A Mission Congregation of the ELCA
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 64 - 8520 Oakes Rd - Pitsburg, Ohio 45358

First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020



e Prelude

e Office of the Acolyte and Ringing of the Bell

e Welcome and Children’s Message

e First Week of Advent

Roxanne Groff

Pr Mel

L: Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war
into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace;
you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is

dawning.

L: As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in
your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of

peace.

r

O house of Jacob, come,

C: let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen.

* GATHERING SONG “Abide With Me” LBW 272
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding

P:

minister begins.
Let us come before the living God in confession.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:
C:

*

9
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C:

P.

C:

Renewing God,

You have come into our world to live among us, yet we often lose sight of
this and seek to manufacture our own truth. We are afraid to share your
word lest others judge or mock us. We ignore your wisdom because it isn’t
convenient. We allow ourselves to be defeated by despair. Forgive our
negligence and breathe new life into our heavy hearts.

God knows our every weakness and still loves us and upholds our life. May
your sins be forgiven, your past forgotten, and your hope restored in the name
of our incarnate savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray... Protective God, You guarded over your faithful servant Daniel
when his life was threatened, because he refused to dishonor you. Show us the
power that the smallest acts of faith may have to influence the world for good,
by the help of your Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING: Daniel 6:6-27

Our scripture reading this morning is from Daniel, Chapter 6.
Glory to you, O Lord. (Spoken)

®So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, “O
King Darius, live forever! All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the
satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish
an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine or
human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of

lions. 8Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot
be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be
revoked.” °Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict. *°Although
Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his house,
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which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get down on
his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done
previously.

UThe conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his
God. *2Then they approached the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king!
Did you not sign an interdict, that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human,
within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions?”” The
king answered, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which cannot be revoked.” **Then they responded to the king, “Daniel,
one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict
you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.” **When the king
heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to save Daniel,
and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. ¥Then the
conspirators came to the king and said to him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of
the Medes and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can
be changed.” *Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and
thrown into the den of lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you
faithfully serve, deliver you!” A stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the
den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, so
that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel.

¥Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought
to him, and sleep fled from him. **Then, at break of day, the king got up and
hurried to the den of lions. 2°When he came near the den where Daniel was, he
cried out anxiously to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God
whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?” 2*Daniel then
said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22My God sent his angel and shut the lions’
mouths so that they would not hurt me, because | was found blameless before him;
and also before you, O king, | have done no wrong.” 2Then the king was
exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel
was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he
had trusted in his God. ?*The king gave a command, and those who had accused
Daniel were brought and thrown into the den of lions—they, their children, and
their wives. Before they reached the bottom of the den the lions overpowered them
and broke all their bones in pieces.

2>Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout
the whole world: “May you have abundant prosperity! 261 make a decree, that in all
my royal dominion people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: For
he is the living God, enduring forever. His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and
his dominion has no end. 2’He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in
heaven and on earth; for he has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”
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P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ (Spoken)

e SERMON Pastor Mel Musser

Silence for reflection may follow

* NICENE CREED
The Nicene Creed is said on all festivals and on Sundays in the seasons of Advent, Christmas,
Lent, and Easter. The Apostles’ Creed is said at other times. The Creed is omitted here if the
service of Holy Baptism or another rite with a creed is used.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

* PRAYERS AND QUILT TYING IF QUILT IS PRESENT

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
(The Sharing of the Peace that began when the congregation arrived is now
shared with the Pastor at this time...)

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
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A:

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

A:

)

)

r.oO

C:
L: Hold all your saints and martyrs in your eternal care, safe until the day when all

C:

The perceived threats and dangers of this world don’t seem as overwhelming
when we turn to you, O Lord. Tame the lions which paralyze us from moving
forward in faith and courage. Almighty God,

- Hear our prayer.

Turn us away from the frenzy of holiday merchandising, that we might be fully
present to anticipate the fulfillment of your promise. May our days be filled
with light and hope as the hemisphere enters its darkest season. Almighty God,

: Hear our prayer.

We have demonized, exploited and driven the wildness of your creation to
extinction. Bless the work of all those who attempt to rescue endangered
animals and protect threatened habitats. Give wisdom to farmers to use the land
without exploiting your beautiful creation. Almighty God,

: Hear our prayer.

When we feel we are most abandoned and alone, it is then that you come to us
with your holy presence and comfort. Draw near to all those who are
experiencing loneliness and isolation due to the Corona Virus. Speed healing to
those who are sick and provide for a vaccine to prevent the disease. Be
especially with those who have no one to be by their side at this time of year,
and with those whose needs are particularly known to us today... Almighty
God,

Hear our prayer.

the living and the dead shall be reunited in your love. Almighty God,
Hear our prayer.

Here other petitions may be offered.

L:

Our eyes await the fulfillment of all your promises. The answer to all our
prayers is your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ and in His wonderful Name we

pray...

- Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

You give us everything, O God, and ask for little in return. May these gifts
which we place on your altar be pleasing to you, and may our lives reflect the
bounty of grace which we have freely received from you, in Jesus’ name,

: Amen.
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P:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
United into one by this heavenly food, we pray as Jesus taught...

: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING BLESSING
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill

you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, + now and forever.

Depart in Christ’s Love.
C: Seeking, welcoming, and serving all. Amen!

Postlude

- Amen.
SENDING HYMN  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” LBW 343
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DISMISSAL

Roxanne Groff
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Trinity Worship Assistants and Staff

Ministers All the People of Trinity

Lector Rob Arling

Organist Roxanne Groff

Parrish Nurse PJ Musser

Custodian Mark Groff

Secretary Sharon Fourman

Flowers Given to the Glory of God by Pastor Mel & PJ Musser
Facebook Live Recorder |PJ Musser

Health Tips for the Week
BODY: Take time for yourself
MIND: Read a book about history of the church
SPIRIT: Start an Advent Devotional
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This Week @ Trinity — November 29 thru December 6, 2020

Sun, November 29
10:30 am  Worship Service

Fri, December 4
3:30 pm  FISH Pantry @ 400 Markwith, Greenville

Sun, December 6
10:30 am  Worship Service

Trinity is on the Air at FM 88.3

If you are near the Church on Sunday morning, you can tune in to FM
88.3 at 10:30 AM and hear the sermon from your car.

Sb@f AIchL'Wl/ continues today. Check out the items on display in the
lobby and basement and make your bid!

Scripture readings for next Sunday, December 6%
Joel 2:12-13, 28-29

Trinity Contact Info

Pastor: Mel Musser
Email: pastor@pitsburgtlc.org
Cell Phone: 937-626-7100
Secretary: Sharon Fourman
Email: secretary@pitsburgtlc.org
Office Hours: By Appointment
Office Phone: 937-692-5670
Website: www.pitsburgtlc.org
* Please stand if able November 29, 2020

Please be seated Page 9 of 9



	 Prelude                                                                                        Roxanne Groff
	 Office of the Acolyte and Ringing of the Bell
	 Welcome and Children’s Message                                                          Pr Mel
	 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
	 PRAYER OF THE DAY
	 SCRIPTURE READING:  Daniel 6:6-27
	P: You give us everything, O God, and ask for little in return. May these gifts which we place on your altar be pleasing to you, and may our lives reflect the bounty of grace which we have freely received from you, in Jesus’ name,
	C: Amen.

