has been
adopted by some of the brethren in the Edmburgh meeting
for many years, and I never, until to-day, understood that
it was regarded by any as subversive of the faith.

W. FrLus made a lengthy statement in reply to this
question, the exact purport of which could not be
gathered. It was understood to be an enumeration of the
evils resulting from the system of interpreting prophecy
which the speaker had been deprecating, and the necessity
of preserving the faith from teaching which tended to
undermine it. .

J. Fraser inquired if Brother Norrie was satisfied with
the answer which William Ellis had given him.

W. Norrie said he was not, and he again put the
question to William Ellis, remarking that, as the teaching
alleged to be subversive of the faith had existed in the
Edinburgh meeting for a great number of years—(of which
Brother Ellis must be well aware}—he (W. Norrie)
wished to know why or when Brother Ellis had ﬁrst come
to regard it in such a light.

W, Euwuis again replied to the question at some length.
The answer was to the effect, that he was perfectly well
aware that the literal system of interpreting prophecy
had been practised in the Edinburgh meeting for many
years, but it was not until recently that Lo had come to
see its pernicious tendency.

Moi'e Peraonal Objections.

W. Prarson then rose and said that he objected “to tha
fellowship of Allan Fordyce, because that individual
considered a belief in man’s naturally mortal condition,
previous to baptism, was of no importance. When he

(Pearson) was about to be baptised, and a confession of
101
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his faith was asked, he commenced with the immortality
question, which heé looked upon ds the A B C of the
gospel ; but he was stopped by Allan Fordyce, who told
him that matter was of no consequence, and asked what
he understood by the Kingdom of God. Pearson gave
the man credit for not meaning what he said, but supposed
he should be asked about the Immortality question after
stating his faith concerning the Kingdom of God. But
neither Allan Fordyce nor- David Christie, who was with
bimn, asked what were his ideas regarding the natural
state of man. This fact was sufficient to convince him
that Allan Fordyce’s mind was not in reality in harmony
with the Bible meaning of life in Christ. It might.be
urged, however, that he had condoned the offence, as he
had been in fellowship with Allan Fordyce since; but he
had another fact to mention, which confirmed him in his
conviction respecting Allan Fordyce’s views on this sub-
ject.  Some time ago a Protestant lecturer against Popery
had delivered a public lecture in Glasgow, in which the
question of the immortality of the soul was copsidered
Fordyce was present on the occasion, and at the close he
stood up and made a few remarks on the lecture, in which
he uttered these words: *We are not a body composed

‘of individuals who all believe one thing regarding this

question ; some of us believe one thing, and some another.’
On this he had challenged Fordyce, in name of the meet-
ing then assembling in Howard Street, for putting them
in a wrong light with the public. The excuse was, that
the statement was perfectly true, and when proof was
demanded, Fordyce said that there was a brother—he was
not quite sure whether he called him a ‘brother,’ or a
‘person,” or an ‘individual —~who had already got into
the fellowsbip of the brethren in Edinburgh or Aberdeen
—he forgot which—who did not understand the lifo
question. This individual had been baptised and reccived
into fellowship, and yet held the doctrine of the immor-
tulity of the soul. Here was another proof of Allan
Fordyce’s want of understanding; and it showed that
102
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those who insisted npon the necessity of understanding
this doctrine did not understand it themselves. After
some further remarks in a similar strain, Brother Pearson
said he objected to the fellowship of Mis Bright, one of
those present, for the followlng reason :—One Sunday
afternoon last summer, he had been standing speaking to
her on Glasgow Green, when George Mills, a man well
known to many in that room, passed them, upon which
she remarked, ¢ There is a real Christian. 1In answer to
inquiries by him, she said she considered him a Christian
because of his excellent lifé and conduct, and not because

~ he had confessed his faith in the Gospel of the. Kingdom

of God, and been baptised upon that confession. [Here
Mrs Bright attempted to make a statement in explan-
ation, but she was informed thbat she need not trouble
herself to do so.]. W. Pearson continued, that, although
Mrs Bright might say that she believed all the things
contained in that document, and fifty more, he could not
have fellowship with her. To say that a man was a
Christian, without first knowing that he was a Baptised
Believer of the things of the Kingdom of God, was
deliberately to deny her own confession of faith. This
was an instance in which a person might hold the faith,
and yet believe other things which nullified it. W.
Pearson next objected to the fellowship of William Smith,
for the following renson:—He had been present at the
conversation between Mrs Bright and himself, to which
he had just alluded, and in reference to what he (Pearson)
had said, observed that he had not known until that
afternoon’ that such ideas were held by the meeting in
Bath Street, and he promised to see to the matter, and
to cause either these views or Mrs Bright to be expelled
from the meeting. He had not done so; and this, Pearson
held, amounted to a denial of the faith on Smith’s part.
If these reasons were not considered sufficient to disqualify
any one from fellowship, all he could say was that he
thought it would be hopeless to attempt to prove that
anything would disqualify from fellowship.
103
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Replies to Ohjectors.

A. Forbyce, in answer to the accusations brought
against hiin by W. Pearson, repeated his conviction on the
life question which he had expressed in a former part of
the day, and, in explanation of the apparently unimportaut
position which he had assigned to the subject among the
things concerning the Kingdom of God, urged that the.
doctrine of the non-immortality of the soul was never
placed by the Lord Jesus, or by his apostles, on an
equality with the Messiahship of Christ. '

W. Swiri, in reply to what had been said respecting
his denial of the faith, admitted that the conversation had
taken place, as stated, but denied that he had said he
should see either these views or Mrs Bright expelled from
the meeting. v

Some conversatict took place on this matter between
the two individuals concerned, but it was of a purely
personal character.

"fhe Messenger of the Churches’ Repudiated.

G. Cree then said that he also must decline to take
part in the breaking of bread with those assembledas The
reason why he thus declined was begause of certain articles
which hdd been published in the Medsenger of the Churcles.
Amongst other statements in ‘this magazine to which he
objected was one to the effect, that the whole of the
Apocalypse had yet to be fulfilled from the 4th chapter..

G. Dowig stated that the Messenger was not to be
taken as the expositor of the faith of the several churches
collectively, but of the belief of the writers individually.
He did not hold himself responsible for anything that
appeated in it unless his signature was appended to it, ov
it was given as a quotation from his writings, or from
suicthing he had said. -

W. Buus said that, as the dessenger had becn wmen-
tioned, he destred thiat his name, and the names of those
brethren and sisters assveinted with him in Idinurgh,
104
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Replies to Objectors. i

A. Forbyer, in answer to the accusations brought
against him by W. Pearson, repeated liis esnviction on the
life question which he had expressed in a former part of
the day, and, in explanation of the apparently unimportant
position which he had assigned to the subject among the
things concerning the Kingdom of God, urged that the
doetrine of. the non-immortality of the soul was never
placed by the Lord Jesus, or by his apostles, on an
equality with the Messiahship of Christ.

. W. Swith, in reply to what had been said respecting
his denial of the faith, admitted that the conversation had
taken place, as stated, but denied that he ‘had said he

e e s e e N

R

should see either these views or Mrs Bright expelled from g
' the meeting. 1
Some conversaticn took place on this matter between H
the two individuals concerned, but it was of a purely | %
personal character. ' ;
‘The Messenger of the Churches’ Repudiated. % f. :

G. Cree then said that he also must decline to take g 1
part in the breaking of bread with those asseibled. The 138 i gi
reason why he thus declined was because of certain articles . E i f
which had been published in the Messenger of the Churches. %1 I g;
Amongst other statements in this magazine to which he il } 1
objected was one to the effect, that the whole of the ‘ i H

Apocalypse had yet to be fulfilled from the 4th chapter.”
G. Dowis stated that the Messenger was not to be

taken as the expositor of the faith of the several churches

collectively, but of the belief of the writers individually.
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might be withdrawn from it, as they could not be identified j T
with the teaching Which it cofitained. ] &

G. Dowie—You mean that you do not intend to 1
continue as subscribers to it ? i

W. ErrLis—No; we desire it to be understood that we g
are not connected with it in any way, as we cannot it
acknowledge its teaching. i
¥
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Another Decided Objection. . - { ;
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G. Creg having still urged his objections to the fellow-
ship of the brethren assembled, after repeated questions
had been put to him, he was understood to say that it was
with sorrow he could not recognise as brethren those whao
followed the literal plan of understanding the prolphccics.

The Cuamman expressed great regret at hearing such
a statement made by any one, and deplored the divided
condition of the brotherhood which it was calculated to
produce.

It being now half-past five o'clock, there was another

: short interval here. :
e EVENING.

The conference was resumed at six o’clock.

The Breaking of Bread.

~ The first matter to engage attention was the breaking
of bread. William Ellis, William Pearson, William and
Mrs Clark, William Napier, and Gavin Cree were not
present while this was being done. After the nemorial
ordinance had been observed, brief exhortations were given
by David Christie, George Dowie, James Mackinlay, and
Allan Fordyce. '

A Condemnation of the Schismatica.

TR T

i ey S

, A. Fouwnyee, in the course of his address, strongly
condemned the step which had been resolved upon by
those brethren who had declined to break bread. It was
painful to think that those around hitn had been cast out

of.fellowship by those who had formerly recognised thom
106
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as brethren. They had ulso been charged with ‘subverting
the purpose of God;” but that was clearly a mistake on
the part of the speaker, for God’s purposes could not be
subverted by any one. The speaker must have meant
that they perverted the words of God: the purpose of
God would be uaccomplished whatever man might do.
Referring to what had been said in the former part of the
day respecting the kingdom being at hand, he said it was
true that the kingdom was preached as being at hand, and
it did not appear; but in the same way the destruction
of Ninéveh had been predicted after forty days; and yet
the forty days expired, and Nineveh was not destroyed.
He spoke in a particularly solemin manner of the serious
position which those brethren ‘had assumed who had kept
back from the breaking of bread. They had virtually
lodged an appeal to the Lord Jesus against their former
associates, which appeal must remain until the Lord
returned. He would not be in their position for “ten
thousand pounds.

- During the latter part of Allan Fordyce’s remarks,
William Ellis, William Pearson, and Gavin Cree re-eutered
‘the meeting. '

The Kingdom of Heaven at Hand.

J. CameBerL made some lengthy remarks respecting
what Allan Fordyce had said about the Kingdom of

‘Heaven being at hand, and taking exception to some of

the statements he bad made.

A somewhat irregular conversation upon this subject
thereupon ensued, in which several persons took part. In
the midst of it, as the time was passing, George Dowie
asked to have a hearing for a paper on the subject of
divisious, of which he had given notice at the preliminary
meeting on the previous evening. The disputants in the
‘at hand’ discussion, however, were so absorbed in the
controversy, that George Dowie had been on his feet for
some time, paper in hand, before the opportunity was

given. :
106
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GEORGE DOWIE ON THE EDINBURGH DIVISION,

G. Dowie then proceeded to read his paper, which he
did with great distinctness, giving some of the passages
with marked emphasis. The paper was as follows:—

Preamble.

T have waited till I could get the largest audience of
Lrethren which Britain can assemble to hear my deliver-
ance on this momentous question of division : and-while I
have misgivings as to my ability to present matters with
that clearness which is needful, I have no Jack of confi-
dence as to the uprightness and fairness which shall char-

acterise my statements.

’

Questions Affecting the Staﬁzs of the Churches.

I caunot pretend to enter into the merits of any other
divisions than the one with which I am most familiar, and
which more immediately affects me personally—the dis-
ruption in Edinburgh. But I know that the principles
which are at the root of it are questions which may soon
enough harass the whole brotherhood, and even now have
begun their rankling evils among several communities
which once were perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment-—questions, in short,
which affect the whole status of the churches in Britain.

The Disruption in Edinburgh.

It is now a fact of more than a year’s standing, that
there are two assemblies in Edinburgh professing to be
l}ased~—up0n the apostles and prophets, and seeking to
maintain and contend for the faith once delivered to the
saints—conspicuous fromn others avowedly lent to the same
work by an earnest pleading for the importance of the

tliings concerning the Kingdom of God Those two |

assemblies are not at one for reasons which I shall now
endeavour to expiscate.

Correspondence between the Two Companies.

As far as possible, every one of the brethren in the
country was last year furnished with a copy of a corres-
pondence which passed between the two companies, and
which gave, as far as could be elicited, the aceredited and
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authorised reasons for tho secessiun of one of them (rom
the other. The correspondence and its accompanying
documents, consisting of only public and deliberately
written papers, and the series being complete, 1t was
presumned that they coutained the whole merits of the
question at issue,

The Reasans for Secession.

Since that time, however, the original parties who con-
cocted and subscribed the one set of documents—namely,
those who seceded—have frequently given others as the
truc reasons for forsaking those with whom they had long
been associated. The published correspondence shows two
main reasons for secession—first, because there were cer-
tain social arrangements which were offensive ; and second,
some brethren had taught views of Scripture prophecy
which were deemed by others to be inaccurate. With this
there was both the tacit and expressed admission that the
matters of ¢the faith and hope’ remained the same.
Now, the brethren’ remaining immediately and thoroughly
removed the offensive arrangements whenever it was
known that they stood in the way of unity and fellowship.
This 1s referred to at length in the published correspond-
ence. The other matters of difference they were not
prepared to charge, because, as they involved no differ-
ences on the real ground of union, and had existed for
seven years during a period of the most perfect unity of
fuith and harmony of action, there seemed neither reason
nor practicability in attempting an alteration.

The Only Reasons.

As it had been distinctly and unequivocally stated in
sowne of the letters that those who had left had given the
whole reasons for leaving, saying, ¢ We have no additional
reason to present you with beyond that cuutained in our
second letter, which to us appears insurmountable, unless
we compromise what God-has revealed in the Seriptures
concerning ' us and the nations of the earth.” We who
remained were satisfied to accept these as the true, and
could not speak of or acknowledge any others.

The True or the False Reason,

Why it is, however, that those who have left have so
frequently told that these are not the true reasons, is to
us 2 matter of astonishment. That they should be
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ashamed of the only authoritative utterance they have
given on the case is to nre mexplicable, unless it be that
for such a step no reasons can be given of which a sensible
man should not be ashamed, or that the false reason is
designedly set forth in order to accomplish some end.

Fellowshipping the Seceders,

Whatever be the reason, it is matter of faet that
brethren from various parts coming to Edinburgh have

visited and had fello\\shlp with those who mthdren I

take the liberty of noticing one brother, because of the
part he has taken and the principles he has enunciated
—1 mean Robert Roberts of Huddersfield. The Sunday
he was in Edinburgh he attended their meetings, und at
their instance delivered two public addresses in their: hall.
The reasons which he gave for thus homologating their
position were that, although the step taken by the seces-
stonists . was wrong; yet the point at which they had
arrived was right, because the different views of matters
entertained by some of those who remained were calcu-
lated to undermine the faith. Thus, it is averred that
‘the faith’ not only refers to and includes the doctrine
concerning the establishment of the Kingdom of God in
the hands of Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah who died
{for sin and who rose to life, but also such untaught ideas
as the year-day theory for interpreting the prophets, the
Roman Catholic character of the Apocalyptic Babyloo,
and an unliteral mode of reading the bulk of that book of

Scripture called the Apocalypse.

The True Grounds of Difference.

I would vot think myself justified in thus publicly

‘referring  to- these things as the opinion of a private

brother—an individual—if it were not that they appear
to e to be the true grounds of difference, and which those
he has associated with and their syinpathisers have studied
to set forth as suflicient to warrant any irregularity in
breaking up fellowship. Tt has come to this now, that
those pnncq)les which we so long rejoiced in, and on whiclt
we may have plumed our&elves—unity of faith in all
cirdinal matters summed up in “the gospel,” but a perfect
freedoin of judgmient on such matters as, lying beyond
tit, wore, or at least were deemed to be, not so clearly
I'O\'euled-—*that these principles, I say, were to be sel aside
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ANNUAL AGUREGATE MEETINGS~—1863

as unsound or incompetent, and that an effort should be
made to reduce to a perfect unity of opinion those who at
the same time are recognised as having perfect freedom
in the formation of their judgment of matters lying on
the margin of our faith.

The Pleasure of Uniformity.

