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TITLE: A Lesson from the Seas
TEXT: Ro.1:18-20; Heb. 13:7-8; Ps. 103:1:11-12; Is. 43:26;
Heb. 10:16-17; 2 Cor. 5:17;Heb 7:24-26; 1 cor. 10:15;

 2 Cor.9:8; Act. 1:4-5; Gal. 2:20
INTRODUCTION: Whenever we go to Florida I have a daily routine. The condo we are blessed to be able to use is right on Cocoa Beach. The condo faces the ocean and it is only about a 100 yard walk to the water.

 Early every morning when I wake up I a grab a mug of coffee, my bible and my beach chair where I sit just where the waves are breaking around me. The tide is still coming in when I first arrive so as the water starts to come up to my waist I will move my chair back 10 feet or so. Around 9:30 or so the tide starts to go out and I have to reverse the process and keep moving my chair forward 10 feet at a time to keep my feet in the water.
 No one is out in the water early as the tide is coming in. I think it has something to do with sharks feeding in closer at high tide. So I have the beach pretty much to myself for a couple hours with just a few beach walkers coming by me. Most are probably locals out for their morning walk and when they see me sitting out in 18 inches of water probably think “another old tourist for the Midwest”.

 I stay down there until about noon or so just mesmerized by the waves and contemplate the greatness of the God who created them.

 A Scripture that kept coming to mind this year was:

 Romans 1:18-20 (NIV) 18 (NIV)  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
19  since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 
20  For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 
Did you catch that?
20  For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

The living Bible says it this way:

Romans 1:19-20 (TLB) 
19 (TLB)  For the truth about God is known to them instinctively; God has put this knowledge in their hearts. 
20  Since earliest times men have seen the earth and sky and all God made, and have known of his existence and great eternal power. So they will have no excuse [when they stand before God at Judgment Day].
 There are two things in creation that I feel reveal God to us in a might way--The mountains and the ocean’s.

For me the mountains reveal the majesty of God.

The oceans reveal the power and eternal nature of God and so much more.

The mountains in all their majesty are stationary and static.

The ocean on the other hand is constantly in motion and streaming with life within it.

As I was sitting in among  the waves early one morning and as the sun was rising and breaking through the clouds I really felt God impressing upon me For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
 And with this I contemplated just how God really does reveal Himself to us in His creation.
 So this morning a lesson from the seas….
 The first thing that the ocean waves impressed upon me about God was His eternal nature.

 The waves just keep on coming…Whether at high tide or low tide the waves just keep coming. They always have and they always will..
  And just when you think you have the pattern of their coming figured out there will be a change in their timing.

 There is always the sound of waves crashing into the shore. That is one thing that is so mesmerizing about the ocean,. The consistent sound of the breakers.
 But then every once in a while it will be completely quiet for a few seconds as there seems to be a lull in the breaking of the waves. The quite is very noticeable because the normal is the sound of the breakers coming in.
 God is like the ocean waves in that He also is eternal. He always is. He is always there. He just keeps on coming..

He can be counted on because He is always there for us.

Hebrews 13:7-8 (NIV) 8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
 Life itself is like the waves of the ocean isn’t it? The ocean has its cycle of Highs and Lows. High tide and low tide twice every day.

 We all experience the same thing in life. We have our high days and are low days. Times when all is well and times when we may struggle.

  What we can glean from the ocean is that even if in a low tide, a time of trial or tribulation, that the high tide, the time of comfort and refreshing is just around the corner..

  And that just as our God is eternal in nature so are we.

A great comfort for us as children of God…That we will spend eternity with our Lord.

 Another thing the ocean revealed to me or reminded me of was the cleansing power of God.

 As I would be sitting in my beach chair as the tide was going out I would find times when I would just be siting high and dry on the sand part of the time but then a larger wave would come in and push the water up around me and then flow back out to sea.

 Sometimes I would doodle in the sand by my chair or dig a hole with my feet and let it fill up with the water as it came in. But the power of the waves would wash it clean, fill up the hole as if nothing had ever disturbed it. Kind of like a cosmic etch and sketch….

Psalm 103:11-12 (NIV) 11 (NIV)  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12  as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

 No matter how big a hole or how large a sand castle you may make the incoming tide will wash it all away..

As the wave come in it knocks it down and as it flows back out to sea it fills the holes and flattens the beach. 

