Waterford Township Winter Service Guideline
I. Purpose
Provide a guideline to the residents of Waterford Township and its employees on the process of snow and ice control from township roadways. The township believes it is in the best interest of the residents of Waterford Township to assume basic responsibility for snow and ice control. Reasonable snow and ice control is necessary for routine travel and emergency service. The township will provide these services in the safest and most cost effective manner.

II. Goal 

The goal of Waterford Township is to have all roads passable within a reasonable amount of time after the snowfall has stopped. Users of the township road system are reminded to exercise caution and drive with extreme care. Even with a well maintained vehicle prepared for winter driving, the posted speed limit may not be possible at all times. 

III. Personnel
All township employees shall know the snow and ice control operation. The township removes snow from 73 miles of roadway with four (4) trucks equipped with plows, wings, and spreader boxes. The use of one (1) loader and two (2) road graders are also available if needed. The road foreman may use seasonal personnel to assist in the winter operation on an as needed basis.

IV. Procedures
A.
Snow and ice control will typically commence when:

1. Four (4) or more inches of snow has accumulated on the roadway


2. Blowing and drifting snow cases potential problems for traffic flow


3. Icy conditions that cause serious travel hazards

a. Freezing rain
b. Rain on hard packed snow covered roads


4. Time of snowfall in relation to time of day

a. Heavy travel 

b. School busses

B.
Snow removal operations generally take place between the hours of 3:00 am and 3:00 pm.

1. When there are snow accumulations after 3:00 p.m. snowplowing operations will start at 3:00 a.m. 
the next day.

2. There may be time during emergencies or severe weather events that this operation may occur 
during other times of the day.

3. Snow plowing operations may be suspended or terminated to allow personnel an adequate 
time for rest.


4. Late spring and early snowfall may be left on roadways if melting is imminent. This is to 
prevent damage to gravel road surfaces.
C.
The township uses anti-skid material for traction on all township maintained roads.

1.  Because plowing is the primary method for removing snow on township roads, continuous 
material application over the entire length of a roadway is not recommended for budgetary 
reasons. 


2. Spreading anti-skid material should be confined to long steep hills, curves, and intersections. 
3. When weather conditions are favorable, the township may spread an anti-skid/salt mix or salt 
brine to the seal coat roads. 
D.
During normal work hours, after hours, weekends, and holidays, the Road Master or his/her 
designee will be responsible for monitoring road conditions and weather forecasts and initiate the 
snow removal process.    

V. Residents

The following are a few things every resident should know to help us provide the safest roads during the winter season:

1. Plow trucks back up frequently; please stay back at least 100 feet



2. Reduce your speed as you approach an oncoming plow truck, they may cause white out 
conditions that could reduce visibility  

 
3. Do Not let children play in snow piles near any roadway


4. Do Not park any vehicle on any township maintained road


5. Do Not plow, shovel, or blow snow into or across any roadway. Not only is this dangerous, 
but it’s the law.

6. Keep garbage cans back from the road if it snows on your collection day. The Township is not 
responsible for tipped, spilled or damaged containers within the roadway.

7. Vegetation and turf situated within the road right-of-way is always subject to damage. 
Structures and improvements are prohibited within rights of way and no liability is assumed for 
damage to same.

8. Mailboxes will be repaired or replaced in accordance to the Township mailbox policy.

VI. Conclusion
Following these guidelines is recommended, but deviation from these guidelines may be justified by weather forecasts, road conditions, availability of materials, and/or time. Waterford Township takes great pride in the services they provide to the residents, as well as visitors to the township. Help share the responsibility of keeping our roads safe.

It is very important that everyone shows a great deal of patience during this process. 
Depending on the severity of the storm it may be awhile before we get to your area. 
Your safety is important to us. Please be cautious and safe when walking or driving on 
the snow and ice. 


If there are any emergencies after hours, where roads need immediate attention, the 
County 911 Center will notify us.
