Paw in Hand: Science and Art
In the ongoing developments in the fight against cancer, we have been consistently apprised of the pressing need to contribute towards funding scientific studies and further education.    Undoubtedly doing so will spur further discovery into the causes and cures of cancer.  Funding research studies is an unobjectionably worthwhile endeavor and one that we should all consider embracing.
It has been estimated that there are approximately 78 million dogs and 84 million cats in the United States.  Crude estimates of cancer incidence indicate that there are roughly 6 million new cancer diagnoses made in dogs and a similar number made in cats each year.  This large population of pets with cancer provides the opportunity to study spontaneous cancers similar to those seen in humans. 
The value of these spontaneous cancers in understanding and managing cancer in general has been evident to veterinary oncologists and other cancer researchers for many years. More than 30 years ago, optimization of bone marrow transplantation protocols was undertaken in pet dogs with lymphoma. Since then, the work of clinical veterinary oncologists in using naturally occurring cancers in animals to better understand and treat cancer in humans has been referred to as comparative oncology.

One of The Perseus Foundation’s key missions is to bring a greater awareness to the public on the importance of comparative oncology.   Education is a key component – one that constantly needs exciting programs and innovation.  We also believe that in the quest to educate pet owners and the community at large there exists a missing component – one that is equally deserved of renewed attention, enthusiasm and funding.  We are referring to the Arts. 
Though many perceive art and science as somewhat at odds, the fact is that they have long existed and collaborated brilliantly.  This extraordinary synergy was embodied in great thinkers like Leonardo Da Vinci and the renowned Chinese polymath Su Song. One of Carl Jung’s mythological archetypes was the artist-scientist, which represents builders, inventors, and dreamers. Nobel laureates in the sciences are seventeen times likelier than the average scientist to be a painter, twelve times as likely to be a poet, and four times as likely to be a musician.  Furthermore, camouflage for soldiers in the United States armed forces was invented by Abbot Thayer, an American painter and Earl Bakken based his pacemaker on a musical metronome,
Mae Jemison, a doctor, dancer, and the first African American woman in space, said, “The difference between science and the arts is not that they are different sides of the same coin… or even different parts of the same continuum, but rather, they are manifestations of the same thing. The arts and sciences are avatars of human creativity.”
As it is peeks into the future, The Perseus Foundation is delighted to announce the creation of Perseus and the Arts.  This initiative, unique to our organization, will strive for excellence in educational endeavors by incorporating dance, theatre and music.  We hope it will inspire others to follow our footsteps in the magical synergy of science and the arts.

