Weekly Devotional 10-10-2011 The Holy Spirit


Well here I am again… LATE!  Nope, no apologies, no excuses I am just busy studying. I have exams all this week.  I thought about the devotional yesterday morning when I was in church, but then got home and started studying and completely forgot.  As I was sitting here this morning studying and pondering on the Holy Spirit all of a sudden the light came on and I remembered I did not do the devotional yesterday.  So since it came to light while pondering on the Holy Spirit I feel that is what I should right about. 
Too many people today do not give the Holy Spirit the acknowledgement or place in their lives that He belongs (myself included).  It is as if He does not exist and we just go about our lives complaining or being thankful to God or Jesus who are both the same. The Holy Spirit is the person of Jesus. If we want to know who the Holy Spirit is we need to look at Jesus. The Holy Spirit, according to the New Testament, directs us to Jesus. The New Testament connects the Holy Spirit and Jesus in 3 ways:

1st – In Matthew 1:20 Jesus is conceived by the HS.

2nd – In Matthew 3:16 Jesus conceived and bore the Holy Spirit in baptism and Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to the disciples when He left

3rd - The Old Testament talks of a coming Messiah who would be filled with the Holy Spirit in Isaiah 11:1-2 and Isaiah 1:1 & Isaiah 61. Isaiah 61 is a prophecy from Isaiah about Jesus and His coming. This is the new creation, the new age of God’s children. 

The Gospels tell us show us that the prophets prophesy were fulfilled in Jesus.  The Gospels also teach us to think of Jesus as a human being, he was fully human in every way and fully God in His power and authority.  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit who is present in us and sent by Jesus Himself. The Holy Spirit is the risen Christ Himself continuing the work that He began in the incarnation. The Holy Spirit is a teacher who reminds Jesus’ followers of what Jesus taught in the past and knows the means whereby these things will be made manifest in our lives. In John 14 and 16 Jesus spoke about an advocate 14:26 who is in fact with Jesus Himself and the disciples. The Holy Spirit is by definition the Spirit who dwelt in Jesus, comes from Jesus, and continues the work of Jesus in us. 

Here are some of the unique works of the HS:

1. The Holy Spirit is the unique work of God the Creator who is also the LORD of Israel and the LORD of Jesus Christ. It is important to note that the Spirit is not just the agent of God the Father and of God the Son.  According to the New Testament the Holy Spirit does something that is unique and new.  The Holy Spirit brings life that is stronger that sickness and even death itself.
2. The Holy Spirit is a means by which we receive the presence of God in our individual lives.
3. The Holy Spirit gives life to the ones who seem to be dead. In our modern times this is mostly talking about those who are spiritually dead, BUT the Holy Spirit does still bring life back to the dead occasionally I KNOW!
4. The Holy Spirit brings new wisdom and guidance from God. 
5. The Holy Spirit calls and holds together a new and reconciled community (the Church).  Not only is the community reconciled but the community works in the world reconciling to create a whole new humanity and creation the unique essence the nucleus of God’s new family.
6. When the Holy Spirit breaks in, and old ways of thinking and living are now seen in a new light. New ways of thinking and living emerge.
7. Old social structures and institutions are now changed into new ones. 
Now in thinking on these principles and the ransom Image of Christ but the indwelling of the Holy Spirit we can see that we were trapped by our own sin and Jesus (God Himself) paid the price to set us free. We were the slaves, captives, the prisoners of war that Jesus redeemed; He paid the price, the price was high, we were guilty as sin. I leave you with these scriptures for this week to ponder on: 
Mark 10:45 - For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."
Romans 3:25-26 - God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in His blood. He did this to demonstrate His justice, because in His forbearance He had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 He did it to demonstrate His justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus
Galatians 3:13-14 - Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.
Ephesians 1:13 - In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
Ephesians 4:30 - And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
