
Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Minutes
April 20, 2022
1. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:06pm. In attendance were; Peter Hughes, Chris Frey, Phil Gaudreau, Scott Sivek, Bernie Gillis, Tess Lundgren, Jeremy DeCarli and Gail Reynolds.  Also in attendance was Pat Young, Watershed Coordinator
2. Administration 
a. Minutes 2-16-22: review and approval: Motion to approve the February 16, 2022 B. Gillis and seconded by S. Sivek. Unanimous
b. Budget, Expenses and Contributions: P. Young reviewed basic expenses and reported on municipal contributions. Currently 4 of the 7 towns contributions have been submitted.
c. Updates on Long-Term Vision Progress: P. Young reported on the status of the long-term visioning process and upcoming steps.  Horsley-Witten will be sending out a draft summarizing comments from earlier brainstorming sessions.
d. Summer Interns: P. Young stated that she is still waiting to hear from Three Rivers Community College regarding whether they received the grant for the intern program. 
3. Partner updates 

a. Hebron: C. Frey reported on several projects in Hebron including that town Conservation Commission would be walking a property that is proposed for timber harvesting and that the Commission is also reviewing the Plan of Conservation and Development. He also noted a possible 5-acre parcel in the works for acquisition. 
b. Haddam Neck: P. Gaudreau mentioned that the town was seeking grant funding to make improvements to sections of Pine Brook in Haddam Neck. G. Reynolds noted that she thought it would have been appropriate for someone to reach out to the Haddam Land Trust due to the preserve adjacent to the proposed work area and she recalled that there had been previous discussion of possibly abandoning the road.
c. Colchester Land Trust: S. Sivek reported that the Land Trust received NRCS funding for 3 forestry management plans for properties owned by the Land Trust and that there is another property under consideration for acquisition. 
d. East Haddam: B. Gillis mentioned an updated town website www.easthaddamstories.com that offers history of a number of historic sites in town.
e. Haddam: G. Reynolds indicated that she did not have anything in addition to add.
f. Lebanon: T. Lundgren indicated that she didn’t have any information to share on the section of Lebanon in the watershed.
g. East Hampton: J. DeCarli reported the town was undertaking the next round of 319 grants for improvements which will also involve some activities at Christopher Pond which the town just acquired. He updated the Partnership on closing of the lake in the last several years due to cyanobacteria bacteria growth (it was not closed in 2020) and he noted the success of the LakeSmart Program targeting homeowners around the Lake.
h. Marlborough: P. Hughes noted that the town has finally adopted the new Lake Protection regulations after numerous meetings and mentioned the tree canopy map the town did for the areas closest to the lake to document individual trees of a certain size.
4. SRWP project/activity update
a. Annual Newsletter: P. Young reported that she has most of the articles and now needs to do the final layout. 
b. Monitoring Projects: SRWP will be gearing up for summer monitoring in the next month or so and wil be setting out stream temperature loggers and working with C. Frey and his team to relaunch the conductivity loggers.
c. Outreach & Ed: SRWP participated in both the Machimoodus Spring Fling (East Haddam) and Hebron MapleFest (as they offered to let SRWP share booth space for one day) and she also did a short presentation on monitoring activities to the Bolton Conservation Commission. Upcoming events include Hebron Day. J. DeCarli mentioned Old Home Days in East Hampton is being planned for this year and will forward any info. he gets.  Several members indicated their time availability to assist with fiel work and events.
d. Other Projects: P. Young asked about possible days for a tour of the watershed-she will look at dates. Feedback indicated an afternoon timing might be best.  There was further recap on a meeting held by DEEP Forestry regarding alternatives to handle non-permitted trails in a section of the Salmon River State Forest in Hebron.
5. Other Business: None
6. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting made by B. Gillis at 8:22pm, seconded by G. Reynolds. 
Respectfully submitted:

Patricia Young
2022 Meeting Dates (third Wednesday of the month)

February 16, 2022

April 20, 2022

June 15, 2022
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