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TITLE: Living life beyond the Curtain…. 

TEXT: Is. 55:8-9; Mt. 27:50-52; Heb. 10:19-23; Jn. 14:6-7; Phil 4:4-9

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about living life beyond the curtain.

Within the pages of Scripture, especially in the Old Testament, we have a lot of beautiful imagery. Imagery that can help us get little glimpses of a God that is so far beyond our finite ability to understand or fully comprehend Him, it makes seeing Him, envisioning Him, knowing Him as He really is, all but impossible.  Yet within these images we are given in Scripture small revealing’s or revelations appear where we can actually get a mind’s eye glimpse of God every now and then. 
 Yet between natural man and God a curtain has been erected that separates us from Him.

 Throughout human history, ever since the fall of man, that time in the Garden of Eden when our ancestor’s  first chose to disobey God, ever since that time a curtain has stood to separate us from God.
 All throughout human history we have God on one side of this curtain and mankind on the other.

This curtain of separation that exists in the Spiritual realm was beautifully typified in the Wilderness Tabernacle and later on in the Temple of God in Jerusalem.

EXAMPLE: Show slide of Temple…..

Between the Holy place, that place where the priest went to perform their ritualistic duties to God, and the Most Holy Place, the part of the temple that represented the very presence of God among His people, there was a curtain of separation.  This curtain could not be crossed or penetrated by man for that would be like man actually coming into the very presence of God.  And God had already said that no man could see His face and live. Why? 

 Is it because God is a separation-ist? He feels that much above man and is simply too good for him.

  No! It is because God is that much above man and God is too good for us.
It has nothing to do with feelings; it has to do with simple fact.
God points out this difference between Himself and mankind very pointedly to Isaiah in:

 Isaiah 55:8 - 9 (NIV) 8    “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 9    “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

 But the curtain wasn’t erected because God knows He is better than us…
 It wasn’t erected by God just to keep us separated from Him but it was erected as an act of His Grace and mercy to man. The curtain was provided so that man may live and not be consumed by His Holy presence after man fell to sin.
 Without the curtain of separation sinful man would have come into the literal presence of an all Holy God and God’s all holiness would have consumed man in his sin.
 Sin of any fashion and in any form simply cannot enter the very presence of God and survive! God is so holy that His holiness consumes sin. It destroys it! 
  Man is not just guilty of sinning but his very nature had become sinful!

 That is why when Moses asked God if he could see His face, actually look upon God in all of His glory, God told him no. God told Moses that no man can see My face and live.
 God wasn’t being snooty with Moses ---He was being graceful! He was being merciful! 

 If Moses would have gotten his wish and actually been allowed to see the fullness of God in all of His glory, come into His very presence, Moses would have been consumed and destroyed because he, like each and every one of us, was a sinner! 
 He had the same sinful nature that every human being clear back to Adam and Eve has had.
 Moses had to live on this side of the curtain. He had no other choice. If he had been allowed to go to the other side, to Gods side, it would have literally cost him his life. Both physical and spiritual.
I have some good news for you this morning…

 Today, you and I can live on the other side of the Curtain!

 The Old Testament veil or curtain has been torn down allowing us access to God.
There is an often overlooked or passed over event that happened at the crucifixion of Christ. There is something very significant that happened just as Jesus died on the cross.

 Just after He cried out… Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.
 Matthew 27:50 - 52 (NIV) 50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split.  52The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.  
50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

What is so significant about this?

 What was it that the curtain represented to man?

Separation from God!

The curtain was a barrier to God that man had no hope of ever removing.
 What Jesus did “in reality” on the cross destroyed this curtain of separation “figuratively”.
In the past I have taught that what Jesus did on the cross destroyed this curtain of separation between God and man.
 Recently I have discovered that isn’t quite true.
 Actually, Jesus didn’t destroy this curtain as much as He replaced it. And he replaced it with Himself.
 Hebrews 10:19 - 23 (NIV) 19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,  21and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  

19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 

 Jesus tore down the tabernacle curtain that separated us from God when He gave His life on the cross for our sins and then replaced that curtain with Himself.. On the cross Jesus literally became that curtain!
 So, how is it beneficial to us if the curtain has just been replaced by Jesus? I mean the curtain of separation still stands if Jesus has become that curtain?
 It all comes down to access!  We never could have had access to the old curtain of separation because of our sin.
 We do have access to Christ. And since we have access to Christ we have access to pass through the curtain.
 Through Christ we can actually dwell on the other side, the God side of the curtain!
19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body..
Brothers, (sisters) we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus!

