JUST HOW MUCH DO WE REALLY KNOW ABOUT THE RESURRECTION?
PRAYER

INTRODUCTION
1. As the "Second Coming" of our Lord will be ushered in, a series 
   of wonderful events will dramatically take place...
I can think of 4.....

   a. The resurrection of the dead

   b. Deliverance of the kingdom to the Father     

   c. The day of judgment

   d. The new heavens and new earth

2. Today I will concentrate our attention to just one of 

   these events:  "the resurrection of the dead"
   a. As with many other things pertaining to "Life and Death", there

      has always been a great deal of speculation about 

      the resurrection. So then with this in mind...............
      I ask myself the 2 following questions.....
   1. How much do we really know about the resurrection?
   2. What has been clearly revealed in the 

      Scriptures about this subject, that can give the 

      Christian an assurance and hope for the future?

I. HERE ARE THE "FACTS" OF THE RESURRECTION
   A. JESUS TAUGHT THAT THERE WILL BE A RESURRECTION...
      1. A time is coming in which both good and evil will come 

         forth from the grave -
Jesus said......
Jn 5:28-29... 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
There is only one Resurrection........not two!!!! Like some men teach!!
      2. Jesus assures those who believe in Him will be raised at "the 

         last day" -

Jn 6:39-40.. 39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
verse 44.. 44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.
verse 54.. 54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
   B. HIS APOSTLES PROCLAIMED A RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD...
      1. Peter and John "preached in Jesus the resurrection from the 

         dead" - 
Ac 4:1-2...  And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them,2 Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.
      2. In his defenses before the Sanhedrin and Felix, Paul confessed 

         his hope in the resurrection - 

Acts 23:6.. 6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question. 

Acts 24:15.. 15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.
      3. To the church at Corinth, Paul asserted the necessity of the 

         resurrection - Paul closes the door on un-belief!!!
1Co 15:12-23... 12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.
      4.Paul spoke to the church at Thessalonica, and there he 
        taught the doctrine of the resurrection as a source of comfort. 
1Th 4:16-18.. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Unless one questions the authority of Christ and His apostles,
 the"facts" of the resurrection still remain undeniable.
Some may believe in The Resurrection, but still ask...But how can such a thing happen?
Peter and John ran to the tomb and John outran Peter when He got there He saw the stone rolled away and froze at he entrance, and did not enter, when Peter got there He immediately ran inside. What does this mean. Beloved, this means that Faith does not need to see the evidence in order to believe, John believed by faith Peter had to see the evidence in order to believe!!!  

II. THE "AGENT" OF THE RESURRECTION
   A. CHRIST ATTRIBUTED IT TO "THE POWER OF GOD"...

      1. As He reminded the Sadducees, who denied the resurrection -
 Mt 22:23-29.. 23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection, and asked him,24 Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.25 Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, left his wife unto his brother:26 Likewise the second also, and the third, unto the seventh.27 And last of all the woman died also.28 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? for they all had her.29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.
Lk 1:37.. 37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.
   B. PAUL ALSO EMPHASIZED "THE POWER OF GOD"...

      1. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead - 
1Co 6:14... 14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.
      2. He who can raise Jesus from the dead can certainly raise us up 

         at the last day - 
2Co 4:14.. 14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.
While it may be difficult for us to comprehend "how" the dead can be

raised, it is not difficult for God to do it !!!

(unless "your" God is too small )!
Another question to be addressed concerning the resurrection pertains to "who" will be raised.  

III. THE "UNIVERSALITY" OF THE RESURRECTION
   A. AS TAUGHT BY JESUS - 
Jn 5:28-29... 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
      1. "ALL who are in the graves will...come forth"

      2. Both "those who have done good" and "those who have done evil"

         a. One to experience a "resurrection of life"

         b. The other a "resurrection of condemnation"

   B. PAUL TAUGHT ALL WOULD BE RAISED...
      1. "both of the just and the unjust" - 
Ac 24:15... 15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.
      2. "for as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 

         alive" - 
1Co 15:21-22.. 21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
IV. THE "TIME" OF THE RESURRECTION
   A. AT THE "LAST DAY", WHEN THE LORD COMES AGAIN...
      1. Jesus spoke again and again of raising the dead at "the last 

         day" - Jn 6:39-40,44,54
      2. Paul wrote of it occurring when Jesus comes again, to deliver 

         the kingdom to the Father, having destroyed the last enemy, 

         death itself - 1Co 15:22-26
      3. He later says that it will occur at "the last trumpet" - 
1Co 15:52... 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
V. THE "BODY" OF THE RESURRECTION
   A. THE RESURRECTION BODY OF THE RIGHTEOUS...

      1. Our physical bodies, will be gloriously changed and 

         different! 
1Co 15:35-55... 35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come?36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain:38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body.39 All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory.42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.47 The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven.48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory
        a. By the power of God our physical bodies shall be transformed.

Mt 22:29)This is why Jesus spoke the phrase... 29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God. 

         b. Because Our physical bodies shall be changed...
            1) Sown in corruption, will be raised in incorruption! - 

            2) Sown in dishonor, will be raised in glory! 

            3) Sown in weakness, will be raised in power! - 

            4) Sown as natural bodies, will be raised as spiritual 

               bodies! 

   B. THE RESURRECTION BODY OF THE WICKED...
      1. Very little is actually revealed, other than the wicked will 

         indeed be raised from the dead

      4. Since the Bible is relatively silent on this subject perhaps 

         "...the best course seems to be, simply leave the problem where it was left by the writers of the New Testament." and Let God Be God!!!!

This I do know!!!.....

They will definitely not be raised in a glorified body such as those who know Christ at His appearance!

Their bodies will be as corruptible as they were in the world!

Their bodies will still be in dishonor

Their bodies will still be in weakness

Their bodies will still be natural bodies.

They cannot inherit the Kingdom of God!!! 

The Kingdom of God and the New Heavens and The New Earth are only for those who will be raised up in their new bodies Resurrected by the Power of God!!!...To God Be The Glory!!

CONCLUSION
1. There is probably much more about the resurrection that we would like to know

2. But certainly enough is revealed to motivate those who desire 

   whatever God has prepared to love and obey Him!

Are you making it your aim to be ready for whatever God has prepared...?
I leave you with this thought......
   So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal

   has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying

   that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."

   "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?"

   The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.

   But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord

   Jesus Christ.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord.
