Life of Piety
Talk #5 Friday 18:30

Opening Song: This is My Story by Big Daddy Weave 
Verse: Jeremiah 29:11
Introduction, Light Candle
Final Video: The Day I found God by Switch foot https://youtu.be/6wpm1nLSqyw [4:30min]
Props: Bible and Prayer to the Holy Spirit

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
Gentleman, please join me in the prayer to the Holy Spirit.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.  And you shall renew the face of the earth. O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy your consolations.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
This is an incredibly difficult talk for me to give.  Not only because of the topic, but because of what I felt God wanted me to share.  I am sharing with you something that is a part of my past that although has changed my life I try not to revisit, remember, or even acknowledge.  For me, when I have shared something personal I have only shared the “surface” of the story, not the story behind the story.
Today, I share with you this story, the part of my past that few people know.  [BEGIN SLIDE 1]
Who here thinks they have their life all planned out?  From what you were going to do, who you were going to marry, and everything else?  I think that we as guys can all say that we are guilty of that. [CLICK SLIDE 2]
In my youth I had accepted God as the Creator of ALL things and that was evident to me when I was on hiking and camping trips with scouts.  There are just things that can’t be explained and you know that there is a grand design.   I liked to study rocks when I was younger and seeing sea shells and patterns of the way rock is carved by moving water on top of mountains was evident that the Bible was true for me.
I also had experienced several dangers in my youth, often coming close to death.  My two most dramatic ones were drowning.  Ironically I love the water.  In fact, I was as close as a person could get to joining the Navy.  I know I have guardian angels; I have been kept safe all my life.
I knew God existed but I had to find Jesus later. [CLICK SLIDE 3]
My name is Davan Johnson and the title of this talk is Life of Piety.  [CLICK SLIDE 4]
The phrase “Life of Piety” suggests a whole life, not just momentary acts or practices.  But it is to live all of your life in a genuine openness and relationship with God. [CLICK SLIDE 5]
A life of piety is a life in which our relationship with God influences all other relationships. Like Friends, Family, and Co-Workers. [CLICK SLIDE 6]
As in all relationships, you will get out of the relationship with God what you put into it. God as fully offered us a relationship; it is up to us to receive the relationship and live from it.
When I was in high school I laid out a plan for my life.  I wanted to have my own business, get married, have a family, and get my college degree in business.  I also wanted to find someone while I was in High School so I could marry my High school sweetheart.  I also wanted to be able to earn a lot of money while I was young and retire early.
High School went according to plan, I found my high school sweetheart, although she, herself was not in high school.  She was three years my senior.  But I found someone who absolutely stole my heart.  We had mature intellectual conversations about life, politics, religion, family, and everything you could think of.  If you named a topic, chances are, we had already discussed it.  I asked her to marry me after one year of dating.  In fact, I wrote my proposal while in High School Chemistry.  I made a “C” that year.  [CLICK SLIDE 7]
As in all relationships, you will experience highs and lows.  Jesus experienced highs and lows in his relationship with God.  In Matthew 17:1-8 we learned that Jesus had both the experience of God’s presence on the mountain top and the feeling of God’s absence on the cross in Matthew 27:45-46.  And so will we.
A while before Kristi and I started dating after my first “puppy love” I sat down and created a list of qualities that I wanted in my future wife and life-long companion.  I wrote these down in a journal of mine. I prayed that God would bless me in my search and He did.  At the time Kristi and I met, I was not looking for anyone but He sent her to me and she initiated the contact first.  Ironically, she didn’t like me.  I didn’t realize that she was the one that I had been looking for, but years later I was reviewing that journal and discovered what I had written and God showed me that he does answer prayers.  She became my priority, or so I thought. 
A life of piety is not limited to a narrow religious aspect of one’s life; rather a life in piety is a life in which one’s relationship with God influences all other relationships. [CLICK SLIDE 8]
Life of piety makes the relationship with God life’s priority.  Piety means giving our hearts to God.  (Stool example; a stool with only one leg is not stable enough to support a life in grace)  And this is how it was for me. 

