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TITLE: Being Ready 

TEXT: Mt. 24:26-27, 30-31; Rev. 1:7; 1st Thess. 4:16-17; 

Mt. 24:36-44; Rev. 16:15; Mt. 24:45-46

INTRODUCTION:  With the approach of any new year it seems something very predictable starts to happen within the Christian community and that is a slightly elevated focus on the return of Christ.

 I really don’t know why this is other than the approaching of a new year marks a time of new beginnings.

 This is predictable because the same thing seems to happen at the approach of every New Year. 

  As I remember it was greatly magnified 19 years ago when we were approaching a new millennium.

In late 1999 as we were approaching the year 2000 I remember seeing several reports on television news shows that last month or so of 1999 that told about different groups of Christians that had sold everything of earthly value that they owned and packed up their families and literally moved to Jerusalem so that they could be there when Jesus returned..
 The leader of one such group said that: “ they just had to be there to meet Jesus on the Mount of Olives when He returned!

 The reporter questioned the group’s actions and the man said: Well, if you had a loved one who had been gone a long time was going to return home, wouldn’t you want to be at the airport or train station to meet them?

 They reported that tourism in Israel was at an unprecedented high in late 1999 due to Christians making an exodus to the Holy Land---Many with the expectation that Jesus would return while they were there and they didn’t want to miss His appearing.
 Now don’t get me wrong.

#1 It is good to see large numbers of Christians being enthused about the eminent return of Jesus Christ.
 Scripture assures us that Jesus is coming back.
  The return of Christ is a fact yet to be realized and we are told to anxiously await His return.
 #2. It is good to be watching for the return of the Lord. Scripture admonishes us to do just that.
#3.  It admirable that Christians give up everything of earthly value to follow Christ.
Scripture admonishes us to be willing to do that also.
 The question that I ask myself when these kinds of things, such as people selling all that they have and moving to Israel to get a front row seat at the return of Christ and other radical behavior is: Don’t these people read their Bible’s?
 Many were convinced that Jesus would return on Jan. 1st 2000 as the clock struck 12:01 am.

 Many were convinced that they needed to be in the area surrounding Jerusalem in order to see and experience the Lord’s return. That if they were not there they may might somehow miss out on the event.
   It is these two things that I want to address from Scripture this morning.

  Jesus in addressing this very issue, His 2nd coming, starts out by making this statement: 

Matthew 24: 4 “Watch out that no one deceives you!”

4105 planao {plan-ah'-o}

2a) to lead away from the truth, to lead into error, to deceive

 Jesus was saying: watch out that no one leads you away from the truth, the absolute truth of Gods divine Word.
Watch out that no one leads you into error about the time of My return…
 And then Jesus talks about these two specific issues, the time of His return and the manner of His return.
 This is what He has to tell us so that when that times comes we won’t find ourselves being deceived, we won’t find ourselves being led away from the truth and fall into error…

 First He addresses the manner of His coming…

 Matt 24:26 (NIV) "So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 

27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

  This isn’t saying that Jesus will come literally as a bolt of lightning, but that when He comes it will demand our attention as a great bolt of lightning would.
 Example: Outside at night and large bolt of lightning goes across the sky in front of you---you can’t miss its flash.  

Matt 24:30 (NIV) "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 

31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

 Did you catch that?

When the lord returns--- all the nations of the earth will mourn. They (All the nations) will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 

  When Jesus returns it won’t make any difference if you live at the North Pole or the South Pole or in the United States or in China! Everyone will be able to see His coming when He comes.
Reve 1:7 (NIV) Look, he is coming with the clouds, 

and every eye will see him,  even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.. 
 Every eye will see Him! Even the eyes of the ones who pierced Him. Those who crucified Him.
The return of Christ will even be visible even from the grave! All the living and all the dead will both experience this event when it happens.
 Even if we were to be physically blind we would still know when Jesus returns..
1The 4:16 (NIV) For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

 Even if we can’t see it we will be able to hear it.
But I believe even the physically blind will be able to see Jesus return…
 This will be the premier event of all time! And no one will miss it! Either the Living or the dead! Every eye will behold the Lords coming in great power and glory!

It has always amazed me how, at times, Christian people have been deceived by this.

 When men such as Jim Jones and David Karish lead their followers to believe that they are the Christ and have then led their people to follow them to death.

40 years ago this past November a self-pro-claimed Christ, Jim Jones, led  918 men women and Children to their deaths in the jungles of Guyana. 

25 years ago last April a self-pro-claimed Christ, David Koresh, led 54 adults and 21 Children to their deaths near Waco Texas.
 The only way that the people who followed the teachings of these men could become deceived by them was to at some point they had to close their Bibles and just blindly follow.

 Scripture has plainly told us the manner of the Lords return. For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
  They (All the nations) will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 

 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God.

So Jesus says: Matthew 24: 4 “Watch out that no one deceives you!”
 Then Jesus addresses the time issue…

When all this will happen….

 Matt 24:36 (NIV) "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

37.As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 

39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 

41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

42 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

 First, a message to date setters….

"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
 No one knows the exact time. Not the angels in Heaven, Not even the Son, and certainly not any man. Only the Father Knows the exact time of Christ return.
  Of one thing I am absolutely certain. Widely publicize a date for Christ to return and Jesus will not return on that date.
 He may come the day before or the day after but the fact is no one knows the day or hour of His return.
 I also firmly believe that Jesus can come at any time. He could come before I speak another Word! ( You can give an AMEN to his return but not to my not speaking another word)

  There is no Scripture that has to yet be fulfilled in order for Christ to return. Especially if you hold a pre-trib view of the rapture of the Church! (Jesus comes for His Church before the 7 year tribulation period begins.)

