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TITLE: Sanctity of Life  

TEXT: Ps. 82:3-4; Deut. 24:17 & 27:19; Mic. 6:7; Ps. 139:3-16;

 Jere. 1:1-4 & 22:3; Mt. 23:23-24 & 12:7

INTRODUCTION:  The second Sunday in January has been set aside as Right to Life or Sanctity of Life Sunday in America so I am a week off on the timing of this message but better a little late than not at all-Right?. 
Psa. 82:3 -4 (NIV)
3Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless;


maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed.


Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.
Deut. 24:17 (NIV)
17Do not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice---

Deut. 27:19 (NIV)
19“Cursed is the man who withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or the widow.”


    A few years ago I attended the Iowa caucus.

How many know what a caucus is? The caucus is the grass roots level of our political process. It is at the caucus that you endorse candidates and start the process of selecting the platform for your political party. The platform on which your political party will stand. That platform consists of planks. Planks are issues that are important to you. Once the issues are discussed by the people in the caucus and voted upon, if they get the yea vote by the majority in your group then they become a plank that will contribute to the platform of your party.

 Again, the platform is issues that you believe in and stand on as a political party.  Anyone present can present a plank, an issue on which they want their party to stand on and stand for.

  At this particular caucus I felt good about the particular issues that were presented in my precinct.
  Striving to preserve and build family values.
  The sanctity of marriage where by marriage would be between one man and one woman only.
  That adoption of a child be restricted to two parents of the opposite gender.

  That we strive to select conservative judges for our courts who will uphold the Constitution and traditional and moral values on which this country was built upon.

  That social security benefits be protected but to give younger workers the option to invest for their retirement outside of the current social security system into personal accounts of their own.

 All of these planks, these issues, where passed, and for the most part, passed without any disagreement by anyone within our group.

The last issue that was presented was that we grant 14th amendment rights to our most innocent and vulnerable citizenry, our unborn children. 

  The 14th amendment to our constitution says this:

Section 1.  All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

 The last issue presented was for guaranteeing equal protection under the law for our most innocent and defenseless citizenry-- Our unborn children. To give them the same rights that you and I have! Particularly the right to life..
   When an issue is presented the chair person will give opportunity for three people to speak, for up to 60 seconds, for the issue and three people to speak, for up to 60 seconds, against the issue and then the issue is brought up for a vote as whether it will become one of the potential planks that makes up the party platform or not.

 This issue got the full measure of discussion..  Three people spoke up for it and three people spoke against it.

 Then it came up for a vote to see whether this would become a potential plank that makes up our parties platform or not…

 The chairman asked for yea’s and then for nay’s. He couldn’t determine the count by verbal response so he asked for all in favor of supporting this plank to stand up--then he asked for all opposed to stand…

The vote was 8 to 7! 8 stood up for granting our unborn children 14th amendment rights---the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness and 7 stood up against granting our unborn children this basic human right..
 Now we were just one precinct out of several within our county that night. And I am sure that this issue came up in most, if not all, of the other precincts also.  And even if it would have failed in ours It probably would have passed in the others and would have made it to the county convention in March where the planks are actually put together and become part of the platform on which our party will stand as a state…
 But there is always the possibility that if the issue had failed with us that it might not have been brought up in any of the other precincts or failed in them too and this issue would have dropped from our parties platform…

 So God impressed upon me the importance of personal involvement..
 Another thing that really bothered me was the percentage of those within our precinct that were opposed to protecting the right to life of our unborn children… 49 %.

  In a party that not that many years ago, was probably 90% or more very pro-life!
I had to ask myself a question..
 What has happened within America?  What has happened within the Church on this issue?

 Have we as a nation, and even to a degree, as the Church bought into one of the biggest lies that Satan has ever propagated…. That Life, all life, every life is not a sacred thing, a sacred gift of God.  

