
Volume 26, Issue 1                                                                                                                       September/October 2012  

Sunshine Jazz Organization Celebrates         “25” Years of Jazz Service in South Florida! 

The Sunshine Jazz Organization  
Celebrates Historic Silver Anniversary, Sep 15th, 7pm. 

 

As the oldest established jazz service organization in South Florida, the SJO 
proudly celebrates a quarter of a century of premier jazz presentations, education 
and excitement on Saturday, September 15th. The gala event will feature an ele-
gant VIP Reception followed by world-class jazz with some of SJO’s closest 
friends! Our guests will be treated to Mi-
ami’sspectacular Melton Mustafa Or-
chestrafeaturing“one of Tony Bennett’s 
favorite singers”, Harlem-based vocalist, 
Allan Harris. Expect VIP Awards, dig-
nitaries and special appearances by leg-
endary friends including saxophonist 
extraordinare Jesse Jones, Jr. plus re-
nowned vocalists Alice Day with 

Brenda Alford and Yvonne Brown. Tickets $35 VIP; $25 SJO Members; $25 
Gen Admission.Ticketmaster and Caleb Box Office. 7pm-11pmat the Joseph 
Caleb Auditorium, 5400 NW 22nd Avenue, Miami, Fl.          ……...(Thelma & China Valles with Melton Mustafa) 

                               

FEATURED SJO MEMBER MUSICIAN – ALICE DAY 
Born into the extraordinary musical tradition of gospel, Alice has committed her life to music. 
Her professional singing career began while still a teenager growing up in Miami. Drawing in-
spiration from the greats such as Dinah Washington, Billie Holiday and Mahalia Jackson, Alice 
created her own distinctive style and is acknowledged as one of the finest jazz vocalists per-
forming today. Jazz Entrepreneur, Frank Spena once said of her, "Alice Day is a renaissance 
woman. She has the ability to mesmerize and captivate an audience with her stage presence. 
Whether singing an intimate ballad, or a raucous, belting blues, there ain'tnobody does it bet-
ter."  
 

Affectionately known as “The First Lady of Jazz”, Alice is in demand at top jazz venues 
around the world and regularly tours in Switzerland, Italy, Germany, France, Austria and Thai-
land. Her outstanding contribution to music has been honored and she is the recipient of numer-

ous awards including the coveted ‘Cultural Ambassadors’ Award’, and the ‘Key to the City of Miami’. In 2009 she was 
also inducted into the ‘South Florida Jazz Hall of Fame’ and has gone on to produce the annual event presented each 
June in Miami, Florida.  
 

 To see Alice perform is an enriching experience. It is impossible not to be moved by the depth of feeling she instills 
into jazz classics – a feat only possible by those who have devoted a life to the genre, an increasingly rare experience. 
Her approach to more obscure jazz numbers is playful and exploratory. Seldom is a song ever performed in the same 
way. Tempo and delivery vary according to inclination, nuances are exploited, and the audience is always delighted. 
http://www.royalpop.com/aliceday/ 

http://www.etravelblackboardasia.com/article/81514/alice-day-lights-up-the-night-the-first-lady-of-jazz-works-her-vocal-magic-at-the-living-room�
http://www.etravelblackboardasia.com/article/81514/alice-day-lights-up-the-night-the-first-lady-of-jazz-works-her-vocal-magic-at-the-living-room�


DELRAY BEACH ARTS GARAGE 
8pm  
9/22: Sammy Figueroa; 9/29: Alice 
Day; 10/13: LeNard Rutledge; 10/18-
19: Orquesta Aragon; 10/26: Melton 
Mustafa CD Release Party; 10/27: 
Randy Bernsen  
www.artsgarage.org; 
www.facebook.com/DelrayArtsGarage 
 
WDNA Celebrates 10 years of Fine 
Arts Concerts  
Sept 15th, Featured Artist  
Sammy Figueroa. 
2921 Coral Way Miami, FL 33145 
(305)662-8889. www.wdna.org 
 
Lotz Concert Series presents… Sea-
son opens Sunday Sept 16th 4pm 
with Oriente! 
LOTZ Concert Series: Oct 21:  
Paul Green & Klezmer East,  
Jewish Jazz Fusion with  
Maria Rivas,  
South Miami’s Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation, 7701 SW 76th Ave. 
(305)667-3697. 
Lotz Series:  
http://uumia.org/index.php?option= 
com_content&task=view&id=39& 
Itemid=61 
 
WDNA JAZZ ENCOUNTERS  
featuring; 
Ms. Alice Day, Sep 21st, 8pm  
WDNA Jazz Gallery 
http://www.facebook.com/
events/239536382835386/ 
 
A Dedication In Memory Of  
Jerry Marshall  
“The Start of Something BIG” Sunday, 
Sep 23rd 4:00pm at the Unitarian  
Universalist Congregation of Miami, 
7701 SW 76 Ave., Miami 33143. 