This much I bave said for such brethren as are of
sufficient strength of mind and depth of intellect to stand
questioning for the part they have taken ; but in this, as
in all similar cases, there have been a much larger number
led away by dim and very inaccurate notions of what is
right. A very common apology for secession has been the
supposed advantage thus obtained for edification. I must
say, however, that what is pleasant to the individual,
rather than what is right, in the main has been the test
of such edification. Alas! it is not only those \vho
inaugurate a false principle, but those also of weak
judgment, who are misled. In this case, is there 'my
difference between the two ?—for if the first cannot bear
to hear expressed an opmmn different from their own, or
cannot stand to have their own put to the test, is it uot.
the same seeking for the pleasure of uniformity which
decides them, as has decided those, to go where and to do
what will afford more enjoyment without effort, and give
pleasure rather than profit ?

Too Little Respect for Dr Thomas,

Some there are, also, who have taken the part of the
dividers because the others seemed to treat Dr Thomas
with too little respect ; because they did not abandon their
ordinary church ieeting to attend upon his addresses;
because they did not invite him to their meetings who
sald he would not come, and because they would not be
hand-and-glove with one who, without hearing both sides
of the matter, pronounced judgment for those who had
made division, and advised all lovers of truth to follow
the example of the seceders!

Dr Thomas Rebuked for his Style of Speech.

1t should now be mentioned-—what was not once referred
to in the printed correspondence—that there were, and
subsequently have been, strong prepossessions in favour

- of the person and opinions of Dr Thomas. Two years
110
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sceured, n doetrine utterly at variancee with the plain
) _ tenching of tho inspired d])l)\l](.’h ol the Lord-—that the
uwmumtmn of the dead samts s Lo be a reviving of their
natural life; or that what is sown a natoral bml_y 15 also
raised a natural Lody. Lo dinburgh, as in many other
pluces, those who have an unqualified admiration of’ Dr
Thomas have set themselves assiduously to leaven their
own minds and those of others with the process of ratio-
cination by which this anti-apostolic dogma Is supported ;
and the day may not be distant when the reception of it
may be taken as the test of fellowshlp

A Voice of Ws.mmg

Under these circumstances, I think it my duty to lift
up a voice of warning against the receptlon or entertain-
ment of such a fatal errer.  This once recetved, the whole
fabric of Bible truth becomes loose and uncertain. We
have looked on pa.sswe]y and tolerated with a becoming
patience the inculcativn of empirical modes of mterpretmor
oceult or symbolical prophecies, because we thought we i
had no authoritative disclaimer in the Word itself ; but it
this i1s a gloss oo a plam truth, a denmial of a positive .
statement. Can we view it with indifference—we who o ;

affect to be the champions of the earliest and most divine
trath 7
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4 Caution Against Dr Thomas’s Teaching oh the Resurrection.

With the personal character of Dr Thomas, we have
not now to do; but with his public teaching we have to
do. There is no mistake as to it. In private companies
with aim in Edinburgh and elsewhere, the aforesaid topic
has been discussed, “and the arguments by which it is
sought to be propped up have been handled and talked
over. And it is presented to us as a matter to be received
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as truth most precious. It is not enough that one who 53 LR
may have instructed us—one who might, in the height of 51 CRE
~adulation, be called our spiritual father ; it is not enouorh ;E - AL b
7 for us that he enunciates any idea ; he must speak accord- ‘i i3 1!
ing to the Word of the Living God, as spoken by His Pf;
servants of old. The Bereans were commended for testing gL
the words of the apostles; but this is no apostlo—shall i }‘t ]
we receive his dictum without question?  Yet this is what i 20 4
is sought to be imposed upon us by those men who seek i i

to lead us again .into bondage and impose upon us the
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thraldom of creeds and clergy. Brethren, let us beware.
All experience assures us_that our safety consists in adher-
nug closely to the very words of Scripture, especially in
<ueh a vital doctrine as that of the resurrection from the
del. Compared with this, the hypothetical predictions
o the fate of Kuropean nations, their battles, intrigues,
rise, nnd fall are as nothing,  Brethren, let us be wise, and
make w Just discrimination among natters which aflect

v well-being not only in the present life, in our associa-

tion with one another, but surely are intimately connected

~avith our well-being in the world to come. " Shall it be

that, for the fancied illumination we may receive regarding
Freneh revolutions and the overthrow of Turkey, we
endanger our enjoyment of the Kingdom of God? Never !

William Ellis Criticises Qeorge Dowle’s Paper.

W. Bius, who sat next to George Dowie, and who

seed to be paiufully affected by the i'ending of this

address, when it was finished rose to reply. e said it
was lis thorough conviction that the facts mentioned in
this paper were very much overdrawn. George Dowie
Laed Leen first in his own cause, and had most assuredly
crented a false Tinpression in the minds of those who hadl
iotened to him, It bad been charged upon those who had
withdrawn from the meeting in Edinburgh, that they had
not assigned the true reasous for doing so, at the time of
leaving, but had kept back some of them. It was indeed
true that, in the letters which they had sent, they had not
aiven every item of reason, becanse they had not deemed
it neeessary to do so; but the strength of the reasons, he
contended, would be found in the published correspondence.
I1e did not think the brethren then present were able to
form a correct judgment respecting what George Dowie
T just said, but he hoped they would exercise their own
discretion in seeking to obtain the weans of judging.,  As
HQreorge Dowio had not said anything against him (W,
lillis), he had nothing to reply to in it; but as Robert
Huberts had Leen referred to, and, he Dbelieved, not cor-
rectly, he would just read the following letter he -had
received from him :—
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[Letter jrom Kobert foberts to William Illis.]

Huddersfield, Monday Evening,
June 8, 1863,

Dear Brornsr Bruis,—After a quick and, on the whole, comforiable
ride on the rails from Edinburgh, I und my little charge urrived here all
sadidly this morning at 8.20, und found all well. :

On the way, 1 thought much of your proceedings in Edinburgl, which
1 had previously only viewed at a distance. The result of my visit has
been to impress me with a sense of the good that has resulted from the
recent commotions in Edinburgh. The truth has bad s great revival
amongst you—a revival which could not have taken place in the old
conneetion ; and now you bid fair to answer to the proper character of

the true ecclesin—a Light stand, a commuuity permeated by the fruth, .

held with full assurance, and unmixed by the starving speculations
indulged in by the unlearned. Yet among the churches you will stand
at a disndvantage. The true merits of your position will never be appre-
ciated.  You will be regarded in the light only of the ‘documents,” which

" do not set forth the whole position of the question, though they deal

thoroughly enough with the particular points of the objection 1uised at
the time of secession. The broader question that lies behind all the
technicalities of that discussion will never be appreciated by the churches
as o whole.. The real issue which, froms the beginning, [ have always
maintained, was to be found In the spiritualities that existed in the

oviginal meeting, will never be apprehended by the majovity of brethren .

ab o distance.  Yet of this you may well be independent. The gain is all
with ‘you.  Purity of doctrine, deliverance from spiritual chill, scope for
up-building in your wmost holy faith, ere more precious far than the
approval of a fallible judgment, and may encoursge you in the position
you have taken as earnest contenders for the truth of God in its unsullied
purity. T can ouly say they are happy who are privileged to hold a place
in such a truth-loving and truth-maintaining comaunity.

My kindest love to xll the brethren and sisters with you.

Your very affectionate brother in Christ,
Ronerr Hoperts.

W. Ellis continued, that it would be seen from this letter
what Robert Roberts -thought of the position which he
and those along with him had now assumed. Robert

Roberts had resided for some time in Kdinburgh, and -

understood the character of the meeting very well, and
those present had now heard his opinion respecting the
separation.

QGeorge Dowle and Robert Roberts Misunderstand Bach Other.

G. Dowig said this was not the first time he had heard
this letter of Robert Roberts’s read, as, through John
Norrie, he had seen it previously, He was very much

sarprised at its contents, because Robert Roberts, when
' 114
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1863

recently in Edinburgh, had several times in his hearing
said that he disapproved of the brethren in Calton’ Con—
vening Rooms separating, and that he had said so to
themselves at Portobello. He did not know what to
think of such contradictory statements.

W. Erus remarked that there was no mistaking what
was now the mind of Robert Roberts, as stated in the
letter which he had just read.

The Real Pomt at Issue

G. Dowm observed that it seemed the brethren in
Edinburgh were now at issue on a most important matter
—the principle of the literal interpretation of prophecy.
He did not know of a more important matter, unless it
were the truth of the doctrine of the kingdom itself. One
way of getting- quit of the difficulty was by saying, ‘I
have nothing to do with that book or these words;’ but
that would not do. The principle for which he contended
was, that the subject of a prophecy was to be understood
from the thing stated : that was to say, that the words
of the prophet should be received in what might be called
their literal or natural sense.

The Case of James Lamb

A. Forboree asked William Ellis if James Lamb lmd
altered his views on these subjects, as he knew that James
Lamb at one time was of the same mind as himself, and
yet he had been given to understand that Jammes had been
for some months in fellowship in the Calton Counvening
Rooms.

W. Iirus said he would explain the circumstances.
When James Lamb came te Edinburgh some six months
previously, he (W. Ellis), knowing him better than any
one else, they both having come from the same place, he
had some conversation with him ; and finding what his
views were, he recommended James to go to the Sargeon
Squ.u‘e meeting, as he should there find the teaching more

in accordance with his ‘own. mind. James accoldmu]_) did
116
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go one Sunday, hut that was quite enough for him, as
he came away thoroughly dissatisfied, and determined not
to go back. They in the Calton Convening Roows,
believing that he had a good deal to learn, and might be
set right on those matters in which he was wrong, yielded
to his request, and admitted him to their fellowship, ia the
hope that he would profit by the instruction which he
should thus receive. He continued in their fellowship for
some time, and it was believed that he was making pro-
gress in the truth, when he one Sunday, in the meeting,
attempted to teach those very things that were deemed
" subversive of the faith. This, he was informed, could not
be allowed, and he was again told that he ought to go to
Surgeon Square, which was just the very place for him,
as he would there be allowed to teach anything, no matter
how absurd or unseriptural ! !To this James had said that
he would rather go to the Church of Rome than to the
Surgeon Square meeting.* He was now about to leave
Edinburgh and go to London in search of employment.
When this had become known, it was suggested to him
to go to Glasgow instead of London, as there he should
have the advantage of the society of the brethren; but to
‘this he replied that he would not do so, as the meeting in
Glasgow was as bad as the one in Surgeon Squre, in
LEdinburgh.* ‘

A. Forovee said he had seen a brother who had come
from Edinburgh during the previous week, and in speaking
“of James Lamb he had assigned quite a different reason
for his going to London in preference to Glasgow. This
person said that when it was suggested to James that he
should go West instead of South, he answered that if he
did go West, he should only be able to find employment
of the kind he desired in Gourock, where he would be us
much alone, so fur as the society of the brethren was con-
cerned, as in London; and as he would be able to get
higher pay and lighter work in the South, he had resolved

“:‘% RIS
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* [James Lamb afterwards flatly contradicted this].
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to go there. No objection, so far as he was aware, had
been made to the meeting in Glasgow.

W. Exuis said he had merely given the reason as it had
been recei\%ed from James Lamb’s own lips.*

. Appeal for the Judgment of the Conference.

G. Dowie then asked whether the assembled brethren,
having heard the paper he had read, were prepared to
eudorse the sentiments he had expressed respecting Dr
Thomas’s teaching on the subject of the immortalisation
of the saints at a period subsequent to the resurrection.

Some conversation ensued upon this question, but no
one proposed the endorsement of the sentiments which
had been enunciated by George Dowie, while several very
decidedly demurred to do so. As the hour was now
pretty far advanced, however, and the time had nearly

Carrived at which a number of the brethren and sisters

had to take their departure by train, the inquiry did not

receive the attention which its importance demanded.
The meeting, consequently, was brought to a close, about

nine o'clock, without any formal expression either of
approval or disapproval having been given upou it. -

A Memorable Meeting.

And thus terminated the mnost important of all the
many aunual aggregate meetings of the Baptised Believers
of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God which have been
held in this country. It marked what was ‘the parting
of the ways’ with some who introduced a new standard
of belief as a necessary condition to fellowship. Ii was
worthy of notice, however, that while there were now such
regrettable differences among the brethren, their deliber-
ativns were characterised throughout by the most perfect
vood fecling on the part of every one present. No un-
pleasantness of any kind occurred, and no expression
valeulated to offend or annoy escaped fromn amy of those
who differed so widely on such important matters.

* [Jaines Damb altstwards flatly contradicted this].
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of the earth to be governed. This is an intelligible mode
of making the Word of Gud of nune effect by a conclusion.
But I think it cannot be maintained that anything short
of this can be held to subvert the faith. If there be no
such direct antagunisin between the two things as to be
mutually destructive the one of the cther, there can be no
ground for alleging subversion.

But even supposing that a brother entertains an opinion
that is deemed contradictory of the faith, did it never
occur to any one that, while such opinion might be sub-
versive of the faith, the faith is as certainly subversive
of the opinion? And even supposing the brother’s hold
of his opinion to be as strong as his hold of the faith,
would 1t not naturally occur to one embued with even a
small measure of the love that thinketh no evil, and
hopeth all things, not to speak of brotherly kindness, that
the fuith in such an unequal struggle must gain the
victory, seeing that it is based on plain Scripture testi-
mouy, ‘ that a child may read and understand,’ whereas
the opinion may be a meve inference drawn from obscure
statements, about which different minds will often disagree.

But this is an extreme case, and one that I am not
aware has any existence among the brotherhood. There
is not the slightest approach to it as regards Babylou, the
Man of Sin, Times and Seasons, &e., about which so much
has been said. "Those who view Babylon as a literal city
bearing that name, and not the apostacy, believe as firmly
as any that it shall be destroyed, and its power suppressed,
to make room for the Kingdom of God to be established
on the earth. Those who consider the Man of Sin to be
n literal man and not a system of iniquity, believe that he
shall be destroyed by the brightness of the coming of the
Joord. Where is there any room for the charge of sub-
verting the faith here? Are not the two things quite
compatible, supposing the literal view correct? And sup-
posing it to be erroneous, is not the faith still preserved
intact? Will not the coming of the Lord to estublish
his kingdom be as certain whichever view of Babylon, the
Man of Sin, the two prophets, or the times and seasons,
shall prove to be correct? And is not the fuith of the
literahist regarding this as firm as that of the symbolist ?
How, then, can the one faith regarding the establishment
of that kingdom under the Messiah and the saints, over
Israel and the nations be affected in any way by auny
119 : :
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such debateable questions. - Is it not admitted by those

wlho put so much value upon these ploph(’tl(, detls, that

a vast amount of study is necessary for their c’)mprehen-

~sion, involving mental endowments and knowledge of

hlatory posse«sed by very few ?—whereas the things of the
faith ¢stand out m such bold relief that a child may rEsp
and UNDERSTAND.

But it seems to me the danger of snbverting the faith
lies in another direction. For instance, Brother Illis
holds that the words of Jesus, * As the lightning cometh
out of the east and shineth even unto the west, so shall
the coming of the Son of Man be,’ were fulfilled in the
Roman army coming against Jerusalem in A.p. 72.  Is not
this a parallel case “with those who, in the apostles’ days,
declared the resurrection to be past already, and so over-
threw the faith of scme? and with the Swedenborgians,
who say the New Jerusalem has already come ; and with
the Roman Catholics, who believe that the millennium is
past, it having ended about. the time of Luther, who, with
his coad‘]utors they view as Gog and Magog. If the same
mode of interpretation be App]led to predictions of the
coming of the Son of Man that is thus applied to the
words Just quoted, where is there any foundation for the
faith reo'a,rdmg the coming of the Messiah in person to
immortalise his saints and ee.tabhbh his kingdom* For
if this plain passage, occurrmo' in a prosaxc didactic
discourse, professmc to give an answer to certain queatlons
of the dlsclples may be said to speak of a proxy coming

- of the Son of Man, why may not Daniel’s wsxon«-—-(Dan

vii. 13)—John’s wsxon——-(Rev i, 7)—which occur in con-
nection with symbols, be explained on the same principle,
and the personal coming of Christ be thus set aside, and a_
coming of something olse substituted for it?

While I present this as the legitimate result of thls
principle, I do not call those who use it subverters of the
faith ; for I know that thidse who hold it accept the literal

~ view of Dan. vii. 13 and Rev. 1. 7. But it is the nearest

approach to subversion of the faith that I am aware of
among the brotherhood. And I say this the more freely,
that 1 clearly see the force of Jesus’ words to lie in their
having exclusive reference to his personal advent in the
clouds of heaven. They were uttered as a caution to his
disciples against being deceived with reports of his pre-
sence in connection with the siege of Jerusalem ; and he
120
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gives as the reason, that when his coming should take

place, it would be unmistakeably apparent as the light-
ning’s flash. The passage referred tc 1s Matt. xxiv. 23-7.

