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TITLE: The Sovereignty of God

TEXT: Dan. 4:4-9, 24-27, 28-37; Dan. 3:17-18; Jn. 12:24; Ro. 14:8; 2 Tim. 1:12; Phil. 4:13

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about the sovereignty of God and why it is important that we have some kind of basic understanding of it.

Sovereign, like a lot of the words that we use to describe God, I think that sometimes we use them without really appreciating what they mean. Sometimes we use them without even knowing what they mean.

 Sometimes we know just enough to know where to place them in a sentence but yet if asked to explain what they mean we find that we can be at a loss for words….

 So when we talk about the sovereignty of God, when we say that God is sovereign, what is it that we mean?

sov·er·eign·ty 1. Supremacy of authority or rule as exercised by a sovereign or sovereign state.

1. One that exercises supreme, permanent authority, especially in a nation or other governmental unit, i.e. A king, queen, or other noble person who serves as chief of state; a ruler or monarch. 2. Having supreme rank or power: a sovereign prince. 3. Paramount; supreme.

When King George was king of England he was the sovereign, the supreme ruler of that Land.

 It was a permanent and all powerful position that could only be vacated by death.
So when we talk about the sovereignty of God we are talking about Gods supremacy over that which He rules.
 God is sovereign over His creation. And God has created everything that has ever been created. God is sovereign over this universe and any other universe that may exist.
 God is sovereign in heaven and He is sovereign on Earth and He is sovereign in all places in-between.
 God is the supreme authority and the supreme power over all things.
 There is a story in the book of Daniel that illustrates the sovereignty of God to us in a pretty neat way.

 It centers on a King named Nebuchadnezzar.

 During the time of the prophet Daniel when the Israelites where in Babylonian captivity, Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon. He was the sovereign authority of Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar took a lot of pride in what he saw as his position of supremacy or supreme authority.
Nebuchadnezzar starts to have some pretty terrifying dreams.

Dan. 4:4 -9 (NIV) 4I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous. 5I had a dream that made me afraid. As I was lying in my bed, the images and visions that passed through my mind terrified me. 6So I commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be brought before me to interpret the dream for me. 7When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners came, I told them the dream, but they could not interpret it for me. 8Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the dream. 

9I said, “Belteshazzar,(bale-tesh-ats-tsar)

chief of the magicians, I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you. Here is my dream; interpret it for me.

 After the kings dream is revealed to him by Daniel, Daniel become afraid. Not because of the dream but because of the dreams interpretation.

 The dream didn’t apply to the enemies of king Nebuchadnezzar but to the king himself.

 So after being assured by the king that Daniel didn’t have anything to worry about but that he should go ahead and give the interpretation no matter what it was, Daniel did.

Dan. 4:24 -27 (NIV) 24“This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the king: 25You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes. 26The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 27Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue.”

 Nebuchadnezzar was a very powerful man and he was a very proud man. Nebuchadnezzar didn’t heed Daniels advice and acknowledge that the Lord God is Sovereign over the kingdoms of men including his own kingdom..

 So God proves His sovereignty to the proud king of Babylon…

Dan. 4:28 -37 (NIV) 28All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”

31The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle.
 Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”

33Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.

 What a lesson in humility before the Sovereign God of creation!

 For seven years Nebuchadnezzar had his sanity removed..
 He acted like a beast of the field, he ate like a beast of the field and he even started to look like a beast of the field!

33Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.

  What a sight he must have been!

 But then at the end of seven years of total and complete insanity Nebuchadnezzar said….

 34At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.

His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation.

35
All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.


No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”

36At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before. 
37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

What happened here in this story?

  A King named Nebuchadnezzar came to recognize what true sovereignty is. And he learned that as powerful and mighty of a ruler that he was that he wasn’t truly sovereign but the God of creation is.
 But this wasn’t the first time that the king had gotten an object lesson in the sovereignty of God.

  Before this there were three young Hebrew slaves that knew and understood what the sovereignty of God is all about and their lives and actions revealed this truth powerfully…

  Their names were Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.
 They refused to bow down and worship the king or his image and the king ordered that they be killed by being thrown into a blazing furnace that had been heated up to three times its normal intensity.
 In the face of what most would have viewed as a sure and horrific death, listen to what these three young Hebrew men say to the king as they are given one last chance to escape the flames before being thrown into the furnace….

Dan. 3:17 -18 (NIV) 17If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

  What were Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in essence saying?

  The God that we serve is in deed, in fact sovereign! He is able to save us from your hand but even if He does not He is still sovereign and because He is sovereign our trust we place in Him in life and our trust we place in Him in death…
 So why is it that we need to have a healthy view of Gods sovereignty in our life today?

 Because we live in a topsy-turvy world where good is often called evil and evil good, where right is often seen as wrong and wrong as right!

 Because we live in a world where sometimes bad things happen to good people and we don’t have the answer as to why.
 It will only be a healthy understanding of the sovereignty of God that will enable us to live the life that we have been called by God to live in this world of ours….

 Living a life that fulfills His purpose and His plan in our world.