 [CLICK SLIDE 9]
Characteristics of any high priority relationship, including a relationship with God, are;
· Attention – We give the relationship our undivided attention.
· Time – We make time to be with the ones we love.
· Honesty – Honest communication involves telling the truth and attentive listening.
· Deep commitment – We cannot continually skim the surface with people significant in our lives, or the relationship suffers.
· Sharing – Provides strength for all of our life, including other relationships.
So with High School done and I am starting to see my career and family takes care of itself, I thought everything was going according to plan.  Well, it was, it was going according to MY plan but not God’s. [CLICK SLIDE 10]
Woody Allen said, “If you want to make God laugh, tell him about your plans.” And I am sure he got a big laugh out of mine.
For reasons of a spiritual nature, God tore my house of cards down.  Not all at once but card by card.  You see, God the creator, knows what makes us tick.  He broke my house down in such a way that I got to see the grand design.  He knows me better than anyone.  And He knows you better than any of us.  I never felt so vulnerable than when he began tearing me down.
I came to know Christ in the course of one month when it seemed like my life was falling apart and over.  God had tried many ways with me but I was always too proud.  Instead, he had to tear me down and rebuild me.  It was like I was clay in the potter’s hands. I was guilty of ignoring all the characteristics of a high priority relationship both with my future wife and my God. 
It all happened in 2006 in the month of March.  The ironic thing is, is that I began writing this talk this in March (12 years later).  So this talk actually began 12 years ago for this day.  Now, I didn’t know that when I wrote this out 12 years ago that I would actually be standing up somewhere giving this talk, on this walk, at this time.  But God knew!  Are you seeing God’ Design? [CLICK SLIDE 11]
Each week on a Thursday my house lost a brick.  The first week was about money.  I had been using money that did not belong to me to pay for certain bills.  I was caught and was disgraced, ashamed, and shunned.  My wife, at time my fiancé, was ashamed of me as I was ashamed of myself.
The second week was about loyalty.  I had a deep passion for loyalty in a relationship.  I never approved of break ups in High School and cheating and when I dated a person, I would never cheat on them while in a relationship.  Well, my wife/fiancé had met a person at a wedding in the previous August.  Unknown to me they had carried on conversations and I became aware of the relationship in December.  Their relationship often encroached upon my relationship with my soon to be wife.  When the events of the first week came out, she had decided to stay at her brother’s house where they often played games with person she met at the wedding.  One night he and my beloved decided to go driving around and ended up betraying my trust with a simple kiss just as Judas had done with Jesus.
When I was told of this it broke my heart and that is when I truly began to turn to God.  The Bible was my solace and Jesus was my friend.  As soon as I had found out I immediately drove to church to someone who could help.  I had woeful thoughts and had nowhere to turn.  At that time my pastor  asked me a question he had several times before but my answer this time was a whole-heartedly “NO”.  I knew I was lost, I felt lost, hopeless, like I was at the bottom of a deep crevice.  I asked Jesus into my life and asked for His forgiveness and then I left as a different person. A surrendered person.
Prior to walking into that church that day after finding out about what had been done I was in so much pain, emotionally and spiritually.  I would have welcomed any kind of physical pain because nothing was as bad as the deep pain I felt in my heart and soul. I was in a such a dark place, and depression.  Through this ordeal I had lost my appetite, stopped eating, lost several pounds.  I gained an appreciation of the desire for suicide. When I left that church, I was at such peace.  God was in control and I surrendered.  I was a broken spirit, soft clay, ready to be molded. 
The third and fourth week were easier because I was already broken and ready to be molded.  I surrendered my love to my bride to be for my love of Jesus.  The worship services at church had a profound impact on me, I acknowledged that we were beings created for God’s worship, our purpose.  Feeling the presence of Jesus as my friend and savior, someone who laid down His life for mine, now I laid down my life for Him.  My ex-fiancé continued with her relationship with that other person and I worked on my relationship with Christ.
In the fourth week I was wondering about my career.  But again, I surrendered and allowed God to take control.  
I prayed and talked to God everyday, talking to Jesus, my truest friend in the entire world because He would never forsake me and stood by me when I didn’t deserve His love.  I prayed for others more so than myself because I knew God would take care of me.  I prayed mostly for Kristi and Kristi prayed for me.  We eventually renewed our relationship, this time founded in Christ…devotions together and prayer and I gained a greater understanding than anyone could imagine about planning and control. [CLICK SLIDE 12]
There are certain spiritual practices that enhance our relationship in a life of Piety.  They are:
· Prayer – Personally relating to God; the communication language of the soul.
· Searching the scripture – Source from which we learn the heart and will of the One who call us into relationship. [THIS IS THE BIBLE THAT GOT ME THROUGH THAT TIME, IT HAS TEARS IN THE PAGES]
· Meditation – Meditation focuses our attention on God in a way that is too deep for words.
· Worship – Worship is the fount of all Christian life and community.
· Holy Communion – The sacramental meal where, in obedience to Jesus’ command, we share the bread of life and the cup of salvation.
· Spiritual direction – Spiritual direction is a relationship with one who can guide us.
Next year my wife and I will be celebrating our 10 year wedding anniversary.  And although we have gone through this difficult time together, we are better, and stronger for it.  Life is hard, and just because we are Christians, it doesn’t mean that we are exempt from the struggles in life.  We must go through the storm; we must be forged in the fire sometimes in order to gain an unshakeable faith.
In regards to my plans, they are more in tune with God’s plans now.  I give it all to Him.  I did marry my high school sweetheart, I did get my business degree, and I do own my own business and as to family; I have several nieces and nephews as well as a scout troop that I consider my own as well.
And as to earning money and retiring early.  Well, if you find a job you enjoy doing, you’ll never have to work a day in your life.  My wife and I continue to travel as avid cruisers making memories (But that is just the surface part of the story, not the story behind the story). [CLICK SLIDE 13]
These are the qualities of a life in piety:
· Awareness – of ourselves, others, creation, and God.
· Desire – To fulfill the relationship with God.
· Action – Bears fruit in our decisions and lifestyle.
· Direction – Focused on Christ, following the Way.
· Naturalness – In touch with reality; being ourselves.
· Courage – Exhibits inner security; freed from fear to follow truth and do right.
· Joy – Shows the joy of the Lord in all situations. [CLICK SLIDE 14]
In continuing to live a life of piety I try to be more aware of the needs of others, to pray and meditate more on God’s will for me, and to worship and praise him both for the blessings and the burdens.
Jesus’ relationship with God was not just an important part of his life or even the most important part of his life; it was the source of a whole life lived from God’s love toward other people.  Jesus’ words and deeds flowed from his relationship with God according to John 7:16.  And in John 10:18 every aspect of Jesus’   life reflected his relationship with God.  
So because we have been loved and we have been forgiven; so too can we love and forgive.
In conclusion I have lived the lives of the Prodigal Son, The prophet Hosea, and of Job.  And have learned that the Life of Piety is whole life lived in joyful relationship with God and Christ.
DeColores!
[bookmark: _GoBack]PLAY LAST VIDEO. https://youtu.be/6wpm1nLSqyw [CLICK SLIDE 15]