President – Keith Valles 
Vice President – Holly Spillane 

Treasurer – J.D. Mack 
Secretary – Jeanette Tullis 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: 
Ginny Crawford  & Holly Spillane 

P.O. Box 381038 
Miami, Fl 33238 

Phone: (305) 234-8528 
Fax: (305) 234-9561 

email: ginnycraw@aol.com  
email: sunjazzorg@aol.com 

Next Edition:  

November/December 

The Sunshine  
Jazz Messenger 
Be sure to check out SJO online at 

www.sunshinejazz.org 
myspace.com/sunshinejazzorg 
facebook.com/sunshinejazzorg 
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    Directors: 
************** 

 Alice Day 
Ginny Crawford 
Arthur Simms 
Gera Wright 
Myrtill Ford 

Janice Jackson 

Honorary Director – Ralph Clark 
Executive Director – Thelma Valles  
President Emeritus – China Valles 

THE SUNSHINE JAZZ ORGANIZA-
TION WAS FORMED IN AUGUST 

OF 1986 TO SUPPORT AMERICA’S 
INDIGENOUS MUSIC - JAZZ. WE 

HOPE TO FOSTER AND ENHANCE 
INTEREST AND APPRECIATION 
OF OUR BELOVED MUSIC, PRO-

MOTE ITS ACCESSIBILITY TO THE 
PUBLIC IN OUR AREA AND EN-
COURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT  

OF FLORIDA JAZZ TALENT. 

2012 SJO  
Board of Directors 
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  GINNY’SGINNY’S    
      JAZZ NOTESJAZZ NOTES  

By Ginny Crawford 
 

                          Send comments & suggestions to P.O. Box 381038, Miami, Fl 33238 
                       Tel: (305) 234-8528 * email: ginnycraw@aol.com 

90th Birthday Tribute to Trumpet 
Legend Pauly Cohen, 
Friday, October 5th at 8:30pm.  
Veteran Big Band lead trumpet, 
Pauly Cohen, will be honored at a 
special 90th Birthday Tribute. 
Soyka’s, 5556 NE 4th Ct., 55th St. 
Station, Miami. (305) 759-3117. 
www.soykalive.com 
 
WDNA Jazz Gallery welcomes  
steel pan player  
Leon Foster Thomas,  
Sat, October 6th, 8pm. 
$20 WDNA members,  
$30 gen admission,  
incl refreshments.  
Reservations 305-662-8889. 
 
SUNNY ISLES BEACH Jazz Fest 
Sat Oct 13th features  
Ira Sullivan,  
Rose & Ramatis Brazilian Jazz  
With special guest bassist  
Dorio Ferreira, plus headliner  
David Benoit.  
6pm-11pm at 
Heritage Park, 19200 Collins Ave., 
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160.  
$25 Gen Admission. 
http:// 
sunnyislesbeachjazzfestival.com 
 
MIAMI-NICE JAZZ FESTIVAL 
Oct 26th – 28th,  
Olympia Theater At  
The Gusman Center 
For The Performing Arts.  
Featured artists include  
Dee Dee Bridgewater,  
Eddie Palmieri,  
Kyle Eastwood,  
Nicole Henry and more.  
174 E. Flagler Street, Miami, FL 
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  MANNY MELAND SJO Member/Columnist with MiamiArtzine.com. 
  Manny is a devoted Jazz lover and will be keeping Jazz Messenger readers up 
  to date on the latest artists, concerts, recordings and more.  
  Enjoy! 
  MANNY ABOUT TOWN By: Manny Meland 
 
 
 
