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TITLE: Understanding Gods Financial Plan

TEXT: Mal 3:8-12; Lev. 27:30; Ps. 54:6; Nu. 18:21-24, 28;

2 Co. 8:1-12, 9:6-15

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about understanding Gods Financial plan. I have  talked about the tithe and what Scripture has to say about it several times over the years. The tithe represents an important part of Gods financial plan for the Church. But it is just one part of that plan.

  How many of you this morning use a household budget? We have for years and it has really been a blessing. One thing that a budget does is that it helps you see all aspects of your financial situation so that you can deal with it in a logical and expedient manner.

  A household budget is as simple as sitting down and writing out, making a list of all that you owe.  Making a monthly checklist on the bills that you have to pay and then list the income that you have coming in.

 A good budget has to even include things like groceries and incidentals that may arise within the month.

  One primary benefit of doing this is that it gives us a good picture of where we are really at financially and it gives us a structured way to handle the problem.

 Sometimes it may show us that we are really living beyond our means and that we need to “tighten the belt” so to speak. 

 If we know at the beginning of the month where our money is going to have to go to meet our obligations 

It will help keep us from doing a lot of impulse buying that we may do if we do not have a good handle on our finances.

 I believe what is most important to any personal budget is to do all that we can to get Gods help in this area of our lives.

 We talked about this when we talked about the importance of the tithe.

Malachi 3:8-12 ( NIV ) 8“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. 

“But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’
“In tithes and offerings.  9You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.  10Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  11I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty.  12“Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty.
For Pam and I, The tithe has become the first most important item in our personal household budget because of the promise of God that is attached to obedience to God in this area.

Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  11I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty.

This is one way that we can assure God’s blessing on our financial situations.
It is one of those conditional promises of Scripture.. God saying you do this and I will do this….

God has a financial plan for his Church as well as us personally and that is what I want to focus on this morning….

 I want to look at just one portion of Mal 3:8.

But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’
“In tithes and offerings. 

 How many of you this morning have thought that a tithe and an offering were for the most part the same thing?

Well, they are not! They are too completely different things in Gods financial system.

Two distinctly different things for two specifically different purposes.

The word used for tithe here is:
mah-as-ayr',  a tenth; especially a tithe:—tenth (part).

And the tithe is not suggested by God but it is a command of God to His children.

Leviticus 27:30 ( NIV ) 30“‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 

The word for Holy here is 

ko'-desh
a sacred place or thing;—consecrated (thing), dedicated (thing), hallowed (thing).

It is not the value of what is given that makes it holy in Gods sight but it is our faith, trust and obedience in giving it that makes it holy to Him..
But it comes to us in the form of a command and not a suggestion.

The word used for offering is:

ter-oo-maw'
a present (as offered up), especially in sacrifice or as tribute:—gift.
 King David uses this word in:

Psalms 54:6 ( NIV ) 6    I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, O LORD,

 For it is good.

Freewill comes from the Hebrew:

ned-aw-baw'
spontaneity, or spontaneous; abundant gift:—freely given, willingly offered, voluntary offered.

Do you see the difference between the tithe and the offering?

The tithe is a set amount, a tenth part, and it is a command that requires obedience if it is our desire to obey God in all things..

The offering on the other hand has no specified amount or portion but is offered voluntarily or of our own free will.
 Now I believe that these two things are intended to work closely together but they are, none the less, two totally separate areas of giving for two totally different purposes from Gods perspective.

  So let’s look at the purpose for each…

 When the Israelites, the 12 tribes of Israel, went into possess the Promised Land, God divided up the land among them as their inheritance.

All the tribes were given an inheritance of land whereby they could reap the bounty of the land they were given to survive and prosper.

 All the tribes received and inheritance of land but one, the tribe of Levi.

 Levi was the tribe of priests of the most high God!

God did not give them an inheritance of land because they were to disperse themselves in among all the rest of the other tribes so that God would have His priest dispersed among His people.

 That way each tribe would be assured that they would have spiritual leaders and preachers, if you will, among them.

So how were the Levites, God’s ministers to the people to survive without an inheritance?

God says this in: Numbers 18:21-24 ( NIV ) 21“I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting.  22From now on the Israelites must not go near the Tent of Meeting, or they will bear the consequences of their sin and will die.  23It is the Levites who are to do the work at the Tent of Meeting and bear the responsibility for offenses against it. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. They will receive no inheritance among the Israelites.  24Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the Israelites present as an offering to the LORD. That is why I said concerning them: ‘They will have no inheritance among the Israelites.’”
This was really an act of genius on the part of God!

 He withheld an inheritance of land and material possession from His chosen tribe of priests so that they would disperse themselves among the rest of the tribes so that all the tribes would have Godly ministers among them.
 And the tithes of the rest of the tribes would be given to support the priest of God that was dispersed among them….

The 11 other tribes would give their tithe to the Levites; the Levites were commanded to tithe off of what they received and give a tenth part to Aaron the high priest.

Here is some interesting math….I just figured this out as I was studying this this past week…

There were 12 tribes. 11 were given an inheritance in the land of Canaan and commanded to give a tithe, a tenth portion to the Levites who had no inheritance. 
 The Levites were then commanded to give Aaron a tithe or a tenth part of what they had been given to support his ministry as the high priest.

Numbers 18:28 …From these tithes you must give the LORD’S portion to Aaron the priest.
 How much was the inheritance of the Levites in comparison to the rest of the tribes?

It was exactly the same!

 Each of the eleven tribes gave them 10% so the Levittes ended up with 110% of what the individual tribes had and then they gave 10% of their support to  Aaron so it left them with 100% of that the other tribes had been given to live on!

