"WHEN IS IT EMOTION, EMOTIONALISM OR FORMALISM IN THE CHURCH"

INTRODUCTION

Scripture reading.... 1 Corinthians 14:30-40

  30 If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all  churches of the saints. 
Skip intentionally verses...34,35,36

37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.38 But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues.40 Let all things be done decently and in order.
1PETER 4:17... For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?
I am one who believes that Church life is beautiful, provided all things are kept in their proper order ! 
THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A PERFECT CHURCH ! 

SOUL WINNING BEGINS WITH A CHURCH THAT IS WELL ORGANIZED AND WELL BALANCED IN EVERY ASPECT OF IT'S CHRISTIAN WALK !
Allow me to present to you a short list of the makeup of the church in general !!!

A.  The fellowship ...(where saints are all gathered in one accord.
      The key words here are "one accord" Behold how beautiful 

      it is for bretheren to dwell together....
b.  The atmosphere..(Where angelic hosts ,ministering angels 

     and the HOLY SPIRIT are all present in our midst because 

     we are standing on holy ground)
c.  The praises...( God is praised and blessings are showered 

     all over us )...When the praises go up, blessings come down!
     The praises also represent the fragrance of incense 
     and aroma  as  found in the presence of God's throne room!

d.  The preaching...) Where sound, fundamental ministers 

     are called by God to minister his word, and saints hear 

     God's voice, not necessarily what man wants to  say 

     or minister, simply that they may be heard! 
e.  The presence of God....in the form of the Godhead can be 

     felt with out a reason or a doubt that He is in the place!
f.   The Miracles and healings...( where it is heard round 
     about that God is acting on behalf of his Children! 
g.  The Testimonies...A place where God is in operation 

     working on the inside but showing on the outside in the life 

     of His children!  
h.  Souls that come to Christ...Growth is seen in the form of

     fruit bearing inside the church by the grace of God!
But sometimes it can get ugly in some congregations!
yet the bible says...." 40 Let all things be done decently and in order."
Matthew Henry commentary reads the following....

Manifest indecencies and disorders are to be carefully kept out of all Christian churches, and every part of divine worship. They should have nothing in them that is childish, absurd, ridiculous, wild, or tumultuous; but all parts of divine worship should be carried on in a manly, grave, rational, composed, and orderly manner. God is not to be dishonoured, nor his worship disgraced, by our unbecoming and disorderly performance of it and attendance at it.

Meaning or to sum it all up.....LET SELF CONTROL BE CONTROLLED BY GOD OR YOU WILL BE OUT OF CONTROL !!

THE QUESTION I RECIEVED FOR TODAY IS ......
1. To emote or not to emote ? , 
  MANY ARE ASKING, WHAT DO YOU MEAN...MINISTER?

a. Many in the churches of God cry out BECAUSE OF  the lack of emotion in the worship and in the lives of others.
b. Others warn against emotionalism as they look down on 
    any display of emotion !
2. Can we have emotion without succumbing to emotionalism? 
    PERSONALLY, I believe we must!

a. Beloved,  Emotions have a scriptural role in the life of 
    the Christian
b. Yet when emotions become emotionalism, there is a 
    grave danger awaiting, not only  to the individual but the 

    church will be in question!!
[How can we have emotion without emotionalism?  Let's first consider that there are...]

I. THREE EXTREME  Isism's TO AVOID
A. EMOTIONALISM...
1. That "better felt than told" sort of religion

a. Where people depend more on what they feel in their heart

b. Rather than on what they read in their Bible
2. Where worship is characterized by unrestrained outbreaks 
    of emotion

a. E.g., rolling in the aisles

b. E.g., bursting out  in unintelligible words

3. Such emotionalism...

a. Disobeys the scriptural admonition for worship in a 
    decent and orderly fashion. 
1Co 14:40... 40 Let all things be done decently and in order.
b. Overlooks the warning:  "He who trusts in his own heart is 
    a fool..." - Pr 28:26
Madison Square Garden  RW Schambach meeting...3 nights.
B. FORMALISM.....Sorry but that's how we do it in our church attitude !  We have always done it like this since the days of our grandparents !  Well, maybe your grandparents were doing it all wrong all the time!!!
1. In which there is a complete lack of emotion in worship 
    and service

a. Perhaps in reacting against emotionalism

b. Resulting in a "dead pan" attitude

c. Where songs are sung and sermons preached with 
    little reaction by those engaged

2. Such lack of "heartfelt" religion is contrary to what 
    Jesus taught

a. Condemning a religion in which one's heart is far 
    removed from Him -
 Mt 15:7-8
b. Commending a love for God that involves the whole heart -
 Mt 22:37-38
[The tendency is to go from one extreme to another.  Formalism can be avoided by remembering...the next ism..
C. SENSATIONALISM
a.   Best Answer:  Sensationalism is a manner of being extremely 

       controversial, loud, or attention-grabbing. It is especially applied to 

       the emphasis of the unusual or atypical. It is also a form of theatre. 
b.   Actors in the church...God doesn't need any actors ....
      Anyone wants to act can go to Hollywood!!!!

