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Welcome and Announcements

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE
L: The Light shines in the darkness. C: and the darkness does not overcome it.

OPENING HYMN “Come, Thou Almighty King” ELW#408

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELWp. 94

L: Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Pause for reflection and self-examination)

L. Faithful and just God, we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to
death. We have not loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Let your Holy Spirit work in
us to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ, our
risen Lord. Amen.

L: In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us. In the name of Jesus Christ, I announce to you
that your sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for
others. Amen.

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power,
majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE FIRST READING Genesis 1:1—2:4a
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL MATTHEW 28:16-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. *When they saw
him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. :* And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. 2 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Todd Portinga

HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”  (Verses 1 & 3) ELW #413

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.)
*The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. May
God look on you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen.

*L: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