  I have a little pop quiz this morning…

What do the cities of:

   Moses Lake, Wash.--- Bethel, Alaska --Pearl, Miss. ---West Paducah, Ky. -- -Stamps, Ark. ---Jonesboro, Ark ----Edinboro, Pa.--- Fayetteville, Tenn. ---Springfield, Ore. Richmond, Va---Littleton, Colo. ---Conyers, Ga. --Deming, N.Mex.--- Fort Gibson, Okla. ---Mount Morris Township, Mich. --- Savannah, Ga.  ---Lake Worth, Fla. ----New Orleans, La. --Baltimore, Md. ---Santee, Calif. ---Williamsport, Pa. --Granite Hills, Calif. --- Gary, Ind. --Caro, Mich. ---New York, N.Y. ---Red Lion, Pa.  and Cold Spring, Minn. 
   What do all these cities have in common?

 They are all cities where school shootings have taken place over the last 10 years…
 Children killing other children in our schools!  Something that was totally unheard of 40 -50 years ago!  Now it seems to happen with an almost an eerie regularity.
 What is happening to so many of our children in this nation where some have just walked into a classroom and opened fire on classmates and teachers and many have taken their own lives when finished?

 Psychologist and psychiatrists have many explanations as to explain why this sudden stream of violence is erupting from within our kids.

 Some will blame it on violence on TV and movies.. Others on graphic violent video games..
 Others blame it on poor parenting skills and children left to fend for themselves as there are more and more two parent careers and one parent households….
 I think that all of these things can be a contributor but I believe that there is something far more sinister that lies behind it all..
 Something that we as a society have largely contributed to over the last 40-50-years…

 I think that what we are seeing is a generation of children that have grown up with a very warped view on the sanctity of life.
  And here is the thing--We have given them that view, that vantage point..
 Over the last 40 years, by our example, we have told our children that life is not a sacred thing!

 By our example we have impressed upon the minds of our children that life is not sacred…
 How have we done that as a society?

 Largely Through legalized abortion on demand…
 Doctors perform 1.2 million non-therapeutic abortions each year in the United States.  

 Non-therapeutic means that the abortion is not done to insure the life or health of the woman but rather because of her desire for connivance, absence of distress and her so called happiness.. 

 Less then 1% of the abortions performed in this country annually are for the reasons of rape or incest or the woman’s life being endangered because of the pregnancy..
What does that mean?

 It means that over 99% of the abortions performed in this nation are done for nothing more than connivance.
 Abortion has become so frequent in the United States that population experts say that it has, in effect, become a new form of birth control..
 Which it is not! Birth control prevents a new life from beginning—Abortion, on the other hand, destroys that new life once it has already begun…
 1.2 million of this nation’s most innocent citizenry, our unborn children, are killed each year…
 That is a staggering one abortion for every 2.8 live births. Or for every three children that are born there is one child that will be aborted, will be killed…
 Of the women having abortions in the United States 75% are unmarried, 32 % are teenagers and 20% are repeat customers..
Micah 6:7 (NIV) 7    Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression?  The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
 At the caucus that night there was a middle aged lady in our group who was one of the three who spoke up against the plank being offered to support the sanctity of the lives of our unborn children.

 You could tell she was very emotional about the issue.

 She said that she was beyond child bearing years herself but that if she contemplated being in a situation where she was the victim of rape or incest and having to have that child that it just wouldn’t be fair to her as a woman..
 The sad fact of life, often the tragic fact of this life is this… life is not always going to be fair. Life is most probably going to have its share of tragedy and adversity for all of us….
 Sometimes bad things happen to good people..
 But two wrongs have never equaled a right…
 And anyway you slice it abortion is the taking of an innocent life! Abortion is nothing less then murder and most of the time it is premeditated murder. It is thought about. It is contemplated…
To try to justify their position many will say but it is not a life until after it is born…
 In the womb it is just a mass of tissue.. Birth defines life..
But that simply is just not true..
        Dietrich Bonhoeffer said it well in a class he taught on Ethics…
Destruction of the embryo in the mother's womb is a violation of the right to live which God has bestowed upon this nascent life (Budding, promising, emerging). To raise the question whether we are here concerned already with a human being or not is merely to confuse the issue. The simple fact is that God certainly intended to create a human being and that this nascent human being has been deliberately deprived of his life. And that is nothing but murder. 
    What does the Word of God have to say about the matter?

