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TITLE:  TRUST

TEXT: 1 Sam. 17:1-16, 17:26, 17:39-50; Ps. 20:7; 

Jere. 17:5-8; Ro. 8:5-8

INTRODUCTION: This morning I want to talk about trust.

What is it that you trust in this morning?

 Let’s say that you come up against the toughest trial of your life, an obstacle that possibly many others have failed to overcome. (Maybe you are facing it today). 

 What is your first response? Do you stand up to it and try to fight your way through and forge ahead? Or is it your first response to fall upon your knees and pray?

 I don’t know about you but it seems like many times in my life when facing obstacles my first response has been to try to face them head on and attempt to smack my way through them by myself.
 I think that is an attribute that comes with a fallen and sinful nature, the attitude that I can do it better myself.
 Be honest, how many times have you faced some obstacle or difficulty in your life and your first response has been to try to handle it on your own?

 You may eventually take it or give it to God but only after a miserable attempt of trying to handle it on your own first.

 What is it that keeps us on our feet in the times of difficulty when, where we should be, where we need to be, is on our knees?

Most often, I believe, it boils down to that nasty little 5 letter word…PRIDE!

I can do it better myself! I can handle this on my own!

 There was a time back in the days when Saul was King over Israel that the Israelites had actually become pretty self-confident.

They had fought and won many battles, many times against armies much larger then themselves.

 And even though the battles were the Lord’s, the Lord had enabled them to do what they did, their natural instinct was to become kind of self-important, believing that they themselves were pretty hot stuff..

 Sometimes, back then, instead of whole armies fighting against each other, one side or the other would offer a challenge to the opposing army. They would put up their champion fighter and challenge the other side to send out their best fighter and the two of them would decide the battle.

  The agreement would be that for whoever’s champion would lose, that side would have to place themselves into submission and subjection to the side that won.

(The opening scene of the Movie TROY starts out with such a challenge by two opposing armies and Achilles is the champion that wins the fight) 

 King Saul and the Israelites find themselves having this kind of challenge presented to them by the Philistines…
 1 Samuel 17:1 - 16 (NIV) 1Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Socoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Socoh and Azekah.  2Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines.  3The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them. 4A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. He was over nine feet tall.  5He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels;  6on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 
 7His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him. 8Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 

 9If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.”  10Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.”  

11On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. ……………………… 

16For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand.

This is a situation where the Israelites had set up their battle lines feeling pretty confident in their own abilities to stand up to this Philistine army. And then this giant of a man comes out and offers up the challenge to send out a man to do battle with him….winner takes all…..
 One look at Goliath and every man within the Israelite army quakes with fear Including King Saul.
  Saul could have ordered one of his men to go out and fight Goliath against their will but in that case they would almost certainly have been defeated and having accepted the challenge of the Philistines they would have had to become their subjects… So the price for defeat was unthinkable….

Every day for 40 days Goliath comes down into the valley between the two armies and makes his challenge and taunts the Israelite army….. No Israelite is willing to face Goliath. They are all quaking in their sandals at the sight of the guy…

 And then one day, David, this scrawny shepherd boy comes into the Israelite camp to bring provisions from home to his brothers who are in Saul’s army and hears Goliath taunting the entire Israelite army and even mocking their God.
So David asked one the men standing near him:
 1 Samuel 17:26 (NIV) 26--- “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  

 David then goes to King Saul and gets permission to fight Goliath. Why Saul gives David permission to fight this giant, given what is at stake, is still a mystery to me--- but he does…. 

 Saul tries to put David in his own armor but it doesn’t fit!

 1 Samuel 17:39 - 50 (NIV) 39David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off.  40Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 41Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David.  42He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him.  43He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.  44“Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!” 45David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  46This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.  47All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 
 48As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.  49Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 50So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.

 Why did David succeed where the rest of the Israelite army failed?

 Why did David have the courage to go and face this giant when trained men of warfare were afraid to?

 It was because everyone within the Army of Israel was standing in their own strength and their own sufficiency……While David was standing in the strength and sufficiency of the Lord.
 All the warriors within Saul’s army approached this situation from their feet….David approached it from his knees..
Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  

You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

47All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give all of you into our hands.”
 David knew that he was no match for Goliath but he also knew that Goliath was certainly no match for his God so David went out to face the Philistine, not in his own strength, but he went out to face him in the strength of the Lord
 And that is what made all the difference.
 It is most probably this event that caused David to write later on in his life in : 

Psalms 20:7 (NIV) 7    Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

 In the Book of Joshua it tells about the Israelites going in and taking possession of the land of Canaan. One of the commands that God had given the Israelites when He would deliver their enemies into their hands, most of the time an army much larger and far more well equipped then themselves, was to destroy their chariots and hamstring their horses.

 Why not allow the Israelites to keep them to build up their own army, add those things to their own arsenal or war machine?