I forbear to characterise the spirit of intolerance exhi-
bited in the quotation from the report of the aggregate
meeting in Glasgow, but would respectfully submit to the
whole brotherhood, that the time has now come when it
s the duty of each to settle for himself and herself what
is the individual duty they owe to the Lord, to the truth,
to themselves, and to their brethren in this matter: Are

- we to ‘ sTRIVE TogETHER for the faith of the cosrer,” before

a world lying in wickedness, or to magnify theoties, at the
best uncertain and changeful, as if they were the very
Grospel of Salvation ?

*

121

A

>~
3

a2

fadmen T piams




ANNUAL AGUREGATE MEETINGS—1864

186 4.

Change in the Character of the Conference.

The aggregate meeting for the year 1864 marked a new

oD

departure in the naturl_eﬂgf‘__tg_}igsge _annual gatherings. The
printed Messenger, by giving each month a notice of
anything of interest that had transpired in the various
churches, had now enhre]y superqeded the CODO'I’E’O'dtl()mll

O'ener}'i]}y e*(pressed it ‘was now t'Lclt]y agreed . tilat in
future, as far as possible, ¢ bisiness” shoul(l be excluded
from_these meetings, and- the time devoted mamlv to
mutual exl1o:t¢1239jlld up bmldmv in the ﬁuth by means

of ag_d_r_'ggges.‘ -

The meeting was tln:, year held in Ec!lnbuwh, in the‘

Union Hall 98 South Bndde.

The Visitors.

There were 14 brethren from a dlstance pre<ent in
addition to the mombers of the Edmburgh meeting—as
follows :— : :

Caxoss(u'rzs—Jolm Muir,
CoxinestoN—Charles Reid.
Curar—Archibald Dowie.
Durper~John Duncan, Newnuran—David Lawson,
Dunrenyiine—Robert Tennant, TrANENT ——l.curgc Kerr and Wlllnm
Grascow—David Christie, Mrs Christie, Smith, .

- Allen Fordyee, and James Fraser.,
Krexearpy—Robert Boyd. | }
- Lewes—William Norrie.

SATURDAY.

According to usual custom, a preliminary meeting was
held on the evening of Saturday, 16th July, in the house
of George Dowie, 12 Beaumont Place. At this meeting
the programme of the proceedings was decided upon, and
nther necessary arrangements made-—John Duncan, of
Dundee, being appointed to preside at the afternoon
meeting, "
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© SUNDAY.

FORENOON.

The brethren assembled in the Union Hall a

t eleven
o’clock on Sunday forenoon, July 17th.

The Breaking of Bread.

The first matter to engage attention, after the opening .
services, was the observance of the Lord’s Supper, which

was attended to after a few appropriate remarks by
John Duncan and William Laing.

‘ ADDRESS BY ALLAN FORDYCE.
- Arrany Forbpyee then rose and said—

-Brethren, the subject upon which I intend to speak is
our relation to each other, and what constitutes our bond
of union. Our relation to each other is derived fron our
birth. - We are the children of the same Heavenly Father;
and we are all the servauts of the samme Lord. Our union
with Christ constitutes our union with one another.

Baptism into Christ.

“Ye are the children of God,’ says Paul, in his letter to
the Galatians, ‘ by the faith which is in Christ Jesus; for

as many of you as have been baptised into Christ have .

put on Christ.”  Allow me to remark, in passing, that the

words ‘of you’ have no representative words in the

original ; and, cousequently, that as many as have beer
baptised into Christ have put ou Christ.  This holds ‘gonc
in the corresponding passage in the letter tu the Rom:
where it says, ‘ For as many as have been baptised inte
Christ have been baptised into his death.’.:: _It_‘_.l_s."_;th.eh
baptisin into the name of Jesus Christ, then, that ‘consti-
tutes us one with him, and one with his: Ii'.‘a.ther%wh-'ill-'
tutes us children of God; for by one .S_plnl; we are all
baptised into oue body, and by that spirit we are enunbled
to cry, * Abba, Father , = ARET
Union with Ohmlt L _ .
If, tlnereﬁ)re,fniy baptism into Christ mnkos me a clu.h!
of God, it also makes me brother to overy other member
i i Lk e RN - .
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of the body of Christ.  Let this be well understood—that
if wy baptism makes me a member of the body of Christ,
it also males e a Lrother to every other member of the
bady of Christ.  So long as 1 hold my position 1 Christ,
I maintain my relation to the members of his body. If
we who are assembled here together are all united to
Christ—if we are all the sons of God by faith in Christ
Jesus, having each been baptised into Christ, and therefure
having put on Christ—our relation to each other cumes
- from that ordinance and by that appointment. We are,
then, by God’s appointment also united to one another by
that ‘very act, so that we are not united together from
choice, because we like this one or dislike that, but
because we have rendered the obedience of faith, and have
thus become members of the body of Christ.

Separation from Christ, -

If, then, our union with each other is derived from our
tnion with Christ, our separation from each other must
also be caused by separation from him.” I wish you,
brethren, tu think seriously of this position.  Tell me, is
this a true position? Have 1 described our relation
rightly, or have I not 7~ If the position I have defined is
true, we cannot give our -assent to the sepuration of any
brother from the brotberhood until he has separated him-
self from Christ. Nothing else can warrant us to give
our assent to the separatmn of a brother from the brother-
hood. If we thoroughly understood our relationship, our
position in the sight of God, and our own worthlessness,

~we would tremble to pronounce hullb of excommunication
~ upon one another..

Speakmg the Same 'l‘hing, and Being of the Same Mind,

Paul says, in 1 Cor. i. 10: *Now, I beseech you,
brethren, by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
all speak the same thing, and thut there be no divisions
among you, but that ye be perfectly Jt)llled together in
the samue mind and in the same judgment’ But many
will tell us that this is very good, but that we are quite
unfit to carry it out in the present state of things. 1t bas
uot been thoroughly tried, however. How is St possible,
when we think so very diversely, that we ceuld all speak
the samne thing? To have the swme mind—the mind of
(Gtod—we will Tequire to have the very same words. The
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. enwmerated ogreat me vords.
- the language of professing Christuuus,
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very same words will follow if we have the same senti-
ments. We all know that a Rowan Catholic will not
speak a dozen words before we detect that he is a Roman
Catholic, and the same may be said of a certain class
of Presbyterian and Methodist preachers. So also will

we be able to recognise the members of the body of-
Clirist ; for, when properly instructed, they will speak the

same thing.
Bible Things in Bible Words.

But how is this to be arrived at 2 It must be by speak-

ing the words whicl the Spirit of God has taught us, for
this is the only means by which we can all speak the same
thing—speaking: of the things of God’s Kingdom in the
words which God's Spirit has taught us. If we do so,
there will be a oneness in our nomenclature and in all our

introduced into this country by Alexander Campbell, in
the year 1826, and was one of the fundamental principles
of the body who call themselves the Second Reformatiou.
The priociple is one that is tenable—one that we are able
to maintain, and one that it is our duty to maintain. I
give a quotation from The Foundation of Cluisticen Unaon,
by Alexander Campbell, which is in these words :

We choose to speak of Bibl‘e‘t-h‘inga in Bible words, because we are
always suspicious that if the word iz not in the Bible, the idea which it
represents is not there; and always confident that the things tanght by
God arc better taught in the words and in the names which the Holy
Spir]it has chosen and appropriated, thau in the words which man'’s wisdom
teaches.

I think it would be well for us still to hold by this va“sn
principle for our guidance—that we will stand to the

words of the Spirit to learn the things of God. Not only '
Lo retain the things, but also the words, which the Spirig. -

has taught us.  This is what the apostle has in view when
lie says, ‘I beseech you, in the name of the Lord Jesus,
that ye all speak the sdme thirg.’ .. We ;:r;:l'é(':t‘.él\’c(_l _bur
religion from (iod, having Beenr taught it Ly His Spirit;
und; in speaking of it, th?‘r‘efofe-, r.‘\'\‘c;s_houl(l profer Gud’s
words to those of men. -~ 0T L
Unscriptural Nomenclature.

Tn the work to which I have alluded,. the writer has
many words which have erept o
such as * the Ioly
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has taught us.

it alter our position, that the author from whom I have
quoted has hiwself departed from the principle : we can
still hold by that which we have held all along with hin.
He has written many articles upun * Christianity —
original, modern, and apostolic ; and yet the Bible teaches
~us nothing whatever about ¢ Christianity.” Tt is one of
those phrases which the Spirit of God has not taught us,
and therefore the more we avoid it the better. By some
people the Word of God has been divided .iuto what they
call the *moral’ law, the ‘judicial’ law, and the ‘cere-
monial ” Jaw, These are words of man’s invedtion ; and,
by laying them all aside, we shall come to wu nvity of
sentiment and language which has never yet been shown
forth by any body of men. Again, some men are accus-
tomed to speak of one part of God's Word as being
*doctrinal,” and another as being * practical '—just s 1f
the teachings of Jesus were not practical. ‘

Dr Thomas Alleged to be in Fault.

Now, although we may have discarded these phrases, in
order to arrive at a pure and sound speech, thero are
others of a similar kind which we may fall into. We have
some of our brethren speaking of “The Frog Power,” ‘The
Lion Power,’ ‘The Sin Power,’ and a great many other
such phrases. These are the words which gender strife-—
words which the Spirit bus not taught us, and which lead
to division. Let us, therefore, forsake those words which
cause strife, and let us speak of the things concerning the
Kingdom of God in the words which the Spirit has given
us. We have also such a phrase.as ‘four-square multi-
tudinous unity. Will God’s description of His own house
—of His own city—not be sufficient for us? I trow we
may be content with God’s description of what belongs to
Him, without puzzling our minds to find out new-cotned
words and phrases, to represent those things which are
represented to us in His Word. . It is because I see these
things eominyg in and growing upon the brethren who have
professed their faith in the Kingdom of God that I now
vefer thus openly to them.
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Trinity,” ¢ conditional clection,” ‘free will,) “original s,
¢ human depravity,” ¢ sovereign grace” * visible chureh,’ and
many others. These words have come into use in couse-
quence of a departure from the simplicity which is in
Christ, aud forsaking the words which the IHoly Spirit

Tt does not affect our purpose, nor does
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Our Position.

It is high time we should openly speak our sentiments
upon these things. We have no necessity to act as
counterfeits to any system of theclogy. We have made
a profession—aye, and a coufession—of the uname of Jesus
Christ, of which we need not be ashamed ;' we do not hold
by the doctrines or precepts of any wan or set of men,
but we hold our religion directly from that God who has

given it to us; and we hold our position in Christ by

strict union and communion with our Head, whose place is
at the right band of the majesty in the heavens. We
have no name and no connection with any city on earth
and no matter whether it be Rome, or Edinburgh, or New
York, all places ave alike, and we are now-in the possession
of access to God through Jesus Christ, and that directly,
for there is one inediator between G ‘

od and man, Jesus
Christ, himself a man. : T o :

At the conclusion of Allan Fordyce's address, it being

now one o’clock, the forencon meeting was brought to a
close. ' ‘

K

ATTERNOON.

The company separated for an interval of an hour and
a half, re-assembling at half-past two in the hall in Sur-
geon Square to partake of a repast which bad been
provided for themi. This having been finished, George
Dowie, with the aid of a map of the brotherhood, gave
an Interesting aceount of a visit which he had recently
paid to a number of the churches and isolated brethren in
different parts of England. = Shortly “afterwards,  the
compuuy returned to the Union Hall, where the business
of the conference was resumed, J_{)iih ‘Duncan’ presiding.

ADDRESS BY JAMES OAMERON. -~
Jasgs Cameron, who was the first speaker, said—
o The Christian Brotherhood. .

The Christian brotherhood is composed now, as of old,
of various hetcrogeticous clements. "If not Greek and
Jew, Barbarian and Seythian, yet at least of iudividuals
as diverse in thetr relations and characteristies.  Bul Uese,
having « common faith and baptism, by which they are
: 127
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united to the Head, are all oue in Christ Jesus. Still, the
peculiarities of the individual unit are apt to bulk anduly
in the mind’s eye, and to warp the sympathies common
to the brotherhood. One’s vwn peculiar opinions, habit
of mind, and whole idiesynecracy, are lizsble to be regurded
with a kind of philoprogenitive affection ; and, even where
opinions are adopted at second-hand, they often receive
the love bestowed upon an adopted child.

The Faith and Hope of the Church.

We are all more or less tinged with the spirit of the
sectarianism around us, and it 1s founded on huinan dedue-
tion raised to a level with the express Word of God. The
church is built on the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ

bimself being the chief corner-stone: and the faith and

hope of the church are derived from the divine testunony
in 1ts plainest and most natural sense, without interpreta-
tion—that is, by taking the words of the Spirit with only
such definitions as are furnished by the Scriptures. DBut
now we find matters apart from the one faith, and things
obsenrely revealed which are made plain only by dint of
human wisdom (too often discovered to be human folly)
added” to the one faith, and insisted on as essential to
church fellowship. _
Born by the Word,

Here arises the necessity for some potent imfiuence
which shall counteract the waywardness of the hedd
This is found in the heart—not the heart of the natural
man, but the honest and good heart, in which the good
seed—the seed of the kingdom—has been sown, in charity,
or love, ‘out of a pure heart” Says the Apostle Peter :
‘Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren,
se¢ that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently :
being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-
ruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever. . .. And this is the word which by the gospel
is preached unto you.” We are, then, children of a common
Father, not in virtue of agreement in opinion regarding
matters beyond the limits of the faith, but as being born
by the Word-—that Gospel of the Kingdom of God and
name of Jesus the Christ.
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The Struggle Betwgen the Flesh and the Spirit.

In these circumstances, it is plain that this brotherl
spirit will often have to contend with the flesh, the affec-
tions (or passions) of which are too often enlisted on
behalf of its thinkiugs, to the subversion of brotherly
love und the *fellowship in the gospel” Jesus and his
apostles seem to have anticipated this struggle between
the flesh and the Spirit. Said the Lord : * A new com-
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one andther; as
I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” And his
apostle, Paul, exhorts the Corinthians to * covet earnestly
the best gifts ; and yet,” says he, * I show unto you a more
excellent way.” The more excellent way he indicates in
this style : ¢ Charity suffereth long, and is kind ; envieth
not; vaunteth not itself; is not puffed up; doth not
behave itself unseemly; seeketh not her own; is not
easily provoked,” &e.—(1 Cor. xiii. 4-8). With such com- -
mendation he also speaks of the power of prophesying
above that of speaking with tongues, as if it were the best
gift—*he that prophesieth speaketh uuto men to edifica-
tion, and exhortation, and comfort. He that speaketh in
an unkaown tongue edifieth himself; but he that pro-
phesieth edifieth the church.’” In chapter xii. of this
epistle, he shows that the divers gifts were from one Spirit,
as means to an end, which is the profit of all. When he
says, ‘covet earnestly the best gifts, and yet there is a
more excellent way, he shows that love, though not-a
gift of the Spirit, is yet superior to all—even the best.
In chapter xiv., he shows the superior utility of pro-
phesying—for’ edification of the church. . This virtue is
also inscribed to love in chapter viii,—* knowledge puffeth RIN § g o
up, but love buildeth up." The good of others being the N
grand end, to prophbesy to edification ‘therc must be love e
in the heart to impel to do good, and to ensure a Christ-
like manner in .the doing of it, on which more depends
than is  generally supposed. Mere talk, however eloquent
and entertaining, which may gratify itching ears, will not
satisfy empty and aching hearts. .- In this passage we

- notice vne quality which he uses three different words to
express—-that of bearing or tolerating : ‘suflereth long,
and is kind, . .. bearcth all things, . . . endurcth all

. things” I this quality were nol an absolule nceessity,
- wo can hardly coneecive of the apustle thus exhausting his
No. @ R 4 U

e Tt s ot et b T T iy

bt i

2

R i

TR

St T

o,

=

b~
471 e 5 ORIV e & 44 Ao gl A

FACSFSCAAR AR AT NV Y tmadon oo piressmant




ANNUAL AGGREGATE MERTINUGS—IS61

vocubulary to oxpress it. It is a necessity to the con-
tinued existence of a community so heterogencously
constituted as the church.

‘The Discussion of Debateable Questions.

