Wright, Copiague Capture First State Title
By Ronald A. Busse

Senior point guard Kia Wright was already regarded as one of the finest players in Long Island history, even before the Class A state public schools girls’ basketball championship tipped off.  She already held every school record at Copiague High, and three times had been selected to the All-Long Island team.  But never before had Wright nor the Copiague Eagles won a state title.
     That all changed on the night of Friday, March 14th.  Powered by Wright’s 19 points, nine rebounds, four assists, four steals and three blocks, Copiague blasted Section II’s Bethlehem, 62-53, at the Hudson Valley Civic Center for its first ever state crown.

     Ironically, after an eight-year drought, it was the second such prize of the evening for a Long Island high school.  New Hyde Park had clinched the Class B title just two hours earlier.

     It was only the 10th game back for the U-Conn bound Wright after tearing the anterior cruciate ligament in her right leg last July.  Still, she effortlessly kept adding to the record books as the game progressed.  With 4:11 remaining in the first quarter, Wright hit a three-pointer that lifted her into fifth place on Long Island’s all-time girls scoring list.  Over an 87 game career, Wright has averaged 24.3 points per game.
     Copiague (25-1) took a slim 24-19 halftime lead into the third quarter, when senior Angie Clark erupted for 16 points to open up a 49-37 advantage.  Clark finished with 19 points and 10 rebounds.

     Senior teammate Jasmine Walker then caught rapid fire in the fourth period of play by scoring six quick points that put the Eagles up 55-39.  The 6’1” Walker, who played her best game, totaled 18 points and 16 rebounds, 10 of which were offensive.

     Together defensively, the twosome of Clark and Walker limited Bethlehem’s (22-5) star senior Kaitlin Foley to just six points.

     Erica Morrow netted four points, which included a three-point field goal, and Sasha Grandison scored two points to round out the Eagles’ scoring.

     This year’s state title capped three years of growth toward excellence.  Three years ago the team’s record was 10-9, two years ago 18-2, and a year ago 23-1.  So at the beginning of this year, people expected a lot from Copiague, according to Carole Olsen, the team’s coach.
     Olsen, who has been with the team for four years, said the girls’ success can be attributed to hard work and dedication.  “At the beginning of the year we were considered the favorites, so everyone was out to get you,” said Olsen.  “But I told them that they couldn’t be nonchalant and that they had to continue to work very hard.”

     Wright has a full scholarship to U-Conn and Walker a full scholarship to Division I Sacred Heart.  Clark is heading to the University of West Virginia with a scholarship.

     But the Eagles have some great up-and-comers, said Olsen.  Eighth grader Morrow and Grandison have already shown they can play hard.
     If there is a secret to the team’s success, Olsen said it’s in looking at the team’s strengths and weaknesses and building a team around them.  “We can’t make the girls fit into what I want,” stated Olsen.  “We have to build a team around them and most of all have fun.”

A high school basketball article published in the Amityville Record newspaper on April 9, 2003.