 God equaled it all out while providing for both the spiritual and physical needs His people..
And this tells us the purpose of the tithe….The Old Testament priesthood is a for-type of the New testament Church…

 God purpose for the tithe today is for the operation and ministry of the Church!

The offering was to be something different….

It was not a required amount but was to be given willingly as ones heart would direct them.

The tithe was for the operation and maintenance of the local Church The offering usually went to ministry outside of the local Church….

We have a wonderful example of this in 2 Corinthians 8.
 Paul is addressing the Believers is Corinth about the needs of the believers is Jerusalem who were going through some pretty tough times financially. 
 When a Jew left Judaism and embraced Christianity they were ostracized by the larger Jewish community. 
Their Jewish brothers would not buy their goods or have anything to do with them if they became a Christian, so it left them pretty destitute and impoverished.

   Paul is going around to the Churches asking for an relief offering be taken to send to the struggling believers in Jerusalem….This was a missions effort!....

2 Corinthians 8:1-12 ( NIV ) 1And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,  4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  5And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will.  6So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.  7But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us£—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

8I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others.  9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
10And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so.  11Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means.  12For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.
 Paul here is using one group of believers as an example to motivate another group of believers.

 In speaking to the affluent Church in Corinth Paul uses the willingness to give of the much less affluent, even poor churches in Macadamia….

The Macedonian Churches where really struggling themselves. They were under some pretty severe persecution because of their faith in Christ at the time….

 Just listen again to their attitude in giving this offering to their brothers in need in Jerusalem….

1And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,  4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 

 Evidently Paul had gone to them, not so much for financial support but for prayer support for their brothers in need in Jerusalem.

Yet, even though they, themselves, were poor when they heard the need it moved them to want to give to help!

Paul says….

2Out of (their) most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 

 The Macedonian Churches didn’t give out of their excess but they gave out of their very substance!

And Paul testifies that they did it.. Entirely on their own,  4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 
Paul, please allow us to help! Please let us be a part of this! Please allow us to give this offering!

 This had to move Paul to tears as he reflected upon it to the Corinthian Church.
 I imagine that Paul was as proud of the Believers in Macedonia as any Father of their child that makes a great accomplishment in life…
I have known many who were always willing to give to a need but I don’t think I have ever had anyone come and plead with me, beg me, to allow them to give…especially when they may be struggling financially
Paul then reminds the Believers in Corinth of an earlier time in their own lives….
 Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so.  11Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means.  12For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.

 Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 

Tithes are commanded and really have little to do with desire, other than the simple desire to please God…. The tithe comes down to a matter of simple trust in and obedience to God.

The offering has everything to do with a desire to give!

Missions giving is a free will offering and hopefully when we give to missions we do it motivated out of a strong desire within our heart to do so.
Whenever we take up an offering for someone in need it is a freewill offering and hopefully we give because God has placed within our heart the desire to do so.
  Scripture says …

12For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.

Paul goes on to expand on his teaching in the next chapter…

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 ( NIV ) 6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

This reinforces that Paul is talking about freewill offerings and not the tithe here when he says….

7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

 Again the tithe being commanded and a set amount, a tenth portion or 10%,  and an offering being voluntary or of one’s own freewill according to what he has and not according to what he does not have….

 And then Paul give us the dynamic involved in Gods financial plan…..

 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  9As it is written: 

    “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;
    his righteousness endures forever.”£
10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  
 God is the supplier of all seed! He has given us seed to sow it and not just stow it!

11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion!

And then we are told the real purpose of our generosity in giving…
And through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.

 It is all about giving the glory to God! It is all about the name of the Lord being praised! It is all about showing others the magnificent wonder of God’s grace working through us!

14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

What is this indescribable gift that Paul gives thanks to God for?

The gift of God’s grace manifest in our life through our willingness to give because of our relationship to Him!

The gift of God’s grace whereby we realize that God is the supplier of all our seed and we have been called to sow that seed in word and in deed!

The grace of knowing that no matter how hard we may try it is impossible for us to out give God for with whatever measure that we use His measure is infinitely greater!

The gift of grace whereby we know that when we give of our substance because of our love for the Lord that we store up for ourselves treasure in Heaven where moth and rust cannot destroy and where thieves cannot break in a steal! Treasure that will pay eternal dividends in Gods eternal Kingdom!

14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 I feel that it is important that we understand Gods financial plan for us.

 God’s financial plan is one of a kind! It is the only financial plan that will pay eternal dividends.

Understanding it will enhance our lives and the lives of others as it will open our hearts up to them as we reflect Jesus love for them in deed as well as in word.

  And the end result of our giving as the Macedonian Church gave is that others will be helped in their times of need, we will be spiritually blessed and most importantly God will be praised and glorified! 

 God has given us all a store of seed. We need to sow it not just stow it! 

 The dynamic that God lays out here is that the more seed that we sow the more seed God will provide for us to sow!

10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.

11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion!

 God has called us to be, not a warehouse of His blessings, but a clearing house for His blessings!
  A warehouse is a place where things are stored. A clearing house is a place where things pass through for distribution and redemption..
 When in the grocery business all the coupons we would take would be bundled together and sent to a clearinghouse where they would be sorted by company and then sent on that company for redemption.
11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion! And your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

 What kind of seed sower are we being for the Lord today?
 Do we have the heart of a Macedonian believer?
 Are we not just willing to give but do we have a heartfelt desire to do so?
 Do we conceder it a privilege and honor to be able to give so that God is praised and glorified through it?

 Is our harvest of righteousness being increased through our sowing of Gods seeds of blessing that He has given us to sow?

This is Missions Sunday in our Church and God has given us the opportunity to sow some of the seed He has given to us. He has given us another opportunity to store up for ourselves some Heavenly treasures that will pay eternal dividends. What a blessing and privilege to help advance His Kingdom in this way...

