
 

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

 Fourth Sunday of Easter                               May 3, 2020 
 

 
 

Service of the Word 

Weekly Resource for Prayer and Devotions at Home 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 

 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 

 

NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn 

more about worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a 

break, a nursery is located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either 

stairway. During worship, the nursery is self-service.  
 

 

 

FROM THE ELCA WORSHIP BLOG: 

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for 

worship as the body of Christ. While you cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of 

God and hold each other in prayer. 
 

DEVOTIONAL MUSIC LINKS: 
For your individual or group devotion, you may choose to listen to the following choral 

recordings made available through Augsburg Fortress, ” What a Friend We Have in 

Jesus”; “Filled with His Voice”; “Shepherd of Souls”.  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-kwzWQyTLs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-kwzWQyTLs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCpellYoEdQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hv99p_pCVts&feature=youtu.be
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Sunday, May 3, 2020 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in 

today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil 

and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us 

amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s 

tender care to all creation. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

(Water may be poured into a bowl as you give thanks.) 
 

P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling for life in which you took delight. 
 

 Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you 

led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 

John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as 

daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 

gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 

forgiveness, grace and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

During the gathering hymn, as a reminder of the gift of baptism, you may use the water to mark 

yourself or your family members with the sign of the cross. 
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Stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        ELW #619                 I Know That My Redeemer Lives! 
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GREETING 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the 

valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to 

the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

A A reading from Acts.  
 

FIRST READING                                      Acts 2:42-47 

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 

Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in 

worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 
 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers.  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 

done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they 

would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day 

by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 

food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 

day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM                                            Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 

 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
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A A reading from 1 Peter.  
 

SECOND READING                                   1 Peter 2:19-25 

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, 

rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and 

loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 
 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you 

endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do 

right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ 

also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

 22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 

entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 

guardian of your souls. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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P The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                    John 10:1-10 

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. 

Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 

climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd 

of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 

them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, 

but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 

figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came 

before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever 

enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Sit 

SERMON         
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Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY            ELW #502 v.1, 3, 4, 6 The King Of Love My Shepherd Is  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Penned up in our homes but united in the one flock of believers, we pray for the church, 

the earth, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A For the church, O God, we pray: that we will hear and follow your voice calling to us in 

the word; that bishops and pastors be sustained for their shepherding tasks; that churches 

devastated by the virus be upheld; that in this time churches find ways to continue their 

ministries of education and service. O God, faithful shepherd of the church, 

C restore our life. 

 

A For the earth we pray: that lands and waters be renewed; that animals and plants enjoy 

safe growth; that rain and soil nurture the fields; that drought and floods in Yemen be 

averted and locusts of Kenya cease their frenzy. O God, steadfast gardener of the earth, 

C restore our life. 

 

A For the nations of the world we pray: that heads of state and legislators cooperate for the 

good of all; that medical experts be heeded; that government moneys serve the nations’ 

greatest needs; that during Ramadan Muslims are granted release from prejudice. O God, 

fearless peacemaker of the nations, 

C restore our life. 
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A For a world so economically divided, we pray: that the millions of those unemployed be 

given food and shelter now and jobs in the future; that children find a fruitful means of 

education; that refugees be safeguarded from violence and prejudice; that, inspired by the 

early Christians, those who have means become ever more generous to those who endure 

great want. O God, just protector of the poor, 

C restore our life. 

 

A For all in need we pray: that those afflicted with the coronavirus be cared for; that the 

sick be healed; that those in despair find hope; that those who are lonely be comforted; 

that medical workers be safeguarded; that those we name here receive the best possible 

care (especially). O God, mighty healer of the sick, 

C restore our life. 

 

A For our own desires we pray: that like the shepherds Rachel and David, each tending their 

father’s flocks, we will be blessed for the fulfilling our tasks; and that you hear the cries 

of our hearts. O God, tender shepherd of each of us, 

C restore our life. 

 

A We praise you for those who have died in the faith, (especially). We pray that at our end, 

as sheep of your own fold, as lambs of your own flock, we will be gathered into your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. O God, gateway to life, 

C restore our life. 

 

P Into your everlasting arms we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your care for 

us, through Jesus Christ, our guardian and friend. 

C Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Sit 

OFFERING   

 FIRST SUNDAY: Noisy Offering for ELCA World Hunger 

Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift 

to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special 

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets. 
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Stand 

OFFERING HYMN   ELW #186                    Create in Me a Clean Heart  

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. 

Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P Let us pray. 

 Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 

 light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  For your 

 Word of life, O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

 

P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

 captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

 you.  For your Word of life, O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

 through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 

 your Word of life, O God, 

C We give you thanks and praise. 

 

P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

 our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  Faithful to your Word, O 

 God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 

 whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who    

  trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.) 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

SENDING HYMN                ELW #536           God Be with You Till We Meet Again  
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 
Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas 

Parish Secretary: Lizabeth Taylor 

Council President: Carol Knoch 

Vice-President: Suzanne Langston 

Treasurer: Kristin Lucas 

Secretary: Amy Otterbein 

 

Council Members: Diane Draper, Norma Ludlow, Chris McNamara, Brad Otterbein,  

Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth. 

 

 

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 


