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Doctrinal

Statement

Faith Bible Church
Sanford, NC

…they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.        Acts 2:42

…in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect

1 Peter 3:15


Beloved…contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.                                                                         Jude 1:3
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001, 2007 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Other translations we highly value are the New American Standard Version, the New King James Version, and the King James Version.

What is the purpose of this doctrinal statement?

Only the 66 books of the Holy Bible are inspired of God.  They alone are the final authority for any Christian in matters of faith and practice.  The purpose of this statement is to define us as a church.  It does this by stating what we teach and hold most dear in regard to the Holy Scriptures.
We are essentially reformed in our theology, which means that we embrace those great doctrines that made a resurgence during the Reformation that began in the 16th century:

· The sovereignty of God in salvation

· The sufficiency of Jesus Christ alone for salvation

· The sufficiency of Scripture alone as God’s authoritative and final revelation to humanity.
This statement does not contain everything we believe, nor does it say all that could be said about those things which it does address.  It is simply our attempt to highlight and clarify those doctrines that we believe are most vital to a true and healthy Christian faith.

This statement can help you better understand what you believe.  As a result, you will become better equipped to explain your beliefs to others and to “make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.”
At the end of this doctrinal statement we have included a “Statement on Social, Ethical, and Moral Issues,” which we feel is especially pertinent (and practical!) at this time of Biblical ignorance and moral confusion.

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.                                                     Proverbs 14:12 & 16:25
The Holy Scriptures

We teach that the Bible, consisting of the 39 books of the Old Testament and 27 books of the New Testament, is God's written revelation to man and thus constitutes the plenary (inspired equally in all parts) Word of God (1 Cor. 2:7-14; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). As such the Scriptures embody the very speaking of God and therefore partake of His authority and power (Heb. 4:12).

We teach that the Word of God is an objective, propositional revelation (1 Thes. 2:13; 1 Cor. 2:13), verbally inspired in every word (2 Tim. 3:16), absolutely inerrant in the original autographs, infallible, and God breathed. We believe in a consistent, literal, grammatical historical interpretation of Scripture. 

We teach that the Bible constitutes the only infallible rule of faith and practice. We believe that God’s will, as revealed in the Bible, is the supreme and final authority in testing all claims about what is true and what is right. In matters not specifically addressed by the Bible, what is true and right is assessed by criteria consistent with the teachings of Scripture. We believe that the Scriptures are complete and sufficient in all respects for matters pertaining to life and godliness.  (Matt. 5:18, 24:35; John 10:35, 16:12-13, 17:17; 1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; Heb. 4:12; 2 Pet. 1:3, 20-21)
We teach that in the area of discipleship counseling the Bible alone provides the necessary and complete mind of Christ for every eventuality of human life. Therefore we deny any attempt to integrate humanistic psychology with biblical counsel. (2 Tim. 3:15-17; Col. 2:8; 1 Cor. 3:18-21)
We teach that God communicated His revelation by a process of dual authorship. The Holy Spirit so superintended the human authors that, through their individual personalities and different styles of writing, they composed and recorded God's Word to man (2 Pet. 1:20-21) without error in the whole or in the part (Matt. 5:18; 2 Tim. 3:16).

We teach that, whereas there may be several applications of any given passage of Scripture, there is but one true interpretation. The meaning of Scripture is to be found as one diligently applies the literal grammatical historical method of interpretation under the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit (John 7:17, 16:12-15; 1 Cor. 2:7-15; 1 John 2:20). It is the responsibility of believers to ascertain carefully the true intent and meaning of Scripture, recognizing that proper application is binding on all generations. Yet the truth of Scripture stands in judgment of men; never do men stand in judgment of it.

God

We teach that there is but one living and true God (Deut. 6:4; Isa. 45:5-7; 1 Cor. 8:4), an infinite, all knowing Spirit (John 4:24), perfect in all His attributes, one in essence, eternally coexisting in three distinct Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14)—each equally deserving worship and obedience. 
We teach that God is completely unique; He is unlike anyone or anything else in all the universe. God has all power, all knowledge, all wisdom, and is due all glory, honor and praise. As the only absolute and omnipotent Ruler in the universe, He is sovereign in creation, providence, and redemption, and everything that comes to pass does so at His decree (Ps. 103:19; Rom. 11:36).  All things will, in the end, result in the glory of God (Isa. 46:5; Eph. 1:10-14).

We teach that God created the universe, and everything in it, out of nothing (ex nihilo), by the word of His power in six literal twenty-four hour days (Gen. 1:31; Heb. 11:3; Ex. 31:17). Having no deficiency in Himself, nor moved by any incompleteness in His self-sufficiency, God was pleased to display His glory to all mankind through His creation.  (Gen. 1; Ps. 19:1; Ex. 3:12-14; Ps. 50:9-15; Acts 17:25; Rom. 1:20)
God the Father

We teach that God the Father, the first Person of the Trinity, orders and disposes all things according to His own purpose and grace (Ps. 145:8-9; 1 Cor. 8:6). He is the Creator of all things (Gen. 1:1-31; Eph. 3:9). His fatherhood involves both His designation within the Trinity and His relationship with mankind. He is Creator of all men but is spiritual Father only to believers (Rom. 8:14; 2 Cor. 6:18). He has decreed for His own glory all things that come to pass (Eph. 1:11). 

