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Why KinderStart?

· KinderStart is far more than childcare. We are a NAEYC accredited early education facility. Our staff is comprised of professional, certified and licensed teachers.

· KinderStart provides a daily schedule based upon the Creative Curriculum/Teaching Strategies Gold in concert with Vermont Early Learning Standards. We offer a high quality learning environment based on NAEYC standards, and we have been awarded 5 STARS.

· KinderStart is a small organization, in a familiar setting, enabling your child to feel more at home and allowing for a more personalized approach to child development.

· KinderStart collaborates with the community to explore enrichment opportunities. 

· KinderStart supports its professional staff by funding all professional seminars designed to increase the qualifications of its teachers.  

· KinderStart teachers work in partnership with families, establishing and maintaining regular, ongoing communication, using a variety of resources to share vision, mission, goals, and expected child outcomes.

KinderStart Motto
“Let’s learn together” “Let’s Grow Together” “Learning together” “Growing together” 
KinderStart Mission Statement
To provide a positive, encouraging environment where children feel free to express themselves openly, and explore their world to its fullest.  To provide a nurturing, caring, challenging and rewarding environment in which our children can explore, learn, and grow.
KinderStart Philosophy
It is our belief that children need a child-friendly environment that is safe, caring, comfortable, and will promote all areas of a child’s development; including physical, social/emotional, and cognitive learning. It is our belief that all children should be provided balance, a variety of activities, and types of involvement that takes into consideration all the different learning styles and preferences. KinderStart provides flexibility within teacher planned curriculum and activities to spontaneously accommodate group or individual needs, unexpected circumstances, or personal visits. Children’s interests are always integrated into planned activities through teacher observation and interaction; providing learning opportunities that are both fun and interesting to the children throughout the day. Teachers will also work to provide opportunities to learn how to function effectively within a group setting and learn to become aware of the needs of others as well as being accepted as an individual with individual needs, interests, and preferences.

KinderStart Preschool’s goal is to provide an environment that supports the needs of each and every child. We respect each child as an individual with the potential for growth and learning.

Every day at KinderStart:

· We provide loving care and we nurture each child’s self-worth.

· We offer many choices for children.

· We treat the children with respect.

· We listen as well as talk to the children.

· We offer an environment with a variety of experiences.

· We believe in a child-centered model of care giving.

A developmentally appropriate curriculum shall be planned in advance to reflect our program’s philosophy and goals for the children. A weekly curriculum shall be posted for parent’s review which shall include both teacher guided and child directed activities. Staff will utilize regular tools such as Teaching Strategies Gold for conducting routine observations and documenting surveillance of all children as well as Ages and Stages Questionnaire along with families to provide routine developmental screening; KinderStart recognizes that screening and surveillance of a child’s development is a group contract and effort between caregivers and families. A daily schedule of children’s daily activities will be posted or otherwise made available to parents. The daily activities guide will provide the following:

· Indoor/outdoor activities

· Activity time (quiet and active)

· Large muscle/small muscle activities

· Staff initiated/child initiated activates

Each child shall have their own primary care space to offer security and continuity in the program as well as a primary teacher to assist in tracking your child’s development; though all teachers within the environment will be equally responsible for the care and well-being of the children. All Vermont childcare centers are licensed by the State of Vermont and operate under Vermont State Licensing Regulations. A copy of the state regulations is posted on the parent information board. KinderStart Preschool has an open door policy for all families; we encourage any concerns or questions as well as praise be brought to the teachers, directors, and owners. Communication between staff and families is key to creating a comfortable environment for everyone! 
The KinderStart Promise
As the Provider, I will:

· Greet each child with a smile.

· Provide positive interactions with each child every day.
· Listen to and respect each child.

· Sincerely give each child praise.

· Discipline calmly and fairly with positive guidance.
· Have age appropriate toys and learning activities available for all children.

· Start and end each day with a clean and organized environment.
· Read aloud to and sing with the children.
· End the day by telling the parent one positive thing that happened to his / her child that day.

