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TITLE: SUBMIT AND RESIST

TEXT: James 4:4-10; Phil. 2:25; 2 Ti. 2:3-4; Lk. 9:23;

Mk. 10:17-22; Mt. 6:24; Ephe. 2:1-3; Jn. 16:33; Phil. 4:13; Acts 1:8

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about submission and resistance and the important role that these things take in our lives as a Christian.

 In fact these two things will be a necessary part of our walk with Christ.

Turn with me to James 4….


James 4:4 - 10 (NIV) 4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  5Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?
 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
 7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
Within these verses of Scripture we find an all-important truth of Scripture….Our need to submit and resist…

 7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

First let’s talk about the importance and necessity of Submission in the life of a believer.
7Submit yourselves, then, to God..
Most people understand the basic requirements of military service.

The first thing anyone experiences when they enlist in the military is their rank within the chain of command under a commanding officer.
Implicit in such lining up under the leadership of a superior is that the soldier, sailor, airman or marine will obediently carry out all he is commanded to do.

However, the military is not the only context in which the concept of submission applies. The concept of submission is necessary in many areas of life---job, family, boy scouts, girl scouts and many other areas of life as well.

In James 4:7 the word submit is used in the most important since… The need to submit in our relationship with God.
7Submit yourselves, then, to God!

As Christians we are called to submit to God and come under the sovereign authority of Jesus Christ.
This is the basic requirement for anyone who would become humble before God.
Scripture often uses military terms to describe our service to God…..


Philippians 2:25 (NIV) 25But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 

2 Timothy 2:3 - 4 (NIV) 3Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  4No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. 
I think that it is appropriate and important to see ourselves as Christians as having enlisted in God’s army, willing to obey His commands and follow His leadership.

This kind of humble, willing submission to God’s authority is what Jesus meant when He told His disciples in:


Luke 9:23 (NIV) 23…. “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

This concept of submission simply means doing God’s will from our heart, no matter what the cost.
The story of the rich young ruler in the gospel of Mark I believe provides a good measuring rod of our submissiveness to God….


Mark 10:17 - 22 (NIV) 17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone.  19You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.’£
20“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 21Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

After this young man professed obedience to God’s laws, Jesus tested him further by commanding him to, “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, ---- Then come, follow me.” 22At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

Why did this young man end up going away sad?

 He came to a place in his life where he was not willing to submit fully to God.
At this one particular point this young man was not willing to submit and obey Jesus—and his face fell and he went away grieved, for he had much wealth.
The Greek word that we translate as Submit is:

hoop-ot-as'-so
From G5259 and G5021; to subordinate; reflexively to obey:—be under obedience (obedient), put under, subdue unto, make subject to, be (put) in subjection (to, under), submit self unto.
The word submit doesn’t leave any room for compromise. We will either be submissive or we won’t..
 In reality we can’t be kind of submissive to God any more than a woman can be kind of pregnant…
  We either are or we are not!

And the same thought applies when it comes to the area of our resisting…

Contextually this verse of Scripture is talking about 

Submission to God and resistance to the Devil…

  Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

This is a pretty tremendous promise of Scripture..
The promise is having the devil actually flee from us.
The Greek word used for flee here is:
fyoo'-go
Apparently a primary verb; to run away (literally or figuratively); by implication to shun; by analogy to vanish:—escape, flee 

The promise here is that the enemy, not might, but will flee from us! He will turn tail and run! Literally vanish!

Receiving the promise is conditional upon an action on our part.
The action on our part?  We must submit and Resist. Submit to God and resist the devil.
The successful diplomat or politician is often quite adept at the art of compromise and finding middle ground on various issues. Some become very skillful in the art of compromise.
But such skill is a hindrance when it comes to determining our position before God.

When we come to God in true humility and by faith and repentance submit ourselves to His authority and guidance by allowing Him to be the Lord of our life we will immediately find ourselves the enemy of Satan.
Here is an important fact…

    We are either in God’s Kingdom and under His Lordship or we are in Satan’s kingdom and under his lordship.
It is impossible to have one foot in each kingdom at the same time! There can be no compromise when it comes to this. We cannot serve both kingdom rulers at the same time.

Matthew 6:24 (NKJV) 24“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. 
We  cannot serve both God and the devil at the same time.
We are not to serve the devil but we are to resist the devil! 

To “resist the devil” gives us insight into what it means to be an enemy of Satan.

The Greek word for resist is:

anth-is'-tay-mee
to stand against, that is, oppose:—resist, withstand.
To resist the devil means to take a stand against the person of Satan and his entire system, which includes everything that he does and everything that he represents.
Such resistance is the complete opposite of the position that we had before we submitted our lives to Christ!