God the Son

We teach that Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, possesses all the divine excellencies, and in these He is coequal, consubstantial, and coeternal with the Father (John 10:30; 14:9).

We teach that Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation, and that by Him all things were created that are in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible. (John 1:3; Col. 1:15-17; Heb. 1:2)
We teach that Jesus Christ, in His incarnation, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant made in the likeness of men.  Jesus Christ represents humanity and deity in indivisible oneness. (Mic. 5:2; John 5:23; 14:9-10; Phil. 2:5-8; Col. 2:9)
We teach that our Lord Jesus Christ was virgin born (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:23, 25; Luke 1:26-35); that He was God incarnate (John 1:1, 14); and that the purpose of the incarnation was to reveal God, redeem men, rule over God's kingdom, and fulfill all righteousness.  (Ps. 2:7-9; Isa. 9:6; John 1:29; Phil. 2:9-11; Heb. 7:25-26; 1 Pet. 1:18-19)
We teach that our Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through the shedding of His blood and sacrificial death on the cross and that His death was voluntary, vicarious, substitutionary, propitiatory, and redemptive (John 10:15; Rom. 3:24-25, 5:8;

1 Pet. 2:24).
We teach that our justification is made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead and that He is now seated at the right hand of the Father, where He mediates as our Advocate and High Priest.  (Matt. 28:6; Luke 24:38-39; Acts 2:30-31; Rom. 4:25; 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 1 John 2:1)
We teach that in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave, God confirmed the deity of His Son and gave proof that God has accepted the atoning work of Christ on the cross. Jesus' bodily resurrection is also the guarantee of a future resurrection life for all believers.  (John 5:26-29; 14:19; Rom. 1:4, 4:25, 6:5-10;
1 Cor. 15:20, 23)
We teach that Jesus Christ will return to gather His elect which is the Body of Christ and establish a new Heaven and new Earth wherein righteousness dwells.  (Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thes. 4:13-18;

2 Pet. 3:9-13; Rev. 20)
We teach that the Lord Jesus Christ is the One through whom God will judge all mankind (John 5:22-23; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2 Cor. 5:10; Matt. 25:31-46; Rev. 20:11-15).  As the Mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5), the Head of His Body the church (Eph. 1:22, 5:23; Col. 1:18), and the coming universal King who reigns on the throne of David (Isa. 9:6; Luke 1:31-33), Jesus Christ is the final Judge of all who fail to place their trust in Him as Lord and Savior (Matt. 25:14-46; Acts 17:30-31). We believe that on the basis of the efficacy of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the believing sinner is freed from the punishment, the penalty, the power, and one day the very presence of sin; and that he is justified, given eternal life, and adopted into the family of God. (Rom. 3:25, 5:8-9; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18)
God the Holy Spirit

We teach that the Holy Spirit is the third divine Person of the Trinity, and is eternal, underived, possessing all the attributes of personality and deity including intellect (1 Cor. 2:10-13), emotions (Eph. 4:30), will (1 Cor. 12:11), eternality (Heb. 9:14), omnipresence (Ps. 139:7-10), omniscience (Isa. 40:13-14), omnipotence (Rom. 15:13), and truthfulness (John 16:13). In all the divine attributes and personhood He is coequal and consubstantial with the Father and the Son.  (Matt. 28:19; Acts 5:3-4, 28:25-26; 1 Cor. 12:4-6; 2 Cor. 13:14; and Jer. 31:31-34 with Heb. 10:15-17)
We teach that it is the work of the Holy Spirit to execute the divine will with relation to all mankind. We recognize His sovereign activity in creation (Gen. 1:2), the incarnation (Matt. 1:18), the written revelation (2 Pet. 1:20-21), and the work of salvation (John 3:5-7).