 A couple waves will bring the sand back to its original state.

 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12  as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
The waves remind me of the cleansing power of God.
 How that when we embrace Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our life that the wave of the Holy Spirit washes upon us and washes away our sins. With His washing we are left pure and clean as if sin had never been there in the first place.
Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 
25 (NIV)  "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more. 

Hebrews 10:16-17 (NIV) 
16 (NIV)  "This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds." 
17  Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more." 
 This speaks of the power of God’s great forgiveness.

Our sins our not just removed from us but God doesn’t even remember that we ever sinned in the first place!
 That is total and complete forgiveness!  That is perfect forgiveness!

 Take a look at the shell that you picked up this morning.

When I was picking up shells this year I tried to only choose the ones that were pretty much perfect with no chips in them.

 Which is harder than you might think.  These shells can be from a great distance away carried about by the tides and brought to shore by the driving waves. Most get damaged in their journey.

 In fact if you examine a handful of sand closely you will see that a lot of it consists of tiny or finely ground up seashells.

 Whenever you look upon your seashell let it remind you of the perfection of God. Especially the perfection of His forgiveness and that when forgiven by God through a personal relationship with Christ Jesus this is how God see you. Perfect! Without flaw or blemish!

 Think also of this as the new creation that God wants you to become.
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) 
17 (NIV)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
The cleansing power of the waves is really quite impressive.
 But it is nothing compared to the cleansing power of God’s forgiveness.

Whenever I would pick up a seashell it would always have sand in and on it. I would take it in my hand and hold it out in an incoming wave to wash it clean.

 But if that shell had a chip or a flaw the chip or flaw would still be there.

 But when God washes us clean He actually fixes the flaws also. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
 With all of its beauty and awesomeness the ocean, like life, still has its dangers as well.
 Cocoa Beach is on the Atlantic side of Florida. The other side of Florida is on the Gulf of Mexico. The gulf has clearer waters and smoother seas. The Atlantic side will offer less clear water and a lot larger waves.

I guess on the gulf side it is a lot more crowded and people just seem to go out and stand in the mild waters.

 On the Atlantic side with the larger waves a lot of people are surfing or body boarding or tubing and a myriad of other activities.
 But the water is cloudier. So it makes you wonder just what is out there lurking around you.

 I have seen sharks just out beyond where I may have been in the water the day before. This year we had several porpoises swimming just of the beach where we were.

 This year I ended up stepping on two crabs that let me know they didn’t like being walked upon by attacking my toe.

 A few years ago as I was sitting in my chair out in the surf and a dead jellyfish bumping up against my leg and about gave me a heart attack.

We went out to eat at one of our favorite seafood restaurants this year and I noticed they had a fish on the menu that I had never heard of before—Lionfish. I was going to order it but they were out that night.

 When I researched just what a Lionfish was I found out that it has never been thought an eatable fish until recently. They have always been considered to be poisonous. 

 They have large quills along their spine that are very poisonous but the meat itself was found to be pretty good.

 The reason it is starting to show up on menus though is because they are an Asian fish that somehow started to infest the water along the Florida coast and they have multiplied so much that they are putting the reef and marine life balance in danger.

 So the state has encouraged restaurants to find ways of marketing them so fishermen will start to harvest them to thin them out.
 You don’t even need a fishing license to spear, net or hook them.

 They stay in about 10 feet of water all along the coast.

Not something I want to bump up against. I probably wouldn’t because I am never out that deep.

I don’t mind the dangers I can see that much it is the ones I can’t see that make me a little apprehensive.

Life here on earth is kind of like the ocean in that regards. There are danger that we can see and some that we can’t.

 It is the ones that are not as apparent that often get us.

But as a Christian we don’t really need to be afraid of either.

We need to be and remain cautious but not fearful because the God we serve is able to deliver us from all visible and hidden dangers that may lurk around us.

Hebrews 7:24-25 (NIV) 24 (NIV)  but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 
25  Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
Our salvation is a complete salvation! We have nothing to fear in this world whether seen or unseen for the God we serve is able to save completely those who come to Him through a saving faith in His Son..
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) 13 (NIV)  No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
2 Corinthians 9:8 (NIV) 8 (NIV)  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
 In Scripture water is often used to symbolize the Holy Spirit.
Especially baptism in the Holy Spirit.

