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TITLE: UNITY IN DIVERSITY

TEXT: 1 Co. 12:1-31 & 14:4-20 & 13:1-3; Ephe 4:11-14

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about unity within diversity. This is what God has ordained for His Church, Unity in Diversity. We see this taught to us in Scripture many times but possibly the most noteworthy and clear is in Paul’s teaching to the Church in Corinth about the gifts of the Spirit.

Corinth was a very gifted Church, rich in the gifts of the Spirit. They had the gifts of the Spirit but they had lost sight of the unity in which the gifts were to be administered.

 Dennis Kinlaw, the founder of the Francis Ashbury Society, an evangelistic ministry based in Wilmore Kentucky, said this in his devotional “This Day With The Master”.

 The daily devotion was entitled “Dangerous Gifts”.

  He used 1 Co. 12 for His context and said this…

“One of the beauties of Gods working with us is that He deals with us as a community. He gives you what I need, and miraculously He gives me something that you are going to need. The Holy Spirit is the one who gives us gifts, and He is the one who wants to control their use. Thus it is absolutely essential that a person that has a gift of the Spirit be filled with the Spirit!

  Because of the communal nature of Spiritual gifts, our gifts are not only sterile, they are dangerous when used for ourselves or used apart from the Spirit of God. 

We easily damage ourselves and other persons when His gifts are not under His control. It is possible to have a gift and not its giver. Then we have the appearance of Spiritual Power, but it is tainted by self-interest, temper, a critical spirit, and a carnal attitude.

 The spiritual gift that I have must be under His control and not my own if it to be truly fruitful. 
 The Spirit must rule my life completely. When I come to the place where He controls me, then whatever He gives me belong to Him and can be used by Him.   When I have yielded myself to Him, He is able to sanctify both me and the gift; then the gift becomes an instrument of His glory.”

 This is a truth that the Apostle Paul tries to convey to the Corinthian Church. The Church at Corinth was very gifted by God but they had come to a place where the gifts were adding to their diversity more then to their unity. 

1 Corinthians 12:1 - 13:1 (NIV) 1Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.  

ag-no-eh'-o
not to know (through lack of information or intelligence); by implication to ignore (through disinclination):—(be) ignorant (-ly), not know, not understand.

So what Paul was saying to them was:

 Brothers, I don’t want you to be not understanding of your Spiritual gifts.. 

So Paul goes on to explain to them the nature and purpose for their Spiritual giftedness…
1 Co 12:4 4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

This is an important base of knowledge for the operation of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit..
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  

6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

 Four things that are all important that I want to stop here and point out in regard to Spiritual gifts are this:

1. No matter what your or my specific area of giftedness of God is, it is first and foremost God’s gift not our gift!  God is the owner, and He has lent, if you will, the gift that we have to us.
 The Lord gave and the Lord can take away! The gift is God’s.

2. All Believers are gifted! Whether we recognize the gift we have been given or not the fact remains that God has given all believers a spiritual gift.. 
    7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given….
3. Another thing that this tells us is what the gifts of the Spirit that God gives us actually are—they are manifestation of His Holy Spirit…
The manifestation of the Spirit is given!
4. Whatever Gift we have been given by God, the primary purpose of that gift is for others more than for ourselves..
The manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

God has gifted you primarily to benefit me and the rest of the Church body and He has gifted me primarily to benefit you and the rest of the Church body..
 Paul then goes on and talks about the diversity and the unity of the Gifts of God…
 8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,  10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,
and to still another the interpretation of tongues.
11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

The diversity of the gifts is that they are, many times, in fact, most of the time, different gifts from one believer to the other.

 8To one there is given the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge 9to another faith, to another gifts of healing,  10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,
 and to still another the interpretation of tongues.
 And this is just a very partial list of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit! Other passages of Scripture talk about the gift of helps, the gift of administration, the gift of hospitality. The gifts of the Holy Spirit can be as numerous and diverse as there are people to receive them.
The unity found in the gifts is that they are all of the same Spirit who administers them as He sees fit!

Paul goes on to expand upon the unity of the gifts…

 He does so by using the analogy of the human body…

12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  13For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 
 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 
 19If they were all one part, where would the body be?  20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 

 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,  23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,  24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it,  25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  

 What a wonderful illustration of the unity that God has intended within the body of Christ.
12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ!

Example: Just contemplate our physical bodies for a moment and how God has formed each part to be inter-dependent and reliant on the other…
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 

I may be the foot in my body but what I really want to be is a hand. I mean the hand has a pretty neat role to play within my body! With it I can do some very great things for the body! The hand gets to paint the masterpiece! The hand gets to greet others with a warm handshake!

The hand gets to grab the pizza and usher it to the mouth! As a foot I just get walked on all day long!
  I am not really that much appreciated, in fact am most often taken for granted! I want to be a hand.

Now if God would grant my request this body would now have three hand but only one foot!

Now I would have to really struggle to get over to the canvas to paint my masterpiece! It would take me a lot longer to go and pick up my pizza with just one foot! It would be cold by the time that my mouth received it and that would not make my mouth or stomach happy! I would never win a foot race again….

18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  19If they were all one part, where would the body be?  20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

  God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it,  25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

 I learned this truth of Scripture in a very real and practical way several years ago.