 God knew that for His people to be successful that they must approach each and every battle from their knees and not their feet.
 They must look to Him to be their source of strength and not themselves.
 God simply wanted to keep His people dependent upon Him and not have them fall into the temptation and trap of self-sufficiency.
 David understood this very well so he cries out in the Psalms:    Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.
The prophet Jeremiah expresses this same sediment in:

Jeremiah 17:5 - 8 (NIV) 5This is what the LORD says:     “Cursed is the one who trusts in man,     who depends on flesh for his strength     and whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6    He will be like a bush in the wastelands;     he will not see prosperity when it comes.     He will dwell in the parched places of the desert,     in a salt land where no one lives. 7    “But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,     whose confidence is in him. 8    He will be like a tree planted by the water     that sends out its roots by the stream.  
   It does not fear when heat comes;     its leaves are always green.     It has no worries in a year of drought     and never fails to bear fruit.”

 Jeremiah contrasts two different kinds of men here…And each of us will find that we fall into one of these two categories….
 We will either place our trust in our own flesh or the flesh of other men…Or we will place our trust in the Lord…

 It will always be one or the other for we cannot do both at the same time.
 Our confidence and trust will either be in our flesh, the strengths of man, or it will be in God and things that center and surround Him.
Trusting in our own flesh and trusting in God is like oil and water----they simply don’t mix!

EXAMPLE: grocery business—new boy---shake up salad dressings…..

 But no matter how hard you try oil and water won’t mix!

 No matter how hard we try placing our trust and confidence in the flesh and in the Lord at the same time will not work either. They simply will not mix.
 Like light and darkness one will always displace the other.
Example: what happens to the light in a room with no windows when you turn the light switch off?  The light disappears. What happened to the darkness in that room when you turn the light switch back on? The darkness disappears.  It will either be light or dark but not both at the same time because one will always displace the other.
 The same is true with trusting in our flesh and trusting in God.  We have the ability to do both but not at the same time. They are mutually exclusive.

 We cannot do both at the same time for one will always displace the other.
 So the question remains….Where is it that you most often place your trust and confidence? In man and your own flesh or in God and His Spirit? 

 When you come across the obstacles of life how you do initially approach them, from your feet or from your knees?

Again, self-sufficiency is a byproduct of a fallen Nature.
 Being God sufficient, always trusting and leaning upon Him, is a byproduct of a life that has been totally committed to the Lord.
Paul talks about this in:

Romans 8:5 - 8 (NIV) 5Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  6The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;  7the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.  8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.

5Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires.
The desire of the sinful nature is always to please and gratify self, to build up self, to take pride in self.
 It says, I don’t need God in this situation I can handle it on my own.
 I have worked with a lot of people over the years who have been pretty self-sufficient, talented people who don’t seem to need a lot of supervision.
 Looking back, as an employer I would rather of had one person who was God sufficient, who realized their weaknesses and so would always look to God first, then have 100 naturally talented employees who were self sufficient----
 So sufficient in themselves that they thought they had no real need for God or at least didn’t bring any awareness of God with them in the workplace.
Example: Pete & Chuck….  Pete was a very talented young man. He had a lot more raw or natural talent then Chuck did.  Chuck was good but he wasn’t nearly as talented or articulate as Pete was.. Chuck was a Christian who loved to witness to the other young people that he worked with. Chuck loved the Lord and was, first and foremost, committed to Christ. 
  Chuck, I believe, approached most obstacles in his life from his knees and not from his feet.

  Pete, on the other hand was not a Christian, at that time anyway, but, as I said, he was far more naturally talented and articulate then Chuck was… Pete always approached obstacles from his feet, never from his knees…..

  There was a time that I entrusted more responsibility around the store to Pete then to Chuck just because of Pete’s raw talent…..

 Until one night I had to fire Pete because I found out that he was stealing from the store….. Something that I am confident that Chuck would never have done….

So which one was ultimately the most valuable employee?

 The naturally talented one who approached every obstacle that came his way from his feet, handled it in his own strength and sufficiency, who came to feel that he was so good that the store owed him more than he was making so he felt justified in taking some things for himself…

 Or was it the young man who realized his own weaknesses, knew that he wasn’t as naturally talented or gifted as the other young man, and because of that, approached most obstacles in his life from his knees seeking Gods help and sufficiency….

  As an employer, if you knew ahead of time all there was to know about these two young men who would you hire?

I will take all the Chuck’s of this world that I can find…
People possibly lacking in raw or natural talent but who when the times get tough they get off of their feet and hit their knees. People who are ultimately dependent upon God and not themselves.
 When you face the obstacles in life what is the posture that you initially take? 
 The posture that we take in times of adversity, to a large degree, will tell us where our trust has been placed. 

 Do you run at life head on and try to tackle things in your own sufficiency and strength or do you hit your knees and seek Gods help realizing that you are really nothing without and apart from Him?

 Where is it that you have really placed your trust this morning? 

 In your flesh or the tings of the flesh, the things of this world--- or in your God?
 “Cursed is the one who trusts in man,     who depends on flesh for his strength     

---- blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,     whose confidence is in him. 8    He will be like a tree planted by the water     that sends out its roots by the stream.     It does not fear when heat comes;     its leaves are always green.     It has no worries in a year of drought     and never fails to bear fruit.”

Is it your desire to claim this promise of Scripture?

8    To be like a tree planted by the water  that sends out its roots by the stream.  To not fear when heat comes but whose leaves are always green.  To have  no worries in a year of drought     and never fails to bear fruit.”

It all comes down to where we place our trust…..
7    Some trust in chariots and some in horses,     but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

Have you come to trust in the Lord this morning?