 When the Israelites passed through the Red Sea is was a symbol of their being baptized unto salvation. For them it was salvation from the armies of Pharaoh and the bondage of Egypt.

 Johns water baptism was a baptism or repentance from sin.

The Baptism of Jesus was a spiritual baptism into eternal life…The baptism of the Holy Spirit…..

Acts 1:4-5 (NIV2011) 4 (NIV2011)  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
 And in that upper room in Jerusalem some 40 days later they were indeed baptized with the Holy Spirit and the Church erupted like a volcano spreading the Gospel of Christ into our world….

 Today water baptism is an outward symbol or confession of what has already transpired inwardly.

 As the one being baptized is immersed in the water it is saying just as Jesus died for my sin I now die to my sin, I am identifying with Jesus in His death.

 As we are raised up out of the water it symbolizes that just as Jesus was raised from the dead into newness of resurrected eternal life I have now also by my surrender of my life to Him.   
 This is actually what Paul was talking about when he says in:

Galatians 2:20 (NIV2011) 20 (NIV2011)  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

This morning have you experienced the power of the resurrection in your own life?

 Have your sins been washed away like a sandcastle on the beach at high tide? Totally and completely removed-- As far removed from you as east is from west, buried in the deepest part of the seas, actually forgotten and remembered nop more by God?
 Do you now see yourself as the seashell in your hand…Made perfect by God through your relationship and identification with Christ?

 And if so have you now taken up the cross you have been called to bear until of the time of your complete redemption when Christ returns?
 To go out into the part of the world where God has you now with the gospel message of Jesus Christ….Being an ambassador of Jesus to the lost of our world around you until Jesus comes to set up His Kingdom…

 I love the closing scene in the movie Schindler’s List.

 It is the true story of Oskar Schindler, who of German decent and a member of the Nazi Party goes to Nazi occupied Poland to start a factory and make a lot of money. Once there he witnesses the massacre of the Jews starting and his desire to make money is replaced by a desire to save as many Jews as possible.
 He does so by bribing the German officer in charge of the camp in which the Jews are being held to take them as workers in his factory to spare them from going on to the death camps. All the profits of the business go into more bride money to get more workers released unto his care.
 At the end of the movie when they get news of the German surrender: Schindler then turns to the German soldiers and tells them that he knows they have received orders to dispose of the population of the camp. He tells them that this is their opportunity. However, he then proceeds to provide them with a more pleasant alternative: leave now and return home as men, not murderers. One boy turns and leaves and the rest of the soldiers follow suit. After the soldiers exit, Schindler calls for three minutes of silence in honor of those who have been lost. 
The scene cuts to a group of men thanking a man and removing his tooth. The tooth has a gold crown, which the workers melt and mold into a ring. 
 The workers follow Schindler as he leaves the factory later that evening. Schindler provides to Stern, his Jewish accountant, a list of things that he has left for the workers. Outside the factory, all the workers have gathered to bid farewell to Schindler. They remove their hats out of respect. A Rabi steps up to present Schindler with a letter that the workers have written and signed, which explains Schindler's innocence should he be captured as a war criminal.
 Stern then steps forward to present the gold ring to Schindler. On the ring is inscribed a Talmud expression: "Whoever saves one life saves the world entire." Schindler, hands trembling, drops the ring but retrieves it and slides it on his finger. He grabs Stern's hands and whispers to him that he could have gotten more Jews out of Plaszow. Stern shakes his head and tells him that there are 1,100 people alive because of him. Schindler gets upset, realizing that if he had just sold his gold lapel pin or his car, that he could've saved more lives.  Upset, He keeps repeating I could have save one more, I could have saved one more. His Jewish workers comfort him by surrounding him and embracing him. 
 I believe this is how we should be our heart as a Christian?  If I could have saved but one more?

Maybe our motto should be  "Whoever saves one life saves the world entire."
Oskar Schindler had developed a heart for the Jews that led him to give his all to see just one more saved from possible death from the Nazi’s.

How much more should the thought of someone being eternally lost in hell motivate us to give are all to save just one more of them?

This is missions Sunday and an opportunity for us to give so that we can send others to the lost of our world that we can’t reach ourselves…..

 But that in no way releases us from our responsibility to share Jesus and save all those around us that God may bring across our path.

How faithful will we be to the calling that God has placed upon our life?

Will our attitude on the day of Christ return be “If I could have only saved one more?”

