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                                   THE DISCIPLE THAT JESUS LOVED….
                                                   (By Pam Kerr)
I picked up a magazine recently and saw an article that was entitled “I Know Jesus Loves Me but Does He Like Me?”.   I found that title very intriguing.  I’m not much of a magazine person – I’m definitely a book person way over magazines, but this title really caught my attention so I sort of skimmed the article and, honestly, it didn’t really grab me but there was one bit of info in the article that did really grab attention and my heart.   

The Apostle John is often referred to as the disciple whom Jesus loved.  Throughout the New Testament we get a feeling of the essence of John’s relationship with Jesus here on earth and I think much of that feeling is from the phrase – the disciple whom Jesus loved.   Now John was indeed a close companion to Jesus.   There was undoubtedly a bond there.   And part of that bond was that John felt loved by Jesus…

Turn to the book of John  -   We’re going to look at 5 different verses.

13:23  - at the last supper

19:26-27  - at the cross

20:2  - at the empty tomb

21:7 – post resurrection appearance/miraculous catch of fish

21:20 –  “       “                “                 “              “         “

The disciple Jesus loved is referenced in each of these 5 verses.  And these are the only references that refer to John as the disciple Jesus loved.    Now here’s the part that grabbed me.   They are all in the book of John – every time, that means it’s John who is identifying himself as the disciple that Jesus loved.    Doesn’t that just touch your heart?    John felt loved by Jesus so much that he referred to himself as the disciple Jesus loved.   

I did a little research and found there are various theories as to why John used this anonymity in referring to himself.     One suggestion is that he concealed his name due simply to modesty – although some wonder at referring to yourself as the beloved disciple as being modest – some think it to be rather conceited.

Another theory is that concealment served political or security reasons due to the threat of persecution.   There are even theories out there that say that it isn’t even John it’s referring to but – get this – Jesus’ wife, Mary Magdalene!   This one doesn’t hold water in any way shape or form if for no other reason that in John 20:2, we read that Mary ran to get Peter and who?   The disciple Jesus loved.      And still another theory claim it’s Lazarus because in John 11 the scripture states that Jesus loved Martha, her sister and Lazarus.

Reading through the different theories, there is only one conclusion I can come to and that is that all those theories are pretty lame and full of holes – even in the secular sense – and that the only thing that rings with truth is that it was indeed John.

I believe, as I’ve pondered this  that John referred to himself like this because he wanted the emphasis to be on Jesus not on himself.   That Jesus must increase and John must decrease.   He must become greater and greater and I must become less and less.   John’s desire was not to proclaim himself and his own thoughts and ideas.  He was proclaiming Christ on all fronts.To proclaim Christ as the Son of God.  I don’t think he was being conceited by referring to himself as the disciple Jesus loved, I think that it actually minimized John – that it shows that the most important thing about him – that the only thing that truly mattered to Him was this one truth –that Jesus loved him.  
I think one of the most obvious proofs of the close relationship that John had with Jesus is found in John 19:26.   We read it earlier, but let’s read it again – When Jesus was on the cross, he asked John to care for His mother after He was gone.  Jesus was entrusting something that was very precious to Him to his friend, John.   Jesus looked down at John and knew He could trust him to take care of His mother.  That’s huge!

And further proof of that relationship is found in the part that we don’t focus on so much – Look at  the last part of that verse – It says From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  Not only did Jesus feel He could ask, feel he could entrust His mother to John, but John agreed to it and did it.  This is no small thing!  Taking a friend’s mother into your home for the rest of her life.   Mary wouldn’t have been that old when Jesus was crucified.   She was only a teenager when she gave birth to Jesus.   And Jesus was 33 when he died on the cross – so she may have only been in her late 40’s.   So this is no small commitment John is making.   

Another reason I feel that John may have referred to himself as one who Jesus loved, is because I think John had a deeper understanding of love than most.    All through the book of I John, we get a real sense of this.   He starts out the book affirming that he did indeed walk and talk with the risen Christ.  He’s saying, you can believe what I’m about to say, because I was there.   
Corrie Ten Boom writes in the preface to one of her books – “I wish I could share with you what I have learned during my imprisonment, but I am old and I cannot travel much now.  Since we cannot speak personally together, I have decided to visit you through this little book.   The conversations, the experiences really happened to me and I want to share them with you – to show you that even when circumstances look utterly bleak, there is a victorious life which is real and available to you.”

Why will we listen to Corrie?   Because she was there – she experienced it.  John’s saying the same thing – in the first 4 verses of I John.  Why should we listen to him?  He was there – he experienced it. Read I John 1:1-4.  

And throughout this small book he defines love.   Turn to I john 4:7-16
What do we hear over and over here?   God is love – God loves us – God sent his Son because He loves us - And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.   John stresses over and over that God loves us.   OK – this is something I would imagine everyone here this morning has known since you were a child.   We sing “jesus loves me this I know” -  There’s another chorus –“Oh how He loves you and me, Oh how He loves you and me.   He gave His life, what more could He give?  Oh how He loves you, Oh how He loves me, Oh how He loves you and me.”   God’s love explains why He creates – because he loves, he creates people to love.   God’s love explains why He cares – He cares because He loves them – He cares for sinful people.   God’s love explains why we are free to choose – because he loves us and wants a loving response from us.  His love explains why Christ died – because He loved us enough to offer a solution to the problem of sin – God’s love explains why He gives eternal life – because His love is so great that He longs to express it  to us forever.   
This little book of I John is chock full of the most vital aspects of faith.  John emphasizes God’s love, which is the foundation of it all so that we can be confident in our faith.  He emphasizes that in this dark world, God is light – that in this cold world, God’s love brings a warmth – that in this dying world, God brings life.  It’s not a very long book – but it’s power packed!   

