One Anothering Part 3 BSM
This week, we continue our look at “one anothering.”  Before moving on to the next five principles of “one anothering,” let us recap those we have explored so far. We have seen that love is the foundation behind every other principle of “one anothering.”  Jesus commanded us to “Love one another.”  Without love, we struggle to deal with each other the way Jesus intended.  Jesus wants the world to know we are His disciples by the love we have for one another.  As we “one another” our brothers and sisters, we have a marvellous opportunity to see spiritual growth in the lives of individuals and in the body of Christ.
The five principles of “one anothering” we looked at last week were:

In honour prefer one another.

Edify one another.

Serve one another.

Be kind to one another.

Forgive one another.

As we discovered, each of these principles represents a challenge.  Too often, we do the opposite to what Jesus wants us to do.  With the Holy Spirit’s help, we can follow these “one anothering” principles.  We also noticed these “one anothering” verses are not stand-alone verses - we must always read them in their context.
In Hebrews chapter three and verse thirteen, we read these words.

But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.

I touched on encouragement last week when looking at edifying or building up one another, and consequently I will not spend a lot of time on this verse today.  In saying this, though, what I do have to say in relation to “encourage one another” is important and something we all need to take to heart.

Who, within the Church, needs to be encouraged?  Put your hand up if you think you need to be encouraged right now.  I believe we all need to receive encouragement.  Everyone in the Church needs encouragement in some way.  The term “one another” implies everyone encouraging everyone else.  It is not to be left to the Pastor, elder or deacons.  We are all involved.  We can all encourage one another through our words and actions.

When we fail to encourage, we are more likely to discourage.  You do not need to be a rocket scientist to realise this is how it works.  Recently, I awoke one morning with these thoughts in my head:
Treat someone like an idiot, and you encourage someone to be like an idiot.  Treat someone like a leader, and you encourage someone to be like a leader.  Treat someone with respect, and you encourage someone to be a respecter of persons.  
I mentioned before we can all encourage one another through our words and actions.  Sadly, we can also discourage one another through our words and actions.  Therefore, we need to always speak and act out of love to enable us to encourage one another, just as the Bible teaches.
In the first letter of Peter, chapter four and verse nine we read.

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.

Does anyone here ever grumble?  I won’t ask you to put up your hand if you have ever grumbled against the Pastor of your Church, because if you are anything like me you will have indeed had a beef at some stage with the Pastor.  Of course, Peter is not referring to this kind of grumbling.  Here he is talking about a lack of love for one another shown by unwillingness to offer hospitality.  Instead of opening up one’s home willingly and gladly to another, the doors are locked and the curtains drawn.
In the Gospel of Luke, we see an example of what not to do when offering hospitality.  Martha opened her home willingly to Jesus.  She welcomed Jesus as a guest, and then chose to ignore Him.  Martha gives us a perfect example of the problems associated with grumbling.  Distracted by the little things of life, Martha found herself unable to enjoy the company of Jesus in her home.  She was too busy preparing a nice meal.  Her focus was on what she was doing, instead of on Jesus.  Mary chose Jesus, and sat calmly at His feet.
Elsewhere in the Bible, there are other examples of hospitality.  In Genesis chapter eighteen, Abraham showed hospitality to three visitors.  Of course, one of them turned out to be the LORD.  Although Abraham did not realise this at the time, he went out of his way in the heat of the day to set things in motion.  He did not grumble at their arrival.  He was generous of his time and goods.  While the visitors ate their meal, with Abraham watching on in the role of a servant, the LORD promised Abraham a son.  I wonder what would have happened if Abraham paid no attention to these three visitors.  Of course, we will never know.  This verse is a good reminder to offer hospitality, for we never know whom we are hosting.  This leads us to our next verse in relation to hospitality.
In Hebrews chapter thirteen and verse two, we read these words.

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.

As I mentioned a few weeks back, we were blessed when a couple came to our home for a meal.  Gathered round a table with Christ the unseen guest, is it any wonder something good is going to happen?  We can so easily miss the blessings when we choose not to be hospitable.  When we are closed and unwilling to open ourselves up to the needs of others, we are the ones that miss out.

Showing initiative, taking risks, opening our hearts to others is what hospitality is all about.  People do not usually invite themselves around for a meal; they await an invitation.  If you’re not already doing this, begin inviting people over for a meal.  Offering hospitality is Scriptural, and this is the reason why we should be hospitable to one another.  Let’s face it, the only way to get to know someone is by spending time with them and one of the best ways to do this is over a meal.  Being hospitable is also a way of being an encourager.
Jesus, Paul and Peter gave us sixteen of the seventeen “one anothering” principles we are looking at.  James gives us one, too.  In James chapter five and verse sixteen, we find our next principles.
Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.