      God wants worshippers, men and women full love &
      faith straight from the heart!...

John 4:24.. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
      In Hollywood everyone looks for attention, they become 

      loud and in some cases very extremely controversial!

c.   Some Christians act on their feelings rather on the word 

      of God. They too become very extremely controversial!

      Every word out of their mouth is full of a form of anger 

      and controversy!!

      THIS MUST BE AVOIDED IN THE CHURCH !!!!!
Beloved....
II. EMOTION HAS A PROPER PLACE in the life of a believer!
A. EMOTION IS NECESSARY...

1. There is to be the emotion of love - 1Pe 4:8; 1Co 16:22
2. There is to be the emotion of hope - Ro 12:12
3. There is to be the emotion of joy - Php 4:4
4. There is to be the emotion of sorrow - 2Co 7:10
5. There is to be the emotion of hate - Pr 8:13
6. There is to be the emotion of fear - Mt 10:28
-- There is a place for emotion in the life of the Christian!!!!
B. EMOTION MUST BE ROOTED IN THE WORD...

1. Scriptural emotions must be rooted in faith.
a. Such faith comes by hearing the Word of God
b. This requires the use of our intellectual faculties

2. Notice how the Word of God is designed to stimulate emotion:

a. Reading of God's love, we should be moved to love - 
1Jn 4:9-11.... 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.
b. Told of promises awaiting us, we are motivated to hope

1Pe 1:3... 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
c. Informed of Jesus' reconciling work, we are moved to rejoice

Ro 5:10-11... 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled toGod by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.
d. Rebuked by the Word, it produces sorrow - 
2Co 7:8... 8 For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season.
e. Filled with knowledge, we come to hate certain things -
Prov. 1:7.... 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
f. Reading of the warnings in Scriptures, we are moved to fear

Heb 10:25-27.... 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.
-- Scriptural emotions are based solely upon the Word of God
C. EMOTION MUST PRODUCE THE PROPER FRUIT...
1. Scriptural emotions must bear fruit

a. The emotions evoked by Scripture are there for a purpose

b. Unless the proper fruit is borne, it is simply emotionalism
2. Notice the kind of fruit borne by scriptural emotions:

a. The emotion of love bears fruit in obedience - 
Jn 14:15;...  If ye love me, keep my commandments.
1Jn 5:3..... For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.
b. The emotion of hope bears fruit in patience - 
Ro 8:24-25.... 24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
c. The emotion of joy bears fruit in sacrifice - 
2Co 8:2-5.... 2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.
d. The emotion of sorrow bears fruit in repentance - 
2Co 7:10.... 0 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
e. The emotion of hate bears fruit in rejecting error - 
Psa 119:127-128... 27 Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.128 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way.
f. The emotion of fear bears fruit in departing from evil - 
Prov. 16:6...  By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil.
-- Scriptural emotions will produce fruit in the life of the

Christian!

[While formalism can be avoided by understanding the necessary and proper for emotion in the life of the Christian, how does one avoid emotionalism?  One way is to remember...]

III. WHEN EMOTION BECOMES EMOTIONALISM or SENSATIONALISM IT'S TIME FOR SELF EXAMINATION!!!
A. WHEN EMOTION BECOMES AN END TO ITSELF...

1. When people stress emotion for emotion's sake

2. When people forget that emotions are a means to an end

a. To motivate one to produce the proper fruit

b. The goal is not the emotions, but the fruit they are

intended to produce

-- If all we display is emotion, not bearing the proper fruit, we

are guilty of emotionalism or Sensationalism!
B. WHEN EMOTION IS NOT BASED ON GOD'S WORD...

1. When one is led by the thoughts and intents of one's heart

a. Remember the warning of 
Pr 28:26... He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.
b. Consider also these warnings - 
Jer 17:9; The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
Mk 7:21-23...  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.
2. Our emotions must be rooted in God's Word .

Pr 3:5... Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.
-- If our emotions are based upon anything other than the Word of

God, we are guilty of emotionalism!

C. WHEN EMOTION IS THE BASIS FOR YOUR FAITH...

1. When we allow feelings to dictate what we believe

2. Such as when a person...

a. Refuses to obey what we read in the Scriptures, because he

"feels" it should be different

b. Tries to change the meaning of a passage to support what he

"feels" is right

-- If our faith is based upon emotions, YOU are guilty of

emotionalism!

CONCLUSION

1. The capacity to feel and express emotions is a wonderful gift from God...

a. It allows us to respond to the wonderful truths found in God's

Word
b. It motivates US  to higher levels of service in response to God's Will

-- But like all good things, the capacity of emotion must be properly used.
2. To avoid THE extremes of emotionalism, formalism OR Sensationalism...

a. We must Let our hearts be deeply moved by the Word of God
b. We must Let such emotion provoke us to bear the proper fruit God desires

"Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."

- Ro 15:13