John had a real understanding of God’s love, didn’t he?  And why should we listen to John – because he walked and he talked with God when He came in the flesh.  He knew all of this first hand.  He was there when the greatest act of God’s love for all of us took place.  He saw it with his own eyes, he touched the nail prints in Jesus’ hands. He embraced God in the flesh both before and after His resurrection.  He saw the love in Jesus’ eyes and heard it in his voice.  He knew and understood that magnitude of God’s love and He wrote the book of I John so that we can know it too.   And so we listen to John, and as I read John’s writings in scripture, it brings it alive for me to think of it.  But John’s testimony to all of this fades in comparison to God’s testimony and John mentions this in chapter 5.  Look at verse 9 – John writes – We accept man’s testimony but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God which he has given about his Son. – Twice in scripture, God gives testimony about Jesus – Turn to Matthew and let’s look at 3:16, 17 and Matthew 17:5.   God’s testimony – Jesus is my Son in whom I am well pleased.   And every time I read This is my Son – listen to Him, I get goose bumps!  We need to listen up!
There’s a flip side to John’s teaching on love – it’s a two way street.  Throughout the teaching on God’s love, we hear also how we can show God that we love Him.   Let’s go back to chapter 4 and look at verse 11. . . .Then skip ahead to chapter 5 verse 3. . . then look at 2 John verses 5 and 6. . .

No gray area here is there?   We are to love with the same love with which we are loved.   We are to obey his commands – walk in obedience.   In chapter 2 verse 3-4 it says that if we claim to know God but don’t do what he says, then we are a liar.   Again, no gray area here.   
So we have to ask ourselves – How’s this workin’ for me?   I love God with all my heart, but am I loving others as I should?   Am I walking in obedience in every area of my life?   Let’s turn to I Corinthians chapter 13.   Now this is a very familiar passage of scripture and sometimes a scripture is so awesome that it becomes very popular and well-known which is great, but sometimes it loses it’s impact because it’s so familiar.   So let’s look at the description of love in the first few verses like it’s the first time we’ve ever read them.   (Read first 7 verses)
What we see here is that the real test of our love for God is how we treat the people who are right in front of us.  Let’s look again at verses 4-7 and just give each one a little pondering and ask ourselves – how patient am I?   How kind am I?  Do I envy?   Do I brag?  Am I prideful?   Am I rude?   Am I all about me?   Do I have a short temper?   Do I hold a grudge?  Do I find joy in the truth and detest evil?   Are my instincts to protect, trust, hope and hang in there in the faith?
Are we capable of this kind of love on our own?   Of course not.   Is God capable of this kind of love?   Of course He is.   But as we’ve read, He commands us to love as He loves.  So what’s the secret?  How can we love as He loves?  The only way we can love with agape is to completely surrender our hearts to Him and begin obeying his commands – and here’s the key – even if you aren’t feeling (remember agape love is not about feelings) love in a particular situation, walk in obedience and show love – and as you do that – as you obey his command to show agape love – your heart will begin to be transformed.   It won’t happen overnight, but it WILL happen.
I know you have all heard me share before about a time in my life when I had really bitter feelings toward someone. They had hurt me deeply and I had gotten to the point where I resented anything good that happened to them – I was jealous of them.   I heard a suggestion somewhere – can’t remember now where exactly – that we need to pray for our enemies – pray for those who hurt you – so accepted that challenge and I began to pray for them.   And the first few times, it wasn’t very heartfelt – my emotions were not involved.   But I kept praying for them – praying that God would bless them in big and small ways – and you know what?
   My heart began to change.   Why?   Because I was being obedient – I was beginning to show them agape love – even though they never knew it.   And because I was showing Agape my heart started to soften toward them and my prayers became sincere.
I’ve had the same experience with the police chaplaincy Terry’s involved in.   I didn’t always “feel” love for those that Terry brought into our home – it was often inconvenient and could at times be uncomfortable – but as I showed them love – even though I didn’t particularly feel it, my heart began to change and soften toward them.   Why?   Because I was being obedient to God’s commands.   
So on this Valentine’s Day – which is all about love – I challenge you some time today to get your Bible and sit down and read the book of I John.   It’s a short little book but so full of the truth about God’s love for us and how we should live to show our love for Him.   And as you accept this challenge, which I’m sure you will, read it with the thought in mind that John is proclaiming what he knows to be true – what he has seen, heard and touched.   He’s proclaiming Jesus, God’s Son.

Let’s pray –

Father – how can we thank You enough for the love You have shown to us – help us now to begin to show You how much we love You in return by walking in obedience to your commands.   By allowing You to transform our hearts by living out agape every day of our lives.  There is none like You, Lord. We could search and search and never find anything or anyone that can fill our hearts like You do.  

Bless this day for each person here, Lord.  Comfort the hearts that are hurting – be a source of strength each day.

We love you –   Amen.                                