Iu avother category, he shows that, if love is not a
gift of the Spirit, it is a fruit of the Spirit; and uses
other six words, with love at their head, all expressive of
this bearing quality: * Love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
genutleness, goodness, meekness, temperince’—(Gal. v.)
In contrast to this, observe that, in enumerating the works
of thie flesh, out of seventeen words used, eight are char-
acteristic of the spirit of ‘intolerance and division—
‘Hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, strife, seditions
[divisions], heresies [sects], envyings’ It is a grave
inquiry, and worthy of attention, how far the discussion
of debateable questions should be allowed in the church,
seeing it is liable to endanger the harmony and unity of
the church, by provoking some of those sanie works of the
tflesh. Rather let us be ‘rooted and grouuded in love;”
rather let us labour to be ‘knit together in love;’ rather
let us™ forbear one another in love, and endeavour to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” and thus
show that our faith works by love—the divinely appointed
‘bond of perfectness,” or perfect bond. ~On this point, the
apostolic testimony is very full ; and while neither the
knowledge of Greek, nor facility in the use of logie, is
needed to apprehend it, it is really the most difficult part
of the disciples’ work. Let us put forth all our energies .

to ensure success. If we know these things, happy are
we if we do them.

ADDRESS BY DAVID LAWSON.

Davip Lawson was the next speaker. He said he liked.
the good old Presbyterian fashion of selectiug a text as
the subject of a discourse, and he would therefore read
1 John ii. 7, 8, on which to make a few remarks,

Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an okl com-
mandment, which yo bad from the beginning. Again, 2 new command-
ment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you; because
the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth,

Eternal Life.
In his Gospel, John says This is life cternal, that they

may know ‘Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
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whom Thou hast sent.” Itisa %ﬂgﬁqir to us to know

whether we have eternaklife. We-have lt not by nature,
but” we have it_as the gift of God. If'is ari'"xmportunt
question to each of us, ¢ “Has God given me that gift 2—
shall I live for ever?’ John says in the 8d verse of this
same chapter, ‘ Hereby we do know that we know Him,
if we keep His commandments. He that saith, I kuow
Him, and keepeth not His gomimandments, is a lar, and
the truth is not in him.” Then what an important thing
it is to know what His commandments are, becausc we
cannot keep them unless we know what they ‘are.

An 0ld Commandment.
It is evidently to those commandments by the keeping

~ of which we do know that we¢ know Him that.the apostle

refers when he says, * Brethren, I write no new com-
mandment unto you, but an old commandment ;* and so
on. He built upen the foundation that had aheady been
laid. *Thou bringest strange things to our eurs,’ some
parties said ; and that. was (m.umt thelr receiving it ; but
John says that he preached no new commandment, but an
‘old commandment, which they had from the beginning.
The Apostles proceeded like cautious, prudént men in
preaching the gospel. Those who had xtchmg ears would
go and hear the apostle John if he would tell them some
new tbmg; but 1f not, they would say, “We will go to
Hymeuneus and Ph:]etus for they will give. us somethmrv
new.” John, -however, says: ‘1 write an old coummnd

ment.’ He does not tell us directly and explicitly what
the old commandment is. He leaves us to find it out,"

and T think there is sometimes a benefit in finding things
out : we think more of them, and hold them more. hrmly
after we have found them. It was an old commandment
they had heard from the beginning ; it was therefore an
old commaudnent that bad been unken frot the begiun-
ing. Not from the begiuning of the world, for they were
not there to hear ; but e»ldeutly from the begiuning of
the rroapcl Jolm wrotp to Asiaties, and they might lave

leard it when they came to worship at Jorusalem ;s we

read iu Acts i, that they did.  They might also have

heard of it from- preachers like Apollus, who went forth

from Jérusalem to  their “own cities and countries, and

preschad the ‘rm[u,l to theus, ‘x!‘l(l\\'lll"‘ oulv the l"‘l’““'“

that John preached.
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The Commandment Heard from the Beginning.

I am inclined to think that the old comumandment
which they had heard from the beginning was just this—
* Repent, fur the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  There
is an allusion to this old commandment in the third
chapter of this sume epistle, in the 11th and 12th verses,
where John says : * This is the message— [margin, ¢ com-
mandment "]—that ye heard from the beginning, that we
should love one anather. Not as Cain, who wus of that
wicked one, wnd ‘slew his brother.” Tt may be asked how
the thing T have asserted agrees with this. Is ¢ Repent,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,’ a commandment
why we should love one another t’ It is exactly so. 1t
tmeans to cease from evil, and learn to do well: to ceouse
from hating vour brother, and learn to love him.  As
explained by Jesus, let him that has two coats give one
of them to him that has none ; that is, love one another.
Observe " with what propriety it is called an old eom-
mandment. 1t is as old as the race of man, and, 1 suppuse,
a good deal older.  Cain and Abel were under it, and so
were ' the Jews. It 1s the commandment contained in
what we eall the second table of the law. The apostle
makes reference to the same commandment in the 4th and

0th verses of the first chapter. - JT.ook at the eonnection

of this with ‘ Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at
hand.” Cease to do evil, and learn to do well ; imitate
God, for in Him is no darkness at all. ¢ Fvery gool gift
and every perfect gift cometh down from above, from the
Father of Lights, with wliom is no vartableness, neither
shadow of turning.’

The Ground of Keeping the Commandments.

It is of great iniportance that we kerp God's com-
mandments on the grounds ou which He has asked us
to keep them. Some people way say : ‘1l we love one
another, is not that enough ¢ It does not matter on what
ground we keep the commandment. Is not keeping the
commandment the great thing! Is not loving one
another the main thing, whatever we believe 7 But love
is a {rait that will not grow except upon the tree of faith,
Without faith it is impossible to please Guod, Leeause
without faith it is impossible to love one another. Suppase
a Jew were to say : * Well, T think a great deal of the
law, particularly of the second table of the law, and 1 ang
132
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: disposed to keep this law, but not upon the ground on

which Moses gave it. I am not sure if God brought up-

Istacl out of Hgypt and out of the houso of bondage.’
Do you think that God would have accepted such =
keeping of the law? and do you suppose God would
accept our keeping of this law otherwise than upon the
around that the Kingdo'n of Heaven is at hand ?

The Ringdom of God at Hand.

It has been said by some that the Kingdom of God was-

at hand when John and ‘Jesus preaehed the Gospel, but
.that the rejection of Jesus by the Jews put back the
kingdom, and that after Jesus ascended to the right hand
of God the kingdlom ceased to be at hand. But do the
Scriptures not represent the kingdom as being at hand

after Jesus had been rejected by the Jews? And what do -

we make of this passage—(1 John ii, 15-18) = ‘ Love uot
tbe world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world—the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life—he is not of the Father,
but is of the world. And the world passeth away, aud the
Just thereof; but he that doeth the will of God '—that
keepeth His commandments—* abideth for ever. Little
children, it 1s the last time '—it is the Jast hour—-‘und as
ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now aro
there wuny antichrists, whereby we know that it is the
last time’ or hour. You will here observe that there is
in the first place an exhortation to keep the'commandment
to love one another ; and what is it that practically keeps
us from luving one another but the love of the world, the
undue indulgence of the lusts of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, aud the pride of life? The gratification of
these lusts makes us feel that we have not to give to him
that needeth ; and therefore the apostle wurns us against
this. that we may dény ourselves, and have to give to him
that needeth, and to do this because the world passeth
away, wheréas he that doeth the will of God abideth for
ever. ‘Make unto yourselves friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness, that when you fail they may receive you
into everlasting habitations.” John not only tells us that
the world is passing away, but that it has come to the last

- hour of the world. In Romans xiii. Paul says: * Owe no

man anything but to love one another. . . . Love worketh
no ill to his neighbour, therefore love is the fulfilling of
138

RS

A T AT BRI PR T e R




%

’

e

ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1864

)

the law. And that, knowing the time, that now it is high .

time to awake out of sleep ; for now is our salvation nearer
than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day
1s at hand.” Again he says: * Let us consider one another
to provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking the

assembling of yourselves together, as the manner of some.
is, but exhurting one another, and so much the more as
. you see the day approaching. ' ‘

Difficulties about the Kingdom being at Hand.

It may be a difficulty with some people to understand
how the kingdom can be said to have been at hand 1800
years ago, and not come yet ; but is there no difliculty on
the other side? Is it not a difficult thing, for instance,
that the day in which the kingdom was to appear was at
hand 1800 years ago, but that the kingdom itself was not
to appear ?  The apostles tell us'that the day of the ILordl

was at hand, and therefore the kingdom was also at haund.

When I have to choose between two difficulties, I always
prefer the lesser. I do ‘not see uny difficulty in this. 1
have ouly to remewmber that the apostle Peter says that

“one day is .with the Lord as a thousand years, and a

thousand years as one day,” and the difficulty vanishes. I
am bound to remember that * the Gospel of the Kingdom’
is “ the Word of the Lord;’ and I am bound to remember
that one thousand years is with the Lord as one day, and

I am bound to apply that knowledge to this fact as a -
reasonable matter. With man a few years is a long time,’

but not with God. It may be said, * We keep this old

commandment, to love another, because the kingdom is °

at hand now, and is not that just as well?’ We ull
believe in the truth that the kingdow is at hand, but we
do so on different grounds.: Some think it is at hand
because they have discovered a particular theory-—a year-
day theory, as it has been called—by which to interpret
the Bible ; and by their sagacity and knowledge they have
drawn out by inference the fact that the day of the Lord
is at hand. This may be right, and it may be wrong, but
it is not my ground of my belief; for I believe, on His
own word, that the Kingdom of God is at hand. My

Maith iu this matter does not stand on my wisdom, nor on
the wisdom and sagucity of any man, but on the explicit.

testimouny of God, and I believe it as God’s command.
134 :
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The New Commandment.

! Perhaps I may now go on with the new commandment,
Jesus says in John xiii. 34 ; * A new commandment I give
nuto you, that ye love one another, as I have loved you’
In John xv. 10 Jesus says: ' If ye keep my command-
ments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept
my Father's commandments, and abide in His love. These
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain
in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my
commandment, that ye love one anvther, as I have loved
you* Of this commandment, John says: * Which thing
1s true in bim and in you’ We have the old command-
ment in common with the Jews—with John the Baptist,
the disciples, and with at least some of the heathen, whe
had the law written in their hearts, and were a law to
themselves ; but the new commandment is altogether our
3 own—* which thing is true in him and in you.
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B The Divine Love Manifested in Jesus.

What thing is true in him? That he beheld us from
his throne of glory in the heavens, as sinners, and enemies
to Him by wicked works; and he pitied us in our low
and lost estate ; and being in the form of God, he thonght
it not, robbery to be equal with Him, but took upon him
the form of a man, and was made in the likeness of wan
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cruss. He loved us, and gave himself for us, an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling suvour;
and upon the ground of this great love he asks in return
that we love one another as he loved us. ¢ Iereby per-
ceive we the love of Christ, that he lnid down his life for

- us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the bLrethren.’
And it we lay down our lives, everything less than our
lives,  But whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his
brother in need, and shutteth up his buwels of compassion,
how dwelleth the love of God in him?’ John adds:
‘* Because the darkness is past, and the true light now
shineth.,” It formerly was involved in great darkness,
among the Jews, the heathen, and even among the dis-
ciples; but now the darkuess is past, and the true light
shineth. Never was divine, love so manifested as in the
sufferings and death of Jesus Christ. The cross was the
novn-tide of everlasting love, the meridian splendour of
divine wercy, and the sun that will never go down.
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1864

ADDRESS BY ARCHIBALD DOWIE.

Arcaisatd Dowie was next requested to address the
meeting, and gave an earnest exhortation to the brethren
to faithfulness and continued exertions in the cause of the
truth. A record of his interesting and appropriate address
has not, however, been preserved. '

ADDRESS BY GEORGE DOWIE:
A Trumpet of Warning,

Geonrce - Dowie then rose and said—After the very
agreeable - addresses and exhortations to which we have
already listened, I feel little disposed to introduce the
matters which press upon me ; and were it not that I had
weighed und determined their importance’ with deliberation
Previous to this meeting, and prepared myself to speak
upon them, I could not, after those sweet flute-notes with
which we have been blessed, introduce the perhaps harsh
sonnd of my trumpet of warning.

Origin and Constitution of the Various Churches.

We have. been uccustomed to date the origin of our
several assemblies to the lectures of Dr John Thomas, in
1848-50, when a large proportion of the earlier brethren
had their attention first directed to the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God—preached by our Lord and his apostles
as the subject of saving faith. The boud of fellowship
amongst us, us established at the first, was a common faith
in ‘the things eoncerning the Kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ,” and & subsequent immersion into
the name of the Lord. Alvng with this uniformity of
belief and practice, theve-existed, on the part of many, a

_difference of opinion on other matters, which, though

important in themselves, were not reckoned matters of

saving faith ; and the holding or expressing of them was

not regarded as antagonistic to the most cordial fellowship

it our common faith and salvation. Now, however, it is

diflerent, .
: Manifesto by ‘ The Antipas.’

We are already familiar with those cirewmstances which
accompanied the separation in Edinburgh. Sinco then,
similar veésults have been produced in other pluces’: and
Lhe progress ol these unhappy sehisms is apparent in the
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ANNUAL AGUREUATE MEETINGS—1864

assuniied, so that its original fragmentary character 1s now
being modelled into "the symmetry and proportions of a
separate community altogether. That this is the creation
of a_ new sect is apparent: they Dhave issued in théir
wanifesto, to all who read 1t,* their name and connection.
They are * The Antipas,” the head-quarters of whose testi-
wony is in 24 Cooper Institute, New York City—whose
head appears to be the teacher there, who has adepted the
soubriquet of * Antipas.” They have given their creed,

and indicated their terms of fellowsht
docutnent,.

more certain_and distinet shape the heresy has latterly

in that same
Many of the evils we have fled from they now.
resunie—a sectarian name and. basis, with a man for their
leader ; and they seem disposed to separate from them all
those who will not conform to their peculiar opinions. It
is hard to see wherein they differ from other sectaries,
except in the particular form of their creed—the same
man-following appears, the same spiritualising of nany
portions of Seripture, while the name they have assumicd

—*The Antipas’—is wade to be significant of that

“opposttion to all’ which they deem it a virtue to exercise.
c A Chahka of Rasis,

1 have no hesitation in recording my dissent from a
system which, for its support, makes even the facts of
history, and the dates of chronology, so ductile as to fit
the varying moods of a human judgment. I would not,
however, condescend to notice such matters; I would
rather have left them to the category of unauthoritative
opinions, which, whether held or not, do not affect the
faith ; but the propagators of them are not content with
so modest n place for them-—they are classed, in their
testimony and manifesto, along with those primitive and
undeniable statements of the prophets regarding the
coming of the Lord and the restoration of the Hebrew
monarchy. . The basis upon which we have hitherto built
~—the things concerning the Kingdom of God and the

~name of Jesus the Christ, as given in the Scriptures—

appears to be too ndrrow unow; for other elements are
mtroduced as_tests of fellowship. That such is the case

is Wpparent : for oge brother is denied the privileges of
brotherhood because e belisves the devil exists; another

* Yulioch Elohin: or, « Testimony on behaly of Originat Apstolic Christicnity—
Lizciecd in the Nincteenth Uentury in Uritain and Americe, By Autipas,
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1864 4

is cut off because he says that the New Jerusalemn is a
city ; and we all heard, twelve months ago, the statement
made by one, that he had no_faith in any vne who bolds
the literal system of interpretation. It is evident that
there s altogether a disposition to carry matters after a
different fashion from what we had at st all contemplated
at first ; and my conclusion from the whole is, that those
who have separated from us desire to separate, not only
in presence, but in fundamental standing, and there is
nothing we can say will prevent them. ™

The Differences in Nottingham and in Newark,
This much to point out thé dangers which threaten us
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on one side; on the other, we are met with evils less :
formidable in extent, but no less dangerous in character. il
Four years ago, the church in Nottingham was in the il
throes of ‘# revolution, which resulted in a proper assorting i

. of some very incoherent elements which had previously ';|F-’f~n _

¢ existed together there. That result was a division; but e
the parties who divided had different faiths, and therefore llltlll i
were properly set apart. With the one party—the church . 1‘;’5
presently meeting in_Little Toll Street—we have hereto- J:‘\/-,,M ¥ 'E !
fore held fellowship, for they are built on the same basis™ ikt
as ourselves ; but with the other we have had no dealings, |h L ;
forthey have ignored, as a fundamental principle, the - sk e
recognition of the estublishment of the kingdom- over iﬂr'__lu.
Israel and the nations, reckoning that not an ingredient fm-'.ﬂ

of the faith, but a part of truth which may be acquired
afterward. Hitherto theit standing bas been distmctly
enough understood, and the churches in general have had
no intercourse with them. Now, however, an exception
to this appears in the church at Newark, which, through
various means, has been induced latterly to divide, and
that on similar issues to the assembly in Nottinghum
aforesaid—a large portion taking part with those strangers
in Nottingham, yet sceking to 1dentify themselves with
us:  When in Tngland, in June last, T Lad opportunities
of intercourse with representatives of all the partics
in Newark and Nottingham, and have no hesitation in
saying that we should not change our relations at all.
- Those from whom we have boen cstranged, beeauso of
their establishing a different church basis, we shoukd stall
keep alool from fellowshitp. - Those who takos part with
“them, not. by aceident or ignorance, but with distinet
: 138
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distuict defence of their principles—do they unot shut
themselves out from our brotherhood too?  And if there
are any in any other places who follow the swne course,
are they not manifestly excluded also?  Tlis is the crror
on the other side to which I call your attention @ assuredly
as dangerous if not as menuacing as the other.