 
                           A CANTICLE for TINKER 

Guitarist Cyril Benjamin Tinker died Monday, August 20, 2012 at Stony Brook Hospital. He succumbed to chronic 
renal failure at the age of 69. Tinker was born in the Bahamas on January 4th, 1943. In 1960, as a young man, he 
moved to Miami where he made his entertainment debut with “The Fish Ray Show”. In 1972, he joined the “Joe 
Donato Band”. 
I saw saxophonist, Joe Donato, and his featured guitarist, Cyril Benjamin Tinker, perform back then. They did their 
shtick at the club Le Jardin at the Miami Airways Inn on LeJeune Rd. I saw saxophonist, Joe Donato, and his fea-
tured guitarist, Cyril Benjamin Tinker, perform back then. They did their shtick at the club Le Jardin at the Miami 
Airways Inn on LeJeune Rd. Donato and Tinker were a smoking hot act that lasted five years. No slouch himself, 
Donato said “Tinker’s ‘strum’ and musical energy was most powerful and he sure could ‘put the pots on’ (cook)”. 
At that time, the airport district was a happening place. The Four Bits entertained across the road at the Miami Sky-
ways. The Miami Sound Machine, led by the Estefans, honed their ‘Miami Sound’ down the street at the Cross-
roads Hotel.  
Jimmy Crawford reined with his piano bar act at Brothers Two. And Pete Minger, Curtis Fuller and Charlie Min-
gus, expatriates from the Basie All Stars, commanded the bandstand at Lenny Zeif’s club at the Travelers Hotel.  
Even with all this action, you still had to show up early at Le Jardin to squeeze in to see Joe Donato and his 
perfect foil and fellow musician, the mighty Tinker. After Le Jardin, Tinker’s band, “Good Bread Alley”, brought 
him from Florida to the Hamptons. Later, in the early nineties, he assembled a new group of musicians to form 
“The Starfish Band”. He remained in the New York area for the next 20 years where he entertained and delighted 
audiences from Bellport to Montauk. With his various bands, he played guitar, sang, and wrote many original com-
positions, recording some on CD. 
Sadly, Tinker died a few weeks ago. On Saturday, September 8th, many of his friends gathered to play music and 
celebrate his life at CAREY-ROYAL-RAM’N Mortuary on NW 7th Ave. in Miami. Following the service, the mu-
sicians continued to jam until the wee hours in his memory down the street at Shantel’s Lounge. Everywhere he 
went Tinker’s easy manner and infectious smile endeared him to everyone. Rest in peace, Tinker. 

 
                             
                                            ONGOING (call venues ahead for schedule updates) 
 

MONDAY Churchill’s: Jazz Jam hosted by Mike Wood, 9pm-2:30am $5/adm. 5501 NE 2nd Ave. Miami, 33137 
(305)757-1807. www.churchillspub.com ; TUESDAY Jazz @ Jazid 9pm. 1342 Washington Ave. Miami Beach (305)
673.9372; Boca Bar and Grill: Riverside Jazz Band 7-10pm, 6299 N. Federal Hwy, Boca Raton (561)995-1007. 
www.riversidejazzband.com; Latin Jazz Tuesdays @ Blue Jean Blues www.bluejeanblues.net;WEDNESDAY Danny 
Burger Musician Showcase at Blue Jean Blues 8pm. www.bluejeanblues.net; Luna Star Café: Donna Blue & Brian 
Murphy plus special guests. 2nd & 4th Wednesdays. 775 NE 125th St, North Miami (305)866-1816. 
www.lunastarcafe.com ; THURSDAY Loews Hotel Hemisphere Lounge - Nicole Henry 8pm. 1601 Collins Ave, Mi-
ami Beach. http://www.loewshotels.com/en/Miami-Beach-Hotel; Sound of Vision @ Blue Jean Blues, 8pm; FRIDAY 
Café at Books & Books: Outdoor Jazz and World music. 7pm-11pm. Light menu 
+ Bar. 265 Aragon Ave. Coral Gables 33134. (305)442- 4408. 