 Nothing else scripturally has to first happen…
 Jesus can come at any time! The next minute, hour, day, week, month, year, decade, century, millennium.
  He can come at any moment! 

   Matt. 24:42 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

 Therefore, because Jesus is coming, regardless of when that time is, keep watch, because you don’t know when that exact time is.
When Christ returns is not important. The exact time of His coming isn’t the important question.
 The fact is He is coming and when He comes we will all know it regardless of where we may be at the time.
  The important question is not when He will come, but will I be ready for His return whenever it is that He comes.
 We are to " keep watch, because we do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

 KEEP WATCH
1127 gregoreuo {gray-gor-yoo'-o}

1) to watch-- be vigilant

2) metaph. give strict attention to, be cautious, active

2a) to take heed lest through remission and indolence some destructive calamity suddenly overtake one

Jesus goes on and uses an illustration to make His point!

 Matt 24:43 (NIV) But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

  Example: If you got a tip that your house was going to be broken into and robbed. That it was a certainty that the thief was coming at a certain hour of the day, you would prepare yourself for it. You would watch for the thief and not allow him to break into your house and rob you blind.
  It is a certainty that Jesus is coming and we are to watch and be prepared for it because when He comes He will come like a thief in the night- At a day and hour when we don’t expect Him.
 Reve 16:15 (NIV) "Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed." 

  Let me ask you a question..

Do you think that Jesus may very well come in the next hour  or sometime today or tomorrow?

 If you don’t really think that He will, then the time is perfect for Him to come.
 Because He will come at a day and hour when we don’t expect Him to come.
  That is the whole point! It shouldn’t make any difference to us when He comes. We should be ready for that time whenever it is.
  Life’s most important Question is not, when will Jesus return?  Life’s most important question is: will I be ready for the return of Christ whenever it is that He comes?
 Will I be ready to meet Jesus, whether it be at my death or whether it be on that day when the trumpet call of God will sound and Jesus will descend on the clouds in great power and Glory? Will I be ready?
William Barclay –

The best way to prepare for the coming of Christ is never to forget the presence of Christ. 

 Martin Luther purportedly once said: If I were going to plant a tree tomorrow and I found out that Jesus was going to return on that day I would arise early and go out and plant a tree.
 You see, if we are living our lives in Christ, directed by the Holy Spirit on a day to day basis, If we have given Jesus Lordship of our life, we are allowing Him to lead and guide us on a day to day basis, then what we do today is what Jesus would have us do today, and we should want to be found doing what Jesus has called us to do when He returns.
 So if I am living my life day by day in Christ and I plan to plant a tree tomorrow and find that Jesus is coming sometime later in that day I need to get up and plant my tree.
 If I would change what I would do just because I knew Jesus was coming then what does that say about the worthiness of what I had planned to do?
  If all the people who ran off to Israel to wait for the Lord to return would of stayed put and continued about the master business how many more people might come to Christ through their ministry before the Lord the does return?

 Just think about it?  What does it say about the ministry God has given us if we feel that we have time to stop doing it so we can go sit down somewhere and wait for Jesus to return.
 Say the Lord is going to return on Jan. 15th, 2019, What would happen if every Christian in every nation would go to Jerusalem right now and just wait for Jesus to come back?

    How many souls that might have been saved from the fires of hell be eternally lost because the Church heard that Jesus was coming back on a specific day and stopped what God had called them to do to go off to await the return of Jesus?
 Jesus says….

Matt 24:45 (NIV) "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 

46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 

  If you are a Christian doctor what should you do if you found that Jesus was to return tomorrow? What you should be doing every day--Get up and live the day for Christ! Go into the office and allow Jesus to minister through you to your patients.
 If you are a Christian contractor or factory worker what should you do if you found out that Jesus was coming back tomorrow? What you should be doing every day--Get up and live the day for Christ! Go to the job site and allow Jesus to minister through you to the others there.
 If you are a Christian housewife what should you do if you find that Jesus is coming back tomorrow? Do what you should be doing everyday—Get up and live the day for Christ! Allow Jesus to minister through you to your family.
  If it is worthy to do today it should be no less worthy to do tomorrow whether Jesus is coming back on that day or not..
 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns!

  You see, tomorrow may be the day that one of your patients comes to accept Christ through your life’s witness.
 It may be tomorrow that one of your CO-worker’s accepts Christ through your life’s testimony.
 If may be tomorrow that your spouse or your child comes to a saving relationship with Jesus through your living example.
  What should we do today if we find that Jesus is to return tomorrow? Hopefully the same thing we did yesterday…
 Go about the work that God has called us to do in the place that He has called us to do it and live a Christ-like life in front of those God has placed before us desiring that God would use us to bring just one more soul into His glorious kingdom before it is too late.
  No one knows the hour or the day of Christ return.
  But when He returns is not important….

 What is important is will we be ready for that day whenever it comes? Will we be ready to meet Jesus?

Song: I wish we’d all been ready by DC Talk

 Are you ready for that day when you will meet Jesus?

 The only way to be ready then is to know Jesus now.
 Not just know of Him or about Him but know Him personally through having a personal saving relationship with Him.
Do you have that personal relationship with the Lord Jesus this morning?
 If you do are you faithfully going about the Fathers business? Seeking to influence as many as you can for Christ in whatever time it is that you have left to do it?

Will your Lord and master find you faithfully serving Him where He has placed you whenever it is that He returns?