 From Gods vantage point where does life begin? When does God recognize life as life?

David reflects in…Psalms 139:13 -16 (NIV) 
13    For you created my inmost being;
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14    I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfull  made;  your works are wonderful,
    I know that full well.
15    My frame was not hidden from you
    when I was made in the secret place.
    When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,
16    your eyes saw my unformed body.
    All the days ordained for me
    were written in your book
    before one of them came to be.
Jeremiah 1:4 - -5 (NIV) 
4The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
5    “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
    before you were born I set you apart;
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

  What did God say to the prophet Jeremiah about when life begins?

  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew  you,
    before you were born I set you apart;
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
The Hebrew word for knew is:

  yâda‛
yaw-dah'
A primitive root; to know (properly to ascertain by seeing); observation,  recognition; designation acknowledge, acquaintance,  be aware of , comprehend, 
 What God was saying to Jeremiah was before I formed you in the womb I knew you, I recognized you, I acknowledged you, I comprehended you!

 Before you were born I set you apart as a prophet to the nations! Before you were born I had a plan for your life!
  If God recognizes life while yet in the womb then shouldn’t we recognize the unborn child’s life as well?

 You may be asking yourself, well what does this have to do with what we have seen happen in so many of our schools such as in: Moses Lake, Wash.--- Bethel, Alaska --Pearl, Miss. ---West Paducah, Ky. -- -Stamps, Ark. --- Edinboro, Pa.--- Fayetteville, Tenn. ---or Columbine high school in Littleton, Colo. 

 What possible connection can there be between abortion and school shootings?

 They are both roots of the same cause…
 A view among the people that do them that life is not sacred..
  That life is not a gift of God and as a gift of God it should be treated with respect-- It should be held in high regard--It should not be willfully violated or terminated… 
   Through our example we have left a message, possibly a  subliminal message, but a message none the less, on the minds of a lot of our children that life is not just, not sacred, but that life is cheap…Something that can be discarded..
 In doing so we have given them the message, by our actions, that the only reason that they are here is because we made that choice…
  That if their life would not have been convenient to us then they too could have entered the growing number of those aborted in their mother’s wombs…
 What kind of message is that to pass on to our youth?

 It has been said that what was once was the safest place for a child, their mother’s womb, has become the most dangerous place for them in America!

John Calvin, on his commentaries on the last four books of Moses, said this:

 The fetus carried in the mother's womb is already a man; and it is quite unnatural that a life be destroyed of one who has not yet seen its enjoyment. For it seems more unworthy that a man be killed in his home rather than in his field because for each man his home is his safest refuge. How much more abominable ought it to be considered to kill a fetus in the womb who has not yet been brought into the light. 

 What was considered unthinkable in previous generations has become commonplace in ours… The taking of an innocent life that we may feel at the time is an inconvenience..
 How can that not have an effect of the psyche of our children?
 A professor at the UCLA Medical School asked his students this question: "Here is the family history: The father has syphilis. The mother has TB. They already have had four children. The first is blind. The second had died. The third is deaf. The fourth has TB. The mother is pregnant. The parents are willing to have an abortion if you decide they should. What do you think?"

 Most of the students decided on abortion. "Congratulations," said the professor. "You have just murdered Beethoven!". 

 The family history that the professor gave was the family history of Beethoven!

  A woman by the name of Susan Shelley wrote this article in Marriage Partnership Magazine:

  "I was thrilled when the doctor told me our baby-to-be was a boy. I decided to keep the news a secret because I wanted to see my husbands face when our son was delivered.

   "In the fifth month, our doctor recommended a Level II ultrasound. 

   As I lay on the examining table, Dr. Silver manipulated the ultrasound, measuring the cranium and the femur and viewing the internal organs. We all watched the embryonic motions.

   "'Is everything okay?' my husband asked.
   "'Let me complete the examination and I'll give you a full report,' the doctor said. I hoped his evasive answer was merely his standard procedure.