JAZZ AROUND TOWN 

Go to page...6 
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FOR PROMOTION INFO Contact: SunJazzOrg@aol.com 

Take advantage of free concert listings and affordable promotions! 
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JAZZ AROUND TOWN 

(call ahead for schedule updates) 
 

JAZZ BAR-B-Q Sat Oct 13th @ Sole’ On The Ocean 
celebrates Sunny Isles Beach Jazz Fest weekend with  
ORIENTE Latin Jazz-Blues-Rhythm-n-Soul, 12-4pm. 
www.soleontheocean.com/ 
 

JAZZ ROOTS 5TH ANNIVERSARY @ ADRIENNE 
ARSHT PAC MIAMI Starts Nov 2nd 

“Unforgettable - A Tribute To Nat King Cole” featuring 
George Benson and Freddy Cole with the University of 
Miami Frost School of Music Henry Mancini Institute  
Orchestra. 1300 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33132. 
http://www.arshtcenter.org/perform/ 
 

MIAMI JAZZ FEST November 17th & 18th  
at the Klipsch Amphitheater at Bayfront Park downtown 
Miami. Featured artists include Bucky  Pizzarelli, Monty 
Alexander, Giacomo Gates, Jesse Jones, Jr. and much 
more.  http://miamijazzfeast.com/ 
 

TIGERTAIL Presents James Blood Ulmer Trio  
Sat., Nov. 17th at 8:30pm. Colony Theatre 1040 Lincoln 
Road, Miami Beach. Tickets (305)324-4337, and at 
www.tigertail.org 
 

MOCA Jazz: Museum of Contemporary Art  
Every last Friday, 8pm free Outdoor Concert. 
770 NE 125th St. N Miami. (305)893-6211. 
http://www.mocanomi.org 
 

Blue Jean Blues – Fort Lauderdale’s Jazz and Blues 
Club Live Music Seven Days A Week! 
Danny Burger’s Wednesday Jazz Showcase.  
3320 NE 33rd St., Ft. Laud 33308 (954)306-6330 
(2 blocks north of Oakland Park Blvd., just west of A1A). 
http://www.bluejeanblues.net 
 

The Big Easy Bar & Grille  
New Orleans-style cuisine, live Blues & Jazz 
1925 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, Fl 33020  
(954)924-3006   http://thebigeasybarandgrille.com 
 

MJC Rent Parties:  
Monthly Mondays 8pm at The Stage.  
The Miami Jazz Cooperative, Inc.(MJC)  
supports jazz projects and more.  www.miamijazz.com 
 

Upstairs at The Van Dyke  
Live music & jazz 7 nights plus Live web broadcast. 
846 Lincoln Rd, Miami Beach (305)534-3600. 
www.thevandykecafe.com 
 

Miami Shores Country Club  
10000 Biscayne Blvd., Miami Shores, FL (305)795-2360 
http://www.miamishoresgolf.com 
 

SunTrust Sunday Jazz Brunch  
Every 1st Sunday 11am-2pm, Riverwalk, along the  

New River, Ft. Laud. (954)828-5363. 
http://ci.ftlaud.fl.us/events/jazzbrunch/jazzbrunch.htm 
 

Aventura Arts & Cultural Center  
3385 NE 188th St., Aventura.  
http://www.aventuracenter.org/ 
 

Miami Jazz Society Presents  
Ongoing Downtown Miami Film and Jazz Concert Series, 
Free- http://www.miamijazzsociety.com/ 
 

JAZZ & BLUES FLORIDA  
Fla’s Online Guide To Live Jazz & Blues 
http://www.jazzbluesflorida.com/ 
 

South Miami-Dade Cultural Arts Center  
Box Office (786) 573-5300 
Located 10950 SW 211 St., Cutler Bay 33189 
www.smdcac.org 
 

Jazz at Pinecrest Gardens (305)669-6990. 
http://pinecrest-fl.gov/index.aspx?page=440 
 

Women In Jazz South Florida Inc.  
Joan Cartwright, Director (954)740-3398. 
http://www.wijsf.org/ 
 

JAMS Jazz Arts Music Society presents… 
http://www.jamsociety.org/ 
 

Swing & Jazz Preservation Society 2011-2012 Season 
Spanish River Performing Arts Center,  
2400 Yamato Road, Boca Raton 33431 (561)499-9976. 
http://www.swingandjazzpreservationsociety.org/ 
 

Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues Society  
Jams, Concerts, Saturday Jazz Market  
Fort Pierce Jazz Ensemble, at The Gazebo 9am-12pm. 
Along the Indian River Waterfront. Jazz Hotline: 
(772)460-JAZZ. http://www.jazzsociety.org/ 
 

SOUTH FLORIDA JAZZ   
http://www.southfloridajazz.org/ 
All About Jazz  
An excellent, serious online jazz networking site. 
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/ 
 

Gold Coast Jazz Society  
performances, education & outreach activities. 
http://www.goldcoastjazz.org/ 
JAZZIZ Magazine  
Subscription incl 8 CDs, quarterly print magazine w/
award-winning design, monthly, interactive “Digital 
Magazine”, news, events, videos, radio & more. 
http://www.jazziz.com/ 
JAZZONION a non-profit 501c3 museum initiative. 
http://www.jazzonian.org/ 
“Bright Moments In Jazz”  
A new book by Howard Moss, Jazz drummer & world-
class photographer. A first hand, intimate view of beloved 
Jazz artists. Info:   moss@movision.com 
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Jazz Lover’s & their Businesses 

The Sunshine Jazz Messenger has been published since 1987 and now online at www.SunshineJazz.org. 

