Weekly Devotional 8-28-2011 A Tree’s Life
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This past spring I had to cut down a couple of trees. With my chainsaw in hand I went to cutting. After an all day process of cutting down two 25 foot tall trees and cutting them up into firewood I took a break. One of the trees was about ten inches around. I decided to cut it at table top height so that I could place a round top from a wooden cable reel on it and make an outdoor table out of it. 

The next day I got to looking at the tree stump. It was beautiful it had several rings in it which I knew showed the age of its life, but also something else very important. This tree was about twenty-five years old. As I was looking at the rings I remembered a story about tree rings.  As a tree grows, it produces new layers of wood around the trunk, just under the bark. If a tree is cut down, the layers are visible in a cross section. The layers appear as a set of concentric circles known as tree rings.

In general, one layer of wood grows each year. Each layer consists of two colors of wood: light-colored "earlywood" that grows in the spring and summer plus darker, denser "latewood" from the fall and winter. Tree rings—also known as annual growth rings—vary in size each year depending upon the environmental conditions that the tree experiences. For most locations, tree rings will be wider during years of abundant rainfall and narrower during times of drought. A picture from the cross section of my tree is shown in the photo above. 

If a fire damages a tree's bark and exterior, but does not kill the tree, a new layer of wood can grow over the scarred layer the next year, preserving the scar as a record of the fire. Evidence from tree rings indicates that the climate of the southwestern United States has experienced long periods of drought just as in my tree above. The other thing I thought about while looking at my tree was how when we are wounded a new layer of skin grows over the wound protecting it but leaving a scar just like the tree. GOD is amazing how he made nature and us to be so resilient.
This made me think about the times in our lives when we go through drought seasons of faith. Our life is not much different from a tree’s life. We have our seasons of loss, doubt, financial worries and all the other hindrances that come with life. We also have seasons of abundance where and when we can really see and feel GOD’s blessings in our lives. Even in times of drought life is still there; we may have to dig deeper to hold on to or find the faith to keep going. Just like a tree’s roots must bear down deeper to find the life giving water below the earth, so must we bear down inside ourselves to find that glimmer of hope and faith that GOD has instilled in each and every one of us. 
If you are struggling or feel you have lost hope, dig down deep, don’t give up the life giving water is there in your soul. 
Winston Churchill said, “Never Never Never Quit!” 
You can be a strong tower bending beneath the wind and mercy of GOD if you just never quit believing. I pray this story of the tree gives you courage, strength, faith and hope in whatever you may be struggling with. God promised that we, when walking by faith in His Son, we will be like a tree planted by the river, Jeremiah 17:8 “He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit." Let the living water from the sanctuary of JESUS flow in you and through you. 
If you are not struggling then find someone to encourage and give that strength and hope. We are called to be the light upon the hill, Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the world--like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden,” and in John 8:12 Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." I like to think of it as “the water of life.” 
Go and let your “little light shine” shine forth for all to see the glorious marvelous love and power of Christ. This little light of mine I’m gonna let it shine, this little light of mine I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine let it shine let it shine!!! PRAISE GOD for the droughts and the abundance of life and for that little light. 
	

	


