Jimi Hendrix
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
By Ronald A. Busse

It came upon Jimi Hendrix clear that Christmas 1969 marked a time of special significance.  For it was a time when Hendrix, bassist Billy Cox and drummer Buddy Miles were busy rehearsing for their upcoming appearances at the Fillmore East in New York.  

     And in taking time out to prepare something extraordinary for his audience, Hendrix recorded this inimitable medley of holiday favorites to celebrate both the birth of Christ and the arrival of a new decade…the 70’s.

     Photographed as Santa Claus on the cover, Hendrix makes it clear he is merely having fun amongst friends with this recording; not to be considered a polished studio effort.  Two separate instrumental pasticcios of “Little Drummer Boy”/“Silent Night”/“Auld Lang Syne” are festively performed by Hendrix’s magic fingers, in a somewhat similar fashion to his infamous rendition of the “Star Spangled Banner.”  A flowing translation of taps connects “Silent Night” to “Auld Lang Syne.”
     As an added treat, interpolated between the Christmas medleys is “Three Little Bears,” a track originally written during the May 1968 Electric Ladyland sessions, but never included on that album.  In fact, this playful tune built around a catchy guitar riff has been unavailable in the U.S. for nearly twenty-five years…until now.
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