I read a true story that I believe illustrates the sovereignty of God in action in our world today…

Example: It was in September when a young wife named Terry Shafer was strolling the shops in Moline Illinois.

 She knew exactly what she wanted to get for her husband, David, for Christmas. A little shop on Fifth Street attracted her attention, so she popped inside.  Right inside the shop on an end display was just what she was looking for..
 She asked the shopkeeper how much? He responded only $127.50.

 Her smile faded into disappointment as she realized David’s salary as a police officer couldn’t stand such a jolt right now.

 Uh, what about putting is aside for me? Maybe I could pay a little each week then pick it up a few days before Christmas?

 No, the merchant said, I won’t do that. Then he smiled and said: I’ll gift-wrap it right now and you can take it with you today and pay me later when you can.  This young wife was elated..
   Then came the night of October 1st. Patrolman David Shafer, while working the night shift, got a call in his squad car. A drugstore robbery was in progress. David reacted instantly, arriving on the scene just in time to see the suspect speed away. 

  With siren screaming and lights flashing, he followed in hot pursuit. Three blocks later the getaway vehicle suddenly pulled over to a stop.

 The driver didn’t move. David carefully approached the suspect with his weapon drawn.

 In a split second, the door flew open as the thief produced a 45 magnum handgun and fired hitting David.

  At 7 O’clock in the morning a patrolman came to Terry Shafer’s door and calmly and with great care told her what had happened.

  Stunned, Terry thought how glad she was that she had not waited until Christmas to give her husband his present.

 How grateful she was that the shopkeeper had been willing to let her pay for it later. Otherwise, her husband could have very well been killed. He lay in the hospital—not from a gunshot would, but only from a bad bruise.

 David Shaffer had been wearing the gift his wife could not wait until Christmas to give—his brand new bulletproof vest.

 Many will say, boy wasn’t that a neat coincidence or weren’t they lucky!

 Coincidence or luck have nothing to do with it..
 This illustrates the sovereignty of God in our world today.
  Within the moment of events is the designer, who plans and arranges the times and the seasons, including the minutest details of life.

Not all stories have a good ending.   Life can often be a maze. A maze of things and life events that we just don’t understand. But always behind the maze is the Master!

Example: Several years ago a friend of our lost their young son in a terrible accident at home….
 The parents were hurting greatly but they had a great faith in God.
 At the funeral an alter call was given by request of these young parents and several people came forward and accepted Christ.
 Later, at the funeral dinner with the family and friends the Lord impressed a verse of Scripture upon me to share with this young dad who had just buried his son..

John 12:24 (NIV)
24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.

 Through the death of this one little child there have been many who have come to a saving faith in Jesus Christ.
 Some who were at the funeral service that day and I believe many more as this couple have shared their testimony sense that time…

 The father’s boss was one that came forward and accepted Jesus Christ the day of his Childs funeral.
..unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But  if it dies, it produces many seeds.

 I believe this is an example of the sovereignty of God.
The Apostle Paul must have had the sovereignty of God in mind when he wrote these words…

Rom. 14:8 (NIV) 8If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.

This kind of statement only comes from a healthy understanding of the sovereignty of God in ones life.
8If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.

God has a plan and a purpose for our life that even transcends life itself. His purpose and plan can be fulfilled in our death as well as in our life.
 What is of paramount importance is that we belong to the Lord. If we belong to the Lord and live that is good.  If we belong to the Lord and die that is good.
 In fact if we belong to the Lord and we die that can even be better because we get to literally go to Him to whom we belong.
 But even if we are alive and remain until His coming He is and will always be sovereign…
 And if we recognize Him as sovereign then it will enable us to live our life victoriously in Him.
 An healthy understanding of the sovereignty of God will enable us to go through even the trials and tribulations and difficult times that we may have to go through in this life because if He is sovereign then He is in control and even though we may not understand the why of a situation we can still rest in the assurance of His sovereignty. That He has a purpose and a plan for our life…
 That He can even work His will through the trials and tribulations that we find ourselves going through..
 It was because of his understanding of the sovereignty of God that Paul was able to write…


2 Tim. 1:12 (NKJV) 12For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.

It was because of a healthy understanding of the sovereignty of God, that God is ultimately in control that Paul could say and mean…

Phil. 4:13 (NKJV) 13I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.


Do you take encouragement this morning to know that God is sovereign?

 He is in control! He can take even what the enemy has meant for destruction in our life and turn it to good..
 It is because of the sovereignty of God that we can take victory over all of life’s troubles and trials and tribulations because … “Greater is He who is in us then he who is in the world!”

 The sovereignty of God is a fact! It is an objective truth!

 Men may choose not to believe it or embrace it but it doesn’t change the fact that God is sovereign! God is in control! God rules over His creation!

God is sovereign… The question is: Is God sovereign, have we made Him sovereign, in our lives? 

 When we truly see and embrace God as sovereign it will make a world of difference in our life and relationship with Him and in living the lives that He has called us to live in our world.
 Sovereignty means supremacy of rule. Have you allowed, are you allowing, Jesus supremacy of rule in your life this morning?

  That is where are true victory in this life lies! A life surrendered to the Sovereignty of God in Christ Jesus!