We teach that the work of the Holy Spirit in this age began at Pentecost when He came from the Father as promised by Christ (John 14:16-17, 15:26) to initiate and complete the building of the Body of Christ, which is His church (1 Cor. 12:13). The broad scope of His divine activity includes convicting the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ and transforming believers into the image of Christ.  (John 16:7-9; Acts 1:5, 2:4; Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 2:22)
We teach that the Holy Spirit is the supernatural and sovereign Agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers into the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). The Holy Spirit also indwells, sanctifies, instructs, empowers them for service, and seals them unto the day of redemption.  (Rom. 8:9; 2 Cor. 3:6; Eph. 1:13)
We teach that the Holy Spirit was the divine agent who guided the apostles and prophets ensuring that all Scripture was inspired by God (2 Pet. 1:19-21).  Every believer possesses the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit from the moment of salvation, and it is the duty of all those born of the Spirit to be filled with (controlled by) the Spirit.  (John 16:13; Rom. 8:9; Eph. 5:18; 1 John 2:20- 27)
We teach that the Holy Spirit administers spiritual gifts to the church (1 Cor. 12:4-11). The Holy Spirit glorifies neither Himself nor His gifts by ostentatious displays, but He does glorify Christ by implementing His work of redeeming the lost and building up believers in the most holy faith.  (John 16:13-14; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 3:18)
Man (Human Beings)
We teach that Adam was directly and immediately created by God in His image and likeness, from the dust of the ground.  Eve was created from a rib God took out of Adam.  Both were created free of sin with a rational nature, intelligence, self determination, and moral responsibility to God (Gen. 2:7, 15-25; James 3:9).

We teach that God, who works all things after the counsel of His will, created man for His glory (Rom. 11:36).
We teach that, although God created man morally upright, he was led astray from God’s Word and wisdom by the subtlety of Satan’s deceit, and chose to take what was forbidden, and thus declare his independence from, distrust for, and disobedience toward his all-good and gracious Creator. Thus, our first parents, by this sin, fell from their original innocence and communion with God.  (Ecc. 7:9; Gen. 3:6-8; Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:21)
We teach that in Adam's sin of disobedience to the revealed will and Word of God, man lost his innocence; incurred the penalty of spiritual and physical death; became subject to the wrath of God; and became inherently corrupt and utterly incapable of choosing or doing that which is acceptable to God apart from divine grace (Rom. 8:7-8). With no recuperative powers to enable him to recover himself, man is hopelessly lost and dead in trespasses and sins. Man's salvation is thereby wholly of God's grace through the redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ alone.  (Gen. 2:16-17, 3:1-19; John 3:36; Rom. 3:23, 6:23; 1 Cor. 2:14; Eph. 2:1-3, 8-10; 1 Tim. 2:13-14; 1 John 1:8)
We teach that because all men were in Adam, a nature corrupted by Adam's sin has been transmitted to all men of all ages, Jesus Christ being the only exception. All men are thus sinners by nature, by choice, and by divine declaration.  (Ps. 14:1-3; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 3:9-18, 23, 5:10-12)
We teach God has subjected the creation to futility, and the entire human family is made justly liable to untold miseries of sickness, decay, calamity, and loss. Thus all the adversity and suffering in the world is an echo and a witness of the exceedingly great evil of moral depravity in the heart of mankind; and every new day of life is a God-given, merciful reprieve from imminent judgment, pointing to repentance.  (Rom. 2:4, 8:20-23, 35-36; 2 Cor. 4:16;
1 Thes. 4:13)
Sin

We teach that sin subsists but the origin and occasion for the existence of sin remains a mystery known only to God. Sin entered the world through the one sin of Adam which in turn brought guilt and condemnation to all of his posterity. The Bible reveals that through Adam’s transgression there resulted condemnation to all men (Rom. 5:18) and that the judgment of mankind arose from this transgression.  All are guilty in Adam and all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).

Salvation

We teach that salvation is wholly of God by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  It rests on the merit of His shed blood alone and not on the basis of human merit or works.  (John 1:12; Eph. 1:7; 2:8-10; 1 Pet. 1:18-19)
We teach that by His perfect obedience (both active and passive) to God and by His suffering and death as the immaculate Lamb of God, Jesus Christ obtained forgiveness of sins and the gift of perfect righteousness for all who trusted in God prior to the cross and for all who would trust in Christ thereafter. Through living a perfect life and dying in our place, the just for the unjust, Christ absorbed our punishment, appeased the wrath of God against us, vindicated the righteousness of God in our justification, and removed the condemnation of the law against us.  (Rom. 5:18-19; 1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pet. 2:24, 3:18; Rom. 3:24-26; 2 Cor. 5:14; Rom. 5:6, 8:34, 14:9; Galatians 2:21; John 1:29; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; Acts 13:38; 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 3:21-22, 4:3)
We teach that each person of the Trinity plays a harmonious role in the salvation of sinners. The Father elects a people to save and gives them to the Son (Eph. 1:3-4). The Son came into the world to save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21, 1 Tim. 15). The Holy Spirit effectually calls all those for whom Christ died (Rom. 8:28-30).
We teach that the following terms help explain what the Bible teaches about salvation:  foreknowledge, election, predestination, particular redemption, effectual call, regeneration, repentance, faith, justification, deliverance, reconciliation, sanctification, perseverance, glorification, eternal life.

Evangelism

We teach that salvation is in Jesus Christ alone through the message of the gospel (Acts 4:12; John 14:6; 1 John 2:21-24; Rom. 1:16, 10:13-17).  Any message that adds to the finished work of Christ alone is not the true biblical gospel.