   "Moments later, Dr. Silver announced his observations in a matter-of-fact voice. 'We have some problems. The fetus has a malformed heart--the aorta is attached incorrectly. There are missing portions of the cerebellum. A club foot. A cleft palate and perhaps a cleft lip. Possibly spina bifida. This is probably a case of Trisomy 13 or Trisomy 18. In either case, it is a condition incompatible with life.'

   "Neither my husband nor I could say anything. So Dr. Silver continued.

   "'It's likely the fetus will spontaneously miscarry. If the child is born, it will not survive long outside the womb. You need to decide if you want to try and carry this pregnancy to term.'

   "We both knew what he was asking. My soul was shaken by the news, but I knew clearly what I was to do.

   "'God is the giver and taker of life,' I said. 'If the only opportunity I have to know this child is in my womb, I don't want to cut that time short. If the only world he is to know is the womb, I want that world to be as safe as I can make it.'"

 These words are not from the heart of a woman who happened to get pregnant! 

 These are words from the heart of a mother!

  A true mother will always put the needs of her child, whether born or unborn, above her own.

 The same can be said for what defines a real father.

  Any two people with the right equipment can get together and conceive a child….But that ability certainly doesn’t make them a mother or a father…

 For the sake of our children, both born and unborn, we need to once again become a nation that truly embraces and encourages and teaches motherhood and fatherhood.

A Word from God for us as a nation today….

Jer. 22:3 (NIV)
3This is what the LORD says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the alien, the fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place.
Jesus has these strong words of admonition that I believe apply to us as a Church and we as a nation today…..

Matthew 23:23 -24 (NIV) 
23“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, Mercy and faithfulness. 
You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.

Matthew 12:7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’you would not have condemned the innocent.

Every day statistically 3,287 of this nations most innocent are condemned to death through abortion.
 And I do not believe God will not hold us guiltless for it!
 As the Father of our Bill of Rights, George Mason, once wisely and maybe even prophetically said:

 As nations can not be rewarded or punished in the next world, they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence (God) punishes National sins by National calamities….
.

   If, we the Church, and, we the nation need to embrace any particular Scriptural truth today it is the need to embrace mercy!

 Karl Barth once sad: Those who live by mercy will always be disposed to practice mercy, especially to a human being which is so dependent on the mercy of others as the unborn child.

Greek word for Mercy: el'-eh-os
compassion (human or divine, especially active): tender mercy.
 How merciful will we be? Especially when it comes to the plight of our unborn?

 We are in another election year…. In November We the people once again will have the privilege and responsibility to choose our leadership… What issues will you deem the most important?

 Social- economic ones? National security? Social Security? Or how the candidates stand on this one issue? The right to life of our unborn children?

 My personal view is that a man or woman may have great idea’s on social, economic and national security issues and those good ideas will mean absolutely nothing if they are not for giving the basic right to life of our unborn children and stopping the holocaust of abortion in America….

 All the good ideas in the world will not withhold the just judgment of God against this nation for a national sin so grievous as killing its unborn children…. 

As nations can not be rewarded or punished in the next world, they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence (God) punishes National sins by National calamities…..
 Some will say a message such as this is just preaching to the choir…..And I hope that is true—that all Christians believe this way…

 But here is the thing…If a choir gets away from the music for very long then their performance will be effected.. They may start to stray from the notes if the music is not always before them…..

  The Apostle Paul, Peter, even Jesus often repeated

the same messages to their hearers so that they would stay tuned into the truth they contained..
 The Question I will leave you with on this sanctity of life Sunday: Will you stand up and be counted for the plight of our unborn children---the defenseless, the fatherless and motherless?

 If Jesus were to stand beside you in the voting booth and all the issues were laid out before you….what issues do you think that Jesus would deem the most important?

 In America I think that the place where our true Christianity is either embraced or denied is behind the curtain of the voting booth…Our true faith is often revealed in how we cast our vote showing what is most important to us…

 If Jesus were standing there beside us would it affect how we might vote?

 Well, He is and it should!!!
