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TITLE:  The Love of Discipline.
TEXT: Heb. 9:1-11; Prov. 22:6; Prov. 3:11-12;

Duet. 6:4-9; Ro. 8:28

 INTRODUCTION:  This morning we are going to talk about discipline. Anyone starting to cringe yet?
 Discipline is a key word in the Christian faith. I mean without it, without discipline, our walk with the Lord will be futile..  As Christians we need to be a disciplined people. God has called us to be a disciplined people.

 

  If you would turn with me in your Bibles this morning to Hebrews 12:1-11

  In the previous chapter, chapter 11, Paul has given us as examples all the heroes of the faith, Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses just to name a few 

  Then he starts out chapter 12 with the word, "therefore"....

{toy-gar-oon'}
1) wherefore then, for which reason, therefore, consequently, because of that.
 

Hebr 12:1 (NIV) Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.
 

 Paraphrase..

 Therefore, Because of this great cloud of witnesses, because of all the Christians who have gone on before us and ran this same race, let us throw off our sin and everything else that so easily entangles us and let us run with perseverance the race that is marked out for us, the race that many have already run.
  The race that we have been called to run in as a Christian has already been marked out for us.

  There has been a map that has been made. And all that we have to do is follow that map! Follow the markers that have been left along the path.
  I always understood the course makers, the ones who have marked out this race we are to run in, as those who have gone on before us, this great cloud of witnesses.

  But they are not the ones who have marked out this race that we are to run in. What made them heroes of the faith is not that they marked the way for us but that they followed the way that was already marked out for them.

 Jesus is the one who has marked it out! Jesus is the map maker!
 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,
    KJV says the author and finisher of our faith.
 Jesus is the author, the one in which our faith originates, where it begins.

 And He is the finisher of our faith.

{tel-i-o-tace'} a perfector, one who has in
his own person raised faith to its perfection and so set before us the highest example of faith.
  The race we are to run is the same race that Jesus ran when He was here. He ran it first and has marked it out for us.

  2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.
 

  So what does all this have to do with discipline?
 Jesus was disciplined! Jesus lived a disciplined life..

 And If we are going to be successful in running the race that He has marked out for us then to do it successfully we will need to be disciplined as well.
  For the race that Jesus ran, the one that He has marked for us to run in leads to a cross.
 For Jesus, It was a race that was full of obstacles. Wicked men who were hell bent of destroying Him. 
 We have been called to run in the same race..

 And there are those who would like nothing better than to see us get off of the path and loose our way.

  One in particular is the great destroyer and deceiver of mankind. Satan himself, would like nothing better than to see us get off the path that Jesus marked out for us and to see us loose our way and to fall flat on our face.
  The enemy has placed along this path inviting looking exits to try to draw us off the path that Christ has laid out for us.

 In some places along that alternate path Satan has placed IED’S to try to destroy us in our walk of faith..

 Those IDE’S may take the form of adulterous affairs, or the abuse of alcohol or drugs or pornography and a myriad of other destructive forces including some very discouraging people at times.
 The only way that we will stay on the path that Jesus  has marked out for us and run the race marked out for us successfully is if we learn to live disciplined lives.

 

 5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?
8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons.
9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!
10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.
11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
 

    We are told not to make light of the Lords discipline!

 3643 oligoreo {ol-ig-o-reh'-o}
1) to care little for, regard lightly, make small account of.
  When we are disciplined by the Lord we are not to regard it lightly. We are to sit up and pay attention.

  The discipline of the Lord is not something that we should dread as a Christian.  Just the opposite, we should welcome it.
 5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."
  What is this word of encouragement? What are the words that we are to be encouraged by here?
 Paul is repeating a truth that Solomon had once said:

 Prov 3:11 (NIV) My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, 12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.
 

 The words here that are meant to be an encouragement to us are: the Lord disciplines those he loves, As a father the son he delights in.
 Are you being disciplined by God? Then praise God! He loves you and is treating you as one of His children.