We teach that salvation is both a free gift (Eph. 2:8) and a divine command (Mark 1:14-15, Acts 17:30).  Salvation is freely given by God to all whom He has chosen to save.  Even though God now commands all people everywhere to repent, the natural person cannot receive and does not want salvation unless God makes them willing.  (1 Cor. 2:14, Ps. 110:3, John 6:37)
We teach that God wants the gospel preached to all people without distinction (Acts 1:8, Matt. 24:14).  Their salvation is in completely in His hands (John 6:37). Our duty is to faithfully present the biblical gospel and to pray that God may grant understanding, repentance, and faith so that the lost may be saved.  (Rom. 10:14, 2 Tim. 2:25-26)
We teach that all Christians must be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks for a reason for the hope within us.  This must be done with gentleness and respect (1 Pet. 3:15).
We teach that the gospel magnifies the sovereignty, righteousness, justice, mercy, and grace of God.  (Rom. 3:26, Eph. 2:4-5, Ex. 34:6 / Ps. 86:15 / Joel 2:13)
Regeneration

We teach that regeneration is a sovereign and supernatural work of the Holy Spirit which precedes faith and by which the divine nature and divine life are given (John 3:3-7; Titus 3:5). It is instantaneous and is accomplished solely by the power of the Holy Spirit through the instrumentality of the Word of God (John 5:24), with the result that the repentant sinner responds in faith to the divine provision of salvation.

We teach that genuine regeneration is manifested by fruits worthy of repentance as demonstrated in righteous attitudes and conduct (Luke 3:8). Good works are the proper evidence and fruit of regeneration which have been prepared beforehand for the believer to walk in (1 Cor. 6:19-20; Eph. 2:10) and will be experienced to the extent the believer submits to the control of the Holy Spirit in his life through faithful obedience to the Word of God (Eph. 5:17-21; Phil. 2:12; Col. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:4-10). This obedience causes the believer to be increasingly conformed to the image of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 3:18), a conformity which is climaxed in the believer's glorification at Christ's coming.  (Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4; 1 John 3:2-3)
Election

We teach that election is the sovereign prerogative of God by which, before the foundation of the world, He unconditionally chose, by an act of His free grace through Christ, those whom He would graciously regenerate, bring to repentance and faith, save, sanctify and glorify.  (Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:4-11; 2 Thes. 2:13;

2 Tim. 2:10; 1 Pet. 1:1 2)
We teach that sovereign election does not contradict or negate the responsibility of believers to spread the gospel, nor of man to repent and trust Christ as Savior and Lord (Ezk. 18:23, 32, 33:11; John 3:18-19, 36, 5:40; Rom. 9:22-23; 2 Thes. 2:10-12; Rev. 22:17). Nevertheless, the election of God includes both the means (faith) and the end (salvation) so that it is not the man who wills or the man who runs but God who has mercy that determines who shall be saved (Rom. 9:16).  All whom the Father calls to Himself will come in faith and all who come in faith the Father will receive and all who are received of the Father will be eternally glorified. (John 6:37-40, 44; Acts 13:48; Rom. 9:15-16; James 4:8)
We teach that the unmerited favor that God grants to totally depraved sinners is not related to any initiative of their own part nor to God's anticipation of what they might do by their own will, but is solely of His sovereign grace and mercy.  (Eph. 1:4-7; Titus 3:4-7; 1 Pet. 1:2)
We teach that election should not be looked upon as based merely on abstract sovereignty. God exercises His sovereignty in harmony with His other attributes, particularly His omniscience, justice, holiness, wisdom, grace, and love (Rom. 9:11-16). This sovereignty will always exalt the will of God in a manner totally consistent with His character as revealed in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (Matt. 11:25-28; 2 Tim. 1:9)
Justification

We teach that justification before God is an act of God (Rom. 8:33) by which He acquits those who, through faith in Christ, repent of their sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38, 3:19, 11:18; Rom. 2:4; 2 Cor. 7:10; Isa. 55:6-7). The basis for this declaration in no way involves any virtue or work of man (Rom. 3:20, 4:6) but rests solely on the imputation of our sins to Christ (Col. 2:14; 1 Pet. 2:24) and the imputation of Christ's righteousness to us (1 Cor. 1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21). The righteousness contemplated in the verdict of justification is always the righteousness of Christ alone imputed to the ungodly for their acquittal. By this means God is enabled to be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:26).
Sanctification