A. Choice of Courses.

What are we to do in such a crisis ? How shall we be
affected when the whole aspeet of what was once a com-
pact brotherhood is being changed? Shall we yleld to
the degrading influence of pal‘tlsmlsblp, and fall back into
sectarianisin again? Shall we yield those ‘grand apostolic
bases concerning which we have already been so confident ?
Or shall we stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has
made us free, cultivating that same simplicity in vecciving,
and valiant bearmﬂ' n defence of the Word of God, whlch
has made us what we are, and has long ago sepdr.ited us
fram the professedly Christian world ar ound us; and while
we ‘assert the right of private Ju(lﬂment on unimportant
nmatters, (,uuntmt‘f that which 1s distinetly declared for
fuith to be all uuportanb? The answer is manifest.

The Only Safe Side.

We believe that the Kingdom of God is a thevcracy
on earth, centred in Mount ZIOD whose power shall be
wielded by Jesus the Christ, his apostles, and all the
saints ; and we hold this ground in virtue of the purchase
of us by tlie blood of this Christ ; and we hope for eternal
life at his appearing and ngdom. We have the honour
of being heirs with him of the glory and honour of the
world to come; and having this hope, we seek to purify
ourselves, as he is pure. And all this we Lelieve, and do
and hope for, because it is plainly declared and taught in
the Word of God. It is by taking that oracle m its
simple and obvious sense that we have learned anything;

“and we have, therefore, such thorough confidence in the

*words’ of God, that we would rather abide by them in
a wonderfully literal sense, even at the risk of being deemed
extremists: It is the only safe side in such matters; and
though some of us be cut off or put out of the fellowship
of our former friends on this account, yet the rest canuot
sympathise with such exeision.
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The Prizé;

The “ prize’ to be vained is ‘ the high [or exalted] call-

ing of God in Christ Jesus.” What that means you all

understand : 1t i1s no less than eternal life, glory, and
dominton in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ in his
everlasting kingdom. What a treasure! The course may
appear long, rough, and wearisome, and we may have to
ear many annoyances, and deny oursclves many alluring
pleasures ; but all these things, present and” behind, are
temporal : the joy and glory to come are eternal, and
surely worth any sacrifice that wortals can reuder.

" The End of the Race. .
And after all, are we asked to do more than men of th2

world frequently submit to for the treasures of this age ¥

How often do we see them forsaking lhome and all its
comforts to endure hardship and toil in a strange land, to
endure—what? A few years of such enjoyment as this
world's goods can give. And how often s even that cup
of ephenieral pleasure dashed from their lips ere they have
tasted its sweetness 7 I shall never forget an instance of
this sort, whicly occurred in September 1857.  The United
States steatu-ship, Central America, bound for New York
with the Pacific mails, foundered off Cape Hatteras. The
passengers and crew nuinbered 625 persons. The -great

bulk of them. were returning homeward. from the mines-

of California, hoping to spend the rest of their life in
comfort. “The wealth on board was immense—upwards
of two millions of dollars, which the possessors were now
fain to throw away lest its weight should increase their
danger. Full purses and treasure belts were hurriedly
cast aside by those who, & few minutes Lefore, would have
struck down the man who dared to steal the smallest
portion. About 500 perished in the waves. No such
mishap can befall the treasure for which we run.  And if
men endure such hardships to gain a reward so uncertain,
and at the best so short in duration, what shame and
confusion shall cover us in the day of the Lord Jesus, if
we grow weary and faint by the way, or for some sensual
gratification, Esau-like, lose our inheritauce ! The end of
the race is ‘ the appearing of the Iord;’ for, * when Le
who is our life shall appear, we also shall appear with hiu
i glory.’ A -
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ADDRESS BY WILLIAM LAING.

Witnian Lag next addressed  the mectiﬁg. Alter
referring to lis satisfuction with the whole proceedings,
and his concurrence with the principles advanced Ly the
previous speakers—particulurly with the addresses of
A. Fordyce and J. Camcron—he spoke substantially as
follows :— '

The Rule Laid Down by Paul.
The brother who spoke last, in referring to certain

evils existing in relation to the brotherhood, enunciated:
tbe inquiry, * And what shall we do?’ The propoer answer

. to that question appears to me to be what Paul says he

was determined to do : * This one thing I do; forgetting
the things that are behind, and reaching furth to those
things that are before, I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Clrist Jesus” Ile
enjoins his brethren to walk by the same rule, to mind the
same thing.” It is nobt simply unity in the abstract that
he énjoins when he speaks of ¢ the same rule.” The “rule’
he refers to s that which he had just indicated as his own
guide—namely, ‘ forgetting what was behind, aud reuching
torth to what wus before.” . Therefore, hie suys, ¢ Brethreu,
‘be followers together of me. -

Competing for the Prize.

These words, ‘reaching forth, are mosL expressive in
the Greek, and denote the most extreme earnestness, like
that of the racer in competing for the prize ; or the thirsty
camel, which; travelling over the burning desert sands,
catches n glimpse of water in the distance, and, with out-
stretched neck and eager eye, increases ils speed to the
utmost litnits of its remaining strength. With similar
ardour did the apostle of the Geutiles pursue the race set
before him ; and the best thing for us to do in all circtun-
stances, is to imitate his exainple.  When we Lear of evils
here, and defections there, we are not to sit down by the
way and weep, while the prize is still ungained. No; but,
taking warning from the errors of others, let us keep the
prize in view, and allow nothing, either pleasaut or painful,
to divert our attention or abate our ardour in running the

race set before us.
. 110
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demned already—the children_ of wrath. But we have
entered into a new position. We have escaped from con-
demnation of death through Christ, and must fight the
good fight of faith, that we may lay hold on eternal life.
It is we, then, who are placed upon trial, and accordingly
as we bear the trial will be awarded to us the blessedness
of hin that endureth to the end.

. - A Question of Expediency.

TroxMas WiLsoN expressed his gratification at what had
been said, with the exception of George Dowic’s paper,
which he thought was ili-judged. '

Arcusap Dowrg—I do not think the expression of
warning against a seen evil should be looked upon with
suspicion, The things dune are before us, but we do not
see all the consequences. Qur brother has done well. The
Scriptures contain warning as well as consolation, and we
should take both. Feur no man; deal kindly with all
Deal faithfully with the truth which we have ourselves
confessed. :

W. Lamve—We can find no fault with the right or law-
fulness of introducing such matters as have been referred
to, but we may question the expediency of doing so. It
is this I understand Brother Wilson to take objection to,

T. Wilson—Exactly so.

D. Lawson—There is danger of a wrong impression.
They who build up the church are like those wha built
Jerusalem in the days of Ezra. Some like only the
trowel ; it is as well to have the sword also.

. The Kingdom of God at Hand.

- A. Forpvce—There are two views of the Kingdomn of
God. One is, that the kingdom was set up on the day
of Pentecost ; the other, that it was set up during the
This latter is an
old theory, but now apparently held by some, although i
a limited sense. Those among us who hold this doctrine
arc many. Their doctrine is, that the Kingdom of God
was uigh, or come, when Christ was manifested to Isracl.
Jesus of Nazareth is not the king in the ovdinary sense
i which » king is the head of a human dominion, but tho
root andd eause and mainspring of the whole matter, and
therefore comprehiensively spoken of as ‘ the Ningdom of
our father David - ~(Mark xi. 10)- which in himn came
S t
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GENERAL REMARKS.

David Christie.

Daviv Curisrie said—Beloved brethren, though I feel

- somewhat impelled to say something, yet it is with some

degree of trepidation that I essay to address brethren on
such an occaston as this. I have been considerably grati-
fied to-day with what I have seen. I have be:n pleased
to hear the simplicity of the faith referred (o so frequently,
and what we consider absolutely necessary to be believed
to become competitors for the glcrisus prize. These
things have been stated with such «n amount of precision,
that it would seem to plac2 those who let such statements
pass in the position of tacitly assenting to them as their
understanding of the matter. There has been reference
to attacks on the simplicity of the faith by forms of speech
not to be found in Seripture. Various things have been
referred to as tending to turn aside those who run the race.
We have heard of the necessity of believing the Gospel
concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus

- the Christ. With this I fully concur. We require to

believe thoss things, and to confess them; and then,
having done so, to be baptised for the name of Jesus
Christ. Among other evils, we have found that it has
been Maintained, that persons who have first been baptised
and afterwards believed, are counted among believers.

This_is_an_evil which we ought to set our faces firmly
against, seeing there are various places where congrega-

tions, professing to _be Baptised Believers, have admitted
tlié_gé"\"ilic}'_ygl:g_.not baptised after believing., In regard
to our fellowship and the basis of it, that has been set
befare us with sufficient explicitness. When we meet with
one who believes the gospel, and has been baptised after
believing, we dare not refuse his fellowship ; and as little
dare we accept the fellowship of such as have not followed
this course. Those who are of this mind feel that with
such they are bound up in one bundle; they are one
household ; .their sympathies, hopes, avd feelings are all
alike, They rejoice to be in the company of such ; and
such being their position, they ought to stimulate one
another in the Christian race. This, brethren, is a time
of trial to us. This is sometimes said concerning the
men of the world in general. They are, however, con-
142
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demned already—the children of wrath. But we have.

entered into a new position. We have escaped from con-
demnation of death through Christ, and must fight the -

good fight of faith, that we may ]ay hold on etenml life.

[t, is we, then, who are placed upon trial, and accordingly

as we bear the trial will be awarded to us the blessednebs

of him tha,t. endureth to the end.

_ A Question of Expediency.
Troyas WiLsoN expressed his gratification at what had

been said, with the exception of George Dowie's paper,.

which he thought was ill-Judged.

ArcuBaLp Dowig—I1 do not think the .expression of

warning "against a seen evil should be looked upon with
suspicion, “The things duue are before us, but we do not
see all the consequences. Our brother has du qe well. The
Scriptures contain warning as well as consolation, and we

should take Loth. Fear no man; deal kindly with all
Deal faithfully with the trath Whlch we have ourselves

confessed.

W. Laing—We can find no fa.ult. with the right or la\»-

fuluess of introducing such matters as have beeu referred
to, but we may questlon the expediency of doing so. It
is this I understand Brother Wilson to take ObJELtloll to,

T. Wilson—Exactly so.

D. Lawson—There is danger of a wrong lmpressmn
They who:build up the church are like those who_built
Jerusalem in the days of Ezra. Some like only the
trowel ; it is as well to have the sword also.

. The Kingdom of God at Hand.

A FORDYCE—TheI‘e are two views of the Kingdom of

God. Oue is, that the kmgdom was set’ up on the day
of Pentecost ; the other, that it was set up during the
ministry of the Lord Jesus on earth. This latter is an
old theory, but now apparently held by some, although’ in
a limited sense. Those among us who hold tlus doctrme
are many. Their doctrine is, “that the Kingdom of God
was uigh, or come, when Chrlsb was manifested to Tsracl:
Jesus of Nazareth is not the king in the ordinary sense
in which a king is the head ()f a huaman dominion, but the
root and eanse and mainspring of the whole matler, and
therefore u»lnplcht}lmn@]) spol\cn of as “the Kingdom of
our father David—(Murk xi. 10)—which in him  cume
: 143
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“nigh’ eighteen hundred years ago, not for development,
but for offer by proclamation as an individual inheritance.
This is the Kingdom of God as presented then to the
peaple as a thing of which there is no remnant. 1t is no
good news to us at all that the Kingdom of God was
maunifested eighteen hundred years ago. It is our duty
still to look for that kiugdow, saying, ‘Thy kingdom
come.” The coming of the Lord Jesus 1 his kingdom is
our joy and our hope-—our gospel.

Keeping the Word Pure,

I have introduced the keeping pure and entire the
apostolic and prophetic word. I may give suine more
examples. I find it said the Scriptures must be inter-
preted’ This is the oldl Roman Catholic doctrine—
namely, that the Bible, without the interpretation of the
teaching body in the church, is a curse and not a blessiny.
The word of God—*Thou shalt surely die’—is thus
turned into * Ye shall not surely die.” But ¢ blessed is he
that rEapETH and they that mear the words of the pro-
pheey of this book.” Let us hold to this first principle—
that the Word of God, uninterpreted, is the foundation
of our faith and hope. ‘

Remembering the Word Spoken.

It has been remarked already, that hcresies, and other
sins of a similar kind, are among the works of the flesh.
Heresy is a choosing. We are purchased, and we cannot
do as we like. Elections in the world may be tolerated,
but we who have given ourselves to God have not the
liberty to do as we like. By the strongest ties we are
bound to do what Jesus commands us. Hence all attempts
at division, corruption of God’s Word, &ec., must bring
upou us the condemnation of the Lord at his coming,
Divisions arise from contention about words to no profit. -
Hear what Jude says in regard to what had come upon

the church : * Remeinber ye the words which were spoken.’

Ave these words sufficient for us to keep us in the truth?
I heartily recommend every one to keep to these words.
Study them more. The more we study, the wiser we
become. I have generally found that those who have
been easily led away have been persons who were not
Bible readers. Muauy are not Bible readers as they ought
to be. There is a great want of that close and earnest
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ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1864

searching of the Word of God which is necessary to
enable us to stand fast~in the faith. We should take some
means, as if studying a science, and appropriate a certain
portion of our time to this important work, so that the
word of Christ might dwell in us richly in all wisdom, and
enable us to approximate to the perfect man of Geod,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

Alexander Davidson,

Avexanper Davipson-—I  enjoy very iuch to hear
brethren speak so faithfully of the daungers into which we
may fall. * Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at band,
seems to embody that truth; and in that kernel there is
all thuse commandments of the Lord Jesus which he gave
to his disciples. * Yo have heard that it was written ; but
I say unto you. And while he repeats and quotes the
Jaw, his gospel presents -finer shades of the same morality.
In his doctrine of godliness there is the gospel. 1 think
we cannot have that too much impressed on our minds.
The gospel is not merely a testimony for our belief and
acceptance, but it embodies the whole doctrine of the Lord

Jesus Christ. This commandment he gave us: while it .

had been said of old, * Thou shalt not commit adultery, I
say unto you, whosoever looketh upon a woman to lust
after her, hath committed adultery with her already in his
heart.” This example conveys iy meaning. 1 have been
bewildered by giving heed to the writings and command-
ments of men, and I rejoice that I have been so far
delivered from this evil, and been led to value the estimate
which the apostle Paul ptit upon the divine word: ‘I

commend you to God and the word of His grace, which is
~ able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among

them who are sanctified.” Let us be studiously careful to
keep the simple ordinances which God has appointed.
Never let us be absent while our legs are able to carry us
to the assembly of the saints.

William Smith,

WitLiam SwmrtH expressed the gratification he felt at
being present, and the instraction he had derived from the
words which had been spoken. He would have much to
think upon and speak about for many days to como. 1Ile
thought such gatherings might with advantage take place
more frequently.
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' SUMMING UP BY THE CHAIRMAN. .
The procecdings were completed by the following
summing up by Brother John Duncan - —
An Encouraging Meeting.

It is now full time that this prolonged meeting should
be brought to a close. It has in many respects been a

“satisfactory and cheering meeting, caleulated to impress

on all of us truths of the very highest importance for our
regulation in this dark and disordered world.