 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?
8 If you are not disciplined then you are illegitimate children and not true sons.
 

  You see, the only way that we can escape the discipline of God is to not be considered a child of God.

  If we are not disciplined by God than we are described as illegitimate children. Children born out of wedlock, Fatherless Children.

  It is only the child of a father that is disciplined by the father.
 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!
  10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.
 
  Paul throws in an analogy here. The discipline of our earthly fathers.

  To really understand the discipline of God we first need to understand parental discipline.

  Our concept of discipline, the disciplining of our children has changed radically sense these words were written. Especially the concept of discipline in the west.
  If you as a parent today were to discipline your children the way, say your grandparents may have been disciplined by their parents you may find yourself in jail or have your children removed from you.
  Your rights as parents have severely been infringed upon today and it is only going to get worse.
  The word for discipline that is used here in Scripture combines the thought of chastening and education. It points to sufferings that teaches us something.
  As a parent disciplining your child, sometimes you need to make them suffer something in order for them to learn an important truth.
  Maybe that suffering that they must endure is nothing more than standing in a corner for a period of time--Maybe the suffering that is called for is a swat on the behind to teach them an important truth.. 
  If you have a young child that keeps going out in the street, and standing in the corner doesn't detour them from doing it, then you better move up to something that will detour them from going out into the street, even if it is well placed swat on their behind.
  You show me a child that is never disciplined by their parents and I will show you a child that is going to have a very hard time in life.
   And parents let me give you a rather sobering thought..

  One of the things that we will have to give account to God for when we stand before Him is what kind of stewards we have been with the gift that God has given us in our children. How we have instructed them. How we have disciplined them so that they would have the best chance that we possibly could give them for their coming to know God in a personal way. 

 Prov 22:6 (NIV) Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.
 
 Train up a child in the way he should go!
  02596 chanak {khaw-nak'}
 1) to train, dedicate, inaugurate (start out)
 

  Deut 6:4 (NIV) Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. (1st-discipline ourselves in the Word)--Then----

7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
9 Write them on the door frames of your houses and on your gates.
   In short, parents do whatever it is that you have to do to impress God upon your children! Train them up! Discipline them when necessary.

  Sometimes you will have to make them do something that they may not want to do.
  I have known Christian parents that, when it comes to going to Church or Sunday school have left the choice up to the child as to whether they want to go or not.

  That is not training up a child in the way that they should go!

  Unless what you are trying to train your child is that they only need to learn about God when they may feel like it.
   I have heard these same parents say that well if they don't want to be there then they won't learn anything anyway.

 If that is how we really feel then we are seriously underestimating the power of the Word of God!
 Does the same logic apply to sending our kids to public schools? They only have to go when they feel like it?

 Scripture says: Hebr 4:12 (NIV)  the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
 

  I can't count the testimonies that I have heard from young people who have been saved in a Church service that if they had been given the choice, they probably wouldn't have been there.
  As parents we need to give our children every opportunity that we can possibly give them to come to know Jesus Christ and we need to place them in an environment where God can speak to their hearts.
  I believe that God can and will speak to even the youngest child in a Church service through His Word.

 

(Sometimes I really struggle with this whole concept of  children’s Church—Pulling young children out of the Church service)

 

  They may only grasp one small segment of any particular service but it may be that one small segment that will stick with them 10-20-30-40 years down the road that will make a difference in a particular situation or temptation whether they stand or fall as a Christian.
  Let me let you in on a little secret-- When I first started coming to Church it was very seldom that I came because it was where I wanted to be. As a young child I went because my parents sent me. As a young adult I came for the same reason that a lot of you guys first started to come.
  Your wife made you come! Or strongly suggested it.
  But regardless of why I was here, It was when I was here that God got hold of my life. It was here that God planted the seeds of faith that would one day start to sprout and grow.

