THE ROAD TO VICTORY-I PET. 5:8-11





INT.


THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS A STRUGGLE AGAINST


    EVIL


IT IS DESCRIBED UNDER A NUMBER OF 


    FIGURES


It is a race-I Cor. 9:24; Heb. 12:1-2


It is a fight-I Cor. 9:26; 2 Tim. 4:7-8


It is a war-2 Tim. 2:1-5; Eph. 6:10-29


IN THIS LESSON LET’S CONSIDER


THE ENEMY: “YOUR ADVERSARY THE DEVIL”


THE DEVIL IS REAL


Jesus was tempted by the devil-Matt. 4:1


The devil is called by many names, each 


    suggesting some characteristic


Tempter-Matt. 4:5


Beelzebub-Matt. 12:24


Enemy-Matt. 13:39


Wicked one-Matt. 13:19, 38


Beliel-2 Cor. 6:15


Deceiver-Rev. 12:9


Dragon-Rev. 12:3


Father of lies-Jn. 8:44


70 out of 83 references refer to him either 


    as Satan or Devil


THE DEVIL IS YOUR ADVERSARY


This tells who the devil is-He is our adversary


He is our opponent


He is the prince of this world-Jn. 12:31


He has a kingdom-Matt. 12:25, 27


He is a serpent-Rev. 12:7-9


He is a most dangerous adversary


HE IS A “ROARING LOIN”


This tells how he comes


He is not a monster with horns and a tail


He is a loin in some sense


He seeks to devour


He may even look like a friend-Jas. 4:4-7


He might even appear as an angel of light-


    2 Cor. 11:13,14


He is a thief-Lk. 8:12


He is a tempter-Matt. 4:1-11


“Walketh about” is translated from a word which 


 means, literally, to prowl about, not daring to


 enter the fold where the sheep are, but ready to


 spring upon, and devour any wanderer otside


“Whom resist stedfast in the faith”


By watching and praying and being sober-I 


    Pet. 5:8


We should resist him with scripture-Matt. 4:1-


We should be prepared to meet him-Eph. 6:11


By standing up for what is right-Eph. 4:27


By avoiding him if when we can-Rm. 12:1-2


THE COURSE OF ACTION TO BE FOLLOWED


“BE SOBER”


“Sober” means “denotes of sound mind…hence


    self-controlled, sober minded-Vine


Soberness is a characteristic very important in


    the Christian-Acts 26:25; I Tim. 3:11;  Tit. 2:1-2


    1:8


Why should we be sober?


             a. Christians are so commanded-I Pet. 1:13


Because we have a powerful adversary


How can Christians be sober?


Not going around with a long face, dressed in


a black clothing


By denying ungodliness and worldly lust-Tit. 


2:11-12


By controlling our thoughts-Rm. 12:3


By controlling our lives-Tit. 2:11-12


“BE VIGILANT”


Means spiritual allertness


“WHOM RESIST STEDFAST IN THE FAITH”


“Resist” (withstand ASV)-same term in Jas. 4:7


The verb means to stand firmly against


    attack


“Steadfast” means to continue, keep on, rock


    like stability-Acts 2:42; I Cor. 15:58; Ph. 4:1


“In the faith” (your faith ASV) does not refer


    so much in this verse to the system of faith,


    but our unwavering trust in God


THE PROMISED REWARD


THE CHRISTIAN HAS BEEN CALLED TO A 


    “SHARE OF GOD’S ETERNAL GLORY”


Christians are a “called” people-I Pet. 2:9


They are called by the “gospel”-2 Th. 2:13-14


CONCLUSION:


     A. THE CHRISTIAN OF VICTORY IF HE/SHE 


         FOLLOWS THESE RULES


THE GOD WE SERVE WILL GIVE THAT WHICH HE


    HAS PROMISED “ETERNAL GLORY”