The One Body.

We have had chiefly before us these things—that we
are a body, one and indivisible, and that it 1s by God’s
Word that we have our being and sustenance. We are
one body. ¢ By one Spirit we are all baptised into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or
free ; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.’
In our baptism into Christ we have been made members

one of another, even as we are members of Christ—* of his

body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” How can we seck to

‘break ‘that wondrous unity? How can any tear them-

selves away from oneness with those who are in Christ
Jesus, who sitteth at the right hand of God, and who is
even oue with the Kather? f ’

Divisions and their Causes.

Surely there are some great errors underlying these
ruptures aud divisions which we so deeply deplore. Assur-
edly, if it were manifested to ourselves, us we. hope it will
be manifested to the world some day, that we are the sons
of God, division and separation couﬁi never suggest them-
selves to our minds; we would purify ourselves us He is
pure; we would esteem one amother with an unfailing
love, and endure all things for those who are truly princes,

and shall be kings in the kingdom that God hath prepared .

for them that love Him. May it not be that we honour
each other on a false basis, or that we, in bestowing our
honour, do not have a sufficient respect for the hounour
that cometh from God only? Aund may it not be this
that causes these schisms and divisions and heresies which
have been alluded to to-day? Oue is honoured, it may
be, for unwearying solicitude for the afllicted ; another for
bis successful labours in the defence and propagation of
146
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the faith ; another for his glowing eloquence and fervour,
which mukes our heafts burn within us in contemplation
of the love wherewith God hath loved us, and in prospect
of the glory to be revealed in us at the appearing of our
coming Lord, It is right that we should esteem and
honour those who labour diligently in the Lord ; assuredly
there is u time coming when they shall be honoured in
the presence of God and the holy angels. But are we
not apt to overlook that these are but small titles to
honour---such titles as we can earn for ourselves—com-
pared with the title to honour which we all possess—the
strongest with' the weakest, the most gifted with the least

gifted of all, an honour which cometh from God, which we -

have all received from Him, in that we are the sons and
daughters of the Lord God Almighty. Moethinks if we
could honour each other truly as such, and care for cach
other truly as such, no knowledge, no skill in unlocking
mysteries, no faith, though it could remove mountains, no

tongue of men or of angels, should rend the body of

Christ, who gave himself for it, that he might present it
to himself a glorious chureh, not having spot or wrinkle
or any such thing ; but that it should be holy and without
Llemish in the presence of his glory. '

Keeping the Word Pure.

‘The other subject which has been pressed on our minds
may very well be summed up thus: ‘The words of the
Lord are puré words; as silver tried in a farnace of earth,
purified seven times.” It is a true inference that, since the
Scriptures are given by inspiration, the Seripture words,
or their exact literary equivalents, are the best words that
can be used for the setting forth of any Scriptural matter ;
and the surest condemnation of any separate teaching, or
system of teaching, is that it calls for a new vocabulary
and an artificial method of understanding the Scriptures.
The words of the Lord are not random or imperfect words.
As silver is tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times, so cvery one of them is pure and tried, and most
surely sets forth what God wishes to couvey by it. The
rcligious world does not so regard God’s words, and lence
arbitrary systems of interpretation have sprung up, based
upon some human teacher who is supposed to have found
the key, but who truly is only ‘sib’ to them who have
u7

Wiy




.
e A R e L e

it a i e TS

+
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taken away the key of knowledge. We have met this
error again and again, and are ready to face it still. 1t
exalts man to be our rabbi, our leader, our master, when
we should call no man on carth master.  We have one
Master, who is in lieaven. The errors around us, with
which we have struggled and battled, and which we have
striven to rid ourselves of, mostly spring from artificial
methods of distilling meaniugs from the Seriptures, which
the Scriptures do not freely yield ; and it is much to be
regretted that danger should accrue to the brotherhood
from such methods—methods from which they had to
some extent been freed. Some apply the rack and torture
to one part of the Scriptures, to make them utter a mean-
ing that spontaneously they never profess; others torture
*another portion with the same fruitless result. . And no
one has any right to claim for his system of interpretation
a superiority over that of any other. All have their
origin in the thinkings of the flesh, which is not subject
to the expressed will—the Word of God—neither indeed
can be. Qur only course is that which has been so
forcibly urged and re-urged upon us, that we should hold

- fast by the Scriptures, which are given by inspiration; and

o
are profitable to make the man of God perfect aud

thoroughly furnished for every guod work. The glosses
and words of men can never profit us as these will do.
Heunece let us more and more be Bible readers and students
of God’s words. Other words may please us better, but
they are not reliable; God’s words are pure words, and
have no dross or imperfection in them.

The Psalms and their fnapiration.

This brings me to the Psalms, which a brother has
mentioned in connection with this question. It seems
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and eternity will, disclose—of this nature. It is said the S i{
Psalms -are iuspired, but they cannot be understood ina pRpLiaE
literary and critical aspect ; that the words of God in the LY ,E; '
Psalms, divinely breathed, are words which, understood in SN i ;
a literary way (as words must be understood), do not con- e fgf ek
voy God’s meaning. I am glad that the whole tone and gr VR
tenor of the addresses to-day has been against this view. I
It is wn untrue and ignorant assertion. The Psalms either i e 4
are iuspired, and therefore fully equal and ready for any {fﬁ: 324
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literary or eritical trial, and quite able, in a literary point
of view, to set forth what they were chosen by God
to express; or they are defective as words, and therefore
not inspired. But if God’s tried and chosen words cannot
express God's meaning, then sure I am that the unskilled
words of those who ave not inspired never can approximate
to that result. I will say more. I have, during a con-
siderable space of time, made the Psalms an especial part
of study, and I have sought to know what their inspired
words mean, looking at the matter in a literary and critical
point of view; and often, when I have most slowly and
laboriously spelled out the meaning of & Psalm in a literary
manner, have I been struck with its entire and unexpected
agreement with some other Scripture which quoted it, but

which I had refrained from referring to in my painstaking
examination. I have searched it in the Psalms, and have
found that there it certainly holds true that the words of
God are pure and tried words, like silver purified in a
furnace of earth seven times. Therefore do I repel, with
my entire force, the human teaching, fraught with peril
and danger, that the words of God are imperfect, although
inspired. . Such teaching at once reflects the imperfections
upon Him by whose inspiration we have received the

Scriptures. v
The Sum of the Whole M;tter.

The sum of all is this: we are few in number—some
here; some there, taken out from among the (rentiles to
bear the name of the Lord. Let us walk worthy of our
high calling. We are one, and we ure complete in. one,
Christ, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily. We have one Father, who is in heaven ; we have
one Redeemer, who died for us, and vow ever liveth, who
is our advocate in the presence of God. Let us search
the Scriptures, for in them we have eternal life :-they
testify of him who hath the keys of hades and of death.
‘We may learn slowly, but let us learn well, that every
thought may be in subjection to Christ. We may have
difticulties—in patience they will prove no difliculties, but
the great bulwarks of our faith. We may be in danger—
- let us look to him who overcame, although, like him, we
overcome by dying. Iet us humble ourselves—Oue will
lift us up. Iiet this mind be in us which was in Christ
Jesus, that he humbled himself through niany stages even
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unto the death of the cross, so that we may do nothing in
strife or vain-glory, but in lowliness of wind esteems each
other better than ourselves. He who will be great must
serve ; he who will be greatest must be the servant of all.
Arc we despised of men? What of 1t, if we are not
despised of God, who loved us, and gave His Son a pro-
pitiation for our sins?  What are men who despisn us 7—
can they compare with us in our destiny or our name?
We are men ; but we are not only men—we are members

of the great fumily in heaven and in earth. What that .

means will be maunifest some day, to the astonishment; it
may be, of both men and angels. May God grant us,
according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that we,
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to com-
prehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length,
and depth, and height ; and to know the love of Christ,

which passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with ull
the fulness of God.

As usual, the proceedings were agreeably varied and
enlivened by the occasional singing of ¢ psalms, and hymns,
and spiritual songs’ in barmony with the importaut
themes which engaged the attention of the company ; and
all the differsnt exercises of the duy were carried out in
a spirit of the greatest good-will and brotherly kiuduess.
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1865..

The meeting was this year held in Edinburgh, in the
Union Hall, 98 South Bridge. There was nn unusually
Jarge attendance of brethren and sisters from a distance,
and the proceedings, as a whole, .were of a particularly
pleasant and profitable character. It proved, indeed, a
season of great refreshing to all who were present, and
was not soon forgotten.

The Vlsitorg.

There were 16 brethren from & distance present, in
addition to the members of the Edinburgh meeting—as
follows :—

CroggcaTrs—dJohn Muir.

LayARk —James Murmy, Rubert Mur-
Curan—Archibald Dowie.

my, and Thomas Murray.

Duspre—~William Bain, Johu Duncan, | Mustsres—William Clement and Cath- -

David Lindsay, and Anne Miln. erine Bennet,
Grascow—Margaret Wright. Newnurcu—David Lawson.
Havirax—John Wilson, SwaNsea—Richard Goldic.

TRANENT—CGeorge Kerr.

The Edinburgh Brethren and Sisters.

The Edinburgh brethren and sisters present were as
follows :— :

Elizabeth Adam, Robert Archibald, James Caueron, Mrs Cameron,
Mirs Campbell, James Cleghorn (Musselburgh), Jobn Davidson, Mrs
Davidson, Alexander Davie, George Dowie, Mrs Dowie, John Fleming,
Mrs Hay, Ann Hogg, Mrs Hughes, James Kerr, Mrs Kerr, Jane Kirk-
land, William Laing, Mrs Laing, James Lawrie, Mrs Lawrie, George
Macbain, James Massie, Mrs Massie, Margarct M‘Kechnie, Robert Miller
{Bathgate), Grierson G. Mitchell, Mrs Mitchell, William Norrie, John R.
Norrie, Andrew Pearson (Dewarton), Isabella Pearson, Barbura Tod,
James Watson, Mrs Watson, William Watson, Thomas Wilson, William
Wilson, and Mrs Winter.

Much regret was expressed that Brother and Sister
Bingley, from Chicago, who were at that time paying =
round of visits to the brotherhood in this country, and
who had been in Edinburgh during the previous weck, and
had 'several times met with the brethren there, werc

unable to remain over the Sunday, in conscquence of
previous engugements.
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SATURDAY.

Preliminar& Arrangements.

According to usual custom, a preliminary meeting was il
held on the evening of Saturday, 10th July, in the house b
of George Dowie, 12 Beaumont Place. On this occasicn ‘; ¥
the presence of two brethren and a sister from Wales,
who were typical of all that is best in the Welsh char-
acter, and who had previously been persoually unknown to
the great bulk of the brethren, gave an added zest to the
enjoyment at the preliminary gathering. At this meeting
the programme of the pruceedings was decided upon, and
other necessary arraungements made—Thomas Wilson, of
Edinburgh, being appmnted to presxde at the afternoon
meeting.

A S A T A RO B e WL T

Tracts.

The subject of the preparation and printing of a supply
of tracts, for the purpose of making known the truth, was gy
taken into consideration, and a number of suggestions _ g
bearing upon the matter were submitted, and very fully &
entered into. The result of a somewhat lengthy deliber-
ation by the brethren was a unanimous opinion that it was
desirable that those tracts which had been found useful,
2 and were still on hand, should be advertised in the .Mes-
senger ; that others, also deemed useful, but now out of
o print, should be re-issued ; that brethren and churches
should be communicated with to ascertain whether the
, demand for any particular tract was sufficient to warrant
| : its publication ; and that this duty should be assigned to
Brother William Norrie, who should also be appointed
to superintend the printing and supply of such tracts, so
that brethren and churches might give their orders to
him. It was also recommended that ezch church should
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institute a fund for the support of tract publication, which , i3 { E
fund could be used for the distribution of those tracts il Lt
| deemed most serviceable. '| g
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-SUNDAY.

FORENOON.

The forenoon meeting commenced at eleven o’clock, and
was devoted chiefly to praise, prayer, reading of the Serip-
ture, the observance of the Lord’s Supper, and brotherly

exhortation.

The Breaking of Bread.

Previous to the breaking of bread, David Lawson,
accordance with the arrangements that had been made,
offered a few appropriate observations.

After this mstitution had been attended to, John Dun-
can followed with some rei‘nal‘ks. also re‘]zxting to the death
of the Christ, tn which he dwelt particalarly upon {he
record that God hath given us eternal life.

N .
Jee ')/~

Two letters—one from the meeting in Edward Street,? /3. y
. L W C e

Birmingham, and the other from that m 280 George
Street, Glasgow—were read to the meeting by the
Secretary. o :

The brethren separated at one o'clock, when there was
an interval of an hour and a half.

\ AFTERNOON.

The afternvon sedernnt was opened at half-past two by
a simple but sufficient repast.

Pgalm Composed for the Occasion. -

This having been disposed of, George Dowie read the
following psalm he had. composed for the occasion :—

Speak out, ye children of the Mighty Oue, speak out!
In munly speech express His praise ; with ardent song
Givé utterance to gratitude. And let each softer note
OF marmuring descant flourish gloriously.

Qur Father is Tur Lorn,  1le, Isracl's God, Supreme,
Inconiprehensible, dwelling in light, porvading all:

Sustaining, guiding, and restraining evoery one;

Soureo of all powor, all wisdom, and all virtue pure:

With Him-the spring of life, with Iim the care of all mankind.
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His myriad -mr'c]s—mlghty ones, or those who watch the cradied babe,
With wakeful car, and with good liand to help, attend ou every side;
Their clustering numbers chain the earth to heaven.

Most careful they to whisper our half-breathed requests

F¥rom mouth to mouth in rising grades up to the car of God :

‘While our thin canticle, by their rich voice borne up,

Is Llown in glowing harmonies within the hall of heaven.

This world and its concerns, in heaven and earth, are all
In angel bands. Their ministry is constant, und their help
Is ever at our hand

0 who can tell

_ _ What mind can sum them up, what voice recount

& The guards from danger, and the provident escapes

; Of even one hour, vouchsafed by God our Frieud ?

Ho is the Father of us all ; His power immenso ;

His wisdom is unsearchable, His goodnesa baffles thought.

Joyful the service of His servants, and sublime their placc-—

Or in the earth, or air, or by the throne of God.

Yea, oft we ﬁnd ourselvea befriended when we least

Expect the service. - Hore a-stranger, there unknown

And unrevealed, we yet, through God's good grace,

Are served by stianger hands, and blessed by stranger lips,

By men the Lord has set in phce—men whom the Lovd

A With Father care has touched in heart, to ope their door,

i To spend theif store, to give their time to hospitality.

" And often, too, the thonghtless prattle of a child,

‘When nothing else could do, is used to warn us flom destruction
In a dreadful form. By such unseen help the angels serve.

. The jostle of an angel in the crowd of men has oft
Determined how that crowd would turn, and what would do.
Chief over all this service those séven eyes of God,

‘Which, ever running to and fro, discern the evil und the good ;
Dlscern the need, and prompt the act which ean supply

Thus God Ommpotent, the Master of all powers and ministry,
Gives charge unto His angeis who rejoice to serve; by them upheld,
We cannol dush our feet arralnst the stonwwwe cannot fall,
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We praise Thee, Holy God ;. we sing to Thco, we bless Thy name,
For all Thy providence, for all Thy care, Thy vigilance, Thy love
Unceusing, thus displayed. . And we rejoice to know
That thus Thine angels watch all those who ave thine Lieirs— -
Heirs of Thyself, Jomb-hen's th.h Chnsn.
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All things are ours; the prcsent and the past—apostles, pmphcts saints.
Isaial’s g!owmg odes und Paul's sententious lore for us are written,
And for us preserved. And even those signs which Duanicl saw—
Those mystic deeds extravagant by which Hosea startled Tsrael—

Aro written to instruct us in Thy ways, and show Thy purpose sure.
Not only for the suffering Qreeks were healing hands
Employed by early saints; not only cordial oil administered
By eurly elders, that those mortal lives might have their span prolonged;
But chief that we, the people of & distant age and foreign clime,
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Might know, when spoken truth had waxen cold, and sere tradition
Could noe more inform us, might have facts tq show

That even these strangers of the Gentiles were preserved,

And fed, and caréd for by Isvael’s God.

He ia the Saviour of all men, but specially of those

Who are His children by the faith in Christ.