We teach that every believer is sanctified (set apart) unto God. This sanctification is positional and instantaneous and should not be confused with progressive sanctification. This sanctification has to do with the believer's standing before God, not his present walk or condition.  (Acts 20:32; 1 Cor. 1:2, 30, 6:11; 2 Thes. 2:13; Heb. 2:11, 3:1, 10:10, 14, 13:12; 1 Pet. 1:2)
We teach that there is also, by the work of the Holy Spirit, a progressive sanctification.  This is a process by which the state of the believer is brought closer to the standing the believer positionally enjoys through justification. Through obedience to the Word of God and the empowering of the Holy Spirit, the believer is able to live a life of increasing holiness in conformity to the will of God, becoming more and more like our Lord Jesus Christ.  (John 17:17-19; Rom. 6:1-22; 2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Thes. 4:3-4, 5:23)
In this respect, we teach that every saved person is involved in a daily conflict—the new creation in Christ doing battle against the flesh—but adequate provision is made for victory through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. The struggle nevertheless stays with the believer all through this earthly life and is never completely ended. All claims to the eradication of sin in this life are unscriptural. Eradication of sin is not possible, but the Holy Spirit does provide for victory over sin.  (Gal. 5:16-25; Eph. 4:22-24; Phil. 3:12; Col. 3:9-10; 1 Pet. 1:14-16; 1 John 3:5-9)
Separation

We teach that separation from sin is clearly called for throughout the Old and New Testaments, and that the Scriptures clearly indicate that in the last days apostasy and worldliness shall increase.  (2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; 2 Tim. 3:1-5)
We teach that out of deep gratitude for the undeserved grace of God granted to us and because our glorious God is so worthy of our total consecration, all the saved should live in such a manner as to demonstrate our adoring love to God and so as not to bring reproach upon our Lord and Savior. We also believe that separation from all religious apostasy and worldly and sinful practices is commanded of us by God.  (Matt. 5-7; Rom. 12:1-2,

1 Cor. 5:9-13; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 John 9-11)
We teach that Christians should be separated unto our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thes. 1:11-12; Heb. 12:1-2) and affirm that the Christian life is a life of obedient righteousness that reflects the teaching of the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:2-12) and a continual pursuit of holiness. (Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 7:1; Heb. 12:14; Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 3:1-10)
Perseverance of the Saints

We teach that all the redeemed once saved are kept by God's power and are thus secure in Christ forever. Despite the sin that yet remains in the life of a believer, God has assured His elect that He will never leave them or forsake them and that nothing can separate them from His love in Christ Jesus.  We believe that God who began a good work inside of His own will complete it until the end and that Christians are kept by the power of God unto their ultimate salvation. The assurance of perseverance is grounded in God’s sovereign election. We believe that those who apostatize were never truly redeemed to begin with.  (John 5:24, 6:37-40, 10:27-30; Rom. 5:9-10, 8:1, 28-39; 1 Cor. 1:4-8; Eph. 4:30; Heb. 7:25, 13:5; 1 Pet. 1:3-6; 1 John 2:19; Jude 24)    

We teach that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation through the testimony of God's Word, which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty as an occasion for sinful living and carnality (Rom. 6:15-22, 13:13-14; Gal. 5:13, 25-26; Titus 2:11-14). We believe that all Christians will bear fruit and walk in the good works prepared for them before the foundation of the world (Eph. 2:10). 
The Church

We teach that all who place their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately placed by the Holy Spirit into one united spiritual Body, the church (1 Cor. 12:12-13), the bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph, 5:23-32; Rev. 19:7-8), of which Christ is the Head (Eph. 1:22, 4:15; Col. 1:18).

We teach that the establishment and continuity of local churches is clearly taught and defined in the New Testament Scriptures (Acts 14:23, 27, 20:17, 28; Gal. 1:2; Phil. 1:1; 1 Thes. 1:1; 2 Thes. 1:1) and that the members of the one spiritual Body are directed to associate themselves together in local assemblies

(1 Cor. 11:18-20; Heb. 10:25).

We teach that the one supreme authority for the church is Christ (1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 1:22; Col. 1:18) and that church leadership, gifts, order, discipline, and worship are all appointed through His sovereignty as found in the Scriptures. As the chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4), our Lord gives to local assemblies men who are called and gifted to serve as shepherds under Him (1 Pet. 5:2; John 21:16).  Three biblical terms are used to describe such men:
· Elders – this refers to their spiritual maturity (1 Tim. 3:6)
· Overseers – this refers to their ability to lead (1 Tim. 5:17; 1 Pet. 5:2)  (The King James Version translates this Greek word as “bishop”)

· Pastor-teacher – this refers to their ability to nurture, guide, and protect believers by spirit-empowered preaching and teaching of God’s Word (Eph. 4:11-12)
The early church also appointed deacons (from a Greek word for “servant”) to help minister to the physical needs of widows in the church (Acts 6:1-7).  This servant-ministry enabled the apostles to devote themselves to prayer and to the ministry of the Word.

Elders (and deacons) must meet biblical qualifications (1 Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:1-5). The congregation must willingly obey and submit to the elders who are faithfully serving under Christ (Heb. 13:7, 17).  Elders are to be compensated for their faithful service, respected, and held accountable to high standards of Christian conduct, thus serving as an example for the church (1 Tim. 4:12, 5:17-22).

