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ALBANY — Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo faced a backlash from several
upstate elected officials Friday after he
announced he is using his executive pow-
ers to take ventilators and other medical
gear from hospitals that have no immedi-
ate need for the supplies and move them 
to downstate facilities swamped by COV-
ID-19 patients.

Meanwhile, upstate officials told 
CNHI the state is mapping plans to send 
Air National Guard UH-60 BlackHawk
and CH-47 Chinook helicopters to vari-
ous counties to assist in the movement of 
medical supplies to areas where they are 
needed immediately.

Cuomo insisted the state was not “seiz-
ing” the equipment, noting the hospitals
from which ventilators and other sup-
plies are taken will get the gear returned
or be fully reimbursed. The emergency
move was necessary, he said, to save lives
as the death tally surges in the metropoli-
tan New York City region.

“I am not going to let people die 
because we didn’t redistribute ventila-
tors,” the governor said. “We don’t have
enough. Period.”

But 11 upstate lawmakers, including
Sen. Rob Ortt, R-North Tonawanda and
Assemblymen Angelo Morinello, R-Niag-
ara Falls, and Mike Norris, R-Lockport,
called the move “reckless” as well as a 
“grave mistake” that will leave upstate
communities vulnerable with infections 
now growing in every county.

In a letter to Cuomo, the legislators
wrote: “The semantics of ‘sharing’ may
render this order more acceptable to
the general public. But we need to call 

State to seize 
medical gear 
from upstate 
to help NYC

By Joe Mahoney 
CNHI State Reporter

All four counties in The Daily Star’s cover-
age area reported increases in numbers of 
COVID-19 cases Friday, April 3.

According to a Friday media release by the 
Delaware County Public Health, the coun-
ty now has 27 positive confirmed cases, an 
increase of eight from Thursday, April 2. 
Twenty-nine results are still pending, accord-
ing to the release. Eight people are hospi-
talized, there have been three recoveries, 
and 48 people are in mandatory quarantine 
while nine are in precautionary quarantine.

A Delaware County resident died Wednes-

day of COVID-19, according to the County 
Health Department. The person, whose 
name was not released, had been hospital-
ized with the disease and died Wednesday, 
April 1, according to a media release.

Details concerning the person’s age, gen-
der, length of illness and whether they had a 

contributing underlying condition will not be 
made public, according to health department 
officials, who asked for “privacy and dignity” 
for the family “surrounding the passing of 
their loved one.”

Local COVID-19 cases continue to rise
By Shweta Karikehalli

Staff Writer

SARAH EAMES | THE DAILY STAR

Friendship Playground at Keith Clark Park in the village of Sidney is shown Friday with barriers and caution tape after it was closed by the 
village at noon Thursday as a precaution against spreading COVID-19.
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Instead of one day of Easter egg hunt-
ing, those in the Cobleskill area will 
have an entire week to play the game 
this year.

With Easter on April 12, the Cobleskill 
United Methodist Church wanted to make 
the egg hunt social-distance-friendly instead 
of canceling it, Pastor Anna Blinn Cole said. 
The solution, she said, is a week-long scav-
enger hunt of paper eggs hung on houses 
and businesses.

The rainbow project that this year’s Eas-
ter egg hunt is modeled 
after is the 518 Rainbow 
Hunt initiative, where peo-
ple hang rainbows up in 
their windows and share 
pictures on social media.

“We have in the area 
code 518 a rainbow project 
where people are putting 
rainbows in their win-

dows, so I thought that would be a good 
idea to adapt that for Easter eggs,” Blinn 
Cole said. “Everybody could make a paper 
Easter egg and hang it in their window or 
front door and every egg would have a num-
ber so the kids could walk around town, like 
a scavenger hunt where kids could find all 
of the numbers.”

The Easter egg hunt goes live Sunday, 
April 5, and will last until April 12, Blinn 
Cole said. People can request numbers up 
until Saturday, April 4, by joining the event’s 
Facebook group, www.facebook.com/
groups/218100909545539.

Cobleskill resident Page Bulmer, who is 
the owner of Egg #1, said there are almost 
80 community members and businesses 
participating. Bulmer said she, her husband 
and 8-year-old son will walk and drive 
around to find the eggs. She said they look 
forward to seeing friends and neighbors as 
they pass their houses — at a safe distance, 
she added.

“I think any activity that brings the 
community together in a positive way is a 

wonderful thing, and as a church at Easter 
it was especially important to us to try to 
strengthen those positive connections with 
each other, even though we can’t physically 
gather together for worship,” Bulmer said 
in a Facebook message. “No matter what 
your faith or beliefs, we all need to feel con-
nected, so this is a fun way to do that.”

Blinn Cole said about 75% of the eggs are 
being hung by people who aren’t connected 
to the church, and that she’s excited the 
movement has gained such momentum.

“One family in our church is going to 
make a huge egg on a bedsheet and hang it 
from their deck or flagpole so it can be seen 
from far away,” she said.

Blinn Cole’s own house already has a 
colorful, confetti-adorned egg on the front 
door.

“I think it celebrates the true message of 
Easter, which is love is stronger than death 
and love is stronger than fear, and together 
we’re going to get through this,” she said. 
“It’s resilience, it’s hope and letting every-
one know they’re not by themselves.”

Cobleskill church plans Easter egg hunt that maintains social distancing
By Shweta Karikehalli

Staff Writer
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One of the Easter eggs that will be displayed 
around Cobleskill is shown on Friday, April 3. 
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