All things are ourz. - The world to come is ours;
That glorious world wherein the excelling goodness of the Lord
1s made more excellent ; that world wherein the truth
Shall be made paramount ; wherein the right shall rule :
Wherein the- peace distributed to all shall bless their lives ;
A world wherein that life shall net be overborne ’
By stern, relentless death, which now lolds terror o'er us all.
That blesséd world is built of truth and rightovusness,
Aund garnitured with life and peace. .And it is ours ;
Qury, not to wander in as strangers, nor be served,
As if such service were required ; far less to feel ourselves
Degraded by our helplessness, which sometimes courts despair,
And at the best gives way to discontent or sloth.
No wore the angel hands shall regulate, no more the power invisible
Control. The sons of God made munifest—the glorious ones -
Who shine with Heaven's lustre, and who wicld Heaven's power,
The sons of men, immortalised and beantified—shall then
Dispense Heaven’s benison ; not in a fitful stewardship,
As now it sometimes is doled out ; but with a steady life of love,
So long’s the sun shall shine, and measure days and ycars to other men,
And while the moon with silver sheen reflects its light, to cndless time,
The royal children shall- dispense their Father’s bounty wide and far,
At once the boon of Abraham and gift of Abraham's God.

This is our hope : it is a joy to have such hope.
This changeful life—so short, so pointless, and so sad—
Affords not Lalf employment for that power and life
Which God has given us. And were-our time cut off A
At such' a little measure us four-score, we had not well begun
The grand designs which ripening age of virtue has marked out.

- Within this porch of life—this vestibule of time—

We must be diligent ; we must put off the woildly cares
And tawdry raiment of this age; and with anotlier care
Array ourselves complete ; that when My Lord shall come,
And call us to his royal rooms, and galleries magnific,

We muy not feel ashamed to enter in.

This kingdom comes anon.
Yes—hark ! we almost hear the sound, the rousing call,
¢ Behold, the Bitdegroom comes —go forth to mieet the Lord !’
Amd are we ready now ? and have wo conlidence
To say with all our heart, * Cowe, Lord !
Lord Jesus, yuickly come '
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ADDRESS BY WILLIAM LAING.

W. Lamvu then addressed the meeting as follows on the
subject of

The Disciples’ Position in Relation to Peace and Mutual Edification.

 Think not,’ said Jesus to his disciples, when foretelling
the evils that awaited them on their mission of love—
“ think not that I am come to send peace on earth. I am
come not to send peace, but a sword” Such would be the
s : effect of the proclamation of his truth winong men : such
| the antagonism of the despisers of his gospel to those who
gladly received it, that the close ties of friendship and
kindred would be snapped asunder, and ‘a man’s foes
~ would be those of his own lousehold ;* and the fidelity
of the disciple would be put to the severest test. Tlls
of this nature are bad enough to bear, and many may
have sunk under them ; and yet there are evils more
; oo oppressive and deleterious still—I mean strife and division
. within the church of God.:
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The Divisions in the Churches.
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Looked at in the abstract, such evils would appear an
impossibility. Haviag one hope, one Lord, one faith, one
o baptism, one God and Father of all, the idea of disunity

P _ among the disciples of the Lord Jesus seems an absurdity ;
SR but the ideal here, as elsewhere, differs from the real. The
L : apostolic epistles to the churches bear sufficient evidence
that even at that early date—when the ardour of young
love might be supposed to prevent any scope for disaffec-
. tion, and when the personal superintendence of the
apostles of Christ might be judged sufficient to forbid -the
appearance of division—there were schisms, contentions,
and litigations among the members of the body of Christ.
And, beloved, have not we to deplore the existence of the
same evil at the present time, and in connection with our
L own experience ? Is it not the case, that those who are
i distinguished from the scets of so-called Christendom by
L faith in the Gospel of the Kingdom of God and the pame
of Jesus Christ, have, in several places, become as strangers

to each other, so that they refuse to break the saine loaf
+ "and drink the same cup?
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Seeking Peace,

Brethren, I wish to indulge in no recriminations or to
occupy the time with vain regrets. ‘The night is far
spent, the day is at hand,” and those who are blameworthy
for these things shall soon be made manifest. My object
at present is to stir up and strengthen the determination
of all present to ‘keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.” In doing so, I would call to your remembrance
the injunction of the apostle of the Gentiles, * Let us
therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and
things wherewith one may edify another’—(Rom. xiv. 19).
The term here translated :follow’ expresses more than

..the common use of the word *follow’ represents. Its

import is better expressed in 1 Peter iil. 11 : ¢ Seek peace

“and pursue it It means to pursue with persevering
- ‘determination, to follow after the object of pursuit with

the ardour and persistence by which the avenger of blood
dogs the footsteps of the homicide. = With similar zeal
and perseverance, without - the malignity, the apostle
exhorts us to / follow after the things that wake for peace,
and things wherewith one may edify another” Like many
other exhortations in these epistles, it partakes of a general '
character, but at the same time is specific enough to be
used on fitting occasions. The things that are conducive
to peace and mutual edification are not enumerated ;

because the intelligent believer is supposed to be able to

. - D - . . . -
discern them as they appear in different circumstances.

If our mind is bent on the pursuit of such objects, we
shall seldom be at a loss to discover what coursue to pur-
sue. "Indeed, in all matters that we set our hand to, in
relation to the brotherhood, we should pause and consider
whether it will tend to the furtherance of these objects—

" mutual peace and edification. Were this injunction fol-

lowed by all who believe the gospel of Christ, what reason
we would have for rejoicing this day!

Subjection to One Another,

One thing which appears to me conducive to peace and
edification in the church of God is a willing subjection of
ayrselves one to another.  Not only should the youngoer
submit themsclves to the elder, but all aro enjoinud by
Peter to be subjeet one to another, and to bo clothed with
67
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hamility.  To the same end writes Paul = ¢ Let nothing be
done through strife or vaiu-glory, but in lowliness of mind
let each esteem other better than themselves” In the
fellowship of the gospel there are no distinctions of rank
or privilege—* Onc 1s your master, even Christ, aud ye arve
all brethren” The disciples are forbidden to call others
‘Rably,” or to be called so themselves. “The fellowship
of the gospel’ is, in other words, a mutual participation in
all the privileges and honours of the household of faith.
This circumstance 1s by no.means to be set aside, or
atfected by differences of wutual endowinent, or possession
of this world’s goods. As children of Guod, we ave exactly
on the same level—‘we are all tho children of God Ly
faith in Christ Jesus;’ ‘and whatever one possesses more
than another, he is bound to communicate the same to him
that needs it. * He that is greatest among you,” said our
Lord, ‘let him be the servant of all.” While, in the world,
the man of wealth and mental powers makes all others
yield to him, in the church of God we must all be subject
one to another. If oune be stronger than his fellow, he is
called upon to bear his weuker brother’s burden, and so
fulfil the law of Christ. Lo

Special Topics to be Aveided.

Another thing that is conducive to peace and edification
is the avoidance of a frequent introduction of topics for
which we may have a peculiar liking ourselves, but whiclh
are held in different esteem by our breihren. T do uot
recommend that such tapies should never be introduced (o
the notice of our brethren ; by no means.  Being ourselves
impressed with the worth or truth of any matter, our love
to the bretliren impels us to bring it before their notice,
and submit to their consideration intelligible reasons for
its acceptance ; but what I speak aguinst is the frequent
introduction of such matters when they are kuown to be
distasteful. To do so will be sure to maur the peace, and -
will not further the edification of the brethren. If we
would communicate truth to the minds of our brethren, or
persuade them to the adoption of any profitable measure,
we can never do so by means that teud to annoy and
irritate them. And in such ‘atlempts we wust bear in
mind, that our brethren are as desirous of trath, and us
willing to do good, as ourselves ; and that if they thiuk
less favourably of what we recommend, it is simply Lecause
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their judgment of the matter differs from vurs. By all
meaus let us use our liberty of ubterance, but use it in a
way that shall make for peace, and by which one shall

edify another.
Allowance for Differences.

The vnly other matter which I shall further indicate at
present, as making for peace and edification, is that of
making due allowance for the differences of our brethren.
We differ not only in our tastes, and manner, and mode of
speech, but also in our convictions on sowe ‘matters we
reckon as being taught iu Scripture ; and it is chietly in
regurd to tlus last meutioned difference that allowance
requires most to be made in order to peace and editication.
If any one is startled at the idea of believers differing
thus, he is surely deficient in the exercise or power of
rellection.  Are we not all in the position. of disciples or
learners? And is it wonderful that in our studies we
should fll into error on some poiuts, or that all should
not learn with equal rapidity #  Are wé \be[’ than Paul,
who confessed that he knew *but in part?
yet know ‘but in part,” what more hl\cly than that we
should somnetimes, uucouscwusly, dmw wrong conclusions ?

No Pleading for Error.

I beg that you will distinetly understand that I am uot
pleadmg for * the right of brethren to hold error.” No; I
believe we are all" anxiously desirous to get quit of it
entirely. What I plead for is that we, as becomeb those
who are learning, should make due allowances for differ-
ences of judgment among our fellow- learners. Neither
am I pleadmw for a difference of faith in relation to the

gospel of salvation, by believing which we become brethren; .

but for n:alunrr ullowance for differences of belief, among
brethren, in relat:on to other matters.

Waiting in ?atieilce.

L respect my own convictions as much as any man
does; and | am heartily desirous. that all y brethren
should have a sound .1pprehenswn of all bcrlptnw s but I
lind that somc forin wrong conclusions—my conviction is
that some of my bmthrf-n wisunderstand some parts of
God’s Word, and what am 1 to do? Reason with (hem
out o the Seriplures, and try to show them wherein they
have erred. Very good 5 but if 1 [l to convinee them,
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and they are convinced that I am the erring party, what
shall T do then? Cut them off, or separate mysell from
my brother and my sister 7 Perish the thought? Nay,
rather I shall wait in paticnee, confident that, if they fail
to see eye to eye with me now, they may learn to do so
by aud by; and at least, when the Master returns, < we
-shall all know even as we are known.’

How Far Forbearance should Go.

Sorue may be inclined to ask,* How far is this furbear-
unce to go?’  So far as you find a child of God. To be

more explieit, I would remind you that “ we are all the

children of God by faith in Christ Jesus ;” and so long as
that faith is held, we are children of God. - * Whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born [or begotten] of
God.” And wherever we find those who blelieve that
Jesus, who died on Calvary for human transgression, is the
Christ—the Son of the living God, the seed of Abrahum,
who 1s ordained to sit on the threne of David, to- reign
over the house of Jacob for ever, and sway the sceptre of

~ Jehoval over all the nations of the world—who look for

the appearing of that blessed One who has gone into the
lieavens to present his own blood on our behalf, to come
again to transform them into his own likeness, and muake
them partakers of his eternal kingdom and glory; who
believe that everlusting existence can only be enjoyed by
those of the sons of men who are in the Christ, at his
coming ; who, with such beliefs and hopes, have been
nmmersed in water, into Christ, and who strive to adorn
the doctrine of Clirist, by a becoming bebaviour: I say,
whenever and wherever we find such persons, we are bound
to treat them as children of God, whatever mistakes they
may have fallen into in regard to other matters. By so
doing, we shall ‘ follow after things thut muke for peace,
and things by which one may edify another ;’ whereas, by
un opposite course we shall find we are pursuing opposite
results. _
Loving 88 Brethren,

Now, beloved, I think I have said enough ; and I hope
what has been spokeun, in weakness, from the heart, shall
be productive of peace aund edification among us all.  We
hold each other dear, as children of God. We shall soon
have to separate—some of us far from each other. We

are few in number, and have no prospect of ever being
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numerous, or important in the estimation of the world, till
our Lord’s appearing and kingdom. Shall we love as
brethren, be pitiful and courteous, and with all our mind
and heart follow after those things that make for peace
and mutual edification ? If so, we shall have the smile
of hum who said : * Blessed are the peacenml\ers for they
shall be called the children of God;’ and many shall rise
up aund call us blessed. And ‘now may the God of peace,
that brought agam from the dead the Lord Jesus, that
great bhepheul of the sheep, through the blood of the
evezlastmw covenant, make us perfecb in every good work
to do His will, \\ml\mg in us those things which are
pleasing in His srght, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory for ever'and -ever” Amen.

ADDRESS BY JOHN WILSON,

Joux WiLsox was the next to speak, and he addressed
tlle meetmg N) F1) Slnﬂldr Str:’lln

Faith in God.

Brethren, the apostolic injunctions to *have faith
God’ and ¢ be at peace among yourselves’ appear to be a
smnmary of the Christian’s duty, and they are two insep-
arable duties in the Christian’s life. Faith in God is the
erand principle which regulates our religious belief, and
peace is the bond which unites us one to another. To
have faith i in Geod consists not merely in believing what we
are to receive ; it consists not merely in lookmu to the
glorious kmgdom which He has promised to all who love
Tlim ; ; it also embraces an every day and every hour
reliance upon Him. The faith that relates to the hope is
like a great wountain which the Lerd has created ; but
the lL.ord who has made that has also made the minutest
fragment of the dust of the earth which can be detected
hy the nncroscope and He has alike fashioied all in
beauty. Therefore we should have faith in God concerning
the smallest mwatters, as we have faith i Him that He
shall give us the glovious kingdom.

. The Love of God.

We have the character of the God i whom we are to
trist set forth in the Seriptures, as a God of inlinite merey
and of innneaswrable love. B ois this love whieh is the
stushine and the wirmth  that animale the Gath. We
No, 11 int
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may compare the faith to the light \\||w|| the sun sund
forth. Light there would be, but a faintness of life and
growth in “the world ; ; but when we have this life accom-
panied with heat rays, aud with the other rays which give
the colouring matter, then we have a glorious creation.
So it 15 in moral and spiritual things. By the love of
God through Christ, we have the principle which vivifies
the faith so that we can live init. In the love of Gud
there is also manifested His eternity ; for there shall be
an end, at some tihe, to faith and hope, but love shall
abide for ever. Now, the God who is love has given «
promise In the Word, whieh is commensarate with His
Word. That is the graud purpose which He bas foretold
as the accompaniment of His love.

The Millennium and Beyond.

Therefore it behoves us, as having faith in God, to lock
not merely at the things which are near, but to the whole
scope of God’s revealed will, as imade known to us in the
Scriptures. It is too common to limit our hope to the
nillennium, or to vague generalities about eternal life. 1f
we look at 1t from t'.he stdnd -point. which God has made
known in the Book, as the eternal purpose which He has
purposed, then we get hope which has some measure of
breadth in it commensurate with the love which He has
commended, and we get a broad basis, as it were, for our
fuith to rest upon. Brother Dowie beauhl‘ully ~|mke of
this life as the porch to the future. The millennium
should be regarded as the porch or ante-chamnber to God’s
good things “which He will bestow upon those who love
Him; and we ought not to confine our view merely to
what is in that ante-chamber, but let us wa by faith ‘into
the palace-court itself, aud see what are the things which
'God has promised, even *‘the new lheavens and ‘the new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.’

Scope for our Hope,

If we do_this, we shall get such a scope for our hope,
that our vision will be clearcd, as it were, aud we shall be
so impressed with the wajesty of the things which we
have to receive, that we shall obt.un that Which is the
purpose of the fauith—an impression of vur duty to God;
and we shall be made like Him by the U[)(,htl.lull of the

‘exceeding great and precious prowmises.  luet us, there-
. 162 :
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fore, always be mindful, whilst we look at the things
which are seen, to look, like Abraham, at the tl)mgq which
are far off, and, wzth Abraham, look for ‘a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.’

ADDRESS BY RICHARD GOLDIE.

Ricsarp Goubpie, from Swansea, was the pext spealker,
After a brief apology, he proceeded to give some account
o P (=]

of _
The Truth in South Wales. .

He said that, before going from Scotland to Wales, J](;, |
had some knowledge of the falth and was uncertain what
course to take on arriving at Swansea. He; however, cast
in his'fot with The Reforma‘uon but was not well satisficd
with their teachings. His"hquaintunce with the truths
of the gospel awnkened ‘n desire to know more, and Ju, )
applicd anew to” the 'Word of God. The expression ol

n Jus convictions did not find much sympathy among his s
‘co-religionists for a time, although ultimately to “some i
extent affected the minds "of the evanwel:st who took the !
leading part -in the church, and of an ardent, intelligent. |
youncr man, David Atkins. On the removal of tho |
evcmgellst to anoth_er quarter, the care of the church was
handed over td thesé tWo, who, applying theliiselves with
still greater diligence to the study of the Scriptures, soon
made thieniselves so unpopular that the ere put out of
the church. At the sume time another member, named
Benjamin Low, withdrew ; and still uncertain as to the
cdourse to follow, thé three met in Brother Low’s house to
réad the Word of God and to learn the precious truths
contained in it. Brethren Goldie and Atkins were not
long in'deciding that th.eu: former baptlsm was not valid.