We teach the importance of discipleship (Matt. 28:19-20; 2 Tim. 2:2), mutual accountability of all believers to each other (Matt. 18:5-14), as well as the need for discipline of sinning members of the congregation in accord with the standards of Scripture (Matt. 18:15-22; Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 Thes. 3:6-15; 1 Tim. 1:19-20; Titus 1:10-16).  The hope is that the sinning member will be restored to fellowship with Christ and the local church (2 Cor. 2:5-8).

We teach the autonomy of the local church, free from any external authority or control, with the right of self government and freedom from the interference of any hierarchy of individuals or organizations (Titus 1:5). We believe that it is scriptural for true churches to cooperate with each other for the presentation and propagation of the faith. Each local church, however, through its elders and their interpretation and application of Scripture, should be the sole judge of the measure and method of its cooperation. The elders should determine all other matters of membership, policy, discipline, benevolence, and government as well.  (Acts 15:19-31, 20:28; 1 Cor. 5:4-7, 13; 1 Pet. 5:1-4)
We teach that the purpose of the church is to glorify God (Eph. 3:21) by building itself up in the faith (Eph. 4:13-16), by instruction of the Word (2 Tim. 2:2, 15, 3:16-17), by fellowship (Acts 2:47; 1 John 1:3), by keeping the ordinances (Luke 22:19; Acts 2:38-42) and by advancing and communicating the gospel to the entire world (Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8, 2:42). We affirm the calling of all saints to the work of service.  (1 Cor. 15:58; Eph. 4:12; Rev. 22:12)
Ordinances

We teach that two ordinances have been committed to the local church: baptism and the Lord's Supper (Acts 2:38-42).  The first is a symbol of the sinner’s death to sin and his resurrection in newness of life in Christ Jesus (Rom. 6:4).  The second is a memorial and a proclamation of the Lord’s death until He comes (1 Cor. 11:26) and should be partaken only after solemn self-examination (1 Cor. 11:27-30).  The elements themselves represent in symbol only the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 10:16, 11:23-26).

We teach that the only candidates for baptism are those who have come to faith and repentance in the Lord Jesus Christ. As an act of obedience, Christian baptism by immersion (Acts 8:36-39) is the solemn and beautiful testimony of a believer showing forth his faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior, and his union with Him in death to sin and resurrection to a new life (Rom. 6:1-11). It is also a sign of fellowship and identification with the Body of Christ.  (Acts 2:38-42, 10:44-48, 19:1-5; Matt. 28:18-20; 1 Cor. 1:11-17)
Therefore, we teach that infant baptism is not Christian baptism and uphold the following:

· Baptism does not take the place of circumcision nor does it share in the significance and meaning of circumcision.

· Baptism does not signify a potential or anticipated faith in an infant, or anyone else.

· Baptism does not bring one in contact with the New Covenant, nor does it place one into the body of Christ.

Worship

We teach that God must be worshiped in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).  Christian worship is ascribing worth to God – that is, speaking or singing about God’s character and works as revealed in the 66 books of Holy Scripture (Ps. 29:2; 96:8).  We also worship by giving thanks for His work in our lives, especially His grace and mercy given to us through Jesus Christ (Col. 1:11-14;

1 Pet. 1:3-5).

We teach that elements of corporate worship include observance of the two ordinances (baptism and the Lord’s Supper), singing, praying, reading of Scripture, the exposition of Scripture (by preaching / teaching), giving, and personal testimonies of God’s grace.

We teach that we must approach God with reverence and awe (Heb. 12:28-29).  This does not mean that our worship cannot be passionate and expressive.  Biblical expressions of worship include shouting (Ps. 66:1), clapping (Ps. 47:1), dancing (Ps. 149:3, 150:4), the lifting of hands (Ps. 63:4, 134:2; 1 Tim. 2:8), and saying “Amen” (1 Chr. 16:36; Ps. 106:48; 1 Cor. 14:16).  All things must be done decently and in order (1 Cor. 14:40) and must be a true expression of the individual worshipper (John 4:23). In other words, there must be a genuine freedom to express one’s emotions biblically and appropriately within the structure of the worship service.

We teach that music can include a variety of instruments (Ps. 150:3-5).  Singing can be done in a variety of styles: psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16).
Gifts of the Spirit

We teach that Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, gives His Body spiritual gifts for the building up of the church and the accomplishment of His purposes in the world (1 Cor. 12:4-7).  He gives men chosen for the purpose of equipping the saints for the work of the ministry (Eph. 4:7-12) as He gives unique and special spiritual abilities to each member of the Body of Christ for service and edification.  (Rom. 12:5-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-31; 1 Pet. 4:10-11)  

We teach that there are a variety of gifts mentioned in Scripture, some more extraordinary than others.  These miraculous gifts are often used as an occasion for abuse and confusion rather than for the benefit of the church.  Given the unrest in the Body of Christ regarding the practice (or non-practice) of miraculous gifts, we affirm the following and leave what is unclear to the conscience of individual Christians:

· The Bible as we have it today is the one and only reliable source of absolute truth.  No additional revelation can add to, subtract from, or be put on the same level of revelation as Holy Scripture.
· All gifts mentioned in the Bible are subject to the Bible. A normal and conscientious grammatical, historical and literal reading of the Bible must be used to “test the spirits” to see if what is claimed has biblical credibility (1 John 4:1).
· The gift of tongues, healing and prophecy are the more spectacular gifts and must be examined according to the Scriptures. This is particularly important since miraculous gifts can be counterfeited by Satan so as to deceive even believers (Rev. 13:13-14).
· In particular the gift of speaking in tongues must be regulated by the Scriptures as to both purpose and content (1 Cor. 14).