Just what is it that the applied blood of Christ does for us?

 What happens when we come to Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins and the salvation of our souls?

 What happens as we yield our lives to Christ and allow Him to become the Lord and savior of our life?

 What happens is that we become forgiven!
 Scripture says that when we are forgiven our sins and that from Gods perspective our sins are as far removed from us as east is from west! That our sins and lawless acts our buried in the depths of the deepest sea!

 That God literally remembers our sins no more!

   Think about this for a moment?

 What is it that keeps us on this side of the curtain separated from our God?  It is sin. Our sin has been the culprit all along.
 What has Christ sacrifice of Him-self done for us if we personally have embraced His sacrifice by coming to Him for the forgiveness of our sins and the salvation of our souls?

 We have been forgiven! Our sins have been removed from us! 
 In the sight of God we now stand as one who is positionally righteous!

God looks at us through the blood of His Son and He can’t see the sin because the Blood of His Son has washed it away.
 What were the words to that great old Hymn we sang last week?

“What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the Blood of Jesus!

What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus!

 Oh! Precious is the flow that makes me white as snow---No other fount I know, nothing but the Blood of Jesus!

Now if, through and in Christ Jesus, our sins have been removed from us, then in and through Christ Jesus we stand before God as one who is positionally righteous!

 We stand in the position of Jesus.

 Jesus is righteous and so as we stand in Him we are credited to God as Jesus is-- Righteous!  The righteousness is not our own but it is Jesus righteousness.  So when we stand in Him we are declared righteous by God because of the position that we have taken in Him. Thus we are positionally righteous before God.
 And that then enables us, or puts us in the position, to move on to practical righteousness or being righteous in our practices. It is the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that we receive at our salvation that makes practical righteous possible. But the instant we are saved we become positionally righteous and have access to God.
Jesus has also become the Curtain!
19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body…..22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith…..

Do you know what this means? Through our relationship with Christ we can actually cross over to the God side of the curtain.
 We can have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus!

The Most Holy Place represented the place that God dwells.
The most holy place represented the literal presence of God!

 Through Christ, who has become the curtain, we can enter the presence of God.
  In fact, when we come to Christ we have entered the presence of God.
This is in essence what Jesus was saying in John 14:6 when He said:
 John 14:6 - 7 (NIV), “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  7If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 

 How had they seen the Father? They had seen the Son.. And the Father and the Son are one..
The Son is what? He is the earthly incarnation of the Father.
 Christ is the curtain and when we come to Christ we have access to the other side. The side where God resides.
 But the sad thing is that most of the time as a Christian who has access to the other side of the curtain we still end up residing on the world side of the curtain.
We have access to the other side but we often choose to dwell on this side. 

How many of you have experienced passing over to the other side of the curtain?

Have entered the presence of God , entered  that place where God resides…have ventured over to that place of peace and joy and love and hope that only come from being in His presence….

Hopefully we have all experienced that at one time or another sense becoming a Christian….

But how many of us will dwell in that place? How many will reside in that place?

Often it seems when we go there it is more like going for a visit…

We go to Church and during the time of praise and worship we may venture to take the trip into the presence of God but once  worship is done with and Church is over we often find ourselves back on the world side of the curtain….

God desires for us to reside in His presence! To live our lives on the other side, His side, of the curtain!

How do we do that? In the busyness of the world in which we live, with all of its distractions, how can we live our lives on the other side of the curtain in God’s presence?

 If there was anyone in the New Testament who seemed to learn the secret of living their life on the other side of the curtain it had to be the Apostle Paul .