 

  As Christian parents, if we do not start to impart the discipline of Church early in the lives of our children, we will be doing them a major disservice in their life.
 I have heard some say, well I was forced to go to Church as a Child, and when I got away from home I didn't go for years because it was forced on me as a child.

  My thought is-- but you are here now! Had you not had that early training how do you know that you would have ever came to God?
  Most of the time that period of falling away is not so much a matter of bad discipline by ones parents but simply a rebellious spirit.

 I know because I had one!

 

11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
   It may be painful to have our children sit in Church--both for them and for the parent!

 But later on, sometime down the road of life, it will produce a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

  

 Hebr 12:10 (NIV) Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.
 

  As parents we will discipline our children as we think best. Our parents disciplined us as they thought best...God disciplines us for our good…
 As parents disciplining our children we will make mistakes at times.  We will not always do what is necessary or right.  We are finite, limited in ability and limited in knowledge and it is by God’s grace and His Grace alone when we do well, when we happen to get it right.

  But God disciplines us for our good!
 Gods discipline is always right! It is always just exactly what is needed! And when God disciplines us it is for our good, our wellbeing. No matter how painful it may seem at the time.

 

 Why does God discipline us?

 So that we may share in His holiness!

 So that we can be assured that we will one day be with Him where He is now.

 

 V 7 says  Endure hardship as discipline.
   All of us will go through times of hardship..

 Does that mean that God brings hard times upon us?

 No He does not!  Just being human and living on planet earth, living in a fallen creation, ensures us that we will have hard times.
 There will be trials and tribulations in this life for all of us!
 

 We are to Endure hardship as discipline!
 

  Roma 8:28 (NIV) And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
 

  In all things God works for the good of those who love Him!

  Even in our hardships!  God can and will use any situation that we find ourselves in to teach us something..
 We are to endure hardship as discipline.
 We are to take the hard times and learn something from them.
 They don't have to be just a negative experience to us.

 God can take a negative experience and make it a positive one!

 

 EXAMPLE: broken arm (the first time) Chimney fell on left arm causing double compound fracture.

 Did God cause it to happen? NO!! ( My carelessness did)

 But sense it did happen He used it to teach me an important discipline of the faith. To trust and rely upon Him.
 I have only had two major fears in my life; Doctors and hospitals and speaking in public.

 Not good phobia’s for a future minister.
 With 12 surgeries over five years and countless trips to the doctor’s office I got over my fear of doctors and hospitals.

  God is still working on the public speaking thing. It is easier than it was but still not something I would do apart from a healthy measure of God's grace each and every time I speak.

 But one thing I discovered was that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
 

  As parents we have been entrusted with the disciplining of our children.
 Sometimes that discipline will hurt--It may prove to be painful....But if we love them we will do it anyway.

 

(Example: Say you are on a deserted island alone with your only child and they have a broken finger--you are the only one to set it)

 What you do will hurt them but down the road it is for their good---takes a lot more love to do it then to not do it)

 

  A parent that doesn't discipline their child doesn't really love them very much..

  If God didn't discipline us it would mean that He doesn't really care for us.

   God disciplines us because of the infinite love that He has for us.
  11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
 

  The secret to being disciplined is to be trained by it!

  If a child is disciplined to stay out of the road and they become trained by that discipline, guess what? They don't have to be disciplined in that area again & it will produce a harvest.  (They will not be as likely to be flattened by a car)

 

  When God disciplines us in any area of our life and we learn from it, it becomes a discipline of our life, and we will not have to be disciplined in that area again. We will have produced for ourselves a harvest of righteousness, of rightness! 
 What is this harvest of righteousness?—For the Christian primarily We will become a little more like Jesus..

 

   Is that your desire this morning? To become a little more like Jesus?

 

 Is that your desire not just for yourself but for your children and their children after them?

 

 Then hear the Lord this morning---

 Prov 3:11 (NIV) My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.