Holy Angels

We teach that angels are created beings and are therefore not to be worshipped. Although they are a higher order of creation than man, they are created to serve God and to worship Him, and to serve those who will inherit salvation.  (Luke 2:9-14; Heb. 1:6-7, 14-19, 2:6-7; Rev. 5:11-14, 19:10, 22:9)
Satan

We teach that Satan is a created angel who incurred the judgment of God by rebelling against his Creator (Isa. 14:12-17; Ezk. 28:11-19) and taking numerous angels with him in his fall (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 12:1-14).  We believe that Satan introduced sin into the human race through Adam’s fall (Gen. 3:1-15; Rom. 5:12-21) and that he continues to tempt believers in an effort to subvert the plans of God.   

We teach that Satan is the open and declared enemy of God and man (Isa. 14:13-14; Matt. 4:1-11; Rev. 12:9-10); the prince of this world, who has been defeated through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Rom. 16:20); and that he shall be eternally punished in the lake of fire (Isa. 14:12-17; Ezk. 28:11-19; Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10).

Death

We teach that physical death involves no loss of our immaterial consciousness (Rev. 6:9-11), that the soul of the redeemed passes immediately into the presence of Christ (Luke 23:43; Phil. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:8), and that there is a separation of soul and body (Phil. 1:21-24). For the redeemed, such separation (in a disembodied state (2 Cor. 5:8)) will continue until Christ gathers His elect to Himself, at which time the soul and body will be reunited to be glorified forever with our Lord.  (Phil. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:35-44, 50-54)
We teach the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life (John 6:39; Rom. 8:10-11, 19-23; 2 Cor. 4:14), and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting punishment.  (Dan. 12:2; John 5:29; Rev. 20:13-15)
We teach that the souls of the unsaved at death are kept under punishment until the second resurrection (Luke 16:19-26; Rev. 20:13-15), when the soul and the resurrection body will be united (John 5:28-29). They shall then appear at the Great White Throne judgment (Rev. 20:11-15) and shall be cast into hell, the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41-46), cut off from the life of God forever.  (Dan. 12:2; Matt. 25:41-46; 2 Thes. 1:7-9)
Eschatology (End Times / Last Things)
We teach that the righteous judgments of God will be poured out upon the world in a period known as the tribulation.  (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 9:27, 12:1; 2 Thes. 2:7-12)
We teach that our Lord Jesus Christ will return to translate His church from this earth in an event known as the rapture.  (John 14:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:51-53; 1 Thes. 4:15-5:11)
We teach that there is a millennial period characterized by the rule and reign of Christ and the binding of Satan (Rev. 20:1-7).
We teach that Scripture reveals these events, but that various conclusions regarding their exact nature, timing and sequence differ among those using sound exegetical methods.  We believe that these events are imminent and actual, but extend liberty in one’s view of their chronology.  

We teach that eschatological matters are relevant, profitable, and worthy of study, but that in God’s providence and wisdom, He has chosen to reveal them in a way in which is hard to understand (2 Pet. 3:16).  As such, we believe that eschatology should be taught and studied, but should not be a point of division.

Second Coming of Christ

We teach that there will be a personal, bodily return of Christ in glory to the earth.  (Matt. 24:27-31, 25:31-46; Acts 1:9-11) 
The Judgment of the Lost
We teach that after the return of Christ, Satan and his army will be devoured by fire from heaven (Rev. 20:7-9). Following this, Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10) whereupon Christ, who is the Judge of all men (John 5:22), will resurrect and judge the great and small at the Great White Throne judgment.