As the Parent, I will:

· Have open communication with my child’s teachers.
· Talk to my provider about my concerns for my child.

· Bring my child appropriately dressed for the weather and the day’s activities.

· Consistently stay with in my child’s contracted time.
· Call my provider when I am going to be late for either arrival or pick up.

· Pickup my child immediately when my child becomes sick.

· Call my provider immediately when my child won’t be attending.

· Inform my provider immediately of any changes in address or telephone number at home or work, or any changes in doctor or emergency contacts.
· Include and provide updated health documents regularly.

· Respect the classroom routine as routine is important for my child’s daily success in the classroom.

· Check my parent mailbox daily located on door to left when entering school.

· If I have met challenges where I am unable to provide my child’s I will communicate that I am in need of support and resources.

· I will be honest about my child’s health.

NAEYC Accreditation

KinderStart became a National Academy of Early Childhood Program in August of 2012. The academy recognizes early childhood programs, which meet national standards of quality. Accredited centers have voluntarily undergone a comprehensive process of internal self-study and external professional review to verify compliance with the Academy’s criteria for high quality programs. The Academy is a division of the National Association for the Education of Young Children, the nation’s largest organization of early childhood educators. We are proud to follow the NAEYC standards, making your child’s experience here at KinderStart one of high quality learning.

Family Involvement
Educating children is a partnership between the parent, child, and teacher.  Parents are always welcome, and encouraged to attend KinderStart.  Our door is always open, and you are welcome any time with no requirement for advance notice.  You have unrestricted access to all facilities, records, and personnel that belong to your child.  You are free to observe or participate as you see fit.  If you choose to take an active role, there are a number of ways parents can participate in the development of their child.  A few possibilities include:
· Chaperoning field trips

· Contributing toys, supplies, time and equipment

· Acting as a guest teacher

· Participating in seminars

· Assisting in facility improvements and beautification

· Offering suggestions for improving KinderStart

Hours/Calendar
KinderStart hours of operation are as follows:

	Normal Business Hours
	Morning Preschool
	After School Program

	7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	8:30 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
	2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.


KinderStart Preschool follows the Williston School District calendar.  See the enclosed calendar for further information.  Full-time care is provided year-round, with closings only during the major holidays depicted on the calendar.  Full-time care is provided during the February and April School District breaks.
Closings
If KinderStart should close due to bad weather, announcements will be made via the local radio stations (STAR 92.9 FM, WXXX 95.5 FM, WOKO 98.9 FM, CHAMP 101.3 FM) and also local television stations.  If KinderStart should cancel during the school day, you will be notified using the numbers you provide to KinderStart.  KinderStart typically follows the Williston School Districts snow day policy.

Daily Schedule
At KinderStart, your child will enjoy a variety of enriching activities.  A typical day will go as follows:

7:00-8:45
Early arrival.  Supervised time to play until school begins.

9:00-11:00
Greeting and circle time.  Teachers introduce the special activities for the day.


Activity and fun time.  Children rotate between planned and choice activity centers including art, blocks and toys, books, writing, housekeeping, dress-up/drama, sand/rice/water play, puzzles, science and math enrichment.  Song and story time is a circle time activity where children enjoy songs and stories.  Snack time is included. 

11:00-12:00
Playtime includes indoor and outdoor play centers where children experience a progression of gross motor skills.

12:00-12:30
Lunch.  Children practice good healthy eating habits.  They wash up, prepare their space for eating and enjoy socializing with their friends.
12:30-2:30
Quiet/nap time.  Children may nap or select a book to quietly relax and re-energize their bodies.

1:30-3:00
Preschool Plus.  Extention of activities connected to the morning curriculum.  This is a quiet extension of the morning curriculum with additional games, a variety of activities and quite choices for those children who do not “nap”.

3:00-3:30
 Afternoon Snack.

