"DISTRACTED BY GOOD"

                             Luke 10:38-42
INTRODUCTION

Play song...Holiness
1. Beloved, I don't know about you, but as Christians, we know that

   we have many responsibilities that are given to us that are 

   right and proper to do!
   Especially as parents, spouses, children, brethren and even 

   as friends. 
1Ti 5:8; 
Col 3:18-21
   As employees, or employers, church faculty or leaders - cf. 
Col 3:22-4:1
2. Yet sometimes what is seen as good can sometimes get in the way 
   of that which is right and better...

      And here's two areas that are a problem for many......

PRIORITIES
   1. When we fail to properly prioritize our activities especially

      in a Godly arena, all the good that we try to do can 

      sometimes miss the mark of a righteous disciple of Christ 

      because it can get in the way of one doing better!!
DISTRACTIONS
   2. Second, when we allow ourselves to be distracted by what is 
      good it can lead us to missing out on that which is better!!
Beloved, God doesn't just want you to be good in your doing, He want's you to be Holy because your holiness will take care of all the good you can possibly do!!
THE BIBLE SAYS....THERE IS NONE THAT DOETH GOOD NO NOT ONE!!!

Many of God's children today are being blinded by satan in getting you to think that as long as you do good you'll be just fine with God....Well, Think again, Beloved doing good is not good enough WITH GOD!!!
GOD SAID....BE YE HOLY FOR I AM HOLY!!!
[A good illustration of this is seen in the story of Martha and Mary,

two sisters who along with their brother Lazarus were loved by Jesus
Let's Turn to our text 
(Lk 10:38-42) 38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house.39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word.40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things:42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
Title of this message.... 

"DISTRACTED BY DOING GOOD"
In this particular portion of scripture we see that..... 
   A. MARTHA WAS DISTRACTED...
      1. She had invited Jesus to her house.
       Her hospitality is certainly commendable, a noble and a kind act.
The Bible says....
He 13:2.... 2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.
      2. However in the case of Martha she became distracted by 
         her much serving. 
Lk 10:4040 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.
Beloved the problem with Martha was that a distinguished guest was in her house but she failed to see who it really was....it was none other than......

         a. The Son of God, the Messiah, The Wonderful Counselor, 

            The Prince of Peace, The Almighty God, God in the 

            flesh, The Rose of Sharon, The Lion of the Tribe of 

            Judah, Saviour of the World,  had come to 
            her house - what an honor that must have been!!!
       Today we are honored to have Him here in this house!!!!

         b. There were likely others beside Jesus:  His disciples, her

            family, neighbors and friends.
         c. She naturally wanted her sister Mary to help so she 

            asked Jesus to have Mary help her!!
What happened to her....
      3. She began to worry and be troubled by many things.
Beloved here is where satan has a field day with many saints, he sends out a spirit of fear to begin working in the mind of an individual to the point where worry and anxiety begin to play a major role in distracting one from accomplishing that which is of a higher service to God!! This is where Good actually becomes no good!!! 
Jesus knew this and He had to address Marthas' doings.
Lk 10:41.... 41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things:
         a. beloved the things Martha was doing were not things 
            that were wrong in of themselves

         b. But the problem was that they took priority when 
            they should not have.
         c. Which caused


 anxiety of mind and distress of spirit, 

            all these things being the manifestations of the spirit 

            of fear !

Martha allowed that which is good get in the way of that which IS BETTER!!!
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN......
   B. MARY WAS A DISCIPLINED DISCIPLE...
      1. She sat at Jesus feet and heard His word. 

         a. Sitting at His feet was the ancient posture of disciples or

            learners.

Ac 22:3
         b. It indicates she was His disciple, she wanted to learn from

            Him

         c. She was more concerned about being a good disciple, than a

            good hostess

Today, Many in the church want to be good hostesses instead of being a good disciples, and this is a grave situation because it keeps the church back in more ways than one!!!
Holiness is kept at a low

Righteousness is stunted

Brotherhood is diminished

Faith cannot grow

Miracles can't take place

The grace of God won't be seen.

Mary chose a better way.....
      2. She chose the one thing needed -
Lk 10:42... 42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
   In the end, there is one thing that is really necessary

          That would be seeking God's kingdom and righteousness -
Mt 6:33... 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
1Ti 4:8.... 8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.
      3. She chose that which had eternal consequence -
         a. She chose "that good part, which will not be taken away from her"

         b. For Jesus offered blessings that would last. 
Jn 4:14; 14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
         c. Of which even her sister Martha was aware.
Jn 11:21-27
-- Mary had the discipline to seek first things first, putting the better before the good!
[From the example of Martha and Mary, what lesson can be drawn...?]

II. THE LESSON OF MARTHA AND MARY
   A. ARE WE DISTRACTED...?

      1. By things that may be good within themselves?

         a. Our duties as husbands and wives, fathers and mothers?

         b. Our responsibilities to work and community?

      2. Jesus warned against allowing such things to take 
         precedence in our lives

         a. Family cannot come before our service to the Lord - 
Mt 10:37; 37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

         b. Family and work cannot come before the kingdom of God - 
         c. Cares of this world can render us unfruitful -
Lk 8:14... 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.
         d. Cares of this world can leave us unprepared -
Lk 21:34.... 34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.
      3. If we become distracted by even things that are good...

         a. We will find ourselves like Martha:  worried, troubled,

            stressed out!

         b. We may find ourselves like Esau:  selling our inheritance

            for a morsel! -
He 12:16... 16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.
      -- Are we distracted by the good?
   B. ARE WE DISCIPLINED ENOUGH ...?
      1. To seek that which is better, the one thing that is really

         needed?

         a. The kingdom of God and His righteousness?

         b. Eternal life and the blessings which accompany it?

      2. Jesus taught of the value of choosing the good part

         a. God's providential care in our lives - 
Mt 6:31-33... 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
         b. Ample surplus to replace our sacrifice for the gospel 
         c. Peace and joy which the world cannot give
3. If we are disciplined enough to make the proper choice...

         a. We will find ourselves like Mary:  free of
 anxiety
, praised by the Lord!

         b. We will find ourselves like Job:  experiencing the end

            intend by the Lord! - Jm 5:11
      THE QUESTION HERE THIS MORNING IS ... 
Are we disciplined enough to choose that which is better?

CONCLUSION
1. Martha had the opportunity to serve the Lord again...

   a. On a joyous occasion, after the raising of her brother from the

      dead - Jn 12:1-2
   b. Then she served with no distraction, free from worry, with no

      rebuke from the Lord

2. Such is the case of those who learn from Martha and Mary...

   a. Who put first things first, seeking first God's will and work in

      their lives

   b. While the Lord comes first, they become better hosts, spouses,

      parents, workers

   c. Better than if they tried to do it on their own, without God's

      help!

Seek first the will of God, and everything falls into place.  Become

distracted by even that which is good,
 anxiety
 and problems will be our lot in life!  
Are we willing to learn from Martha and Mary...?

Beloved...I leave you this morning with these words...

SEEK TO BECOME MORE HOLY AND LET YOUR HOLINESS TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR HOSTINESS!!