We teach that this resurrection of the unsaved dead to judgment will be a physical resurrection, whereupon receiving their judgment (Rom. 14:10-12), they will be committed to an eternal conscious torment in the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:11-15).
Eternity

We teach that the saved will enter the eternal state of glory with God, after which the elements of this earth are to be dissolved (2 Thes. 1:9; Rev. 20:7-15; 2 Pet. 3:10) and replaced with a new earth wherein only righteousness dwells (Eph. 5:5; Rev. 20:15, 21-22). Following this, the heavenly city will come down out of heaven (Rev. 21:2) and will be the dwelling place of the saints, where they will enjoy forever fellowship with God and one another (John 17:3; Rev. 21-22). Our Lord Jesus Christ, having fulfilled His redemptive mission, will then deliver up the kingdom to God the Father (1 Cor. 15:24-28) that in all spheres the triune God may reign forever and ever (1 Cor. 15:28).
STATEMENT ON SOCIAL, ETHICAL
AND MORAL ISSUES

Marriage
We teach that the only Scriptural marriage is the joining of one man and one woman.  In the physical union of marriage a husband and his wife become one flesh. This is a profound mystery and pictures the relationship of Jesus Christ with His Church.  (Gen. 2:24; Eph. 5:21-33)
We teach that God disapproves of divorce and intends for marriage to last until one of the spouses dies. In such a case, the surviving spouse is free to remarry, though a believer should only marry another believer.  (Mal. 2:14-17; Matt. 19:3-12; Rom. 7:1-3; 1 Cor. 7:10)
Family Relationships
We teach that God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society.  The husband is to love his wife as Christ loves the church.  The wife is to submit herself to the Scriptural leadership of her husband as the church submits to the headship of Christ.  Children are a heritage from the Lord. Parents are responsible for teaching their children spiritual and moral values and leading them, through consistent lifestyle example and appropriate discipline, including Scriptural corporal correction. (Gen. 1:26-28; Ex. 20:12; Deut. 6:4-9; Ps. 127:3-5; Prov. 19:18, 22:15, 23:13-14; Mark 10:6-12; 1 Cor. 7:1-16; Eph. 5:21-33, 6:1-4; Col. 3:18-21; Heb. 14:4; 1 Pet. 3:1-7)
Human Sexuality
We teach that God made both male and female in His image and declared this creation to be very good. Sexual relations between one man and one woman in the covenant of marriage is ordained and blessed by God. Though procreation may be the ultimate purpose of sexual relations, it is not the only purpose.  God’s purposes for sexual relations in marriage include intimacy, comfort, pleasure, purity, and faithfulness.  (Gen. 24:67; Prov. 5:18-19; 1 Cor. 7:1-8; Heb. 13:4)
We teach that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between one man and one woman.  We believe that any form of homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, bestiality, incest, fornication, adultery and pornography are sinful perversions of God’s good gift of sex.  We believe that God disapproves of and forbids any attempt to alter one’s gender by surgery or appearance. (Gen. 2:24, 19:5,13,  26:8-9; Lev. 18:1-30; Rom. 1:26-29; 1 Cor. 5:1, 6:9; 1 Thes. 4:1-8; Heb. 13:4)
Gender Roles
We teach that men and women are spiritually equal in position before God (both being created in His image), but that God has ordained distinct and separate spiritual functions for men and women in the home and in the church.  The husband is to be the leader of the home, and men are to be the leaders (elders) and deacons of the church.  (Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:18; 1 Tim. 2:8-15, 3:4-5, 12)
Racial Equality
We teach that God created the first man, Adam, from the dust of the ground. He then created Eve from a rib He took out of Adam and she became the mother of all living. God made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth. Like our first parents, all humanity is created in the image of God. God’s electing and saving grace will be applied to people from every tribe and language and people and nation. Therefore we know that the gospel message is for all people regardless of race or nationality. It is good and desirable for Christians of diverse races and nationalities to worship and minister together. (Gen. 1:26-27, 2:7,21-23, 3:20; Acts 17:26; Rev. 5:9-10, 7:9)
Abortion
We teach that human life begins at conception and that the unborn child is a living human being.  Abortion constitutes the unjustified, unexcused taking of unborn human life.  Abortion is murder.  We reject any teaching that abortions of pregnancies due to rape, incest, birth defects, gender selection, birth or population control, or the physical or mental well being of the mother are acceptable.  (Job 3:16; Ps. 51:5, 139:14-16; Isa. 44:24, 49:1, 5; Jer. 1:5, 20:15-18; Luke 1:44)
Euthanasia
We teach that the direct taking of an innocent human life is a moral evil, regardless of the intention.  Life is a gift of God and must be respected from conception until natural death.  Thus we believe that an act or omission which, of its self or by intention, causes death in order to eliminate suffering constitutes a murder contrary to the will of God.  Discontinuing medical procedures that are extraordinary or disproportionate to the expected outcome can be a legitimate refusal of over-zealous treatment. (Ex. 20:13, 23:7; Matt. 5:21; Acts 17:28)
Civil Government
We teach that God has ordained and created all earthly authority consisting of three basic institutions:  1) the home, 2) the church, and 3) the state.  Every person is subject to these authorities, but all (including the authorities themselves) are answerable to God and governed by His Word.  God has given each institution specific Biblical responsibilities and has balanced those responsibilities with the understanding that no institution has the right to infringe upon the other.  The home, the church and the state are equal and sovereign in their respective Biblically assigned spheres of responsibility under God.  (Rom. 13:1-7; Eph. 5:22-24; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 2:13-14)
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