Ephe. 2 reminds us of the position that we all had before we came to Christ for our salvation….


Ephesians 2:1 - 3 (NIV) 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 
Before we came to a saving faith in Christ Jesus each of us were dead in our transgressions and sins!
Before we came to a saving faith in Christ Jesus each of us followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. That is Satan Himself!
Before we came to a saving faith in Christ Jesus each of us were guilty of gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature  and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 

 Objects of whose wrath? Objects of Gods wrath!
Why? Because we had given the Devil Lordship of our life! We lived our lives in submission to him and the ways of this world of which Satan is described as the prince or ruler…
But all of this changed when in humility we submitted our lives to God and switched our allegiance from the devils kingdom of this world to Gods Kingdom.
And once we make the decision to submit to God then we will find the need for resistance to the devil…

Before we came to Christ resisting the devil wasn’t an issue. We were already living in his kingdom and obeying his laws (or his lawlessness).

Resistance to the devil only becomes an issue once we submit our lives to God and become an enemy of Satan.
EXAMPLE: Shortly after Pam and I got serious about our relationship with Christ and really started to commit and submit our lives to God all hell seemed to break loose in our family. (The devil Attacked us through our kids)

 It was a very difficult time for us but we learned some very important spiritual truths through the experience…

 # 1. Satan is a very shrewd strategist. He will always attack us at our weakest point. If he knows that he can’t get to you directly then he will try getting to you through another means… With us it was an attack on our children….

 After Pam and I fully committed our lives to Christ the Devil knew that he wouldn’t be able to come against us directly so I believe he launched an attack on our kids… And it took an overabundance of God’s grace for us to resist the devils attack on our family.
(One son ran away---another  son took off with his girlfriend and got married)

I can remember having an argument with God at the time… Lord, we have never had any problems with our kids. Now that we have really given our lives to you and are really striving to discern and do your will it seems like all hell has broken out here.
  I was really having trouble making sense out of the timing of all of this…. I mean, I was under the impression that once you fully surrendered to the Lord that everything would be better and that we would never have a problem in life again..
 I evidently hadn’t yet read… 
John 16:33 33“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 Some Christians friends came over one night just to encourage us in what we were going through and as we made this statement to them about how hard it was to understand why all this was happening now after we had committed our lives to the Lord and that families that have absolutely nothing to do with God seem to be coasting through life problem free especially where their children are concerned.

 I believe the Lord spoke through them as they gave us this council.

 Well that’s not surprising! Why would the devil have to attack those he already has? The devil is a wise strategist and he isn’t going to waste the time or effort to come against those who are of absolutely no threat to him.
 It is because he now sees you and your family as a threat to him that he has come against you.

We had submitted to God and now came the necessity for us resist the devil. Resist the temptation to question or doubt God.
 I can’t tell you how much comfort we found in those words All of a sudden it  all seemed to make sense.
We prayed through that time and there were a lot of others praying us through that time. We literally felt the prayers being offered up for us and we went through that time with an almost eerie peace that certainly surpassed all human understanding.
 And God was faithful…He got us through the storm safely.

But the word resist took on a new dynamic for us..
There is real power is resisting!!! There is promise attached to resisting the devil and that is the promise that he will flee from us! He will turn tail and run! 

He will vanish at the resistance of the one who has submitted their lives to God!..
 The problem that a lot of us will encounter within the Church today is that we often try to submit to God without resisting the devil or we try to resist the devil without first submitting to God And neither will work!

We need to submit and resist and in that order in order to realize the promise that is being given..
 7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

 Many Christians wrongly assume that the devil is much more powerful than he actually is. But if you understand James promise you will know you have abundant spiritual resources to handle Satan’s often empty threats. Being humble before God doesn’t mean being weak before the devil. God enables us to stand firm and resist...

Paul and the early Church understood this very well!

 It was what enabled them to say:

 Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 13I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

Last words are very important. Jesus chooses His last words to His followers, I believe, very carefully before leaving this world and ascending to Heaven.
What were those words?

      Acts 1:8 (NIV) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you!

Power to resist and power to fight the devil and power to live a victorious life in Christ..
Is it your desire to realize the promise of the power of seeing the devil flee from you?
It is a promise of God but it rest upon the conditions of submission and resistance..
Have you determined to submit your life completely to God and standing in the strength that He supplies resist the devil and all that the devil represents within our fallen world.

The sure promise of God is that he, the devil, will then flee, turn tail and run from you.

 And that is power!