Example:  Broken arm—double compound fracture of my left arm.. 11 or 12 surgeries over about a 5 year period— About half of that time my arm was in a cast or soft splint.

 A few years ago I fell off a ladder and destroyed my right shoulder requiring a total shoulder replacement.

 One thing that I learned through this time is just how inter-dependent the parts of the physical body really are upon one another!

26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it!

 My arm hurt a lot during that healing process!

 I had three bone grafts over a period of 5 years where they would go back in tear everything back apart, remove the steel plate and re-break the bones and chisel bone from my hips to pack around the break in my arm to try to bring new life to the damaged bone in my arm. It was a very painful procedure. In the hospital after surgery Morphine became my best friend! And I thank God for it!

 But it was not just my arm that was suffering! My hip was not too happy to give up part of itself to help out my arm and my hip let me know it!

 I can remember a lot of other body parts that suffered through that time! My shoulders and back would ache from the strain that my arm was causing on the rest of the body.  For years I found that my right hand and arm carried more than their share of the load to make up for the weakness of my left arm.

 Now my arms have pretty much equaled out---both are limited and cause discomfort at times.

 God has combined the members of the body --- 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

   So it is in the body of Christ!

Each part is inter-dependent upon the rest!

Each part has an essential God given role to play!

Each person is gifted by God with a special and often unique gift that is intended to be used to bring about completion and wholeness and unity to the specific Church body in which God has placed them.

And if that body part is not there or not functioning properly then it will affect the rest of the body.
The body will not be whole! It will not be complete! It will not function as God intends for it to function.
The problem that Paul addresses in the Corinthian Church is that they lost sight of the purpose for their giftedness within the Church and it was bringing about disunity within the Church body.
The Corinthian Church was a very spiritually gifted Church. But the gifts started to become very self-centered and self-focused and it was bringing about disunity within the body.
In a lot of cases the gifts were being used to exalt the one gifted with them rather than to be seen as something to bless and bring wholeness to the body of Christ.
 Some where taking pride in their gift of the Spirit and holding it up as a testament to their spiritual superiority.
The result was that within the Church service, the public assembly, there was disorder and disarray and confusion.  And that is what Paul sought to address to them in his letter.

 From Corinthians chapter 14 it seems that the main problem was with the gift of tongues. Everyone that had that gift was using it in the public assembly but there was not interpretation of the tongue so it was bringing disorder to the service and the body was not being edified by it.  

  So Paul’s admonition…If you have that gift praise God but use it in its proper place.

 For the most part At home! In your prayer closet! It is between you and God! Unless it is interpreted so everyone can be edified by it and the body may be built up!


1 Corinthians 14:1 - 20 (NIV) 1Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.  
2For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.
  3But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.  4He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.  

5I would like every one of you to speak in tongues,
 but I would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified. 6Now, brothers, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction?  7Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless there is a distinction in the notes?  8Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle?  9So it is with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into the air.  18I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.  19But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue. 20Brothers, stop thinking like children. 
 What Paul was saying was that If we have been blessed with the gift of tongues then praise God! Like all of Gods gifts it is a wonderful gift and has a wonderful purpose! But the purpose of tongues, apart from interpretation, is not for the public assembly because it does not edify the body. It edifies self! 

 In the Church assembly exercise the gifts that edify and build up and encourage the Church body! 

19But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.

1 Corinthians 12:28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 
 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?  30Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way. 
? Do all interpret?  (No) 31But eagerly desire
 And then Paul goes into Chapter 13, the love chapter of Scripture.

1 Corinthians 13:1 - 3 (NIV) 1If I speak in the tongues
 of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.
Whatever the gift God has given you it is first and foremost to be administered in love to the rest of the Body of Christ into which He has placed you.
God’s giftedness is all about bringing unity within the diversity of the body of Christ. 


Ephesians 4:11 - 13 (NIV) 11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Unity in diversity! Each one of us was created by God differently!
  We have different sizes and shapes, different abilities, different backgrounds and up-bringing’s and different gifts of God bestowed upon us.
And it is in this diversity that we are to unite together and be an effective force for the Kingdom of God doing His will and bidding on this earth..
It is in our diversity that we are to rely upon each other so that your strength will help me in the area’s that I am weak and my strength will help you in the area’s that you may be weak.

And just like in a marriage our strengths and weakness complement one another so that together we are more of a whole then we would ever be if we were apart.
 I hope you realize just how important and even essential that you are in your area of giftedness to this part of the body of Christ! I hope that you realize the responsibility that God has placed upon you to help bring about wholeness and unity to this Church body!

That when you are not here that there is a part of the body missing and we are not as whole as God intends for us to be…
    7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good…
18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  ---- 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  
One of the greatest yet often overlooked gifts of God is simple faithfulness and the encouragement that just our presence brings to the rest of the body.

 Do you suppose an athlete performs better when there are only a couple people in the stands or when the stadium is full?

  I think the same thing applies to a church body because we feed off and are encouraged by one another…
So, this morning do you see yourself as an essential part of the body of Christ? I hope you do because you are…

 Are you being faithful to administering Gods giftedness to you within this body to help make it as complete as God has intended it to be?

12to (help) prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.


