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TITLE: God Centered Holiness
TEXT: 1 Pet. 1:15-16; Gen. 6:6; Ex. 9:27; Nu. 23:33-34;
1 Sam. 15:24; Mt. 27:4; Ps. 51:4-7; Lk. 15:11-24; Ro. 8:1-4
Mt. 5:27-28; Eph. 4:30; Ro. 8:5-9
INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about holiness. Sometimes this is not a comfortable subject is it? I guess it depends on the context of how the word  is being used.

Often we have no problem, even welcome the word Holy when it is directed toward God but get an uneasy feeling in the pit of our stomach when it is directed toward ourselves.

As an example let’s go the a verse of Scripture where the word holy is used….

1 Peter 1:15-16 ( NIV ) 15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;  16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”£
Be honest, how many here today are completely comfortable with this verse of Scripture?

 I mean that you feel that you have completely fulfilled this command in your life---that you are Holy just as God is Holy?
The word Holy, by the way, comes from the Greek word:
hag'-ee-os
sacred (physically pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially consecrated):—(most holy thing), saint.
If holiness is so basic to the Christian life that God would command us to be Holy just as He is Holy, why do we not experience it more often in our daily living?
Why is it that so many Christians seem to feel constantly defeated in their struggle with sin?

Why does the Church of Jesus Christ so often seem to be more conformed to the world around it than to God?

I think that our first problem is that our attitude toward sin is often more self-centered than God-centered.

Most of the time we are more concerned about our own “victory” over sin than we are about the fact that our sins grieve God’s heart!

The Greek word for grieve is:

loo-peh'-o to distress; reflexively or passively to be sad:—cause grief, grieve, be in heaviness, (be) sorrowful), be (make) sorry.

After God created man and after 10 long generation’s man had become progressively more and more sinful so God decided to destroy mankind and start all over again.
 Just before God commissioned Noah to build the ark we have Him saying this is:


Genesis 6:6 ( NIV ) 6The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 
This is the clearest example in Scripture of the grief that our sin causes God!
6The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 
Our sin grieves God! It gives God a heartache!
EXAMPLE: Have you ever had a loved one, a spouse or a child or a very close friend say or do something very hurtful to you?
Maybe in the heat of an argument a son or daughter or spouse or close friend screams out that they hate you…..
How does that or how would that make you feel?

Dare say it would give you a heartache!

 It would hurt way down deep!

Every time that we sin this is what happens to God! Our sin grieves Him! Our sin makes His heart ache!
Again, our first problem is that our attitude toward sin is more self-centered than God centered and we are more concerned about our own “victory” over sin than we are about the fact that our sins grieve God’s heart!

We cannot tolerate our failure in our struggle with sin chiefly because we are success-oriented, not because we know that it is offensive to God!

W.S. Plummer said: 

“We never see sin aright until we see it as against God!

 All sin is against God in this sense: that it is His law that is broken, His authority that is despised and His government that is set at naught.”

Many men in Scripture have openly confessed themselves as sinning…
Pharaoh in:
Exodus 9:27 ( NIV ) 27Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. “This time I have sinned,” he said to them.

Balaam in:
Numbers 22:34 ( NIV ) 34Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned. 

King Saul in:
1 Samuel 15:24 ( NIV ) 24Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. 
Judas in:
Matthew 27:4 ( NIV ) 4“I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” 

Pharaoh, Balaam, King Saul and Judas all said the words I have sinned but it was a self centered acknowledgment of personal shortcomings!  Their approach to sin was a self centered one!
Two examples from Scripture where we see a God centered focus on sin, is in the life of King David in the O.T. and the prodigal son in the N.T. 

David said this in:
Psalms 51:4-7 ( NIV ) 4    Against you, you only, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight,
    so that you are proved right when you speak
    and justified when you judge.
5    Surely I was sinful at birth,
    sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
6    Surely you desire truth in the inner parts£;
    you teach£ me wisdom in the inmost place.
7    Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
David had a right perspective about his sin:
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight!

David recognized that first and foremost that his sin was against God and God alone!
In the story of the prodigal son in Luke chapter 15 we see another example of a God centered confession of sin:


Luke 15:11-24 ( NIV ) 11Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.  12The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
How many can identify with the younger son here?
 This could have been me at that age! There was a time in my life when I was this rebellious….
 14After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’  20So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.£’

22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
In our culture a son usually does not get an inheritance until the one leaving it dies.