The NIV says each other, while some other versions say one another.  In this one verse, there are two “one anothering” principles.  How would you feel if I told you to turn to the person next to you and confess every sin you have ever committed.  Honestly, how would you feel?  For starters, we would feel like we would be here for a very long time.  Secondly, we would feel very uncomfortable stripping bare all the facades and exposing our sinfulness to another.  You might be wondering why I didn’t place feeling uncomfortable at number one instead of humour.  I sense we often use humour as a defence and to be confronted by such an uncomfortable position would mean we nervously laugh and try to make light of the gravity of the situation.  Praise God that in Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and He remembers them no more.  But we remember our sins.
So does James really want us to start telling others every sin we have ever committed?  Stop wiping the perspiration from your brows.  This is not what James means in this verse.  I believe that James implies we should confide our problems and struggles to a close, trusted friend so he or she can help us by praying to God for help in overcoming them.  We are not Lone Ranger Christians; we are a part of God’s big family.
Yet when was the last time you asked a friend to pray for you because you were struggling with sin?  Indeed, have you ever asked a friend to pray for you in this situation?  In ways, it seems too personal and intrusive to ask a friend to pray for you about your struggles with sin.  Pray for my health, pray for my family, pray for my needs…but pray about my struggles with sin?  No thanks.  I can deal very easily with my own sin, thank-you very much.
When we pretend we are okay, I guarantee Satan will be in your ear.  Satan, the accuser, will have a field day the moment we are isolated.  Confessing our sins to one another does not make us perfect.  Each of us has a daily struggle with sin.  However, when we are honest and open with one another, we realise once again we are not alone in our struggles and a fellow Christian is standing alongside us, praying for us.
Do we pray for one another?  Are we praying for our brothers and sisters in Christ?  When we pray for one another, we express our love for one another.  Not praying for one another may signify the lack of value we place on them.  As a praying Church, we must pray for one another.  Reality is, if we love our brothers and sisters in Christ, we will want to pray for them.  Now you may not know everyone’s individual needs, but God does.
This verse ties in with encouraging one another.  What an encouragement it can be when you go up to someone, or write someone a card, saying, “I’ve been praying for you today.”  It means you actually took time out of your busy day to think about someone else and pray for him or her.  This is powerful.  At least once a year, the Open Doors leadership team sends out a letter to say they prayed for me today.  That makes me feel so good.  These men and women of God do not even know me, yet they are praying for me.  I am just a name on a mail out, yet they pray for me as if they know me personally.  In our Church fellowships, we know each other personally.  Some we may know better than others may, but that does not matter.  Let us start praying for one another, just as the Bible says.
The final principle of “one anothering” we will look at today is admonish one another.  The verse we will look at is from Romans chapter fifteen and verse fourteen.

“I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.”

Here the NIV chooses the word instruct rather than admonish.  
Those believers who have goodness and knowledge should communicate what they have.  By admonishing, or instructing, one another, we encourage one another to grow in our faith.  I believe that for us to instruct one another as the Bible tells us to, it is imperative we spend time with God every day.  I would suggest that within every fellowship, there are people who hold to weird ideas or beliefs in relation to the Christian faith.  These conflict with the truth of Scripture, and so those who have goodness and knowledge are able to instruct others by opening up the Bible and teaching the truths it contains.

Perhaps if I give the definition of the word admonish, you may gain more of an understanding of what it means to “admonish one another.”

First, to reprove gently, but earnestly.  Second, to counsel someone against something to be avoided.  Third, to remind of something forgotten or disregarded, as an obligation or a responsibility.

Each of these definitions ties in with what Paul was alluding to when he wrote, “Admonish one another.”  Of course, the key word underpinning this admonishing is love.  Without love, we would be judgmental, cold, clinical and disinterested in the spiritual well being of another believer.  Rather than admonish positively, we would discourage and not encourage one another as taught by the Bible.  A lot of these “one anothering” principles work together, and ultimately, this is what Jesus wants to see in us – “one anothering” principles to the fore.
Let’s be a Church made up of people who “one another” out of love.  We cannot do this in our own strength.  Praise God we have the Holy Spirit to help us in this “one anothering.”  So what are we waiting for?  Let us ask Him to help us right here and right now.
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