 Paul tells us how to actually live or reside on the other side of the curtain in:

 Philippians 4:4 - 9 (NIV) 4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  5Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
 How do we reside on the other side of the curtain?

 First Paul admonishes us to rejoice in the Lord always…

Rejoice= khah'ee-ro
A primary verb; to be full of “cheer”, that is, calmly happy or well off; be glad, joy (-fully), rejoice.

No matter how bad our day may be going, no matter how difficult it may be to find things in any given day to be joyful about, we can always rejoice or be joyful in the Lord.
Rejoice in knowing that Jesus has paid the price of our sin. Rejoice in knowing that our debt to God has been paid and paid in full…
 Rejoice in knowing that Jesus has opened the door to God so we can walk through and actually dwell in His Glorious presence. we can have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus!

So Paul says: rejoice in the Lord always! I say it again; rejoice --because the Lord is near.
6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,  present your requests to God. 
 Do you realize that as a Child of God we have access to God 24 hours a day 7 days a week. God is on duty for us 24-7. And because He is, we don’t have to be anxious about anything because in everything that we come up against God is there to hear our prayer and petitions and request.
Example: Computer tech support….Some companies offer tech support only during regular business hours like 9-5 Monday thru Friday EST.  And because they limit their availability it is almost impossible to get through to them if you have a need.

 Other companies offer tech support 24 hours a day 7 days a week and you can almost always get a quick resolution to your problems because they are always available.

 God offers us 24-7 tech support! There is no waiting for us to be heard! He will never put us on hold! 
 And He always has the right answer! He always knows exactly how to fix the problem!

 So as we come to and rely upon Him, learn to trust Him completely---we find that we do not have to be anxious about anything!
 And then Paul tells us the benefit of residing on His side of the curtain…
 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

The benefit of living, residing on the other side of the curtain is living in the peace of God.
 Not just experiencing the peace of God on occasion but actually living, abiding in Gods peace.
 I have been in a lot of different places in my life and there is absolutely no place as wonderfully sweet as to be in the presence of God because it is a place of true peace.
7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 I love the Greek word for guard here…
froo-reh'-o
to be a watcher in advance, that is, to mount guard as a sentinel (post spies at gates); figuratively to hem in, protect:—keep (with a garrison). 

As we reside on the other side of the Curtain through Christ, Gods peace will act as a watcher in advance, will mount a guard as a sentinel over our minds to hem in and protect our thinking process and set that same guard as a sentinel over our hearts to hem in and protect our feeling process, our emotions.
 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

And then Paul tells us how to actually abide, live on the other side of the curtain once we have arrived there. Make sure we don’t venture back onto the worlds side.
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
At first glance this sounds like Paul is actually pretty arrogant here doesn’t it?….9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
 How could Paul make such a claim, such a boast? Why was he such hot stuff anyway?

He is talking in the context of his abiding with Christ and living, dwelling on the other side of the curtain.
He tells us how we can abide there also.
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 

 If we desire to dwell on the other side of the curtain these are the things that we need to be dwelling upon.
Everything that we contemplate doing or saying needs to be held up to this list if we desire to dwell on the other side of the curtain.
 Is what I am about to do or say true, is it noble, is it right, is it pure, is it lovely, is it admirable— is it excellent or praiseworthy—

If it is they we should say or do it!

If it fails this test then we shouldn’t…
 But what is more, if we hold everything that we say or do up to this list and let this list guide and direct our lives then we will be living our lives on the other side of the curtain. We will be living our lives in the presence of our God.
 We will have entered the Most Holy Place. That place of love, joy and peace in the presence of our God.
 Do you desire to dwell on the other side, the God side of the curtain this morning?

  Are you tired of just an occasional visit and long to actually reside there?

Well Christ has provided the way! He has become the curtain and to get to the other side we need to pass through Him.
Jesus said: I am the way the truth and the life and do one comes to the Father but by Me! 
If you come to know me you come to know the Father, you see Me and you have seen the Father for I and the Father are one..
What Jesus was saying was: I am the way to the Father, the truth of the Father and through me you will find life in the Father and will dwell on the other side of the curtain….

Is that your desire this morning?