In this culture it was not unheard of for a son, especially a second son, to ask for his inheritance early…. Say he wanted to get married –he would have been expected to have the home provided and be settled before he could actually get the girls father to give her to him. So he might request his inheritance early…

The firstborn son got 2/3 of the Fathers estate and the rest of the male siblings divided the rest. In this case since there were only 2 sons his share would have been a full 1/3rd.

His dad gives him his share of the estate but this son uses it, not to get married or established so he could, but goes away to party!

13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
He goes through all of his money and ends up hiring himself out for menial labor. He is sent out as a servant in a pig lot and is so hungry that he longs to get to eat as well as the pigs he is feeding!

17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!

So the prodigal goes home to throw himself on the mercy of his father! He is fully expecting, not to be received as a son, but hopes he can at least be hired as a servant on his father’s farm….

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
The love and compassion of a father is a tremendous thing—as is the love and compassion of a mother…


Luke 15:21 ( NIV ) 21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.£’

The order is important here! 

The son first recognized that his sin of rebellion was first-most against God!

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven!
 And then recognizes his sin against his earthly father also.

All too often we get caught up in the victory mindset when it comes to sin.

 I have sinned! I have fallen short! I have not been victorious!

God wants us to walk first-most in obedience—not victory!
Obedience is oriented toward God---Victory is oriented toward self!

This may seem to be merely splitting hairs over semantics, but there is a subtle, self-centered attitude at the root of many of our difficulties with sin.

And until we deal with this attitude we will never consistently walk in holiness.

We will never be holy as He is holy as long as we see our sin as something that we need to get victory over!

We can never get victory over sin!  If we could get victory over sin, if we could fulfill the requirements of the law than Jesus would not have been necessary!

We can never get victory over sin, but we can be victorious over sin!
We are told how in:


Romans 8:1-4 ( NIV ) 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,£  2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,£ God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.£ 
And so he condemned sin in sinful man,£  4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

Did you catch that:
3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,£ God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.£ 
And so he condemned sin in sinful man,£  4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

When we accept Christ and surrender control of our life to Him we are given His spirit to dwell within our hearts!
That is how God has condemned sin in sinful man!

kat-ak-ree'-no
to judge against, that is, sentence:—condemn.
It is the Holy Spirit that judge’s sin in sinful man! That means that the Holy Spirit judges sin in our heart!
The heart is where sin is conceived so that is where sin needs to be dealt with…..Before it manifest itself in the completed act!

 This is what Jesus was talking about in:


Matthew 5:27-28 ( NIV ) 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’£  28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

What Jesus was saying was simply this:

 Sin has to be dealt with at its origin! Before anyone commits the act of adultery they first determine to do so in their heart! They think about it and plan it in their mind before the act is committed in the flesh!

So in dealing with sin we need to deal with it at its root!

That is one of the jobs of the Holy Spirit within our life!

To judge sin in our heart before it manifests itself in the completed act!

3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,£ God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.£ 
And so he condemned sin in sinful man,£  4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
Church this is good news! The righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us!
Not will be but might be! God has provided the way for us to in fact and in deed be Holy just as He is Holy!
4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
Living according to the Spirit is the answer to our victory over sin!

Victory is a by-product of obedience. 
As we concentrate on living an obedient and holy life as the Holy Spirit directs us to, we will certainly experience the joy of victory over sin.

As we allow the Holy Spirit control over our lives, learn to listen to His still small voice and allow Him to guide our paths we will start to see our sin as an offense to God, something that makes His heart hurt instead of sin as just a personal defeat to be overcome!

Ephesians 4:30 ( NIV ) 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
The only way to not grieve the Holy Spirit of God is to yield to Him!
Ironically it is the only way that we can truly be victorious over sin and become Holy as He is holy also.
Romans 8:5-9 ( NIV ) 5Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  6The mind of sinful man£ is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;  7the sinful mind£ is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.  8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.  

9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.
Is it your desire to not grieve the heart of God?

Is your life being lived in the victory over sin that God has ordained for you?

Are you striving to live your life, not according to your sinful nature but according to the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption? 
When God gave us the Holy Spirit, when he placed His spirit within our hearts He gave us all we need to live righteous and holy lives! He gave us all we need to become Holy just as He is holy..