3:30-5:00
Exploration.  Children and teachers participate in open-ended activities.
3:30-5:30
Close-up time. Winding down, saying good-bye and reflecting upon the day’s accomplishments.
* Please avoid dropping off 9:00 and 12:00.  This is our structured preschool time and interruptions are highly disruptive and can take away from the learning experience of your child as well as the other children. Thank you.

Toddler Program

Offering high quality care to children 24 to 36 months old. This program focuses on developing routines, building a foundation for language, and social and emotional development. We do not choose to transition children based only on age, but the readiness of the child and the group, which best fits their needs at the time of transition. We believe this helps them to be successful in growing in all areas of development. Please see classroom philosophy, needs list, enrichment schedule, and the daily schedule.

Preschool Program 

Offered for children transitioning into more social and emotional readiness and structured environment. Most children start at the age of their 3rd birthday or right before. We do not choose to transition children based only on age, but the readiness of the child and the group, which best fits their needs at the time of transition. This process is also used as they approach readiness for the Pre K group transition. We believe this helps them to be successful in growing through all areas of development. Please see classroom philosophy, needs list, enrichment schedule, and the daily schedule.

Pre-Kindergarten Program

Offered to children as they approach readiness for the Pre K group, this program is a step in preparing for a Kindergarten structure in routines, independent skills, and social & emotional development. It is also for children who miss the fall cut-off date entering Kindergarten. We do not choose to transition children based only on age, but the readiness of the child and the group, which best fits their needs at this time of transition. We believe this helps them to be successful in growing in all areas of development. Please see classroom philosophy, needs list, enrichment schedule, and the daily schedule.
Afterschool Care

This program enables children to be dropped off by bus at our location. At their arrival they may choose a quiet activity for 15 min. The rest of the students join together for snack at 3:00. After snack, outside play or a structured activity is planned at their age appropriate level if they choose to engage in it. 

Summer Program 

Offered at the end of each school session for children ages 2 to 7, KinderKamp, our summer program, will be open for enrollment in April, with a fun enrichment summer outline. A KinderKamp summer registration fee of $50.00 will be assessed for all children in attendance throughout the summer program. This $50.00 will be used cover any field trips and/or summer music and movement programs that will be offered over the summer. Program hours stay the same. We are closed for up to a week in August to plan for fall program curriculum, intensive cleaning, maintenance, and teacher training. Please see school calendar for the dates and the KinderKamp Handbook for more information.
Admission/Inclusive Policy

KinderStart admits all children irrespective of race, color, nationality and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to all children at KinderStart. We do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, nationality, disability, special needs or ethnic origin. Our family centered program ensures that we will embrace the cultures, traditions, beliefs, and values of our families and our community. Our teaching staff will continually seek to develop and promote an understanding of children’s culture and their at home environment. We believe that acceptance of diversity is imperative to working in a partnership with families and should include not only an acceptance of cultural diversity but also an acceptance of differences, similarities, lifestyles, and parenting choices. Our practice will ensure that:

· All individuals are treated equally and with respect at all times.

· We will focus on specific programming towards cultural awareness activities which will include identifying similarities as well as celebrating differences.

· Our program will reflect on the cultural backgrounds of children, staff, and families, as we develop routines that are consistent with best case practice and Vermont State Regulations.

· We will encourage and support the sharing of individual cultural beliefs, rituals, and customs to broaden awareness.

· We will incorporate individual home culture into curriculum plans to support cultural diversity wherever possible.

· We will provide translations into appropriate home languages wherever possible to assist and will encourage inclusiveness for all families.

· We will encourage and support our staff in professional development opportunities where they will develop an understanding of cultural diversity.

