Weekly Devotional 8-14-2011 Forgive and Live
Wow, where to start? First of all this devotional is late for the reasons I have written below. I have always been honest and revealing with these devotionals and so I will be again. I have been in a very dark place this summer. I could not figure it out. So many things have happened that have crushed my spirit and broke my heart. I know I am not the only person that life treats unkindly and so I write these to encourage yall as much as myself.

I have been full of anger and resentment! It is because of losing someone I loved (he passed away), it is the things that have transpired from that and problems with “family” which are continually ongoing. It ranges from being sick with my gallbladder to being unemployed to truck problems, to worrying about bills to being alone and sinking in the loneliness that I feel. I broke down this past week and went to my Pastor who is so Wise! He set me straight on a few things. First and foremost is that I have let life be about me and not about Jesus. I have let the tidal wave of anger; resentment and loneliness take me under. Our life is not “ours” we are bought and paid for by a price… the cost of which Jesus paid the ransom (1st Corinthians 6:20). Now I know this scripture well it is on a T-shirt I wear. But how easily we forget when the waves come “Crashing” in. 
I have not written a poem in two years! That is abnormal for me. But the other night while in the depths of my depression and anger and resentment this came to my heart. I believe it is GOD speaking words of wisdom to me if I would be willing to listen. It was said to my by a Sister in Christ that, “hopefully you are open to listening to your friends when they can see you falling off the track,” it is also listening to that still small voice even when you don’t feel like it. So I pass this on to you this week in hopes that you won’t have to be hit over the head with a rock like my hard head needs sometimes! Thank You Father!
To Forgive

To forgive, how impossible it may seem,

To forgive, it is like giving up a dream,

The hostile feelings that flow within your soul,

To forgive, you think you lose control.

To forgive is what you must do,

To forgive frees the anger inside of you,

It frees you from the contempt of your soul,

To forgive gives you back control,

To forgive is not just a feeling,

Forgiveness is the beginning of living.

In order to “LIVE” you must “Forgive!”