A Ohnrch Formed.

Meanwhlle, a correspondence was opened up with
William Laing, of Edinburgh, who gave thefn much help
in theif’ search after the way of %: They had some
difficulty at first as to who should lm.ptlse themn, but ulti-
mately detu'mmed to render this service to onc another.
Mrs Goldie immedintely followed, and not long after
Brothu' TLow also decided to be re-immersed, 1 hitbe four
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; o ' continued to meet as a chureh for some time. A fifth was Ay
added, who had since died. By and bye, Brother Goldie, ; 4 L8
yielding to an unaccountable impulse,”weut with an excur- - bk

N : :

sion party in the country, and there met William Clement,

of Mumbles. A conversation was conunenced on the
things concerning the Kingdom of God and the nume of

, Jesus Christ. Much was said that was new to the Welsh-

1 man ; but he manifested a great willingness to listen to ]
1[ all that was said, and to receive what appeared to be in

accordance with the Word of God.

- ‘ Welcome Aid from Edinburgh,

Shortly afterwards [continued Brother Goldie] when our
Brother George Dowie paid us a visit, we_called upon Mr
. ‘Clement together ; and the result of that visit was, thut 23
o our brother was satisfied concerning many of the truths we ks
'» now believe ; and when our dear Brother Laing came, the e 4l
work was _finished.” You know the rest of the story, and
Brother Clement is here himself to tell it to_you more in
detail. I have now only to say further, that you should
A _ all be very proud of the work you have been instrumental FHE
L ~in doing. It is a great work that has been begun, although SIEEIEH
: possibly none of you, except those who have had some 15
experience of it, can realise its magnitude. A very great
interest has been awakened in the place, and a. great deal
o of seed has been sown, which I believe will yet spring up

R 7 abundantly. ' -
- ' The Beneflt of Correspondence.

e

T e e s,
Hiofaon B
Al e T . ) o

Lhe b

ulm gk

R TIATDIRC

Mo St w00

A

A ARG L A ST R AT S0, b 2 RN IREANAT

I have also to say that we have derived wmuch beuefit -
: _ from those kind letters that several of you have written
P to us, and I would urge upon you the great necessity of
' ' using all diligence and embracing every opportunity of
3 keeping up such communications as these. Those letters,

can assure you, have a wonderful effect upon distant
brethren. . They encourage us when there is little around HUE L ES
us to cheer us. You are here a strong, mighty, and LY
f powerful body ; but we are weak and feeble; and when A 5 ' ‘ 1
your letters come to us, they have a wonderlul ellect in
strengthening us for our onward journey.
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ADDRESS8 BY WILLIAM CLEMENT.

Witian Cremext, Trom Mumbles, then addressed the
meeting in a very animated and characteristic manner.

Personal Experiences.

Our Lord asked the question on oune occasion of
certain individual, * Who do you think ought to love
most 2’ and the Lord himself very judiciously answered,
‘Him that was forgiven most.” God in His werey has
forgiven me a great deal, and therefore He lias a strong
claun upon my affection. Nursed .in the lap of Wesleyan
Methodist error, and tightly laced in a coat manufactured
by John Wesley, nothing could be received that had not
a Methodist twang. I do not recollect the period in my
history when I was not a seeker after truth ; nevertheless,
I was taught to look at the truth of God through men-
inade spectacles. With the knowledge to which I have
now attained, however, I may say that when I come

athwart men who act as spectacles to teach their fellows

error, the whole of my Welsh blood is up.” Taught as I
was to look at the truth through these spectacles, I' could
never understand it. However, as soon as young Clement,
as I was then culled, was brought into the church, I was
given something to do; and for nine years—at least T may
say for six of them—every Sunday I declared and upheld
the doctrines of . John Wesley. This I continued to do,
and I may alsosay that I became a great favourite among
the Wesleyans. I never yet went to a place where I was
not received with a smile and a hearty welcome. I never
knew what it was to receive a frown, nor what it was to
preach. to almost empty houses. And yet I had not much
learning, so that it could not have becn that which made
me such a general favourite. I suppose it was because
of my warmth of feeling, and because I spoke what I
believed with all iny heart.

Wesleyan Methodism Renounced.

My confidence in the Wesleyau system, however, was
ultimately shaken by comparing it with the Word of God.
1 confess that I swallowed down the whole system,
although 1 must say that I could not understand it. The
first thing that shook my conlidence in the Wesleyan
systew was the treatment that they gave to some of the
165
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members of their ‘own persuasion.  Perhaps some ol you
in this country may rcmember of & man named Colill,
and of the stir that was occusioned In conncction with
Ihiny in 1849, The treatment to which he and others were
subjected induced me to search the New Testament, to sec
whether the) were acting in unisen with the sentiments
contained in that book; and the ore 1 searched, the
more wus I convinced thzlt their conduct was unbecoming
the Christian character. Accordino]y, in the memorable
year of 1849, I sent in my resignation, being then a Wes-
leyan local preacher, a class leader of four (,ldaseb a circuit
steward, and I do not know what else. I look back to
that tlme with a great deal of comfort, because 1 acted
then sincerely and honest]y When I took my departuare,

I said to them, holding wy New Testament in my hand,

‘* Now, for God’s bake, do not follow me. Here is the

- Book ; follow its teachings, and then, if I go wrong, you
will not .

Among the Reformed Wesleyans. ,

- Having now qmtted the Wesleyan body, I Dbeeame
connected with the body kuown as the Reforimed Wes-
leyans; and in the course of a few years a chapel was
built, and I became a preacher in it. However, I must
confess that I never became satisfied with my position,
although T tried hard to make wyself satisfied. To use a
very home- -spun expression in Wales, I could not make it
‘go.” It would ‘not fit' with -the Word, and I kept con-
tinually reading. Many of those doctuneb which 1 now
believe to be the truth of God, I was then afraid of, aud
looked at with fear and tremblmg, believing them to be
sceptical ; yet, turning over the Scriptures, T found them
staring me in the face. * But, William,” T said to myself;
‘they must be wrong, for John Wealey did not believe
them, and Adam Clarke did not hold them.” So I reasoned
at that time, and yet I could not open the Seriptures
without ﬁndmo these truths.

RBaptism,

At length the subject of baptisin came under my notice,
aud after diligent searching of the Word I came to see
that it was my duty to be baptised, and was baptised |
accordingly. The fuct of a Wesleyan being baptised
caused a great stiv in the neighbourhood. However, 1
now see that I was only going from one error to another.

166




ANNUAL AGGREGATE MEETINGS—1865

As T walked along the street, people would stop me, and
accuse e of being a changeable man. I have been a
changeable man, I confess; but- all the changes I have
made have been in the right direction, I believe. I have
all the while been going away from Rome, aud everything
connected with it. I have gone from Wesleyanism to
Wesleyau Reform, and from that to what might be called
& Baptist Church, although there were sonie amongst us
who did not believe in baptism, yet continued to associate
with us. '
The Millennial Reign. o

I may, before going further, say that I always beleved
in the personal reign of Christ.  Sometimes our preachers
would lnugh at e because I held such views, but 1 could
not help it. I found them in the Word, and thercfore
must believe them. I was one of those resolute fellows
who would say, * Well, if you don’t like it, I cannot help
it” Having a clear view of Christ’s reign, it would have
been very far wrong in me to have said otherwise. Time
rolled on, and I continued, as they say, to preach error.

\

-',Bta.ggered with the Immortality Question.

And now I come to speak of the time “that. has just,
been alluded to by our brother. A few of the Swansca

friends had been over at Mumbles assisting us” at a tem-fjco/ivr.

perance demoustration, 38 a few of us had gone to their
demounstration. My wife. was gone down to Gloucester-
shire to the burial of an aunt, and so I went to the tem-
peratice demonstration. After I hud gone and seen the
waterfall, I strolled about very much like a crow on the
mountain-top looking for a cowmpanion. Not having had
much to do with the total abstainers of Swansen of late
years, I found the old faces had gone, and new ones had
come instead. I am rather fonf of old faces, and so I
strolled about in search of some, when my attention was

-taken by a rather peculiar looking fellow, who, I thought,

was something like myself. 1 overheard a conversation
that was going on between him and another, and which I
thought smelt rather sceptical. I saw that one of the
gentlemen—not the one here [ Brother Goldie |—recognised -
ime, and said, “Brother Clement.” The other turned
with a peculiar smile on his face, and said, * Oh, this is
Brother Cloment, is it?’ A certain line of conversalion
157
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onsued, in which those things I have referred to were
brought up to my mind. The first thing that startled
me was, that mmy new friend feurlessly declared that man
had not got an immortal soul! I thought that was a
scttler. e had a. friend with him, and dealt his blows
most terrifically. I thought his friend could do all the
talking, and I could do all the listening. Doctrines were
broached which I thought were very erroncous, but I
noticed that he always based them upon the Scriptures.
My friend was always irying to upset it, but my friend
Goldie kept saying, ‘ Here it is in the Word.” I took
particular care to put down the passages that he referred
to, and he gave me a tract entitled ‘ The Soul,” which
came from Edinburgh.
before I took the Bible und read carefully the passaces
and in the morning I got u reco]lected some I had
forgotten, marked them down. aﬁso and kept it all to my-
self. The worst of it was, that I had to preach next
Sunday, and the thought struck me at once: ‘ What if you
have all your life been preaching error 7—you had better
drop it” To drop it would’ be an awfal affair, and to
continue it would be worse. . If I were not to paeach to
them, the people in Mumbles would think that the world
was coming to an end. I did preach, however, but I took
care that it was not on any of these subjects.

George Dowle Worse than Richa.rd Goldie.

Soon afterwards I saw Brother Dowie fr om Edinburgh.
The room where I met him is so fastened in my memory
that I think I will remember it when I get-into the king-
dom, if I do get there. I recollect puttmg some very
stramhtforward questions to that Edinburgh brother ;

but quoted from the Bible! I thouO'ht Brother Goldie
was bad, but he was far worse! It was this, to use a
Welsh phrase that * floored’ me. They wished me good-
bye, and the next day I went into Swansea, and to ga!uw
brious Place, to look for this Scotchmdn at Blackie’s
office. I knew not what to think.

Is Methodism onng?

You will excuse me when I say that Methodismm was
my right arm. I would as scon have thought of cutting
off my right arn as to give up Methodism ; but when I
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I did not go to bed that night
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what struck me was, that he never answered me at all,
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came to read the Word of God, I found that it was con- i
trary to its teaching. If some of you had looked into my R
room, I daresay you would have said that I was fit for an :
asylum. Indeed, some of the people said so, and that I %
had got the devil Now, to be told so, and at the same ¥
time to feel that you are all wrong, 1s a most tremendous P
affair. I do not think any one can comprehend it unless
he has passed through it. I walked my room for a quar-
ter of an hour at a time—[here the speaker suited the
action to the word, by walking up and down with folded
arms|—then sat down, then read, then repeated, *Is :
Methodism, with all its tedching, wrong ?’ and then walked q
again. Had some of the people just upened the door and
looked into the room, I would not have wondered had
they said, ‘ That fellow is pretty fit for the asylum.” I°
had to preach twice a day, and some of the people, when
they had listened to me, would say, * But do you thiok
that is quite true 2’ ¢ Well, I think it is,’ I would reply.
* But where in all the world do you get your truth from,
then ?” You will find it in such and such a chapter’
Thus I was obliged to, talk both in the pulpit and out of
it. Some evenings I have gone home tired and scarcely
able to walk up stairs from having met this man and that.
man, and this woman and that woman, who wished to
know about these truths. They would say, *But, Friend
Clement, if what you teach is right, the sects are all
wrong,” During three months, I never was in Swansea
once without going into Blackie’s office, hot for Blackie’s
books, but to see the man that was there.” -Where he got
his reasons I do not know. B ‘

Visit of William Laing.

At last I suggested to our brother that some of our
better informed brethren from this quarter should come
and see us, and in course of time Brother Laing came
over to Mumbles. 1 was then suﬁiciently advanced in the
teuth, but did not know about baptism into Christ. One
ol the texts Brother Laning spoke from was, * These things
are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ ;" and one friond suid to me afterwards, ¢ What was
i, Iriend Clement, that made you hang down your hend
when the gentloman from FEdinburgh quoted that text?’
I said it was beenuse I had nover believed it Lelore. The

uext day | was in o worse fix than over.
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Re-Immersion into the True Faith.

Having sold Wesleyanism and become what was called
a Baptist, I had to sell this sectarianism and get some-
thing else, and thus had again to be found fault with.
Well, T had again to be told I was changeable. Oh, dear!
how it did mortify the flesh! One wman said: * Well, I
never thought that proud spirit could have come down
again.” By William Laing I was, along with some others,
baptised into Thrist. "I have a lad about twenty years
of age, who, like his father, was seeking after the truth;
and on the morning we came to be baptised, I thought it
my duty as a father to broach this delicate subject. I said
to him : © Dan, do you think your baptism is quite right ?’
‘ No, not worth a straw, father,” he replied.” The conse-

ucnce was that he and I were that morning baptised into

hrist. 3

. Making Known the Truth.

From that time I have endeavoured, as far as I can
understand the truth from the reading of the Word, to
declare the Gospel of the Kingdom—I need not say to
you, in a fearless manner. I am not one of those tunid
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men who are afraid to proclaim the truth. I have declared

the truth in what is the best way according to my judg-

- ment. I have been found fault with, and perhaps justi-

fiably ; but I am one of those men who cun bear to be
found fault with. Until I see from the Scriptures that
my course is wrong, I shall continue it ; and as soon as I
am convinced of that, I shall change it. I am disposed
to think that, as Lrethren in Christ, we do not hold the
truth in that fearless and, as somc may deem it, that
dogmatic manner we ought to do. I know there are some

. among you who believe that the truth of God ought to be

made known in meekness and in love, and that those who
differ from us should be spoken to in a respoctful manner.

I am sorry to say that, after being with you one week, I

cannot believe it,
The Olergy Denounced.

I believe that those men who are sowing darkness,
disease—spiritual disease, uf course, I mean—and death
throughout the length and breadth of the land, ought to
be noticed, spoken to, and held up to ridicule. I think
we ought to speak of them as deceivers, and warn the

people against them. They deal in what I would call
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quack medicines and damnable heresies, and we ought to
Iift up our voices and speak of them just as they ounht
to be spoken about. John, in his epistle, calls them
‘liars,” and I call them ]mrs also. Paul, in his epistle,
calls them “ dogs,” and I have the sune authority to call
by this name men who repudiate the truth as it is set
forth in the Word of God. However, I call upon you all,
brethren, just to preach the truth in your own way, aud

- you will _]ust allow me to preach it in mine. Having only

known this mode, and having seen the tendency of the
clergy, it seemns to be my duty, for ove, tv pvint at them
the ﬁnn'er of scorn, and show that they are the enemies
of C]mst—to declare that these are the men who teach
heresy and false doctrine. We cannot separate the error
from the men who teach it. They are so united, that I
have not the ingenuity to separate them ; and therefore,
when I denounce the error, I must denounce the men as
the holders of these errors. "When I read Paul’s epistle
to the Galatians, 1 find he says that if even an angel from
heaven were to preach any other than the one gouspel, he
was to be accursed. If the clergy, therefore, deserve to
be accursed for preaching another than the true gospel, it
certainly becomes my duty, as one who believes the gospel .
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to point out to the .

- pevple that these men. are wrong and dangerous in the

extreme. If I read in the third clmpter of Paul’s epistle
to the Gualatians that the blessings of Abrahamn were to
come upon the Gentiles through faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that it is by being baptised into the Christ
that we' become the seed of Abraham, what shall I do
with those men who are strutting up and down the
country saying: that we are the seed ¢ w_gf' Abraham because
we were sprinkled in our infancy ? ! They are acting like
the wan who has just been condemiied to death in your

city for administering poison to two of his relatives [Dr

' Pntclmrd] If I understand the doctrines of the sects,

the clergy’ administer poison to the people, and cause
them to be destroyed wholesale. 1 therefore consider it
my duty to declare the truth fearlessly and honestly, and
to denounce the men who teac