· We will work conscientiously with staff, families, and children to remove bias by replacing negative experiences with understanding and respect.
Tuition/Fee Schedule
Upon enrollment KinderStart requires a deposit equivalent to one weeks tuition, this deposit will be released towards your family’s last week at KinderStart with a two week written notice. Tuition deposits are not refunded to any family that is asked to leave KinderStart due to abuse of school policies or procedures. Payments to KinderStart are due on a weekly basis.  Payment dates will be available by viewing our school calendar.  Payments are due in full on the dates indicated, regardless of child absences (for example, sickness or vacations), or school closings (for example, for snow days or planned closings). If your child is not going to be here on that date tuition is due, please make arrangements to pay the prior week.  Your payment will not be processed until the tuition due date.
There is a 10% discount on second siblings attending KinderStart concurrently!  This discount is applied to the lesser of the two tuition fees.

KinderStart also offers a % Military Discount, please see the Administrative Director for additional information.

Absences
If your child is absent for any reason, you must notify KinderStart Preschool immediately.   State law requires positive contact between parents and providers to establish whereabouts of children.  

Illnesses

If your child is contagiously sick we ask that you do not bring your child to preschool. If your child is ill, you must find alternative arrangements for childcare. Children should always remain home for 24 hours after fever has returned to normal without assistance of any anti-fever medication like Children’s Tylenol before returning to school.  When the child is no longer contagious and is healthy enough to actively play with other children, he or she may come back to KinderStart. This helps protect the health and well being of all the children at KinderStart, and enables us to provide the best possible environment for the children.  For a comprehensive list of the criteria used by KinderStart to determine if a child is fit for care, see the Family Child Care Licensing Regulations, appendix B, http://www.state.vt.us/srs/childcare/licensing/license.htm
These are common symptoms that a child has a contagious condition:

· Active sneezing or coughing.

· Colored discharge from nose.

· A sore throat (with fever or swollen glands).

· Discharge from eyes or ears.

· Diarrhea (three or more watery stools in 24 hours).

· Vomiting (two or more times in 24 hours).

· A fever (a temperature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit or more).

· An eye infection.

· Rash (especially with a fever or itching).

Please report all communicable conditions (like strep, chicken pox, head lice, scabies, measles, or giardia) immediately so that staff and parents may be notified of exposure and given information about how to protect themselves and their children.

Medications

KinderStart will administer prescription and non-prescription medications in accordance with the forms provided in the enrollment package. Band-Aids, Neosporin, insect repellent and sun block, may be administered without notification to parents.  Any other non-prescription medication requires prior parental permission.  Prescription medications as well as over-the-counter medications require a signed permission form provided by KinderStart.  A parent must sign this form before absolutely any prescription medication will be administered.  All medication must be in original containers with the prescription with child’s name, physician’s name, directions for use and date clearly visible.  Medication must be handed to a staff member with completed form. Medication will not be administered without this.  Do not put medication in children’s lunch boxes or backpacks.  A written log of medication administered will be kept as well for all medications administered. Document of administering instructions need to be included.  Medications are locked in a med cabinet. A separate medication policy is in the parent packet.
Please keep all medications updated, including epi pens. It is the parent’s responsibility to replace all expired prescriptions. 

Lunch and Snack 

Parents are asked to provide a healthy morning snack, lunch and afternoon snack for their children. KinderStart will provide 2% milk at lunch time. We invite the children to help set up lunch and snacks to foster their independence. Healthy choices are set out for children to start with. No candy is allowed for lunch or snacks. Children are asked to help clean up their lunch area, encouraging responsibility and independent skills.

Food Allergies Or Special Nutrition Needs

KinderStart is not a peanut free school; however we do provide an allergy table for children to be safe at lunch and snack times. Allergies to foods or special needs are posted on the cabinet in the kitchen and also on your child’s medical for teachers to be aware of. There is also an Action Plan that must be filled out by parents and pediatricians for any child that has an allergy.
Outdoor Time

Children are outdoors twice a day every day, unless weather conditions do not allow. Sneakers are best for the playground and offer the support your child needs while in active play. Parents will provide sun block for their children.  In winter, parents will provide boots, snow pants, hats, mittens and coats.  A change of clothing should always be available to your child in their cubby.  We do get dirty and often times wet, and it is important to have extras on hand for emergencies.
Birthdays 