Join your vibrant Jazz community! 

ONGOING  

JAZZ AROUND TOWN Continued from page...3 

FRIDAY Café at Books & Books: Outdoor Jazz and World music. 7pm-11pm. Light menu + Bar. 265 
Aragon Ave. Coral Gables 33134. (305)442- 4408. www.booksandbooks. com ; SATURDAY Troy Anderson’s Won-
derful World Band at Blue Jean Blues, 9pm. www.bluejeanblues.net; SUNDAY Songstress Sundays @ Blue Jean 
Blues, 11am – 8pm; Boteco Brazilian Bar - Rose Max & Ramatis, Brazilian Jazz. 8pm. Last Sunday monthly. 916 NE 
79th St., Miami 33138. (305)757-7737 Botecomiami.com FRIDAY- SATURDAY Globe Café & Bar, 377 Alhambra 
Circle, Coral Gables (305)445-3555 www.theglobecafe.com; Twin Spires Tavern at Calder Casino: Fri-Sat 10pm - 
Blues, Jazz, R&B (305)625-1311. www.caldercasino.com; 7 DAYS Upstairs at The Van Dyke Café (305)534.3600 
www.thevandykecafe.com; Blue Jean Blues www.bluejeanblues.net; MORE Arts at St John's on the Lake, 4760 Pine 
Tree Drive, Miami Beach http://artsatstjohns.com; Bossa Nova Lounge @ Doral Golf Resort: 8pm-11pm. 
www.doralresort.com ; Biltmore Hotel Live Jazz in various areas. www.biltmorehotel.com/email/biltmorenights.htm; 
Boca Raton The Funky Bisquit – Jazz and Blues Club www.funkybiscuit.com/; Catalina Hotel & Beach Club 1732 
Collins Ave., Miami Beach ww.catalinasouthbeach.com; Crescendo Jazz and Blues Lounge: 2201 Biscayne Blvd. 
www.crescendojazzandblues.com ; Cocoa Beach Heidi's Jazz Club Heidisjazzclub.com. 
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“The Real Tracy Fields” is from Greensboro, NC. That’s where her father introduced her to  The Music when she was little by playing 78s of 
Count Basie. Since graduating from Hampton Institute with a double major in broadcasting and journalism, she has pursued a double career, 
writing for The Associated Press and others before getting the best job ever: Host of Evenin’ Jazz on 91.3 WLRN-FM, weeknights from 
9:30pm ‘til 1am.    (305) 769-8151    http://www.facebook.com/TheRealTracyFields   

NEW MEMBERS &  MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  

(W
ill b

e Back so
on!) 

Support! SOUTH FLORIDA JAZZ RADIO 

Mon-Fri 9:30pm-1am “Evenin’ Jazz w/ Tracy Fields”; Sat 8pm-12Mid “Jazz 
Works”; Sun 8pm-12Mid “Night Train” w/ Ted Grossman”; Friday ArtsBeat  
w/Ed Bell, 1pm www.wlrn.org 

 

  Jazz 7 Days A Week WDNA 88.9FM 
                    www.wdna.org 

 
880 AM Sunday Brunch w/ Stu Grant  
                     9-11am 
            www.880thebiz.com 

 

WDBF-1420 & 1000 AM 
Big Band, Swing, Jazz 24/7 

 

 Eva Samms   Mari-Mennel-Bell   Merdesta Wilson   
 Von Henry      Blair Simmons        Brenda Wilson    
 Janice Jackson   Myrtill Ford           Ira Schmidt 

http://www.facebook.com/TheRealTracyFields�


SJO programs are presented with the support of the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural  Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County 
Mayor and Board of County Commissioners. 

************************************** 
Take advantage of free concert listings and  

 affordable promotions in the  
Sunshine Jazz Messenger.  
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