KinderStart enjoys celebrating your child’s birthday.  We recognize each child’s birthday by singing Happy Birthday at circle time. If you choose to bring in a treat for your child’s birthday, we ask that no gum or candy is offered. Please be sure to check with your child’s teacher if you are unsure of any allergies or dietary restrictions, though all of this information will be kept confidential they will be able to give you suggestions of appropriate snacks. If you are unsure of what to bring for the children to enjoy or would like suggestions, please check in with your child’s teacher.
Holidays

KinderStart is happy to acknowledge each holiday that you celebrate with your family.  Please take the time to share with us your culture so we may experience it through a book, music, foods or pictures and enrich our lives by understanding yours.

Confidentiality

KinderStart respects the privacy of parents, children and staff alike.  No information about your child will be shared with any outside agency unless required by law.
Positive Guidance
Part of growing up includes discovering our boundaries.  At KinderStart, we believe it is important for all children to participate in a mutually positive environment. We believe social and emotional skills are the basis of challenging behavior, which is why we problem solve with children in guiding them to recognize a positive resolution.  If they find proper resolutions with minimal guidance, they will be better equipped to handle life’s future adversities.

If required, children will be asked if they need some quiet space from the group to provide a period of time to calm down and reduce stress.  Resolutions are best sought with clear heads and calm manners.  Teachers approach the child and encourage joining when they feel ready. At KinderStart, after a period of time, the child will be approached and encouraged to determine an appropriate solution.
Parental involvement is encouraged in all cases. Positive feedback or guidance are all in the best interest of your child. Communication is vital to keeping our children on the right track. Please feel free to always make an appointment for future communication. Parent/Teacher conferences are held twice a year, with child assessments at that time. 

Field Trips
Part of exploring our world includes taking field trips.  The contract serves as a field trip authorization form.  Advance notification is always provided to parents when there is an upcoming field trip.  If you do not allow your child to participate in a field trip, you must arrange for alternative care for that day.  The school will be closed during field trips.  Parental involvement is highly encouraged as both chaperons and transportation providers.
Children must be transported in car seat that meets current safety regulations and standards. Cell phones, emergency binders, and a first aid kit will accompany a teacher in case of an emergency. Teacher child ratios are maintained at all times.  

Check-in/out Procedures
Strict face-to-face hand-off procedures between parents and staff apply per the guidance provided in our enrollment package.  Parents must ensure provider ratios are met prior to leaving their child.  Early drop offs are not allowed unless coordinated with KinderStart staff. All persons entering our school must wash hands upon arrival. Please use the sign in/sign out system when you enter the building for confirmation of arrival and departure.

Community Relationships 

Developing and maintaining clear and positive family and community relations is highly important. We use email correspondence, monthly newsletters, our web site, phone, notes, home journals and in person.  KinderStart will provide program information to families in a language that the family can understand.

Child Abuse

Vermont state law requires KinderStart to report any suspicion of child abuse to state authorities within 24 hours of discovery.  KinderStart does not condone or enable child abuse in any form.  
Smoking
Smoking is not allowed on KinderStart property, in accordance with Vermont State Licensing Regulations and Vermont laws.
Parent Feedback
Feedback regarding how we are doing is greatly appreciated.  Parents will be given the opportunity to formally evaluate KinderStart annually.

Complaints/Additional Information
We encourage you to bring your concerns to the KinderStart staff or to the Director as appropriate.  If you are not satisfied with our response, please feel free to contact the Child Care Consumer Concern Line at (1-800-540-7942) or to the Department of Children and Families Child Development Division at (1-800-649-2642).

Additional information regarding state child care regulations can be found by contacting the Child Development Division or by visiting their website at http://www.state.vt.us/srs/childcare/licensing/license.htm.[image: image1.png]
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School Location


7202 Williston Road


Williston, VT


(802) 878 -





Mailing Address: 


389 Wildflower Circle


Williston, VT  05495


(802) 878 - 4947
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